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ANTIQUITIES 


OF THE 


1 


BOOK VI. 


Containing the Interval of 32 Years. 


| From the Death of EL to the death of SAUL.] 


— 


1 


CHAN. I. 


The deſtruction that came upon the Philiſtines, and upon their 
land, by the wrath of God, on account of their having car- 


ried the ark away captive; and after what manner they 
ſent it back to the Hebrews, 


Jr. Mer the Philiſtines had taken the ark of the He- 
brews captive. as I faid a little before, they 
carried it to the city Aſhdod, and put it by their own 
god, who was called * Dagon, as one of their ſpoils; but 
when they went into his temple the next morning to 
worſhip their god, they found him paying the ſame wor- 
ſhip to the ark, for he lay along, as having fallen down 
from the baſis whereon he had ſtood ; So they took him 
up, and ſet him on his baſis again, and were much troubled 
at what had happened; and as they frequently came to 
Dagon, and found him fill lying along. in a poſture of ado- 
ration to the ark, they were in very great diſtreſs and confu- 
Vor. II. A nion 


* Dagen, a famous maritime god or idol, is generally ſuppoſed to have 
been like a man above the navel, and like a /e beneath it. 


2 ANTIQUITIES OF Bec VI. 


fion. At length God ſent a very deſttuctive diſeaſe upon 
the city and country of Aſhdod, for they died of the dyſentery ren 
or flux, a ſore diſtemper, that brought death upon them very 


{uddenly ; for before the ſoul could, as uſual in eaſy deaths, Wor te 
be well looſed from the body, they brought up their entrails, aller 
and vomited up what they had eaten, and what was entirely ut 1 
corrupted by the diſeaſe. And as to the fruits of their coun- uch 
try, a great multitude of mice aroſe out of the earth and hurt nd 1 
them, and ſpared neither the plants nor the fruits. Now [ tt 
while the people of Aſhdod were under theſe misfortunes, e 


and were not able to ſupport themſelves under their calami- 8 
ties, they perceived that they ſuFered thus becauſe of the ark, 
and that the victory they had gotten, and their having taken 
the ark captive, had not hoppened for their good; they there- 
| fore ſent to the people of Aſkelon, and defired that they. 
would receive the ark among them. This defire of the peo- . 
ple of Aſhdod was not diſagreeable to thoſe of Aſkelon, ſo 
they granted them that favour, But when they had gotten 
the ark, they were in the ſame miſerable condition, for the 
ark carried along with it, the diſaſters tl.at the people of Aſh- i 
dod had ſuffered, to thoſe who received it from them. Thoſe WM 
of Aſhkelon alſo ſent it away from themſelves to others: Nor 
did it ſtay among thole others neither, for fince they were WW, 
purſued by the ſame diſaſters, they ſtill ſent it to the neigh- i 
bouring cities; ſo that the ark went round, after this manner, 
to the five cities of the Philitines. as though it exacted theſe WF lch 
diſaſters as a tribute to be paid it for is coming among them. Ty i 
2. When thoſe that had experienced theſe mileries- were| * 
tired out with them, and when thoſe that heard them were o 
taught thereby not to admit the ark among them, ſince they 
paid ſo dear a tribute for it, at length they ſought for ſome A 
eontrivance and method how they might get free from it, ſo Hthoſe of 
the governors of the five cities, Gath, and Ekron, and Al1- WSrinthe 
kelon, as alſo of Gaza and Aſhdod, met together, and con- *up; 
ſidered what was fit to be done; and at the firſt they thought gs 
proper to ſend the ark back to its own people, as allowing that Nec or, 


God had avenged its cauſe ; that the miſeries they had un- 


dergone came along with it, and that theſe were ſent on their 7 Th 
cities upon its account, and together with it. Howeyer, | _ 4h 
there were thoſe that ſaid, they ſhould not do. ſo, nor ſuffer l 
themſelves to be deluded, as aſcribing the cauſe of their mi- {Wand a te 
ſeries to it, becauſe it could not have ſuch power and force — — 

a N Oniat 


upon r. 172. 


x 
* 
* 


. . 1. F 3 
upon 


ntery pon them; for had God had ſuch a regard to it, it would not 


ave been delivered into the hands of men: So they ex- 


very . : | 

$04 Worted them to be quiet, and to take patiently what had be. 
a" Th allen them, and to ſuppoſe there was no other cauſe of it 
tirely ut nature, which at certain revolutions of time produces 


n+ ach mutations ia the bodies of men, in the earth, in plants, 
hurt nd in all things that grow out of the earth. But the.coun- 
el that prevailed over thoſe already deſcribed was that cf. 


1 $ , ertain men, who were believed to have diltinguithed them 
lami- elves in former times for their underſtanding and prudence, 
e ark, nd who, in their preſent circumſtances, leemed above all the 
taken Peſt to ſpeak properly. 'Thele men ſaid, it was not right ci- 
here. her to lend the ark away, or to retain it, but 10 dedicate: 
they ve golden images, one for every city, as a thank. offering to 
e peo- God, on account of his having taken care of their preſerva- 
on. ſo ion, and having kept them alive when their lives were like- 
rotten y to be taken away by ſuch diſtempers as they were not able 

the 882 bear up againſt, They alſo would have them make five 
f Ach. olden “* mice like to thoſe that had devoured and deſtroyed 
Thoſe heir country, to put them in a bag, and lay them upon the 
. Nor ft ark; to make them a new cart allo for it, and to yoke milch 
"wave kine to it, but to ſhut up their calves; and keep them from 

ieh. hem, leſt by following after them they ſhould prove an hin- 
neigt herance to their dams, and that the dams might return the 
anne Walter out of a deſire of thoſe calves; then to drive theſe 


1 theſe 8 


milch kine that carried the ark, and leave it at a place where 


fans | hree ways met, and to leave it to the kine to go along which 
FO” | of thole ways they pleaſed, that in caſe they went the way to 
wer 2 the 
e they | ; 
r fome * Spanheim informs us here, that upon the coins of Tenedos, and 


MN it, ſo thoſe of other cities, a field mouſe is engraven, together with Apollo 
d Al- WhSminthers, or Apollo the driver away of field mice, on Account of his be- 
d con- ng {uppoſcd to have freed certain tracts of ground from thoſe mice: 
denn Which coins ſhew, how great a judgment ſuch mice have ſometimes 
dug deen, and how the deliverance from them was then eſteemed the ef- 
a. that PS of a divine power; which oblervations are highly ſuitable to this 
ad un- Itory. . ö 
n their + This device of the Philiſtines, of having a yoke of kine to draw 
Ds this cart into which they put the ark of the Hebrews, is greatly illuſ- 
We ver, rated by Sanchoniatho's account, under his ninth en that A- 
| ſuffer grouerus, or Agrotes. the hwuſbandman, had a much worſhipped ſtatue 
eir m1- Hand a temple, carried about by one or more 10ke of oxen or kine, in Phe- 
d force Na, in the neighbourkeod of theſe Philiſtines. See Cumberland's San- 
upon <= p. 27. and 247, and Eillay on the Old Teſtament, append. 
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the Hebrews, and aſcended to their country they ſhould ſup- 
poſe that the ark was the cauſe of their misfortunes ; but it 
they turned into another road, they ſaid, © We will purſue 
« after it, and conclude that it has no ſuch ſorce in it“ 

3. So they determined that theſe men ſpake well; and 
they immediately confirmed their opinien by doing accord- 
iogly : And when they had done as has been already deſcrib- 


ed, they brought the cart to a place where three ways met, 


and left it there, and went their ways ; but the Kine went the £ 


right way, and as if ſome perſons had driven them, while 


the rulers of the Philiſtines followed after them, as defirous F 


to know where they would ſtand ſtill, and to whom they 
would go. Now there was a certain village of the tribe of 


Judah, whoſe name was Beth/bemeſh, and to that village 7 


did the kine go; and though there was a great and a good 
plain before them to proceed in, they went no farther, but 
ſtopped the cart there, This was a fight to thoſe of that vil- 
lage, and they were very glad; for it being then ſummer- 
time, and all the inhabitants being then in their fields ga- 
thering in their fruits, they left off the labours of their hands 
for joy as ſoon as they ſaw the ark, and ran to the cart, and 
taking the ark down, and the veſſel that had the images in it, 
and the mice, they ſet them upon a certain rock which was 
in the plain; and when they had offered a ſplendid ſacrifice 


to Ged, and feaſted, they offered the cart and the kine as a 


burnt-offering: And when the lords of the Philiſtines ſaw } 


this, they returned back. | 
4. But now it was that the wrath of God overtook them, 
and ftruck * ſeventy perſons dead of the village of Bethſhe- 
meſh, who not being prieſts, and ſo not worthy to touch the 
ark, and aproached to it. Thoſe of that village wept for 
theſe that thus ſuffered, and made ſuch a lamentation as was 
naturally to be expected on fo great a misfortune that was 
{ent from God, and every one mourned for his own relation. 
And fince they acknowledged themſeves unworthy of the 
ark's abode with them, they ſent to the public ſenate of the 
. - Ifraelites, 


* Theſe 70 men, being not ſo much as Levites, touched the ark in 
a raſh or profane manner, and were flain by the hand of Go&-fer fuch 
their raſhneſs and profanenels, according to: the divine threatenings, 
Numb. iv. 15, 20. but how our cther copies come to add ſuch an in- 
credible number as 50, 0. in this one town, or {mall city, I know not, 
See Dr. Wall's critical notes on 1 Samuel, vi. 19. 
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V 5 HAr. I. 
WI fraclites, and informed them that the ark was reſtored by 
Whe Philiſtines; which, when they knew, they brought it 
7 way to Kirjathjearim, a city in the neighbourhood of Buth- 
memiſh. In this city lived one Abinadab, by birth a Le- 
** ite, and who was greatly commended for his righteous and 
4 Peligious courſe of life, ſo they brought the ark to his houſe, 
dib. Bs to a place ft for God himſelf to abide in, ſince therein did 
' Wohabit a rigbteous man. His ſons alfo miniſtered to the di- 
1 Pine ſervice at the ark, and were the principal curators of it 
755 ber twenty years, for ſo many years it continued in Kirjath- 
40 . zarim, having been but four months with the Philiſtines. 
ious 
they 
be of CHA ÞP.: IL 
lage 4 De expedition of the Philiſtinet againſt the Hebrews, and the 
good Hebrews wit tory under the condutt of Samuel the prophet, 
but Wl who was their general. 


ſup- 
at it 
rſue 
} 


t vil- 

mer- 1. Now white the city of Kiijathjearim had the ark 
Is ga- with them, the whole body of the people betook 
nands emſelves all that time to offer prayers and ſacrifices to God, 
„ and nd appeared greatly concerned and zealous about his wor- 


in it, 5 1p. So Samuel the prophet, ſeeing how ready they were 
h was do their duty, thought this a proper time to ſpeak to them, 
;ritce While they were in this good diſpohtion, about the recovery 
e as a f their liberty, and of the bleſhngs that accompanied the 
es ſaw me. Accordingly he uſed ſuch w o/ ds to them as he thought 

Neere molt likely to excite that brake, and to perſuade 
them, Niem to attempt it: O you Iſraelites, ſaid he, to whom 


thſhe- the Philiſtiues are (till grieyous enemies, but to whom 
ch the God begins to be gracious, it behoves you not only to be 
pt for deſirous of liberty, but to take the proper methods to ob- 
as Was tain it. Nor are you to be contented with an inclination 
at was to get clear of your lords and maſters, while you {till do 
lation. ¶ what will procure your continuance under them: Be right- 
of the eous then, and calt wickedneſs out of your fouls, and by 
of the your worſhip ſupplicate the divine majeſty with all your 
zelites, hearts, and perſevere in the honour you pay to him; for 

if you act thus, you will enjoy proſperity ; you will be 
ark in Wi freed from your ſlavery, and will get the victory over your 
— fon enemies; which bleſſings it is not poſſible you ſhould: at- 
ub Wl tain, neither by weapons of war, nor by the \trength of 


o not. 3 „%% 


* 
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Four bodies; nor by the multitude of your aſſiſtants; for t the 
6 God his not promiſed to grant theſe bleſſiaggs by thole WMWiitre 
* eans, but by being good and righteous men; and if you Wiſh tue. 
« will be ſuch, I will be ſecurity to you for the performance Hes { 
* of God's promiſes.” When Samuel had ſaid thus, the egh 
multitude applauded his diſcourſe, and were pleaſed with bis e., G 
exhortation to them, and gave their conſent to reſign them-WiWvcd t 
ſelves up to do what was | pleaſing to God. 380 Samuel ga-. it to 
thered them together to a certain city called Mezpeb, which tren 
*gnifies in the Hebrew tongue a wafch teuer; there they hne th 
drew water, and poured it out to God, and faſted all day t oth 
and betook themſelves to their prayers. cauſe 
2. This their allewbly did not eſcape the notice of the de fie 
Phililines; fo when they had learned that ſo large a compa-WWras r 
ny had met together, they fell upon the Hebrews with a great ir we 
army and mighty forces, as hoping to aſſault them when theyWſurn h 
did not expect it, nor were prepared for it. This thing af. ad the 
frighted the Hebrews, and put them into diforder and ter one 
for: jo they came running to Samuel, and ſaid, That“ thei ht, a 
„ ſouls were ſunk by their fears, and by the former defeat er G 
they had received, and that thence it was that we lay (1111 Mz. So 
** leſt we ſhould excite the power of our, enemies againſt usMWition, 
« Now while thou haſt brought us hither to offer up our of re 
„ prayers and facrifices, and take oaths [to be obedient rage 
our enemies are making an expedition againſt us, while welt aſte 
are naked and unarmed; wherefore we have no other hope el alf 
* of deliverance but that by thy means, and by the aſſiſtance ay of 
* God ſhall afford us upon thy prayers to him, we ſhall ob- xk fro: 
„e tain deliverance from the Philiilines,” Hereupon Samuel cong; 
bid them be of good cheer, and promiſed. them that Go ich v 
would afhſt them: and taking a ſucking lamb he ſacrifice ach to 
it for the multitude, and beſought God to hold his protectit re at 
hand over them when they ſhould fight with the Philiſtines 
and not to overlook them, nor ſuffer them to come under . This 
ſecond misfortune, Accordingly God hearkened to his pray ere Joi 
ers, and accepting their facrifice with a gracious intention. if no 
and ſuch as was diſpoſed to aſſiſt them, he granted them vie end pla 


tory and power over their enemies. Now while the altar he 
the ſacrifice of Ged upon it, and had not yet confumed i 
wholly by its ſacred fire, the enemies army marched out © 
their camp, and was put into order of battle, and this in n 

| al 


* 
K V. 
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; for Wit they ſhould be conquerors, ſince the“ Jews were caught 
thole iſtreſſed circumſtances, as neither having their weapons 
if you Wiſh them, nor being aſſembled there in order to fight. But 
mance gs ſo fell out, that they would hardly have been credited 


s, the 
th bis 
them- 
el ga- 
which 
they 
II day, h 


Woh they had been foretold by any body; for, in the firſt 
de, God diſturbed their enemies with an earthquake, and 
ved the ground under them to ſuch a degree, that he cauſ- 
it to tremble, and made them to ſhake, inſomuch that by 
trembling he made ſome unable to keep their feet, and 
de thein fall down, and by apening its chaſms he cauſed 
t others ſhould be hurried down into them: after which 
cauſed fuch a noiſe of thunder to come among them, and 


of thee fiery lightning ſhine ſo terribly round about them, that 
:ompa-Wr as ready to burn their faces; and he fo ſuddenly ſhook 
a great ir weapons out of their hands, that he made them fly, and 
n they urn home naked. So Samuel, with the multitude, pur— 
ng af. d them to Bethcar, a place fo called; and there he ſet up 
1d ter lone as a boundary of their. victory, and their enemies 
« theii Y rht, and called it the Stone of power, as a ſignal of that 
defeat er God had given them againſt their enemies. 

iy 111,83. So the Philiſtines, after this ſtroke, made no more ex- 
inſt u- itions againſt the Iſraelites, but lay (till out of fear, and 


of remembrance of what had befallen them: and what 
rage the Philiftines had formerly againſt the Hebrews, 


up out 
dient] 


nile wet aſter this victory was transferred to the Hebrews. Sa- 
-r hope el alſo made an expedition againſt the Philiſtines, and ſlew. 
ſiſtance ay of them, and entirely humbled their proud hearts; and 
all ob xk from them that country, which when they were former- 
Samuel conquerors in battle, they had cut off from the Jews, 


it God 
crificed 
tectirg 
liſtines 


ich was the country that extended from the borders of 
ath to the city Ekron: But the remains of the Canaanites 
ere at this time in friendſhip with the Iſraelites. 


nder This is the firſt place, fo far as I remember, in theſe Antiquities, 
is pray ere Joſephus begins to call his nation Fews, he having hitherto uſu- 
tention if not conſtantly, called them either Hebrews or 1/raclites... The 
em vic end place ſoon follows, chap. iii. $ 5: 
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Sn It. 5 


III. 
df the 


7 
How Samuel, when he was fo infirm with old age that he c as 
not tale care of the public affairs, entruſted them to his ſon Wi to ov 
and how, upon the evil adminiſtration of the government y beg 
them, the multitude wore fo angry, that they required to Hon tc 
a King to govern them, although Samuel was much d:/þl:1. nc 
ed thereat, : _ Fir 


| 4 
1 Nur Samuel the prophet, when he had ordered ti 48 
is ba 


— affairs of the people after a convenient manner, avi A 
had appointed a city for every diſtrict of them, he command aride 
ed them to come to ſuch. cities, to have the controverſi ind h. 
that they had one with another determined in them, 1 lee 
himſelf going over thoſe cities twice in a year, and doin they 
them juſtice ; and by that means he kept them in very go hogs 
order for a long time. Whit 

2. But afterward he found himſelf oppreſied with o omſo 
age, and not able to do what he uſed to do, ſo he committ Dt 
the government, and the care of the multitude, to his ſon Hin 


* 


the elder of which was called Je, and the name of tt t have 
younger was Abiab. He allo enjoined them to reſide an ung! 
judge the people, the one at the city Bethel, and the oth: ESP 
at Beerſheba, and divided the people into did ricts, that (hou! 2 


be under the juriſdiction of each of them. No theſe me 


afford us an evident example and demonſtration, how fom _ 

children are not of the like diſpoſitions with their parents, bfu 

ſometimes perhaps good and moderate, though.born of wick pn, 
ch an 


ed parents, and ſometimes ſhewing themſelves to be wicked 


though born of good parents; for theſe men turning aſid ben th 


from their father's good couries, and taking a courle that n 
was contrary to them, perverted juſtice for the filthy lucre d "Wh 
| t 


gifts and bribes, and made their determinations uot accordin 
tot ruth, but according to bribery, and turned aſide to luxury 


and a coſtly way of living, ſo that, as in the firſt place, the) then 
practiſed what was contrary to the will of God, fo did they hem v 
in the ſecond place, what was contfary to the will of thi e from 
prophet, their father, who had taken a great deal of care trug 
and made a very careſul proviſion that the multitude moulſi ee, t] 
be righteous. 1 pn 

om 


3. But the people, upon theſe injurics offered to thei 
former conſtitution and government by the prophet's ſons 
were very unealy at their actions, and came running to th 


ody, a 
aptains 


ul alſe 


prophet, who then lived at the city Ramah, and informet 


* 


III. THE JEWS. 5s 

4 pf the tranſgreſſions of his ſons ; and ſaid, That “ as 

he cas himſelf old already, and too infirm by that age of 
Ts ſon to overſee their affairs in the manner he uſed to do, fo 
men! ty begged of him, aud intreated him to appoint ſome 
7 10 Hon to be King aver them, who might rule over the na- 


, and avenge them of the Philiſtines, who ought to be 
iched for their former oppre ſſions.“ Theſe words great- 
Jited Samuel, on account of his innate love of juſtice, 
is hatred to kingly government, for he was very fond 
atiſlocracy, as what made the men that uſed it of a,di- 
ind happy diſpoſition : Nor could he either think of eat- 
r ſleeping, out of his concern and terment of mind at 
they had ſaid, but all the aight long did he continue 
e, and revolved theſe notions in his mind. 
While he was thus diſpoſed, God appeared to * 


red ti 
ler, an 
mman 
"OVeri! 
em, | 


d doin 
ry go 


ith for forted him, ſaying, © That he ought not to be un- 
umitt at what the multitude defired, becauſe it was not to he 
is ſon: Himſelf whom they ſo infolently deſpiſed, and would 


t have to be alone their King: that they had been con- 


of tl ving theſe things from the very day that they came out 


ide an 


le oth WI Egypt: that however in no long time they would ſore- 
: wo repent of what they did, which repentanee yet could not 
oſs wel do what was thus done for futurity : that they would 


ſufficiently rebuked for their contempt, and the un- 
ateful conduct they have uſed towards me, and towards 
y: prophetie office. So I command thee to; ordain them 
ch an one as I ſhall name before hand to be their King, 
ben thou haſt firſt. deſcribed what miſchiefs kingly go- 
-rament will bring upon them, and 8penly teſtified before 
em unto what. a great change of affairs they are haſſ ing.“ 
When Samuel had heard this, he called the Jews ear- 
the morning, and confeſſed to them that he was to or- 
them a king: but he faid, that he was firſt to deſcribe: 
hem what would follow; what treatment they would re- 
e from their kings, and with how many miſchiefs they 
t ſtruggle ; For know ye, faid he, that, in the firſt 
lace, they will take your fons away from you; and they 
ill command fome of them to be drivers of their. chariots, 
d ſome to be their horſemen, and the guards of their 
ody, and others of them to be runnets before them, and 
aptains of thouſands, and captains of hundreds: they 
ill alſg make them their artificers, makers of armour, and 


« of 
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e of chariots, and of inſtruments, they will mike them i 
« huſbandmen alſo, and the curators of their own fit 
„and the dizgers of their own vineyards : nor will ther, 
any thing which they will not do at their commands, i 
© they were ſlaves bought with money, They will ally if 
point your daughters to be confectioners, and cooks, i * 
„ bakers; and theſe will be obliged to do all forts of we 
« which women-flaves, that are in fear of ſtripes and: 
© ments, ſubmit to. They will, beſides this, take aß 


« your poſſeſſions, and beſtow them upon their eunuchs. 


game 
1 unte! 
1 11S m 


© the guards of their bodies, and will give the herds of volt N 
e cattle to their own ſervants; and, to ſay briely all at oi ve) 
„vou, and all that is yours, will be tervants to your R hu 
© and will become no way ſuperior to his flaves : and wh * 
„ you ſuffer thus, you will thereby be put in mind of wh * le 
„% now lay. And when you repent of what you have de de! 
you will beſeech God to have mercy upon you, and h. 
grant you a quick deliverance ſrom your kings; but 3 
„will not accept your prayers, but will neglect you, bim 
permit you to ſuffer the puniſhment your evil conduct e oro 
„ deſerved.” | b 1 
6. But the multitude was (till ſo fooliſh as to be deaf . 
theſe predictions of what would befal them; and too peel: t 
to ſuffer a determination which they had injudiciouſly o 2 
made to be taken out of their mind, for they could not ad ti 
turned from their purpoſe ; nor did they, regard the we him 
of Samu 1, but peremptorily infiſted on their relolution, Mot kn 
defired him to ordain them a King immediately, and not © 
trouble himſelf with fears of what would happen herealf. . 
pon 
for that it was neceſſary they ſhould have with them one * © 
fight their battles, and to avenge them of their enemies, 2 Ko 
that it was no way abſurd, when their neighbours were unt er. de 
kingly government, that they ſhould have the ſame form * 
government alſo. So when Samuel ſaw that what he | ] " W 
1.11 had not diverted them from their purpoſe, but that ich 
continued reſolute, he ſaid, © Go you every one home bh 
the preſent, when it is fit I will ſead for you, as ſoon ? he 
& I ſhall have learned from God who it is that he will g % : 
„you for your King.” | * 
Of thi 
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n 


ahpointment of a King over the Iſraelites, whoſe name was 
Saul ; and this by the command of God. 


85 
3 Turn was one of the tribe of Benjamine, a man 


of a good family, and of a virtuous diſpoſition ; 


ame was K:/h. He had a ſon, a young man, of a come- 
Suntenance, and of a tall body, but his underſtanding 
a 1is mind were preferable to what was viſible in him, 
14 
1 at . was more delighted with theſe than with any other cat - 
De had, ſo he ſent out his fon, and one ſervant with him, 
Warch for the beaſts ; but when he had gone over his own 


called him Saul. Now this Kiſh had ſome fine ſhe 


that were wandered out of the paſture wherein they fed, 


in ſearch after the aſſes, he went to other tribes, and 
he found them not there neither, he determined to go 
ay home, leſt he ſhould occaſion any concern to his fa- 
about himſelf. But when his ſervant that followed him 
bim, as they. were near the city Ramah, that there was 
ze prophet in that city, and adviſed him to go to him, fcr 
by him they would know the upſhot of the affair of their 
„he replied, That if they fhould go to him they had 
ing to give him as a reward for his prophecy, for their 
ſtence money was ſpent, The ſervant anſwered, That 
ad ſtill the * fourth part of a ſhekel, and he would pre- 
him with that; for they were miſtaken out of ignorance, 
ot knowing that the prophet received no ſuch reward. So 
went to him; and when they were before the gates,they 
t upon certain maidens that were going to fetch water, and 


aſked them, which was the prophet's houſe ? They ſhew- 


hem which it was; and bid them make haſte before he 
ſet. down to ſupper, for he had invited many gueſts to a 
, and that he uſed to fit down before thoſe that were in- 
d. Now Samuel had then gathered many together to 
with him on this-very account ; for while he every da 
ed to God to tell him before-hand, whom he would make 
g, he had informed him of this man the day before, for 
he would ſend bim a certain young man, out of the tribe 


of 


Of this great miſtake of 8auls and his ſervant's, as if a true pro- 
of God would accept of a gift or preſent, for forctelling what was 
d of him, ſee the note on B. IV. ch. vi. G 3. 
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of Benjamin, about this hour of the day: and he fat or 
top of the houſe in expectation of that time's being co 
And when the time was completed, he came down, i 
went to ſupper-z ſo he met with Saul, and God diſcovere 
him, that this was he who ſhould rule over them. Then 


went up to Samuel, and ſaluted him, and deſired him to give 
form him which was the prophet's houſe ? for he ſaid he Aud 
a ſtranger, and did not know it. When Samuel had num 
him that he was himſelf the perſon, he led him in to ſuſthee 
and aſſured him, that the aſſes were found which he had Gab 
to ſeek, and that the greateſt of good things were aſſure thou 
him; he replied, © Sir, I am too inconfiderable to hop alon; 
« any ſuch thing, and of a tribe too ſmall to have kl* niſhe 
s made out of it, and of a family ſmaller than ſeveral of K 
„families: but thou telleſt me this in jeſt, and make MP theſe 
an object of laughter, when thou diſcourſeft with ( thee 
„ greater matters than what I ſtand in need of.” How Tho: 
the prophet led him unto the feaſt and made him fit we n 
him and his ſervant that followed him, above the When 
gueſts that were invited, which were “ ſeventy in nuwi (ent th 
and he gave order to the ſervants to ſet the royal portioi accord 
fore Saul. But when the time of going to bed was come, 3. 1 
reſt roſe up, and every one of them went home, but Saul man A 
ed with the prophet, he and his ſervant, and flept with his rel: 

2. But as ſoon as it was day, Samuel raiſed up Saul and wh 


of his bed. and conducted him homeward ; and when he Wed non 
out of the city, he defired him to cauſe his ſervant to go Samuel 
fore, but to ſtay behind himſelf, for that he had ſomewh:{Wfound ; 
ſay to him, when nobody elſe was preſent. Accordi what b 
Saul ſent away his ſervant that followed him; then didMenvy, a 
prophet take a veſſel of oil, and poured it upon the he lieved; 
the young man, and kiſſed him, and ſaid, Be thou a kWalthoug 
© by the ordination of God, againſt the Philiſtines, and loved a 
„ avenging the Hebrews for what they have ſuffered hy th what h 
* of this thou ſhalt have a fign, which I would have neither 
„take notice of: as ſoon as thok are departed hence, WMpreſerv; 

' ** WW great p 


* It ſeems to me not improbable, that theſe 30 gueſts of Samui at thoſe 


here, with himſelf at the head of them, were a E Sanhedrim, V. 
that hereby Samuel intimated to Saul, that theſe 71 were to be his 

ſtant counſellors, and that he was to act not like a fole monarch, 9 FE 
with the advice and direction of theſe 71 members of that Jewiſh Wl ( z 3. 1 
hedrim upon all occaſions, which we never read yet that he con ctv. 5 


aſterward. 
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wilt find three men upon the road going to worſhip God at 
Bethel, the firſt of which thou wilt ſee carrying three loaves 
of bread, the ſecond carrying a kid of the goats, and the 
third will follow them carrying a bottle of wine, Theſe 
men will ſalute thee, and ſpeak kindly to thee, and will 
give thee two of their loaves, which thou ſhalt accept of. 
Aud thence thou (halt come to a place called Rachel mo- 
nument, where thou ſhalt meet with thoſe that will tell 


ü thee thy aſſes are found; after this, when thou comeſt to 


* Gabatha, thou ſhalt overtake a company of prophets, and 
thou ſhalt be ſeized with the “ divine fpirit, and prophecy 


* niſhed and wonder, and ſay, Whence is it that the ſon 
* of Kiſh has arrived at this degree of happineſs ? And when 
* theſe ſigns have happened to thee, know that God is with 
* thee : then do thou ſalute thy father, and thy kindred. 
Thou ſhalt alſo come when I {end for thee to Gilgal, that 
we may offer thank-offerings to God ſor theſe bleſſings.“ 
Vhen Samuel had faid this, and foretold theſe things, he 


ſent the young man away. Now all things fell out to Saul 


according to the prophecy of Samuel. 
3. But as ſoon as Saul came into the houſe of his kinſ- 


man Abner, whom indeed he loved better than the reſt of 


his relations, he was aſked by him concerning his journey, 
and what accidents happened to him therein; and he conceal- 
ed none of the other things from him, no, not his coming to 
Samuel the prophet, nor how he told him the aſſes were 
found; but he ſaid nothing to him about the kingdom, and 
what belonged thereto, which he thought would procure hint 
envy, and when ſuch things are heard, they are not eaſily be- 
lie ved; nor did he think it prudent to tell thoſe things to him, 
although he appeared very friendly to him, and one whom he 
loved above the reſt of his relations, conſidering, I ſuppoſe, 
what human nature really is, that no one is a firm friend; 
neither among our intimates, nor of our kindred, nor do they 
preſerve that kind diſpoſition when God advances men to 
great proſperity, but they are ſtill ill- natured and envious 
at thoſe that are in eminent ſtations. | 


Vol. II. B 4. Then 


* An inſtance of this divine fury we have after this in Saul, chap. v. 
92, 3. 1 Sam. xi. 6. See the like, Judg. iii. 10. vi. 34. xi. 29. Xi, 25. 
xiv. 6, ä n 


his benefits, and rejected God that he ſhould not be their 
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ap. 

4. Then Samuel called the people together to the city : 
Miſpeh, and Tpake to them in the words following, which he 6. | 
faid he was to ſpeak by the command of God: That When 
he had granted them a ſtate of liberty, and brought their 


« enemies into ſubjection, they were become unmindful of 


„King, as not conſidering that it would be moſt for their 
* advantage to be preſided over by the beſt of Beings, for 
© God is the beſt of beings, and they choſe to have a man i 
* for their king. while kings will uſe their ſubjects as beaſts, i 
* according to the violence of their own wills and inclina- Wi 
« tions, and other paſſions, as wholly carried away with the 
« luſt of power, but will pot endeavour ſo to preſerve the ; 
race of mankind as his own workmanſhip and creation, i 
* which, for that very reaſon, God would take care of. But 


* fince yau have come to a fixed reſolution, and this injuri- 3 
e ous treatment of God has quite prevailed over you, diſpoſe 
« yourſelves by your tribes and ſcepters, and caſt lots.“ 
5. When the Hebrews had fo done, the lot fell upon the „ 
tribe of Benjamin; and when the lot was caſt for the fami- 1115 : 
10 


lies of this tribe, that which was called Matri was taken; 
and when the lot was caſt for the ſingle perſons of that fami- 
ly, Saul, the ſon of Kiſh, was taken for their King. When. A 
the young man knew this, he prevented [their ſending for 

him], and immediately went away, and hid himſelf, I ſup- ſpect f 
poſe it was becauſe he would not have it thought that he will- al of 1 
ingly took the government upon him; nay, he ſhewed ſuch a WF <*P*< 


degree of command over himſelf, and of mogeſty, that while arlike 
the greateſt part are not able to contain their joy, even in the = ar 
gaining of ſmall advantages, but preſently ſhew themſelves WW rde 
publicly to all men, this man did not only ſhew nothing of . 


that nature, when he was appointed to be the lord of ſo ma- 
ny and ſo great tribes, but crept away, and concealed him- 
ſelf out of the fight of thoſe he was to reign over, and made 


eyes o 
rms, 0! 


them ſeek him, and that with a good deal of trouble, So en th, 
when the people were at a loſs, and ſolicitous, becauſe Saul whol! 
diſappeared, the prophet beſought God to ſhew where the 1 
young man was, and to produce him before them. So when Mag 


they had learned of God the place where Saul was hidden, 
they ſent men to bring him, and when he was come, they ſet 


him in the midſt of the multitude, Now he was taller thang. Taxe 


any pf them, and his ſtature was very majeſtic, poſes his 
6. When eye, and 


plucks & 


F VI. a | 
ö it ly. a of . 

* 15 4 6. Then ſaid the prophet, God gives you this man to be 
when q pur King: See how he is higher than any of the people, 


their d worthy ef this dominion. So as ſoon as the people had 
ade acclamation, God ſave the King, the prophet wrote. 
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ul off a t 1 

their un what would come to paſs in a book, and read it in the 
their Maring of the King, and laid up the book in the tabernacle 
+. tal 4 God, to be a witneſs to future generations of what he had 


retold. So when Samuel had finiſhed this matter, he diſ- 


hes led the multitude, and came himſelf to the city Ramah, 

cling, it was his own country. Saul alfo went away to Gibeah, 

h the ere he was born; and many good men- there were who 

7 4 id him the reſpect that was due to him, but the greater part 

e 1 re ill men, who deſpiſed him, and derided the others, who | 
Butcher did bring him preſents, nor did they in affection, or i 

ojuri- en in words, regard to pleaſe him, f 


liſpole 
22 0 KV. 
n the 


fami- e enpeditioi againſt the nation of the Ammonites, and vie- 
aken; tory over them, and the ſpoils he took from them, Av. 
fami- * . | * 


I. AFTER one month, the war which Saul had ith Na- 


When 
d for hath, the King of the Ammonites, obtan -a. 
4 ſup- ſpect from all the people, for this Nahaſh had dene g NY 1 
- will. Hal of miſchief to the Jews that lived beyond Jordan b * = 
ſuch ae expedition he had made againſt them with a great n | 

while Darlike army. He alſo reduced their cities into ſlavery, and 
in the Dat not only by ſubduing them for the preſent, which he did 
ſelves force and violence; but weakening them by ſubtilty an 


inning, that they might not be able afterward to get clear 68 -*% 


ng of | 
e ſlavery they were under to him; for he put out the right! 


ſo ma- 


1 him. eyes of thoſe that either delivered themſelves to him uport 
| made ums, or were taken by him in war; and this he did, thatf 
- Sol en their left eyes were covered by their ſhields, they might? , 
e Saul wholly uſeleſs in war. Now when the King of the A ave © 
re the nites had ſerved thoſe beyond Jordan in this manner, he IP 


d his army againſt thoſe that were called G/eadites ; and 


» when b , 

idden. Ping pitched his camp at the metropolis of his enemies, 

hey ſet B 2 5 Which 
DD 


er than 


When 


* F k 9. . . Won: 3-2 

ake here Theodoret's note, cited by Dr. Hudſon : * He that ex. 
poſes his ſhield to the enemy with his left hand, thereby hides his left , 
eye, and looks at the enemy with his right eye: He therefore” that 
plucks out that eye makes men uſclefs in war, 


body, or univerſally periſh, However, the Gileadites were 
N ſo affrighted at theſe offers, that they had not courage to ſay 
| any thing to either of them, neither that they would deliver 


he pleaſed to inflict upon them. 
2. So Nahafh, contemning the multitude of the Gileadite: 


. 

| So they immediately ſent to the Iſraelites, city by city, ani 
1 informed them what Nahaſh had tbreatend to do to then 
yi 


2 — 
E * — 0 - 9 
TD» Co ee — — —_— - - 4 


* _ 
. 
— - * 


ſeized with a divine fury, and ſent away the ambaſſadors fro 


_ a * o *- 4 
J 9 > 4 -v #--v— == —m 


the right way to Jabeſh. 
3. So being deſirous to turn the people to this war again! 
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which was the city Jabeſh, he ſent ambaſſadors to them, com. 
manding them either to deliver themſelves up, on conditio 
to have their right eyes plucked out, or to undergo a ſiege ; 
1 and to have their cities overthrown. He gave them their 
| choice, whether they would cut off a ſmall member of thei N 


4 themſelves up, nor that they would fight him: But they de 

| fired that he would give them ſeven days reſpite, that we 
might ſend ambaſſadors to their countrymen, and entreat thei 
aſſiſtance, and if they tame to aſſiſt them, they would fight 
but if that aſſiſtance were impoſſihle to be obtained from then 
they ſaid they would deliver themſelves up to ſuffer whateveq 


and the anſwer they gave, allowed them a reſpite, and gan: 
them leave to ſend to whomſoever they pleaſed for aſſiſtance 


and what great diſtreſs they were in. Now the people fel 
into tears and grief, at the hearing of what the ambaſſador 
from ſabeſh ſaid, and the terror they were in, permitted then 
to do nothing more. But when the meſſengers were comt 
to the city of King Saul, and declared the dangers in whic 
the inhabitants of Jabeſh were, the people were in the ſam 
affliction as thoſe in the other cities, for they lamented th 
calamity of thoſe related to them. And when Saul was r. 
turned from hjs huſbandry into the city, he found his fellow 
citizens weeping ;z and when, upon Tnquiry, he had Jearnet 
the cauſe of the confuſion and ſadneſs they were in, he wa 


the inhabitants of Jabeſh, and promiſed them to come to thei 
aſſiſtance on the third day, and to beat their enemies befor! 
fun- riſing, that the ſun, upon its riſing, might ſee that the 
had already conquered, and were freed from the fears the 
were under: But he bid ſome of them ſtay to conduct ther 


% the Ammonites by fear of the loſſes they ſhould otherwil: 
iy undergo, and that they might the more ſuddenly be gather 
43 ed together, he cut the ſine ws of his oxen, and threate nec 
tc 
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= do the ſame to all ſuch as did not come with their armour 


, com. Jordan the next day, and follow him and Samuel the pro- 
ndition et whitherſoever they fhould lead them. So they came to- 
a ſiege ther, out of fear of the loſſes they were threatened with, 
1 their the appointed time, And the multitude were numbered 
of thei the city Bezek. And he found the number of thoſe that 
s Were " re gathered together, beſides that of the tribe of Judah, 
e to 11 be ſeven hundred thouſand, while thoſe of that tribe were 
delivel enty thouſand, So he paſſed over Jordan, and proceeded 


hey de marching all that night, thirty fourlongs, and came to Ja- 
t they (h before ſun-rifing. So he divided the army into three 


at theifWSmpanies ; and fell upon their enemies on every fide on 
d fight We ſudden, and when they expected no ſuch thing: and 
n then Wining battle with them, they ſlew a great many of the Am- 
hate ve onites; as alſo their King Nahaſh. This glorious action 


as done by Saul; and was related with great commendation 


eadite him to all the Hebrews ; and he thence gained a wonder- 
ad gal reputation for his valour : For although there were ſome 
iſtance them that contemned him before, they now changed their 
ty, an inds, and honoured him, and eſteemed him as the beſt of 


o then en; for he did not content himſelf with having ſaved the 


ple fei habitants of Jabeſh only, but he made an expedition into 
aſſadoi ie country of the Ammonites, and laid it all watte, and 
ed theu ok a large prey, and ſo returned to his own country moſt 
e com loriouſly: So the people were greatly pleaſed at theſe excel- 
wicht performances of Saul's, and rejoiced that they had con- 
he ſamMituted him their King. They allo made a clamour againſt 


ted thaWhoſe that pretended he would be of no advantage to their 


was re ffairs; and they faid, where now are theſe men? let them 
 fellowWc brought to puniſhment, with all the like things that mul- 
learneiitudes do uſually ſay, when they are elevated with proſpe- 
he wayWity, againit thoſe that lately had deſpiſed the authors of it, 


ors fro 


But Saul, although he taok the good- will and the affection 
| to theit 


f theſ@men very kindly, yet did he ſwear that he would not 


s before any of his countrymen flain that day, fince it was abſurd 
1at theo mix this victory, which God had given them, with the 
ars the lood and ſlaughter of thoſe that were of the ſame lineage 
& thenWith themſelves; and that it was more agreeable to be then 


fa friendly diſpoſition, and fo to betake themſelves to feaſt- 


* again o, 

herwi'Y 4. And when Samuel had told them that he ought to 
gatherWonfirm the kingdom to Saul by a ſecond ordination of him; 
eate nee B 3 they 


10 


k VI J 
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did WWF our fathers, ſent Moſes and Aaron, who were brethren, 


ul wih td gave them power to deliver the multitude out of their 
ed hin iareſs, aud this without a King, Theſe brought us in- 
t of thi « d this very land which you now poſſeſs: And when you 
in the joyed theſe advantages from God, you betrayed his wor- 
r gene " ip and religion; nay moreover, when you were brought 
e deatiWnder the hands of your enemies, he delivered you, firſt by 
had niendering you ſuperior to the Aſſyrians and their forces, 
; aft > then made you to overcome the Ammonites and Moab- 
ey the es, and laſt of all the Philiſtines; and theſe things have 


ared een atchieved under the conduct of Jephtha and Gideon, 
12s th hat madneſs therefore poſſeſſed you to fly from God, 
ger. Ind to defire to be under a King; yet have I ordained 
1bly aim for King whom he chole for you. However, that I 
od Al 1 nay make it plain to you, that God is angry and diſpleaſed 


mei t your choice of kingly governnfent, I will ſo diſpoſe hin: 
dur f hat he ſhall declare this very plainly to you by ſtrange ſig- 
endu als, for what none of you ever ſaw here before, I mean 
ſay “winter form in the midſt of harveſt, I will entreat of 
ne, no! od, and will make it vifible to you.” Now, as ſoon as 
have had ſaid this, God gave ſuch great fignals by thunder and 
I don htning, and the deſcent of hail, as atteſted the truth of all 
Beit the prophet had ſaid, in ſomuch that they were amazed 
ep, o terrified, and confeſſed they had finned, and had fallen 
ſupporo that tin through ignorance ; and beſought the prophet, 
aſs fo one that was a tender and gentle father to them, to ren- 
ne ſuc God ſo merciful as to forgive this their fin, which they 
ſence,” added to thoſe other. offences whereby they had affront- 
one by him and tranſgrefled agaialt him. So he promiſed them 


an hot he would beſeech God, and perſuade him to forgive 


d beers, and to be good; and ever to remember the miſeries 
you art had befallen them on account of their departure from vir- 
>, com as alſo. to remember the ftrange figns God had thewed 
at free m, and the body of laws that Moſes had given them, if 
impieiſ ey had any deſire of being preſerved and made happy. with 
2 to reeir King. But he ſaid, that if they ſhould grow careleſs 
nto E | | of 
of out | 


o man Mr. Reland obſerves here, and proves elſe where in his note on An- 

la very B. III. ch. i. 4 6. that N '» thunder and lightening with us hap- 
7 uſually in ſummer, yet in Paleſtine and Syria they are chiefly con, 

Pray cred to winter. Joſephus takes notice of the ſame thing again, Of the 
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ar, B. IV. ch. iv. 5 5. vol. V. 


em theſe their fins. However, he adviſed them to be right- 
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of theſe things, great judgments would come from God u 
them. and upon their King. And when Samuel had thi 
propheſied to the Hebrews, he diſmiſſed them to_their oi 
homes, having confirmed the kingdom to Saul the ſecoii 


. VI 


CH AP, VI. 


How the Philiftines made another expedition again/i the H 
brews, and were beaten. | 


Fr. ow Saul choſe out of the multitude about th 


thouſand men, and he took two thouſand of th. Bu 
to be the guards of his own body, and abode in the city the 11 
thel, but he gave the reſt of them to Jonathan his ſon to his cc 
the guards of his body x and fent him to Gibeah, where od, 
beſieged and took a certain garriſon of the Philiſtines, & tho: 
far from Gilgal, for the Philiſtines of Gibeak had beaten tl 
Jews, and taken their weapons away, and had put garriſo Saul ſ 
into the ſtrongeſt places of the country, and had forbid e ſev: 
them to carry any inſtrument of iron, or at all to make im, bu 
of any iron in any caſe whateſoever. And on account of tt n 
prohibition, it was, that the huſbandman, if they had any e 
caſion to ſharpen any of their tools, whether it were the co atom 
ter or the ſpade, or any inſtrument of huſbandry, they ca and hi 
to the Philiſtines to do it. Now. as foon as the Philiſtin gp! = dil 
heard of this flaughter of their garriſon, they were in a rag _ 
about it, and. looking on this contempr as a terrible affro ＋ Aa 
offered them, they made war againſt the Jews, with thy ces, nc 
bundred thouſand footmen, and thirty thouſand chariots, a venturi 
fx thouſand horſes ;. and they pitched their camp at the ci ft. B. 
- Michmaſh. When Saul, the King of the Hebrews, was 1 bp 
formed of this, he went dowa to the city. Gilgal, and mad 6 by 2 
proclamation. over all the country, that they ſhould try to ¶eepin, 
gain their liberty; and called them to the war againſt the Pein co 
liſtines, diminiſhing their forces, and deſpiſing them as ience 
very conſiderable, and as not ſo great, but they might haza et th 
a battle with them. But when the people about Saul cbſeri 4 
ed how numerous the Philiſtines were, they were under Will xii. 5/ 
great conſternation ; and ſome of them hid themſelves in cave tter; t 
and in dens under ground, but the greater part fled into i chat 
land beyond Jordan, which belonged to Gad and Reubel. ah 
2, B ugh th 
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tude, and that he therefore had performed divine offices in 
ill manner, and had been raſh in performing them. H. 
upon Saul made an apology for himſelf, and ſaid, That 
„ had waited as many days as Samuel had appointed hi 
that he had been ſo quick in offering his ſacrifices, u 
account of the neceſſity he was in, and becauſe his fold 
were departing from him, out of their fear of the enen 
* camp at Michmaſh, the report being gone abroad that tif 

© were coming down upon him to Gilgal.?? To which 
muel replied, ** Nay certainly, if thou hadft been a #* rig 


= 2 
» 


. 


„ ous man, and hadſt not diſobeyed me, nor ſhghted No 
© commands which God ſuggeſted to me concerning the Mee 
e ſent ſtate of affairs, and hadſt not ated more haſtily . 
© the preſent circumſtances required, thou wouldeſt b made 
permitted to reign a long time, and thy poſterity a ned, 
© thee.” . So Samuel being grieved at what happened, ple of 
turned home; but Saul came to the city Gibeah, with. 
ſon Jonathan, having only fix. hundred men with him: ly tc 
of theſe the greater part had no weapons, becauſe of the (ct <2 
city of iron in that country, as well as of thoſe that co. J _ 
make ſuch weapons, for as we ſhewed s little before, Le 
Philiſtines had not ſuffered- them to have ſuch iron, or ſul” bic 
workmen. Now the Philiſtines divided their army into th b 
companies, and took as many roads, and laid waſte the co c 
try of the Hebrews, while King Saul and his Son Jonathl Pr 
ſaw what was done, but were not able to defend the Ian and | 
as more than fix hundred men with them. Zut as he, ar ** 
| a, aſc 
* By this anſwer of Samuel, and that from a divine commiſſi n . 
which is fuller in 1 Sam. xiii. 14. and by that parallel note in the Apol{Þted « 
ſical Conſtitutions juſt now quoted, concerning the great wickedneſs e 1m 
Saul in venturing, even under a ſeeming neceſſity of affairs, to uſu by tl 
the prieſt's office, and offer ſacrifice without the prieſt, we are in ſon ock 
degree able to anſwer that queſtion, which 1 have ever thought a ve 
hard one, viz. Whether, if there were a city or country of lay-chrilS th; 
ans without any clergeymen, it were lawful for the laity alone to bap tif (Y, 2! 
or celebrate the euchariſt, c. or indeed whether they alone could hey 
dain themſelves either biſhops, prieſts, or deacons, for the due perforn ther 
ance of ſuch ſacerdotal miniſtration ? or whether they ought not rathq ther N 
till they procure clergymen to come among them, to confine themſelu C 
within thoſe bounds of piety and chriſtianity which belong alone to eme 
laity ? ſuch particularly as are recommended in the firſt book of t he g 
Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, which peculiarly concern the laity, and a of « 


imitated in Clement's undoubted epiſtle, F 40, To which latter of 
aton I incline? 
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ices , and Abiah the high prieſt, who was of the poſteri- 
5 q Eli the high prieſt, were fitting upon a pretty high hill, 
hat eeing the land laid waſte, they were mighiily diiturbed 
ted hi Now Saul's fon agreed with his armour-bearer, that 
ces. w ; would go privately to the enemies camp, and make a 

is ſol , and a diſturbance among them. And when the ar- 
e enen 5 bearer had readily promiſed to follow him whitherſo- 


that t he (ſhould lead him, though he ſhould be obliged to die 
:hich WT attic: pt, Jonathan mage uſe of the young man's aſſiſt- 


* rigi_ and deſcended from the hill, and went to their ene- 
-hted 8 Now the enemies camp was upon a precepice, which 
> the if ad Whrce tops, that ended in a ſmall but ſharp and long ex- 
Rily th Wt y, while there was a rock that ſurrounded them like 
left made to prevent the attacks of an enemy. There it ſo 
rity a ved. tbat the out- guards of the camp were neglected, 
ned, We of the ſecurity that here aroſe from the ſituation of 
with ace, and becauſe they thought it altogether impoſſible, 
im: ly toaſcend up tothe campwn that quarter, but ſomuch 
the come near it. As ſoon therefore as they came to the 


„Jonathan encouraged his armour-bearer, and ſaid to 
« Let us attack our entmies; and if when they ſee us 
y bid us come up to them, take that for a ſignal of vic- 
y; but if they ſay nothing, as not intending to invite 


1at co 
fore, t 
1, or fu 
nto thr 


the col to come up, let us return back again.” So when they 
Jonath aproaching to the encmies camp, juſt -after break of 
he la and the Philiſtines aw them, they ſaid one to ano- 


„The Hebrews come out of their dens and caves :?? 
they ſaid to Jonathan and to his armour-bearer, © Come 
, aſcend up to us, that we may inflict a juſt puniſhment 


) he, al 


ommiſſil on you for your raſh attempt upon us.” 80 Saul's fon 
he ApoiffWÞtcd of that invitation, as what ſignified to him victory, 
kednels e immediately came out of the place whence they were 
te uli by their enemies, ſo he changed his place, and came to 
* lock which had none to guard it, becauſe of its own 
gant a v 

lay-chri g th; from thence they crept up with great labour and dif- 
to bap ti y, and ſo far overcame by force the nature of the place, 
could hey were able to fight with their enemies. So they fell 
e perfor ll them as they were afleep, and ſlew about twenty of them, 
I hereby filled them with diſorder and ſurpriſe, inſomuch 
one to oi {ome of them threw away their entire armour and fled, 
ok of che greateſt part not knowing one another, becauſe they 
: you el different nations, ſuſpected one another to be ene- 
atter 


mite, 


war. V 
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mies, (for they did not imagine there were only two of il 
Hebrews that came up), and fo they fought one againſt 2 
ther; and ſome of them died in the battle, and ſome, as th 
were flying away, were thrown down from the rock headlof 
3. Now Saul's watchmen told the Kiog, that the camp 
the Philiſtines was in confuſion ; then he inquired wheth 
any body was gone away from the army? and when he hel 
that his ſon, and with him his armour-bearer, were abſelll 
he bid the high prieſt take the garments of his high prieſtho 
and prophecy to him what ſucceſs they ſhould have; 
ſaid, © That they ſhould get the victory, and prevail agai 
„their enemies.“ So he went out after the Philiſtines, x 
ſet upon them as they were {laying one another. Thoſe 
ſo came running to him, who had fled to dens and ray 
upon hearing that Saul was gaining a victory. When the 
fore the number of the Hebrews that came to Saul amouny 
to about ten thouſand, he purſued the enemy, who ut 
ſcattered all over. the country; but then he fell into an acti 
which was a very unhappy one, and liable to be very muy 
blamed; for, whether out, of ignorance, or whether out of 
for a victory gained ſo ſtrangly, 756 it frequently happe 


that perſons ſo fortunate are not then able to uſe their real K 
conſiſtently, as he was deſirous to avenge himſelf, and to enemies 
act aduvepuniſhment of the Philiſtines, he denounced * a c when kt! 
on the Hebrews, That if any one put a ſtop to his laugh deed ſh 
of the enemy, and fell on eating, and left off the flau the Kin 
« ter, or the purſuit before the night came on, and, oblig know ol 
© them ſo to do, he ſhould be accurſed.” Now aſter Si permiſſi 
had denounced this curſe, ſince they were now in a ve thoſe tl 
belonging to the tribe of Ephraim, which was thick and] = my 
of. bees, Saul's fon who did not hear his father denou . * ' 
that curſe, nor hear of the approbation the multitude gave. me 
it, broke off a piece of an honey-comb, and eat part of .. ly | 
But in the mean time, he was informed with what a cliff > 2 
„ {© I {we 
This raſh vow or curſe of Saul's, which Joſephus ſays was conli V. 
ed by the people, and yet not executed, I ſuppoſe principally beci 
Jonathan did not know of it, is very remarkable, it being of the elle! * He 
of the obligation of all laws, that they be ſufficiently known and Power, 
mulgated, otherwiſe the conduct of providence, as to the ſacrednel* endeavo 
ſolemn oaths and vows, in God's refuſing to anſwer by Urim, till or the ſz 
breach of Saul's vow or curſe was underſtood and ſet right, and of a nes 
propitiated by public prayer, is here very remarkable, as indeed i 3 


every where elſe in the Old Teſtament, 
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is father had forbidden them to taſte any thing before ſun. 
tting : ſo he left off eating, and ſaid, © His father had not 
done well in this prohibition, becauſe had they taken 
ſome food, they had purſued the enemy with greater vi- 


gour and alacrity, and had both taken and ſlain many 
more of their enemies.” 


e hei 4. When therefore they had ſlain many ten thouſands of 
abſe he Philiſtines, they fell upon ſpoiling the camp of the Thi- 
eſtho tines, but not till late in the evening. They alſo took a 
e; great deal of prey, and cattle, and killed them, and eat them 
agi Vith their blood, This was told to the King by the Scribes, 
nes, hat the multitude were ſinning againſt God, as they ſacrifi- 
hoſe Wed, and were eating before the blood was well waſhed away, 


can 
n ther 
noum 
10 Ve 


and the fleſh was made clean. Then did Saul give order, 
hat a great ſtone ſhould be rolled into the midit of them, 
and he made proclamation that they ſhould kill their ſacrifi- 
es upon it, and not feed upon the fleſh with the blood, for 


act that was not acceptable to God. And when all the people 
ry mu id as the King commanded them, Saul * erected an altar 
it of rhere, and offered burnt offerings upon it to God. This 
1appedlil 28 the firſt altar that Saul built. 

i» red 5- So when Saul was deſirous of leading his men to the 


enemies camp before it was day, in order to plunder it, and 


d to 


* a cull ben the ſoldiers were not willing to follow him, but in- 
laugh dced ſhewed great readineſs to do as he commanded them, 

lau che King called Abitub the high prieſt, and enjoined him to 
obliol know of God, whether he would grant them the fayour and 
er SN permiſſion to go againſt the enemies camp, in order to deſtroy 


thoſe that were in it. And when the prieſt ſaid, That God 


* did not give any anſwer. And not without ſome cauſe, 
enoulfl © [214 Saul, does God refuſe to anſwer what we inquire of 


„him, while yet a little while ago he declared to us all that 
* we deſired before hand, and even prevented us in his an- 
„ ſwer. To be ſure there is ſome ſin againſt him that is con- 
* cealed from us, which is the occaſion of his ſilence. Now 


„ ſwear by him himſelf, that though he that hath commit- 
oooh Vor. II. = oo * ted 


* Here we have ſtill more indications of SauPs affectation of deſpotic 
and will power, and of his entrenching upon the prieſthood, and making and 
rednes WF <ndeavouring to execute a raſh vow or curſe without conſulting Samuel, 

or the ſanhedrim. In this view it is alſo that I look upon this erection 
of a new altar by Saul, and his offering of burnt-offerings himſelf up- 


leed i en it, and not as any proper inſtance of devotion or religion, with other 
commentators. wy 
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mies, (for they did not imagine there were only two of 
Hebrews that came up), and fo they fought one againſt: 
ther; and ſome of them died in the battle, and ſome, as 
were flying away, were thrown down from the rock headlq 

3. Now Saul's watchmen told the King, that the cam 
the Philiſtines was in confuſion ; then he inquired whet 
any body was gone away from the army? and when he he 
that his ſon, and with him his armour-bearer, were ab 
he bid the high prieſt take the garments of his high prieſth 
and prophecy to him what ſucceſs they ſhould have ; 1 
ſaid, © That they ſhould get the victory, and prevail api 


Witines, 
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„ their enemies.” So he went out after the Philiſtines, ; at th 
ſet upon them as they were {laying one another. Thoſe ed, an 
#o came running to him, who had fled to dens and c nd th: 


upon hearing that Saul was gaining a victory. When the 
fore the number of the Hebrews that came to Saul amoun 
to about ten thouſand, he purſued the enemy, who x 
ſcattered all over the country; but then he fell into an ad 
which was a very unhappy one, and liable to be very m 
blamed; for, whether out, of ignorance, or whether out of 
for a victory gained fo ſtrangly, fr it frequently happe 
that perſons ſo fortunate are not then able to uſe their re; 
conſiſtently, as he was deſirous to avenge himſelf, and to 
act a due puniſhment ofthe Philiſtines, he denounced * a ci 
on the Hebrews, That if any one put a ſtop to his ſlaugb 
© of the enemy, and fell on eating, and left off the ſlay 
« ter, or the purfuit before the night came on, and, oblig 
e them ſo to do, he ſhould be accurſed.” Now aſter $ 
had denounced this curſe, ſince they were now in a wi 
belonging to the tribe of Ephraim, which was thick and 
of. bees, Saul's fon who did not hear his father denon 
that curſe, nor hear of the approbation the multitude gar 
it, broke off a piece of an honey-comb, and eat part 0 
But in the mean time, he was informed with what a c 
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* This raſh vow or curſe of Saul's, which Joſephus ſays was con * 
ed by the people, and yet not executed, I ſuppoſe principally bec 4 
Jonathan did not know of it, is very remarkable, it being of the elit H 
of the obligation of all laws, that they be ſufficiently known and power, 
mulgated, otherwiſe-the conduct of providence, as to the ſacredne| endeav. 
ſolemn oaths and vows, in God's refuſing to anſwer by Urim, till or the 
breach of Saul's vow or curſe was underſtgad and ſet right, and of a ne 
propitiated by public prayer, -is here very remarkable, as indeed | nk v4, 
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father had forbidden them to taſte any thing before ſun- 
tting : ſo he left off eating, and ſaid, © His father had not 


e, as ii done well in this prohibition, becauſe had they taken 
neadlo ſome food, they had purſued the enemy with greater vi- 
e cam cour and alacrity, and had both taken and ſlain many 
rhei more of their enemies.“ 

he he 4. When therefore they had ſlain many ten thouſands of 
e abſe e Philiſtines, they fell upon ſpoiling the camp of the Ohi- 
rieſtb tines, but not till late in the evening. They allo took a 
ve; eat deal of prey, and cattle, and killed them, and eat them 
ail agi ith their blood, This was told to the King by the Scribes, 
tines, iat the multitude were ſinning againſt God, as they ſacrifi- 
Thoſe ed, and were eating before the blood was well waſhed away, 
nd cnd the fleſh was made clean. Then did Saul give order, 
nen the lat a great ſtone ſhould be rolled into the midit of them, 


amouul nd he made proclamation that they ſhould kill their ſacrifi- 


ho es upon it, and not feed upon the fleſh with the blood, for 
an a& at was not acceptable to God. And when all the people 
"ery ml id as the King commanded them, Saul * erected an altar 
out of Where, and offered burnt offerings upon it to God. This 
bapp 25 the firſt altar that Saul built. 
\eir res 5. So when Saul was deſirous of leading his men to the 
and to nemies camp before it was day, in order to plunder it, and 
dae hen the ſoldiers were not willing to follow him, but in- 
flaughMP'<<d ſhewed great readineſs to do as he commanded them, 
'e ſlaul he King called Abitub the high prieſt, and enjoined him to 
1 obli now of God, whether he would grant them the fayour and 
ter Neermiſſion to go againſt the enemies camp, in order to deſtroy 


\ hoſe that were in it. And when the prieſt ſaid, That God 


k andi lid not give any anſwer. “ And not without ſome cauſe, 
denon [214 Saul, does God refuſe to anſwer what we inquire of 
de gan! him, while yet a little while ago he declared to us all that 


* we deſired before hand, and even prevented us in his an- 
« ſwer. To be ſure there is ſome fin againſt him that is con- 
* cealed from us, which is the occaſion of his ſilence. Now 
„ ſwear by him himſelf, that though he that hath commit- 
Vol. II. C ted 


part 0 
t ac 


vas coni 

= Bw * Here we have ſtill more indications of Saul's affeQation of deſpotic 
n and Power, and of his entrenching upon the pricſthood, and making and 
.crednelaſl <ndeavouring to execute a raſh vow or curſe without conſulting Samuel, 
in, till er the ſanhedrim. In this view it is alſo that I look upon this erection 


of a new altar by Saul, and his offering of burnt-offerings. himſelf up- 


en it, and not as any proper inſtance of devotion or religion, with other 
commentators. ak 
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© ted this fin ſhould prove to be my own ſon Jonathan, | 

« will ſlay him, and by that means will appeaſe the anger of 
“God againſt us, and that in the very ſame manner as if 
© were to puniſh a ſtranger, and one not at all related to me 
% for the ſame offence.” So when the multitude cried ou 
to him ſo to do, he preſently ſet all the reſt on one fide, an 
he and. his ſon ſtood on the other fide, and he ſought to dil 
cover the offender by lot. Now the lot appeared to fall up 
on Jonathan himſelf, So when he was aſked by his fatheli 
what fin he had been guilty of? and what he was conſcio 


ae. VI 


ceſs a 
ns: Aa 


arkabl 


of in the courſe of his life that might be eſteemed inſlance God | 
of guilt or profaneneſs ? his anſwer was this, O father, him 1 
„have done nothing more, than that yeſterday, withouf and t. 
* knowing of the curſe and oath thou hadeſt denounced, while he ha 


« I was in purſuit of the enemy, I taſted of an honey comb.” 
But Saul ſware that he would ſlay him, and prefer the obſer. 
vation of his oath before all the ties of birth and of nature, 
And Jonathan was not diſmayed at this threatening of death, 
but offering himſelf to it generouſly, and undauntedly, he 
ſaid, © Nor do I. defire you, father, to. ſpare me: Death 
« will be to me very acceptable, when it proceeds from thy 
© piety, and after a glorious victory; for it is the greateit 
« conſolation to me, that I leave the Hebrews victorious 
« over the Philiſtines.” Hereupon all the people were ve. 
ry ſorry, and greatly afflicted for Jonathan, and they ſware 
that they would not overlook Jonathan, and ſee him die, 
who was the author of their victory, By which means they 
ſnatched him out of the danger he was in from his father's 
curſe, while they made their prayers to God alſo for the 
young man, that he would remit his ſin. 


6. So Saul having ſlain about fixty thouſand of the enemy, 2. 
returned home to his own city, and reigned happily : And upp! 
he alſo fought againſt the neighbouring nations, and ſubdued FJ in 
the Ammonites, and Moabites, and Philiſtines, and Edom- he re 


| Ites, and Amalekites, as alſo the King of Zobah. He had 
three male children, Jonathan, and Iſhui, and Melc-hiſhua; 
with Merab and Michal his daughters. He had alſo Abner, 
his uncle's ſon, for the captain of his hoſt: that uncle's name 
Was Ner. Now Ner, and Kiſh the father of Saul, were bro- 


thers. Saul had alſo a great many chariots and horſemen, 96s 
and againſt whomſoever he made war he returned conqueror, {Wſx0d. 
and advanced the affairs of the Hebrews to a great degree of «pet 


ſucceſs 
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than, | | 

nger d Wc ceſs and proſperity, and made them ſuperior to other na- 
as if as: and he made ſuch of the young men that were re- 
| to me arkable for tallneſs and comelineſs the guards of his body. 
1ed Out 

82 CHAP. VII. 

8 > Saule war with the Amalehites, and conqueſt of them. 

. fathe Wt. row Samuel came unto Saul, and ſaid to him, That 
nfcio he was ſent by God to put him in mind that 
fAanco God had preferred him before all others, and ordained 
ther, nim King; that he therefore ought to be obedient to him, 
"it hou and to ſubmit to his authority, as conſidering, that though 
, while he had the dominion over the other tribes vet, that God 
comb,” had the doamin-= — over Ings. 
> obſer. at accordingly God ſaid to him, that becauſe the Ama- 
nature. lekites did the Hebrews a great deal of miſchief while 
death they were in the wilderneſs, and when, upon their com- 
Ily, be ing out of Egypt, they were making their way to that 
Death country which is now their own, I enjoin thee to puniſh 
om thy the Amalekites by making war upon them; and when thou 
reatei haſt ſubdued them, to leave none of them alive, but to 
dorioul purſue them through every age, and to ſlay theth, begin- 
ere ve. ning with the women and the infants, and to require this 
| {ware as a puniſhment. to be inflicted upon them for the miſchief 
m die, they did to our forefathers... To ſpare nothing, neither 
s they aſſes nor other beaſts, nor to reſerve any of them for your 
atherz l own advantage and poſſeſſion, but to devote them univer- 


* ſally to God, and, in obedience to the cdinmands of Mo- 
* ſes, to blot out the name of * Amalek entirely.” bs 
2. So Saul promiſed to do what he was commanded ; and 
uppoſing that his obedience to God would be ſhewa not on- 
y in making war againſt the Amalekites, but more fully in 
he readineſs and quickneſs of his proceedings, he made no 
delay, but immediately gathered together all his forces; and 
. C 2 | when 


LI 


or the 


nemy, 
And 
bdued 
Edom- 
e had 
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\ bner, 
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e bro- 
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*The reaſon of this ſeverity is diſtinctly given, 1 Sam.” xv. 18. Go 
nd utterly deſtroy the finners the Amalekites : Nor indeed do we ever 
cet with theſe Amalekites but as very cruel and bloody people, and 
particularly ſeeking to injure and utterly to deſtroy the nation of Iſrael. 
Lx0d. xvii. 8.—16. Numb. xiv. 45. Deut. xxv. os 18, 19. Judg. vi. 
„6. 1 Sam. xv. 33. Pſal. Ixxxiii. 5. and above all, the moſt barbarous 
of all cruelties, that of Haman the Agagite, or one of the poſterity of 
Agag, the old King of the Amalekites, Eſth. iii. 1-15. . 
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when he had numbered them in Gilgal, he found them i 
be about four hundred thouſand of the Iſraelites, beſides ti 
tribe of Judah, for that tribe contained by itſelf thirty thou 
ſand. Accordingly Saul made an irruption into the country 
of the Amalekites, and ſet many men in ſeveral parties it 
ambuſh at the river, that ſo he might not only do them a mil 
chief by open fighting, but might fall upon them unexpected 
ly in the ways, and might thereby compaſs them round about 


ſtroyed them all. And when that undertaking had ſucceed 
ed, according as God had foretold, he ſet upon the cities 
the Amalekites; he beſieged them, and took them by force 
partly by warlike machines, partly by mines dug under ground, 


LIU pins vey ww, 22 29 al... . tee 


ed out with famine, and ſome they gained by dne be _ 
and after all, he betook himſelf to ſlay the women and th 


rouſly or inhumanly, firſt, becauſe they were enemies whom 
he thus treated, and, in the next place, becauſe it was done 
by the command of God, whom it was dangerous not to 
obey. He alfo took Agag, the enemies King, captive ; the 
beauty and tallneſs of whoſe body he admired ſo much, that 
he thought him worthy of preſervation : Yet was not thi: 
done however according to the will of God, but by giving 
way to human paſſions, and ſuffering himſelf to be moved with 
an unſeaſonable commiſeration, in a point where it was not 
ſafe for him to indulge it, for God hated the nation of the 
Amalekites to ſuch a degree, that he commanded Saul to have 
no pity on even thoſe infants which we by nature chiefly cc. 
paſſionate; but Saul preſerved their King and ce rnor from 
the miſeries which the Hebrews brov-t; on the people, as if 


he preferred the fine avre* ance of the enemy to the memory 
ot wnat God had ſent him about. The multitude were allo 
guilty, together with Saul, for they {pared the herds and the 
flocks, and took them for a prey, when God had commanded 
they ſhould not ſpare them. They alſo carried off with them 
the reſt of their wealth and riches, but if they were any thing 
that was not worthy of regard that they deſtroyed. 

3. But when Saul had conquered all theſe Amalckites 
that reached from Peluſium of Egypt to the Red Sea, he 
laid waſte all the reſt of the enemies country: but for the 

nation 


and kill them. And when he had joined battle with th 
enemy, he beat them, and purſuing them as they fled, he de 


children, and thought he did not act therein either barb 
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them ion of the Shechemites, he did not touch them, although 
des th y dwelt in the very middle of the country of Midian; for 
ty thou core the battle, Saul had ſent to them, and charged them 
countril depart thence, left they ſhould be partakers of the miſeries 


the Amalekites, for he had a juſt occaſion for ſaving them, 
ce they were of the kindred of Raguel, Moſes's father- 


law. 
I about 4. Hereupon Saul returned home with joy, for the glori- 
ith this things he had done, and for the conqueſt of his enemies, 
, he de though he had not neglected any thing which the prophet 
ucceed d enjoined him to do, when he was going to make war 
ities Mitch the Amalekites, and as though he had exactly obſerved 


| that he ought to have done. But God was grieved that 
ze King of the Amalekites was preſerved alive, and that the 
ultitude had ſeized on the cattle for a prey, becauſe theſe 
ings were done without his permiſſion; for he thought it an 
tolerable thing, that they ſhould conquer andovercome their 
nemies by that power which he gave them, and then that he 
imfelf ſhould be fo groſly deſpiſed and diſobeyed by them, 
hat a mere man that was a King would not bear it. He 


y force 


1 (0 erefore told Samuel the prophet, that he repented that he 
os ad made Saul King, while he did nothing that he had com- 
z Ta 


aanded him, but indulged his own inclinations. When Sa- 
nuel heard that, he was in confuſion ; and began to beſeech 
od all that night to be reconciled to Saul, and not to be 
angry with him; but he did not grant that forgiveneſs to 
Baul which the prophet aſked for, as not deeming it a fit thing 
o grant frexivencts of [ſuch} ſins at his entreaties, ſince in- 
uries do not otherwiſe grow fo great as by the eaſy tempers 
pf thoſe that are injured ; for while they hunt after the glory 
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d with 
as not 
df the 
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þ - walls 


* from of being thought gentle and good-natured, before they are 
„ as il Waware they produce other fins. As ſoon therefore as God 
mor) fliad rejected the intereeſſion of the prophet, and it plainly ap- 
re allo 


peared he would not change his mind, at break of day Sa- 
muel came to Saul to Gilgal. When the King faw him, he 
anded Fran to him, and embraced him, and ſaid, © I return thanks 
them“ to God who hath given me the victory, for I have per- 
thing! formed every thing that he hath. commanded me.“ To 

which Samuel rephed, © How is it then that I hear the bleat- 
kites WW © ing of the ſheep, and the lowing of the greater cattle in 
a, he “ the camp ?” Saul made anſwer, That the people had. 
the Bi © reſerved them for ſacrifices, but that, as to the nation of 
ation e tha 


id the 


* 
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te the Amalekites, it was entirely deſtroyed, as he had rece 1 
ed it in command to ſee done, and that no one man was 1:8 
© but that he had ſaved alive the king alone, and brou 
& him to him, concerning whom he ſaid they would ad; 
© together what ſhould be done with him.” But the pn 
phet ſaid, . God is not delighted with ſacrifices, but yi 
good and with righteous men, who are ſuch as follow | 
&« will and his laws, and never think that any thing is wt 
done by them but when they do it as God had comman 
« ed them: that he then looks upon himſelf as affronted, nf 
* when any one does not ſacrifice, but when any one appeal 
© to be diſobedient to him. But that from thoſe who do ui 
„ obey him, nor pay him that duty which is the alone tr 
© and acceptable worſhip, he will not kindly accept their o 
% lations, be thoſe they offer never ſo many and ſo fat, ar 
be the preſentsthey make him never ſoornamental, nay th 
« they were made of gold and filver themſelves, but he wi 
* reject them, and eſteem them inſtances of wickedneſs, ar 
I not of piety. And that he is delighted with thoſe that ti 
e bear in mind this one thing, and this only, how to do that 
« whatſoever it be, which God pronounces or commands fo 
„them to do, and to chooſe rather to die than to tranſgrel 
* any of thoſe commands; nor does he require ſo much 
* a ſacrifice from them. And when theſe do ſacrifice thoug 
it be a mean oblation, he better accepts of it, as the hc 
© nour of poverty, than ſuch oblations as come from thi 
* richeſt men that offer them to him. Wherefore take nc 
„ tice, that thou art under the wrath of God, for thou haf 
* deſpiſed and neglected what he commanded thee. Hoy 
* doſt thou then ſuppoſe he will reſpect a ſacrifice out of ſuch 
things as he hath doomed to deſtruction? unleſs perhap 
thou doſt imagine that it is almoſt all one to offer it in {z 
« crifice to God as to deſtroy it. Do thou therefore exped 
* that thy kingdom will be taken from thee, and that auths- 
„ rity which thou haſt abuſed by ſuch inſolent behaviour, a: 
to negle& that God who beſtowed it upon thee.” Then 
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did Saul confeſs, that he had acted unjuſt)y, and did not de- cam 
ny that he had ſinned, becauſe he had tranſgreſſed the injunc. hen 
tions of the prophet; but he ſaid, that it was out of a dread ner 
and fear of the ſoldiers, that he did not prohibit and reſtrain hem 
them when they ſeized on the prey. But forgive me, ſaid ay 
ue 


he, and be mexciful to me, for I will be cautious how I ol. 


fend it, | 
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d recall | for the time to come. He alſo entreated the prophet 
was o back with him, that he might offer his thank-offerings 


brousWF; od ; but Samuel went home, becauſe he ſaw that God 
d adi 1d not be reconciled to him, 

the p. But then Saul was ſo deſirous to retain Samuel, that 
but wlll 


ook hold of his cloak, and becauſe the vehemence of Sa- 


low \-1's departure made the motion to be violent, the cloak 
is well rent. Upon which the prophet ſaid, that after the ſame 
mmaſ nner ſhould the kingdom be rent from him, and that a 
ted, d and a juſt man ſhould take it; that God perſevered in 
appe at he had decreed about him; that to be mutable and 
o do 18 


zngeable in what is determined, is agreeable to human paſ- 


ne tr s only, but is not agreeable to the divine power, Here- 


heir n Saul ſaid, that he had been wicked, but that what was 
fat, an e could not be undone : He therefore deſired him to ho- 
nay th ur him ſo far, that the multitude might ſee that he would 
he wi 


ompany him in worſhipping God. So Samuel granted 
that favour, and went with him and worſhipped God. 
gag. alſo the King of the Amalekites, was brought to him; 


efs, ar 
that i 


do th when the King aſked, How bitter death was? Samuel 
ands ſod, As thou haſt made many of the Hebrew mothers to 
anſgreſ ent and bewail their children, ſo ſhalt thou by thy death 
nuch: 


uſe thy mother to lament thee alſo. Accordingly he gave 
der to ſlay him immediately at Gilgal, and then went away 
the city Ramah. | 


CH AP. VIII. 


ou ha | 

Honow upon Saul”s tranſgreſſion of the prophet's commands, Sa- 
of ſuel ¶ uel ordained another perſon to be King privately, whoſe 
zerhapil ame was David, as God commanded bim. 


it in ſa. 


expel ”- Now Saul being ſenſible of the miſerable condition 
autho. he had brought himſelf into, and that he had 
our. ade God to be his enemy, he went up to his royal palace 

Then Gibeah, which name denotes an 5¼, and after that day 
20t de: came no more into the preſence of the prophet. And 
njunc hen Samuel mourned for him, God bid him leave off his 
dreadlencern for him, and to take the holy oil, and go to Beth- 
eſtraiul hem to Jeſſe, the ſon of Obed, and to anoint ſuch of his 
e. ſans as he ſhould ſhew him for their future King. But Sa- 
* of uel ſaid, he was afraid leſt Saul, when he came to know 

fend it, ſhould kill him, either by ſome private method, or even 


openly, 


1 
= 
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openly. But upon God's ſuggeſting to him a ſafe way 
going thither, he came to the fore-mentioned city: and yl 
they all ſaluted him, and aſked, What was the occaſion 
his coming? he told them, he came to ſacrifice to G. 
When therefore he had gotten the ſacrifice ready, he cal 
Jeſſe and his ſons to partake of thoſe ſacrifices; and when 
ſaw his eldeſt ſon to be a tall and handſome man, he guel 
by his comelineſs that he was the perſon who was to be th 
future King. But he was miſtaken in judging about G: 
providence ; for when Samuel inquired of God, whether 


VII 


Is, for 
long 
and c« 
philiſti 
> War, 
hat v 
ſuch 

So 5 
awa) 
yved t 


ſhould anoint this youth, whom he fo admired, and eſtcen t to h 
worthy of the kingdom? God faid, © Men do not ſee ge an 
„God ſeeth. Thou indeed haſt reſpe& to the fine appe D him 
*« ance of this youth, and thence eſteemeſt him worthy h the 
the kingdom, while I propoſe the kingdom as a rewe y per 
« not of the beauty of bodies, but of the virtue of ſouls, 2 
„ I inquire after one that is perfectly comely in that reſp and 
I mean one who is beautiful in piety, and righteouſne rbed 
„ and fortitude, and obedience, for in them conſiſts 1 him 
« comelineſs of the ſoul.” When God had ſaid this, ordin 
muel bid Jeſſe to ſhew him all his ſons. So he made du 
others of his ſons to come to him; of all which Eliab be h 
the eldeſt, Aminadab the ſecond, Shammah the third, a 
thaniel the fourth, Rael the fifth, and Aſam the fixth. A and 
when the prophet, ſaw that theſe were no way inferior to t d. wh 
eldeſt in their countenances, he inquired of God, which ymns 
them it was whom he choſe for their King? And when ; defir 
ſaid it was none of them, he aſked Jefſe, whether he had n d him 
ſome other ſons beſides theſe? and when he ſaid that he hd an 
one more, named David, but that he was a ſhepherd, ar. 8 
took care of the flocks, Samuel bid them call him immed Saul. 
ately, for that till he was come they could not poſſibly . and 
down to the feaſt. Now as ſoon as his father bad ſent Mat eſt 
David, and he was come, he appeared to be of a yell yliciat 
, complexion, of a ſharp fight, and a comely perſon in ot Ver it 
reſpects alſo, This is he, ſaid Samuel privately to himſd"s, 
whom it pleaſes God to make our King. So he fat downiWEÞt mi 
the feaſt, and placed the youth under him, and Jefle ae chile 
with his other ſons; after which he took oil, in the preſen 
of David, and anointed him, and whiſpered him in the e- 
and aquainted him, that God choſe him to be their King pan 
and exhorted him to be righteous, and obedient to his con roy 


mand. join! 


"> 
>» 
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fe way Is, for that by this means his kingdom would continue 
and u long time, and that his houſe ſhould be of great ſplen- 
CCaſion and celebrated in the world : that he ſhould overthrow 
: to G hiliſtines; and that againſt what nations ſoever he ſhould 
he cali war, he ſhould be the conqueror, and ſurvive the fight: 
| wher hat while he lived he ſhould enjoy a glorious name, and 
ae guell ſuch a name to his poſterity alſo. 

o be th So Samuel, when he had given him theſe admonitions, 
out G: away : But the divine power departed from Saul, and 
ether ved to David ; who, upon this removal of the divine 
| eſtcent to him, began to prophecy. But as for Saul, ſome 
ot ſee ge and demonical diſorders came upon him, and brought 
e appelſh him ſuch ſuffocations as were ready to choke him; for 
vorthy h the phyficians could find no other remedy but this, that 
rewe y perſon could charm thoſe paſſions by ſing ing, and play- 


ouls, - bern. they adviſed them to inquire for ſuch an 
t reſpe i and to obſerve when tneie ucuw. +. upon him and 


eouſn yrbed him, and to take care that ſuch a perſon might ſtand 
nſiſts him and “ play on the harp, and recite hymns to him, 
this, ordingly Saul did not delay, but commanded them to 
jade out ſuch a man. And when a certain ſtander- by ſaid, 
Rab he had ſeen in the city of Bethlehem a ſon of Jeſſe, who 
ird, N yet no more than a child in age, but comely and beauti- 
h. A 21d in other reſpects one that was deſerving of great re- 
dr tot d. who WAS {&11ful in nlavinr on the harn and in beine 
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which WP ymns, and an excellent ſoldier in war, he ſent to Jeſſe, 
hen Gi delired him to take David away from the flocks, and 
had d him to him, for he had a mind to ſee him, as having 
t he hard an advantageous character of his comelineſs and his va- 
rd, ar. So Jeſſe ſent his fon, and gave him preſents to carry 
imme Saul. And when he was come, Saul was pleaſed with 
bly n, and made him his armour-bearer, and had him in very 
ſent Meat eſteem, for he charmed his paſſion, and was the only 
_ yelloWylician againſt the trouble he had from the demons when- 
n other it was that it came upon him, and this by reciting of 
him (WJ mns, and playing upon the harp, and bringing Saul to his 
down ht mind again. However, he ſent to Jeſſe, the father of 
Te ale child, and deſired him to permit David to ſtay with him, 
reſent | for 
he es 
King 
is con 
mand 


* Spanheim takes notice here, that the Greeks had ſuch ſingers of bymnes, 
d that uſually child ren or youth were picked out for that ſervice ; as 
0 that thoſe called ſingers to the harp, did the ſame that David did here, 
join their own vocal and inſtrumental muſic together. 
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for that he was delighted with his fight and company; whi 
ſtay, that he might not contradi& Saul, he granted. 


CHAP. IX. 


How the Philiftines made another expedition againſt the I 
brews, under the reign of Saul ; and how they were ot 
come by David's floying Goliath in a fingle combat. 


ir. Nov the Philiſtines gathered themſelves togeth 

again no very long time afterward, and having g. 
ten together a great army, they made war againſt the If 
elites, and having ſeized a place between Shochoh and Ax 
kah, they there pitched their camp. Saul alſo drew out! 
army to oppoſe them; and by pitching his own camp on 
certain hill, he forced the Philiſtines to leave their forme 


camp, and to — themſelves nnon - — 1 —. 4 078 
againſt bee, which daul's army lay, fo that a valley, whic 


was between the two hills on which they lay, divided thei 
camps aſunder. Now there came down a man out of thy 


. Now \ 
liſtines v 


ile Gol 
ached tl 
t darſt « 
with h. 
ſent hi 


the arn 


camp of the Philiſtines, whoſe name was Goliath, of F. Wh 
city Gath, a man of vaſt bulk, for he was of four cubits au N ſaid, t 
a ſpan in tallneſs, and had about him weapons ſuitable to tage, ar 
largeneſs of his body, for he had a breaſt-plate on that weigh was ab: 
ed five thouſand ſhekels : he had alſo an helmet, and greave l ſpake 
of braſs-as large as you would naturally ſuppoſe might covef ch him 
the limbs of ſo vaſt a body. His ſpear was alſo fuch as wamed 83 
not carried like a light thing in his right hand, but he carrWog ſent 
ed it as lying on his thoulders. He had alſo a lance of what h 
hundred ſhekels; and many followed him to carry his own, r 
mour. Wherefore this Goliath ſtood between the two aridverſa 
mies, as they were in battle-array, and ſent out a loud voice bring h 
and ſaid to Saul, and to the Hebrews, I will free ye hall be 
from fighting and from dangers; for what neceſlity is then glory, 
* that your army ſhould fall and be afflicted? Give me eſtate, t 
* man of you that will fight with me, and he that conquen ed witl 
* ſhall have the reward of the conqueror, and determine they one 
* war, for theſe ſhall ſerve thoſe others to whom the con-Wage tha 
“ queror ſhall belong: And certainly it is much better, and 3- No 
„more prudent, to gain what you defire by the hazard avid, b 
* one man, than of all.“ When he had ſaid this, he retiredMe ; bu! 
to his own camp; but the next day he came again, and uſed ol one 
this en 


the ſame words, and did not leave off for forty days together, 
* | 1 
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hallenge the enemy in the ſame words, till Saul and his 
y were there with terrified, while they put themſelves in 
yy as if they would fight, but did not come to a cloſe bat- 


OK ' 


5 Whit 


Now while this war between the Hebrews and the 


vs liaaines was going on, Saul ſent away David to his father 
ee, and contented himſelf with hoſe three ſons of his whom 
had ſent to his aſſiſtance, and to be partners in the dan- 
ogetiil® of the war; And at firſt David returned to feed his 
p and his flocks ; but after no long time he came to the 
ng oP 0 1 
ie ly of the Hebrews, as ſent by his father to carry provi- 
d Az to bis brethren, and to know what they were doing. 
out Mile Goliath came again, and challenged them, and re- 
p on ached them, that they had no man of valour among them, 
forme t durſt come down to fight him; and as David was talk- 
u, uv with his brethren about the buſineſs for which his father 
which ſcnt him, he heard the Philiſtine reproaching and abuſ- 
d the the army, and had indignation at it, and ſaid to his bre- 
of Men, I am ready to fight a fingle combat with this adver- 
of . Whereupon Eliab, his deft brother, reproved him, 
its an ſaid, that he ſpake too raſhly and improperly for one of 
2 to th age, and bid him go to his flocks, and to his father. So 
weigh was abaſhed at his brother's words, and went away, but 
rea vel ſpake to ſome of the ſoldiers, that he was willing to fight 
t coveiith him that challenged them. And when they had in- 
as wi med Saul what was the reſolution of the young man, the 
> carrifWog ſent for him to come to him: And when the King aſk- 
of what he had to ſay, he replied, © O King, be not caſt 
nis aon, nor afraid, for I will depreſs the inſolence of this 
wo aradverſary, and will go down and fight with him, and will 
voice bring him under me, as tall and as great as he is, till he 
ze yo hall be ſufficiently laughed at, and thy army ſhall get great 
then elory, when he ſhall be ſla in by one that is not yet of man's 
me eſtate, neither fit for fighting, nor capable of being intruſt- 
nquen ed with the marſhalling an army, or ordering a battle, but 
ne they one that looks like a child, and is really no elder in 
con; Mage than a child.“ 
er, andi 3. Now Saul wondered at the boldneſs and alacrity of 
ard off©ſavid, but durſt not preſume on his ability, by reaſon of his 
retirede ; but faid, he muſt on that account be too weak to fight 
d uſedWÞth one that was ſkilful in the art of war. I undertake 


ether, this enterpriſe, ſaid David, in dependence on God's be- 
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ing with me, for I have had experience already of his 
e Gitance; for I orice purſued after and caught a lion th 
e aſſaulted my flocks, and took away a lamb from them, x 
© I ſnatched the lamb out of the wild beaſt's mouth, 
« when he leaped upon me with violence, I took him by! 


power 
he weig 
id in ha 
Ng upon 
nd a ch 


tail, and daſhed him againft the ground. In the x 5- Bu 
manner did I avenge myſelf on a bear alſo; and let ith an 
« adverſary of ours be eſteemed like one of theſe wild be:Wſclf. A 
„ fince he has a long while reproached our army, and rock, a 
© phemed our God, who yet will reduce him under Vis ſling 
& power," pon hi 
4. However Saul prayed that the end might be, by Goliath 
aſſiſtance, not diſagreeable to the alacrity and boldneſs nd (too 
the child; and ſaid, Go thy way to the fight.” So is hea 
put about him his breaſt-plate, and girded on his ſword, And up 
fitted the helmet to his head, and ſent him away. But Hand fled 
vid was burdened with his armour, for he had not been Mround. 
erciſed to it, nor had he learned to walk with it; ſo he ſand rel 
„% Let this armour be thine, O King, who art able to beMſclves t 
it, but give me leave to fight as thy ſervant, and as I nfendeave 
&« ſelf defire.” Accordingly he laid by the armour, in. B. 
taking his ſtaff with him, and putting five tones out of Na ſhout 
brook into a ſhepherd's bag, and having a ſling in his rig them, 
hand, he went towards Goliath. But the adverſary ſeerMthe ga 
him in ſuch a manner, diſdained him, and jeſted unWſtines 1 
him, as if he had not ſuch weapons with him as are uſi Saul re 
when one man fights againſt another, but ſuch as are uſed pieces, 
driving away and avoiding of dogs; and ſaid, Doſt th{Wath in 
take me not for a man but a dog?“ To which he repli the tat 
© No, not for a dog, but for a creature worſe than a dog 
This provoked Goliath to anger, who thereupon curſed hi 
by the name of God, and threatened to give his fleſh to i San e. 
beaſts of the earth, and to the fowls of the air, to be to of e 
in pieces by them. To whom David anſwered, ** Th 1 
comeſt to me with a ſword, and with a ſpear, and with wy Ne; 
„ brealt-plate, but I have God for my armour in comi 
* againſt thee, who will deſtroy thee, and all thy army il 1. 
© my hands, for I will tkis day cut off thy head, and c 
© the other parts of thy body to the dogs, and all men (hl victor 
earn, that God is the protector of the Hebrews, and th ration 
* our armour and cur ſtrength is in his providence, and ti hath 
«© without God's aſſiſtance all other warlike preparations a Vo 
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power is uſeleſs.” So the Philiſtines being retarded by 
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of his 
lion t 
hem, | 
Duth, x 


id in haſte, came on but flowly, as deſpiſing him, and depend- 
g upon it that he ſhould ſlay him. who was both unarmed, 


im by {nd a child alſo, without any trouble at all. : 

the ſa 5. But the youth met his antagoniſt, being accompanied 
| let U ich an inviſible aſſiſtant. who was no other than God him- 
Id bes elf. And taking one of the ſtones that he had out of the 


and h 
inder: 


brook, and had put into his ſhepherd's bag, and fitting it to 
is dag, he * it againſt the Philiſtine. This ſtone fell 
pon his forehead, and ſank into bis brain, inſomuch that 
oliath was ſtunned, and fell upon his face. So David ran, 
and ſtood upon his adverſary as he lay down, and cut off 
is head with his own ſword; for he had no {word himſelf, 
And upon the fall of Goliath, the Philiſtines were beaten 
and fled : for when they ſaw their champion proſtrate on the 
ground, they were afraid of the entire iflue of their affairs, 
and reſolved not to ſtay any longer, but committed them. 


by Go 
dneſs 

80 
Ford,: 
But I 
been 
he (a 


to be ſelves to an ignominions and indecent flight, and thereby 
as In endeavoured to ſave themſelves from the dangers they were 
our, lin. But Saul, and the entire army of the Hebrews, made 
it of a ſhout and ruſhed upon them, and ſlew a great number of 


is rigWthem, and purſued the zeſt to the borders of Gath, and to 
- ſee — gates of Ekron ; fo that there were ſlain of the Phili- 
ed up ſtines thirty thouſand, and twice as many wounded, But 
re uſi Saul returned to their camp, and pulled their fortification to 
e uſed WW pieces, and burnt it; but David carried the head of Goli- 
oft thi ath into his own tent, but dedicated his ſword to God [at 
repliW the tabernacle]. | 

a dog | 
fed hi HRK. X. 


h to tl San! envies David for his gloriour ſucceſs, and tales an occaſion 
be to! of entrapping him, from the promiſe he made him of giving 
*6. Thi him his daughter in marriage, but this upon condition of his 
| with . bringing him fix hundred heads of the Philiſtine t. 


comi 


rmy þ 
nd c 
en 1h; 


} 1. Now the women were an occaſion of Saul's envy and 
and hatred to David, for they came to meet their 
victorious army with cymbals, and drums, and all demon. 


nd th rations of joy, and ſang thus : The wives ſaid, That © Saul 
nd ti hath flain his many thouſands of the Philiſtines.“ The 
ons 2 Vor, II. D virgins 
0 pow | 


he weight of his armour, when he attempted to meet Da- 
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virgins replied, That“ David hath flain his ten thay 
fands.“ Now when the King heard them finging thu; 
and that he had himſelf the ſmalleſt ſhare in their comme 
dations, and that the greater number, the ten thouſand; 
were aſcribed to the young man; and when he conſidere 
with himſelf, that there was nothing more wanting to Davit 
after ſuch a mighty applauſe, but the kingdom, he began n 
be afraid and ſuſpicious of David. Accordingly he remove 
him from the ſtation he was in before, for he was his a 


a ſtation for him, and ſo he made him captain over a.thoy 
ſand, and beſtowed on him a poſt better indeed in itſelf, but 
as he thought, more for his own ſecurity ; for he had a min 


would be ſlain in ſuch dangerous conflicts. 

2. But David had God going along with him whither 
ſoever he went, and accordingly he greatly proſpered in hi 
undertakings, and it was viſible that he had mighty ſuccel 
ſes, inſomuch that Saul's daughter, who was ſtill a virgin, 
ſell in love with him; and her affection fo far prevailed over 
her that it could not be concealed, and her father became 
acquainted with it. Now Saul heard this gladly, as intend: 
ing to make ule of it for a ſnare againſt David, and he hop- 
ed that it would prove the cauſe of deſtruction and of hazard; 
to him ; ſo he told thoſe that informed him of his daughter's 


David might reconcile himſelf to his maiter Saul. 


mour-bearer, which out of fear ſeemed to him much too ne 


to ſend him againſt the enemy, and into battles, as hoping hd 


a ffection, that he would willingly give David the virgin in 
marriage, and ſaid, I engage myſelf to marry my daughter 
to him if he will bring me * fix hundred heads of my e- 
„% nemies, ſuppoſing that when a reward fo ample was pro- 
« poled to him, and when he ſhould aim to get him great 
« glory, by undertaking a thing fo dangerous and incredible, 
„ he would immediatly ſet abcut it, and ſo periſh by the 
« Philiſtines, and my deſigns about him will ſucceed finely 
„to my mind, for I ſhalt be freed from him, and get him 
„ ſlain, not by myſelf but by another man.” So he gave 
| g / | order 

* Joſephus ſays thrice in this chapter, and twice afterwards, chap. xi. 

{ 2. and B. VII. ch. i { 4. i. e. five times in all, that Saul required 
not a bare hundred of the Ly pow of the Philiſtines, but fix hundred of 
their beads, "The Septuagint have Ice foreſkins, but the Syriac and A- 
Tabic 200. Now that theſe were not foreſeins with our other copies but 


beads with Joſephus's copy, ſeems ſomewhat probable ſrom 1 Sam, xxix. 
4. where all copies ſay, that it was with the heads of ſuch Philiſtines that 
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39 
der to bis ſervants to try how David would reliſh this pro- 
al if marrying the damſel. Accordingly they began to 
eak thus to him, that King Saul loved him, as well as did 
| the people, and that he was defirous of his affinity by the 
arriage of this damſel. To which he gave this anſwer, 
Seemeth 1t to you a light thing to be made the King's 
ſon-in-law ? It does not ſeem ſo to me, eſpecially when I 
am one of a family that is low, and without any glory or 
honour.” Now when Saul was informed by his ſervants 


n thay 
18 thy 
Ommen 
ouſand; 
nſidere 
Da vie 
e move 
| his ar 
O00 mea 


a tho bat anſwer David had made, he ſaid, Tell him, that I 
If, bu do not want any money, nor dowry from him, which 
2 mini would be rather to ſet my daughter to ſale than to give 


ping hl 
hither 


hath in him fortitude, and all other kinds of virtue, of 
which he ſaw David was poſſeſſed, and that his defire was 


| in hi to receive of him, on account of his marrying his daugh- 
ſuccell ter, neither gold, nor ſilver, nor that he ſhould bring {uch 
virgin wealth out of his father's houſes, but only ſome revenge 


on the Philiſtines, and indeed fix hundred of their heads, 
than which a more deſirable, or a more glorious preſent, 
could not be brought him, and that he had much rather 


ed over 
YECAame 


tend: 
9 4 obtain this than any of the accuſtomed dowries for his. 
az ard daugher, viz. that ſhe ſhould be married to a man of that 
zbter character, and to one who had a teſtimony as having con- 
gin in quered his enemies.“ 
ughteril 3: When theſe words of Saul were brought to David, he 
my e. pleaſed with them, and ſuppoſed that Saul was really 
is pro. lefirous of this affinity with him; ſo that without bearing to 
great leliberate any longer, or caſting about in his mind whether 
-Gible hat was propoſed was poſſible, or was difficult or not, he 
y the nd his companions immediately ſet upon the enemy, and 
finely vent about doing what was . 45s as the condition of the 
t him erriage. Acordingly, becauſe it was God who made alt 
> gave hing eaſy and poſſible, to David, he ſlew many [of the Phi- 
order tines], and cut off the heads of fix hundred of them, and 
ban „me to the King, and by ſhewing him theſe heads ok the 
red Philiſtines. required that he might have his daughter in mar- 
are of iage. Accordingly Saul having no way of getting off his 
and A. WW "gagements, as thinking it a baſe thing either to ſeem a liar 


1es but 
1. XXX. 


es that 


vhen he promiſed him this marriage, or to appear to have 
cted treacherouſly by him, ia putting him upon what was in 
a manner impoſſible, in order to have him ſlain, he gave hiai 
is daughter in marriage; her name was Michal. 
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her in marriage, but I defire only ſuch a ſon-in-law as 
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Hou David, upon Saul's laying ſnares for him, did yet WY 
the dangers he was in by the affeftion and care of Jonatha 
and the contrivances of his wife Michal; and how he ca 
to Samuel the prophet, 


$ 1. TJowevrs, Saul was not diſpoſed to perſevere long 

the ſtate wherein he was, for when he ſaw thi 
David was in great eſteem both with God, and with the my 
titude, he was afraid; and being not able to conceal hif 
fear as concerning great things, his kingdom, and his life, 
be deprived of either of which was a very great calamity, b 
reſolved to have David ſlain, and commanded his fon Jon: 
than, and his moſt faithful ſervants, to kill him : But Jon: 


than wondered at his father's change with relation to David us of « 

that it ſhould be made to ſo great a degree, from ſhewing hin nefits 

no ſmail good will, to contrive how to have him killed are t. 

Now becauſe he loved the young man, and reverencd hin.,1:tco' 

5 for his virtue, he informed him of the ſecret charge bis fr. 
1 ther had given, and what his intentions were concerning him es f. 
* However, he adviſed him to take care and be abſent the nen rough 
i day, for that he would ſalute his father, and, if he met wiiſiting 
a favourable opportunity, he would diſcourſe with him abou 3. / 

| him, and learn the —_ of his diſguſt, and ſhew how litt z a | 

| ground there was for it, and that for it he ought not to kilW;:h a 
þ a man that had done ſo many good things to the multitude hem, 
9% and had been a benefactor to himſelf, on account of which. to 
| f he ought in reaſon to obtain pardon, had he been guilty a Q pe 


the greateſt crimes; and I will then inform thee of my fa 
ther's reſolution. Accordingly David complied with ſuch at 
advantageous advice, and kept himſclf then out of the King“ 
fight. 

2. On the next day Jonathan came to Saul as ſoon as be 
ſaw him in a cheerful and joyful diſpoſition, and began to in- 
ue troduce a diſcourſe about David: What unjuſt action, 0 
„father, either little or great, haſt thou found ſo exception. 
able in David, as to induce thee to order us to ſlay a man 
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oh came 
3 ** who hath been of great advantage to thy own preſervation i there 
3 * and of ſtill greater to the puniſhment of the Philiſtines 4. 
""# © A man who hath delivered the people of the Hebrew that 


1 <* from reproach and deriſion, which they m—_y for 
55 , 
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brty days together, when he alone had courage enough 
Wo ſuſtain the challenge of the adverſary, and after that 
rought as many heads of our enemies as he was appoint- 
d to bring, and had, as a reward for the ſame, my filter 
n marriage ; inſomuch, that his death would be very ſor- 
owful to us, not only on account of his virtue, but on 
zccount of the nearneſs of our relation, for thy daughter 
nuſt be injured at the ſame time that he is ſlain, and muſt 
e obliged to experience widowhood, before ſhe can come 
to enjoy any advantage from their mutual converſation: 


et e/cap 
onatha 
» be ca 


e long 1 
ſaw tha 


the muß Conſider theſe things, and change your mind to a more 
vg I h merciful temper, and to do no miſchief to a man, who, in the 
5 life, of place, hath done us the great kindneſs of preſerving 
mity, tee; for when an evil ſpirit and demons had ſeized upon 
on Joni hee, he caſt them out, and procured reſt to thy ſoul from 
ut Joni their incurfions : And, in the ſecond place, hath avenged 
o David us of our enemies ; for it is a baſe thing to forget ſuch be- 
"ng hig nefits.” So Saul was pacified with theſe words; and 
aN are to his fon, that he would do David no harm, for a 


zhteous dilcourſe proved too hard for the King's anger and 
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rought him to his father; and David continued with the 
Ling as formerly, , 
3. About this time it was, that, upon the Phililines mak- 
12 a new expedition againſt the Hebrews, Saul ſent David- 


to KIN: ith an army to fight with them; and joining battle with. 
Ititud hem, he ſlew many of them, and after his victery, he return- 
Lr 4 to the King. But his reception by Saul was not as he 
uilty 0 


expected upon ſuch ſueceſs, for he was grieved at his proſperi- 
y, becauſe he thought he would be more dangerous to him. 
y having acted fo gloriouſly: But when the demonizcal ſpi- 


my fa 
ſuch an 
King“ 
him, he called for David into his bed- chamber wherein he 
ay, and having a ſpear in his hand, he ordered him to charm 
im with playing on his- harp, and with ſinging hymns, 
which, when David did at his command, he with great force 


1 as he 
n to in- 
on, 0 


ption I threw the ſpear at him, but David was aware of it before it 
à mai came, and avoided it, and fled to his own houſe, and abode - 
e there all that day. | 

ines 


brews 
nt for 
forty 


ar. So Jonathan ſent for David, and brought him good 
ews from his father, that he was to be preſerved. He alſo - 


it came upon him, and put him into diſorder, and diſturbed: 


4. But at night the King ſent officers, and commanded : 
chat he ſhould be watched till the morning, leſt he ſhould get- 
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how he was very near to death by Saul's throwing a ſpeax 
him, although he had been no way guilty with relation to 
n, nor had he been cowardly in his battles with his ene- 
es, but had ſucceeded well in them all, by God's aſſiſt- 
e: which thing was indeed the cauſe of Saul's hatred to 
vid. 

5. When the prophet was made acquainted with the un- 
t proceedings of the King, he left the city Ramah, and 
pk David with him, to a certain place called Nazrh, and 


iy Gore he abode with him. But when it was told Saul, that 

y fatheW. vid was with the prophet, be ſent ſoldiezs to him, and 

lown bW1ered them to take him, and bring him to him : And when 

fter 1. y came to Samuel, and found there a congregation of pro- 

* * ets, they became partakers of the divine ſpirit, and began 
en he 


prophecy; which when Saul heard of, he ſent others to 


ſaid ti avid, who prophecying in like manner as did the firſt, he 


t nighiin ſent others; which third ſort prophecying alſo, at laſt 
believe as angry, and went thither in great haſte himſelf; and 
thes Mfien he was juſt by the place, Samuel, before he ſaw him, 
amatic, ade him prophecy alſo. And when Saul came to him, he 
lad = was diſordered in mind, and under the vehement agitation 
IN that 


a ſpirit, and + putting off his garments, he fell down, and 
y on the ground all that day and night, in the preſence of 
amuel and David. * 

6. And 


* Theſe violent and wild agitations of Saul ſeem to me to have been 
other than demoniacal; and that the ſame demon which uſed to ſeize 
m, ſince he was forſaken of God, and which the divine hymns. and 
alms which were ſung to the harp by David uſed to expel, was now in 


came. 
contri. 
r com. 
1 put a 
ce for 
er, ſhe 
Ir; for 


it Wh udicial way brought upon him, not only in order to diſappoint his 
= " tentions againſt innocent David, but to expoſe him to the laughter 
17 cd contempt of all that ſaw him, or heard of thoſe his agitations, ſuch 
>a10US 


olent and wild agitations being never obſerved in true prophets, when 
ey were under the inſpiration of the ſpirit of God. Our other copics, 
hich ſay the tbe Spirit of God came upon him, ſeem not ſo right here as 
ſephus's copy, which mentions nothing of God at all, Nor docs Jo- 
phus ſeem to aſcribe this impulſe and extacy of Saul's to any other 
an to his old demonizcal ſpirit, which on all accounts appears the 
joſt probable. Nor does the former deſcription of Saul's real inſpira- 
on by the divine ſpirit, 1 Sam. x. 9— 12. Antiq. B VI. ch. iv. $ 2. 
hich was before he was become wicked, well agree with the deſcrip- 
ons before us. : ; 
What is meant by Saul's lying deton naked all that day, and all that night, 
Sam. xx. 24. and whether any more than laying afide his royal ap- 
arel, or upper gai ments, as Joſephus ſeems to underſtand it, is by ns. 
ans certain. See the note on Antiq. B. VIII. ch. 14: $4. 
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6. And David went thence, and came to Jonathan, ti 
ſon of Saul, and lamented to him what ſnares were laid f 
him by his father; and ſaid, That“ though he had be 
« guilty of no evil, nor had offended againſt him, yet he 
very zealous to get him killed.” Hereupon Jonathan e 
horted him not to give credit to ſuch his own ſuſpicions, 1 


to the calumnies of thoſe that raiſed thoſe reports, if the? I 
were any that did ſo, but to depend on him, and take co I 
rage; for that his father had no ſuch intentions, ſince he we 
have acquainted him with that matter, and taken his advic d * 7 
had it been ſo, as he uſed to conſult with him in comme Y 
wen he acted in other affairs. But David ſware to hin _ 
that ſo it was, and he deſired him rather to believe him, ar rials wn 
to provide for his ſafety, than to deſpiſe what he, with gr: * 
fincerity, told him: that he would believe what he ſaid, w er 
he ſhould either ſee him killed himſelf, or learn it upon i * TY 
quiry from others: and that the reaſon why his father d Aux: 
not tcll him of theſe things was this, that he knew of t 4 Pan 
friendihip and affection that he bore towards him. rx 150 
7. Hereupon when Jonathan found that this intention « 3 
Saul's was ſo well atteſted, he alked him, What he wou 85 40 
* have him do for him?“ To which David replied, I a b g 
ſenſible that thou art willing to gratify me in every thing; ty | 
and procure me what I delire: Now to-morrow is the ne * 4 
moon, and I was accuſtomed to fit down then with tt 6 * 
King at ſupper; now if it ſeem. good to thee, L will go o * b 
« of the city, and conceal myſelf privately. there; and WI” © 
Saul inquire why I am abſent, tell him that I am gone ti ctr 
© my own city Bethlehem, to keep a feſtival with my o. d 
tribe; and add. this alſo, that thou gaveſt me leave ot we 
« do. And if he ſay, as is uſually ſaid in the caſe of friend 7, 
that are gone abroad, it is well that he went, then aſſun . 8 
* thyſelf that no latent miſchief or enmity may be feared 1 b 955 
his hands; but if he anſwer otherwiſe, that will be a fur FF 
* ſign. that he hath ſome defigns againſt me. According! pot . 
thou ſhalt inform me of thy Father's inclinations 3, and th 1 1 
« out- of pity to my caſe, and out of thy friendſhip for mM. 1 
as inſtances of which friendſhip thou haſt vouchſafed iſ” 
accept of the aſſurances of my love to thee, and to gis 2 
the like aſſurances to me, that is, thoſe of a maſter to hi 7 
* ſervant; but if thou diſcovereſt any wickedneſs in me, (Ml. 1. 1 
+ tbou. prevent thy father and kill me thyſelf,” * IF 
FLO 8. F: and, 
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Jak, c But Jonathan heard theſe laſt words with indignation, 
ad bes promiſed to do what he defired of him, and to inform 
et he wi if his father's anſwers implied any thing of a melancholy 
ithan re, and any enmity againſt him: And that he might the 
ions, Me firmly depend upon him, he took him out into the open 
if the, into the pure air, and ſware, that he would negle& 
ake co ling that might tend to the preſervation of David; and he 
he wor, I appeal to that God, who, as thou ſeeſt, is diffuſ- 
s adi d every where, and knoweth this intention of mine, be- 
comn Wore 1 explain it in words, as the witneis of this my co- 
> to hiWTenant with thee, that I will not leave off to make frequent 
hien. rials of the purpoſe of my father, till I learn whether there 
ith gre de any lurking diſtemper in the ſecreteſt parts of his ſoul ; 
id, Wand when I have learnt it, I will not conceal it from thee, 
upon Pt will diſcover it to thee, whether he be gently or peev- 
ther M ſhly diſpoſed : for this God himſelf knows, that I pray 
v of e may always be with thee, for he is with thee now, 
and will not forſake thee, and will make thee ſuperior to 
nation hine enemies, whether my father be one of them, or whe- 
> wou cher I myſelf be ſuch. Do thou only remember what we 
vo do; and if it fall out that 1 die, preſerve my children 
v thin alive, and requite what kindnefſes thou haſt now received, 
he neil to them.” When he had thus ſworn, he diſmiſſed David, 
ith adding him go to a certain place of that plain wherein he 
ed to perform his exerciſes, for that as ſoon as he knew the 
ind of his father, he would come thither to him, with one 
rone rant only; and © if, ſays he, I ſhoot three darts at the 
y ou mark, and then bid my ſervant to carry theſe three darts 
e ſo (i 2537, for they are before him, know thou that there is no 
frien MJ miſchief to be feared from my father; but if thou heareſt 
aff, me ſay the contrary, expect the contrary from the King: 
red: However, thou thalt gain ſecurity by my means, and ſhalt 
by no means ſuffer any harm; but ſee thou doſt not for- 
get what I have deſired of thee, in the time of thy pro- 
d th perity, and be ſerviceable to my children.” Now David, 
r mel hen he had received theſe aſſurances from Jonathan, went 

rad is way to the place appointed. 
> giv 9. But on the next day, which was the new moon, the 
%o ling, when he had purified himſelf, as the cuſtom was, came 
e. (Fo lupper ; and when there fat by him his ſon Jonathan on his 
oy ight hand, and Abner, the captain of his hoſt, on the other 
uA 20d, he faw David's ſeat was empty, but ſaid nothing, ſup- 
poſing 
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+ own city, where his tribe kept a feſtival, and that by 
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poſing that he had not purified himſelf fince he had ac: 


panied with his wife, and ſo could not be preſent ; but earth, an 
he ſaw that he was not there the ſecond day of the m a = 
| mente 


neither, he inquired of his ſon Jonathan why the fox 
Jeſſe did not come to the ſupper and the feaft neither 
day before nor that day. So Jonathan ſaid, That“ he 
gone, according to the agreement between them, to 


ive then 
ed, whic 
Uecting 
rting o 


„ permiſſion: that he alſo invited him to come to their Wi * 


Y cri ace z and ſays Jonathan, if thou wilt give me leave 
will go thither, for thou knoweſt the good-will that I bt 


* him.” And then it was that Jonathan underſtood WW Davis 
father's hatred to David, and plainly ſaw his entire diſp P bis 
. bimele( 


tion ; for Saul could not reſtrain his anger, but reproac 
Jonathan, and called him the ſon of a runagate, and an er 
my; and ſaid, He was a partner with David, and his 
2 filtant; and that by his behaviour he ſhewed he had no: 
x 2 to himſelf, or to his mother, and would not be yt 

uaded of this, that while David is alive, their kingdom 


; > * 


W 
to 
g all a 


- not ſecure to them; yet did he bid him ſend for him, t onde: 
he might be puniſhed.” And when Jonathan ſaid, Wi Sea 
anſwer, What hath he done that thou wilt puniſh him? 82 ay U 
at W. 


no longer contented himfelf to expreſs his anger in bare word 
but ſnatched up his ſpear, and leaped upon him, and was d 
ſirous to kill him, He did not indeed do what he intende 
becauſe he was hindered by his friends, but it appeared plal 
ly to his ſon that he hated David, and greatly deſired to d 


now { 
dany h 
e at 
have 


patch him, inſomuch that he had almoſt ſlain bis fon wil he 
his own hands on his account. | bubr 

10. And then it was that the King's ſon roſe haſtily fro 5 he 
ſupper and being not able to admit any thing into his mou 1 
for grief, he wept all night, both becauſe he had himſe| n 
been near deſtruction, and becauſe the death of David wi 8 0 
determined : But as ſoon as it was day, he went out into th t be 
plain that was before the city, as going to perform his exc word 
ciſes, but in reality to inform his friend what diſpoſition hi ine 
father was in towards him, as he had agreed with him to de he 
And when Jonathan had done what had been thus agreed Ira: 
he diſmiſſed his ſervant that followed him to return to th fich 
city, but he himſelf went into the deſert, and came into hi 2 
preſence, and communed with him. So David appeared, "ak 


and ell at Jonathan's feet, and bowed down to him, and call. 
| | ed 
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id ac: 
but ul 


jim the preſerver of his ſoul : But he lifted him up from 
-arth, and they mutually embraced one another, and 


he mea long greeting, and that not without tears. They al- 
he (mented their age, and that familiarity which envy would 
ither Nie them of, and that ſeparation which mult now be ex- 


ed, which ſeemed to them no better than death itſelf. So 
llecting themſelves at length from their lamentation, and 
rting one another to be mindful of the oaths they had 
n to each other, they parted aſunder. 


© het 
m, to 
lat by 
their 


A CH A P. XII. 

Rood Wo David fled to Abimelech, and afterwards to the kings of 

e diſo e Philiſtinet, and of the Moabites ; and how Saul ſlew | 
proaciimelech and bis family. | 
4 bi. Bor David fled from the King, and that death he 

an was in danger of by him, and came to the city 

t be 5 to Ahimelech the prieſt, who, when he ſaw him co- 

om g all alone, and neither a friend nor a ſervant with him, 

nim. o* ordered at it, and deſired to learn of him the cauſe why 

ſaid, re was no body with him? To which David anſwered, 


hat the King had commanded him to do a certain thing 


m? 
m ? 82 hat was to be kept ſecret, to which, if he had a mind to 


re Word 

was ow ſo much, he had no occaſion for any one to accom- | 
nterid ay him ; however, I have ordered my ſervants to meet | 
ed pla e at ſuch and ſuch a place.” So he deſired him to let 


have ſomewhat to eat ; and that in caſe he would ſupply 
he would act the part of a friend, and be aſſiſting to 
bufineſs he was now about : And when he had obtained 
at he defired, he alſo aſked him whether he had any wea- 
bs with him, either ſword or ſpear ? Now there was at Nob 
rvant of Saul's, by birth a Syrian, whoſe name was 
eg, one that kept the King's mules. The high prieſt ſaid, 
t he had no ſuch weapons, but he added, Here is the 14 
word of Goliath, which, when thou hadſt ſlain the Phi- 1 
ifline, thou didſt dedicate to God.” | | 
2. When David had received the ſword, he fled out of i 
> country of the Hebrews into that of the Philiſtines, over 4 
aich Achiſh reigned: And when the King's ſervants knew . 
n, and he was made known to the King himſelf, the ſer- 11. 
nts informing him that he was that David who had killed 2 
ny ten thou/ands of the Philiſtines, David was afraid mu \\ 5 
ha” the 4 
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the King ſhould put him to death, and that he ſhould eg over the 
rience that danger from him which he had eſcaped from Sa aſk you, 
fo he pretended to be diſtracted and mad, fo that his ſpityf* donation: 
ran out of his mouth, and he did other the like actions beſo all inclin 
the King of Gath, which might make him believe that ti of that o 
proceeded from ſuch a diſtemper. Accordingly the Ki I am not 
was very angry at his ſervants that they had brought hin that are 
madman ; and he gave order that they ſhould eject Dai counſellc 
immediately [out of the city]. ' and none 


3. So when David had eſcaped in this manner out of Gu keep file: 
he came to the tribe.of Judah, and abode in a cave by tf theſe thi 
city of Adullam. Then it was that he ſent to his brethre hne of the 
and informed them where he was, who then came to hiÞut Doeg 
with all their kindred, and as many others as were either | David whe 
want, or in fear of King Saul, came and made a body togWKprieſt, and 


ther, and told him, they were ready to obey his order that he re 
They were in all about four hundred. Whereupon he toc and was ce 
courage, now ſuch a force and aſſiſtance was come to hinfſ<d to go t. 
ſa he removed thence, and came to the King of the Moa 5- Saul 
ites, and deſired him to entertain his parents in his countikindred, 2 
while the iſſue of his affairs were in ſuch an uncertain condM* thing h 
tion. The King granted him this favour, and paid grei the ſon 


reſpects to David's parents all the time they were with hid] weapon 
4. As for himſelf, upon the prophet's commanding him if And fa 
leave the deſert, and to go into the portion of the tribe Yi” cerning 
Judah, and abide there, he complied therewith ; and colt that he 
ming to the city Hareth, which was in that tribe, he remaiſ mily.“ 
ed there. Now when Saul heard that David had been ſeeWny what | 
with a multitude about him, he fell into no ſmall difturbandWplicd him 
and trouble: But as ke knew that David was a bold and conMWhimſelf : 
ragicus man, he ſuſpe&ed that ſomewhat extraordinary wou verfary 
appear from him, and that openly alſo, which would mah thee, a 
him weep, and put him into diftreſs; ſo he called together iM* what is 
him his friends, and his. commanders, and the tribe fro Men d 
which he was himſelf derived, to the hill where his paladſ* res, b. 
was; and fitting upon a place called Aroura, his courtiet „ good-w 

that were in dignities, and the guards of his body, being wit that I 
him, he ſpake thus to them : + You that are men of my o at othe 
„tribe, I conclude that you remember the benefits that that he 
have beſtowed upon you; and that I have made ſome I had | 
« you owners of land, and made you commanders, and be have t! 
* ſtowed peſts of honour upon you, and ſet ſome of you . = te 
| 66 ve OL 
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en over the common people, and others over the ſoldiers; I 
Sa aſk you, therefore, bes you expect greater and more 
ſpiu e donations from the ſon of Jeſle ? for I know that you are 
be all inclinable to him; even my own ſon Jonathan himſelf is 


hof that opinion, and perſuades you to be of the ſame ; for 
ki I am not unaquainted with the oaths and the covenants 
hin that are between him and David, and that Jonathan is a 
© counſellor, and an aſſiſtant to thoſe that conſpire againſt me, 
' and none of you are concerned about theſe things, but you 
keep filence, and watch to ſee what will be the upſhot of 
' theſe things.” When the King had done his ſpeech, not 


Gat| 
Jy th 


threone of the reſt of thoſe that were preſent made any anſwer; 
o hibut Doeg the Syrian, who fed his mules, ſaid, that he ſaw 
her David when he came td the city Nob to Ahimelech the high 


togMprieſt, and that he learned future events by his prophelying : 
dersthat he received food from him, and the ſword of Goliath, 
e todfland was conducted by him with ſecurity to ſuch as he defir- 
» hinfWcd to go to. 

Toa F. Saul therefore ſent for the high prieſt, and for all his 
ntrflkindred, and ſaid to them. What terrible or ungrateful 
ond thing haſt thou ſuffered from me, that thou haſt received 
grei the ſon of Jeſſe, and haſt beſtowed on him both food and 


hin weapons, when he was contriving to get the kingdom? 
4 14 2 @ 5 ” 

im And farther, why didſt thou deliver oracles to him con- 
ibe © cerniug futurities ? for thou couldſt not be unaquainted 


dec that he was fled away from me, and that he hated my fa- 
% mily,” But the high prieſt did not betake himſelf to de- 
ny what he had done, but confeſſed boldly that he had ſup- 
plied him with theſe things, not to gratify David, but Saul 
himſelf ; and he ſaid, I did not know that he was thy ad- 
« verſary, but a ſervant of thine, who was very faithful to 
„ thee, and a captain over a thouſand of thy ſoldiers; and, 
er what is more than thele, thy ſon-in-law, and kinſman. 
fro Men do not uſe to confer ſuch favours on their adverſa- 
alacM©* ries, but on thoſe who are eſteemed to bear the higheſt 
tic good - will and reſpect to them. Nor is this the firſt time 
wit that I prophefied for him, but I have done it often, and 
at other times, as well as now. And when he told me 
that he was ſent by thee in great haſte to do ſomewhat, if 
1 had furniſhed him with nothing that he deſired, I ſhould 
have thought that it was rather in contradiction to thee 
than to him: Wherefore do not thou entertain any ill o- 
Vol. II. E « pinion 
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e pinion of me, nor do thou have a ſuſpicion of what I tha 
thought an act of humanity, from what is now told the 
* of David's attempts againſt thee, for I did then to him x 
to thy friend and ſon-in-law, and captain of a thouſand, 
© and not as to thine adverſary. 

6. When the high prieſt had ſpoken thus, he did not per. 
ſuade Saul, his fear was ſo prevalent, that he could not gin 
credit to an apology that was very juſt : So he commandet 
his armed men that ſtood about him to kill bim, and al 
his kindred ; but as they durſt not touch the high prieſt, bu 
were more afraid of diſobeying God than the King, he order 
ed Doeg the Syrian to kill them. Accordingly he took u 
his aſſiſtance ſuch wicked men as were like himſelf, and ley 
Ahimelech and his family, which were in all three hundre{ 
and eighty-five. Saul alſo ſent to“ Nob, the city of the priefls 
and flew all that were there, without ſparing either women d 
children, or any other age, and burnt it; only there was ont 
ion of Ahimelech, whoſe name was 4btathar, who eſcaped 
However, theſe things came to paſs as God had foretold ti 
Eli the high prieſt, when he faid, that his poſterity ſhould by 
deſtroyed, on account of the tranſgrefſion of his two ſons, 

7. + Now this King Saul, by perpetrating ſo barbarous 1 
crime, and murdering the whole family of the high prieſt!y 

dignity, 

* This city Nob was not a city allotted to the prieſts, nor had th: 
prophets, that we know of, any particular cities allotted them. It ſeem 
the tabernacle was now at Nob, and probably a ſchool of the prophet 
was here alſo. It was ſull two days journey on foot from Jeruſalem 
1 Sam., xxi. 5. The number of prieſts here ſlain in Joſephus is 385 
and but 85 in our Hebrew copies; yet are they 305 in the Septuagint : 
I prefer Joſephus's number, the Hebrew having, I ſuppoſe, only drop- 
ped the hundreds, the other the tens. This city Nob ſeems to have 
been the chief, or perhaps the only ſeat of the family of Ithamar, which 
here periſhed, according to God's former terrible threatenings to Eli 
I Sam. ii. 27,— 36. iii. 11,---18. See chap. xiv. { 9. hereafter, 

+ This ſection contains an admirable refle tion of Joſephus's concerr- 
ing the general wickedneſs of men in great authority, and the danger 
they are in of rejecting that regard to juſtice and humanity, to divine 
providence and the fear of God, which they either realy had, or pre- 
tended to have, while they were in a lower condition. It can never be 
. to6 often peruſed by Kings and great men, nor by thoſe who expect u 
obtain ſuch elevated diguities among'mankind. See the like reflection: 
of our Joſephus's, Antiq. B. VII. ch. i. G 5. at the end, and B. VIII. ch. 
x. 2. at the beginning. They are to the like purport with one branch 
ef Agur's prayer, One thing have T required of thee, deny me it not Before l 
die; give me not riches, left 1 be full, and deny thee, and ſay, wvho is the Lord? 
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tha: onity, by having no pity of the infants, nor reverence for 
the aged, and by overthrowing the city which God had cho- 
1 ö n for the property, and for the ſupport of the prieſts and 
and, 


rophets which were there, and had ordained as the only city 
lotted for the education of ſuch men, gives all to under- 


per and and conſider the diſpotion of men, that while they are 

818: ivate perſons, and in a low condition, becauſe it is not in 

* eir power to indulge nature, nor to venture upon what they 
al 
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ut what 1s juſt, and bend their whole minds and labours 
at way; then it is that they have this belief about God, 
at he is preſent to all the actions of their lives, and that he 
oes not only ſee the actions that are done, but clearly knows 
oſe their thaughts, alſo whence thoſe actions do ariſe ; But 
hen once they are advanced into power and authority, then 
hey put off all ſuch notions, and as if they were no other 


nd manners, and take up boldneſs, infolence, and a contempt 
f both human and divine laws, and this at a time when they 
ſpecially ſtand in need of piety and righteouſneſs, becauſe 
hey are then moſt of all expoſed to envy, and all they think, 
nd all they ſay, are in the view of all men; then it is, that 


eſt! Mbey become fo inſolent in their actions, as though Ged ſaw 
nit em no longer, or were afraid of them becauſe of their pow - 
1 cr : and whatſoever it is that they either are afraid of by the 
ſeemWnmours they hear, or they hate by inclination, or they love 
ere ithout reaſon, theſe leem to them to be authentic, and firm, 
Alem 


nd true, and pleaſing both to men and to God; but as to 
hat will come hereafter, they have not the leaſt regard to it. 
hey raiſe thoſe to honour indeed who have been at a great 


385 
gint: 
drop- 

have 
v hich 


1 nd when they have brought them into high dignity, they do 
ö 


bot only deprive them of what they had obtained, but allo on 
core lat very account of their lives alſo, and that on wicked ac- 
ngefſ&uſations, and ſuch as on account of their extravagant nature, 
vine re incredible, They alſo puniſh men for their actions, not 
Pre Huch as deſerve condemnation, but from calumnics and accu- 
os ations without examination; and this extends not only to 
tion och as deſerve to be puniſhed, but to as many as they are 
I. <>.{Wble to kill. This reflection is openly confirmed to us from 
anche example of Saul, the ſon of Kiſh, who was the firſt King 

ho reigned after our ariftocracy and government under the 


fore | 
ord { 


iſh for, they are equitable and moderate, and purſue nothing 


jan actors upon a theatre, they lay aſide their diſguiſed parts 


cal of pains for them, and after that honour they envy them; 


E 2. Judges- 
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Judges were over; and that by his ſlaughter of three hundret id, 7 
prieſts and prophets, on occaſion of his ſuſpicion about AhiiM r 
melech, and by the additional wickedneſs of the overthroy and 09 
of their city, and this as if he were endeavouring in ſome for 83 
to render the temple [tabernacle] deſtitute both of prieſts a 1 * 
prophets, which endeavour he ſhewed by ſlaying fo many d * 2 
them, and not ſuffering the very city belonging to them “n s 
temain, that ſo otbers might ſucceed them. red * | 
8. But Abiathar, the ſon of Ahimelech, who alone coul( pon 5 h | 
be ſaved out of the family of prieſts ſlain by Saul, fled to Da f "Th l 
vid, and informed him of the calamity that had befallen thei], 2 Ile 
4amily, and of the ſlaughter of his father: Who here upon * RL 
ſaid, ** He was not unapprized of what would follow with re. 3 41 


lation to them when he faw Doeg there; for he had ther 
« a ſuſpicion that the high prieſt would be falſely accuſed by 
* him to the King, and he blamed himſelf as having been 
the cauſe of this misfortune.” But he defired him to (aj 
there, and abide with him, as in a place where he might be 
better concealed than any where elſe, 


SHA P. AL 


How David, when he had twice the opportunity of killing Saul 
did not kill kim. Alſo concerning the death of Samuel and 
Natal. 


y 1 A Bovr this time it was that David heard how the 
Philiſtines had made an inroad into the country 

of Keilah, and robbed it; ſo he offered himſelf to fight 
againſt them, if God, when he ſhould be conſulted by the pro- 
phet, would grant him the victory. And when the prophet 
faid, that God gave a ſignal of victory, he made a ſudden 
onſet upon the Philiſtines with his companions, and he ſhed 
a great deal of their blood, and carried off their prey, and 
ſtayed with the inhabitants of Keilah till they had ſecurely 
gathered in their corn and their fruits. However, it was told 
Saul the King, that David was with the men of Keilah, for 
what had been done, and the great ſucceſs that had attended 
him, were not confined among the people where the things 
were done, but the fame'of it went all abroad, and came to 
the hearing of others, and both the fact as it ſtood, and the 
author of the fact, were carried to the King's ears. Then 
was Saul glad when he heard David was in Keilah; and he 
ſaid 
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id, © God hath now put him into my hands, ſince he hath 
* obliged him to come into a city that hath walls, and gates, 
and bars :? So he commanded all the people to ſet upon 
eilah ſuddenly, and when they had beſieged and taken it, 
> kill David. But when David perceived this, and learned 
f God, that if he ſtayed there, the men of Keilah would de- 
ver him up to Saul, he took his four hundred men and re- 
red into a deſert that was over a city called Enged:. So 
hen the King heard that he was fled away from the men 
f Keilah, he left off his expedition againſt him, 

2. Then David removed thence, and came to a certain 
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— lace called the New Place, belonging to Ziph; where Jo- 
h re than, the ſon of Saul, came to him, and ſaluted him, and 
then chorted him to be of good courage, and to hope well as to 
d by is condition hereafter, and not to deſpond at his preſent 


ircumſtances, for that he ſhould be King, and have all the 
orces of the Hebrews under him; but told him, that ſuch 
dappineſs uſes to come with great labour and pains : they al- 
o took oaths, that they would all their lives long, continue 
n good-will and fidelity one to another; and he called God 
o witneſs, as to what execretions he had made upon bimſelf, 
f he ſhould tranſgreſs his covenant, and ſhould change to a 
ontrary behaviour, So Jonathan left him there, having ren- 
lered his cares and fear ſomewhat lighter, and returned 
ome. Now the men of Ziph, to gratify Saul, informed 
im that David abode with them; and [aflured him), that 
f he would come to them, they would deliver him up, fo 
hat if the King would ſeize on the ſtraits of Ziph, David 
ould not eſcape to any other people. So the King com- 


— ended them, and confeſſed that he had reaſon to thank 
den hem, becauſe they had given him information of his enemy; 
headed he promiſed them, that it ſhould not be long ere he 


ould requite their kindneſs. He alſo ſent men to ſeek for 
avid, and to ſearch the wilderneſs wherein he was; and 
he anſwered, that he himſelf would follow them. Accord-- 
ingly they went before the King, to hunt for, and to catch 
David, and uſed endeavours not only to ſhew their good- 
will to Saul, by informing him where his enemy. was, but to 
evidence the ſame more plainly by delivering him up into his 
the power. Bat theſe men failed of thoſe their unjuſt and wick 
ed deſires, who, while they underwent to hazard by not dif. 
he {covering ſuch an ambition of revealing this to Saul, yet did. 
aid E 3. theys 
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they falſely accuſe, and promiſe to deliver up a man beloye Wi came ne 
of God, and one that was unjuſtly ſought for to be put nm; where 
death, and one that might otherwiſe have lain concealed, H cordiag t 
this out of flattery, and expectation of gain from the Kind bowed 


For when David was apprized of the malignant intentioſ to hearke 


of the men of Ziph, and of the approach of Saul, he left nor to gr 
ſtraits of that country, and fled to the great rock that „ to entert: 
in the wilderneſs of Maon. to judge 

3. Hereupon Saul made haſte to purſue him thither ; {WM calumny 
as he was marching, he learned that David was gone avi demonitr 
from the ſtraits [of Ziph], and Saul removed to the othe own nat! 
ſide of the rock. But the report that the Philiſtines hat expole t 
again made an incurſion into the country of the Hebreuf therefore 
called Saul, another way, from the purſuit of David, when IF my r<g3 
was ready to be caught, for he returned back again to oppo: thoſe tha 
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thoſe Philiſtines, who were naturally their enemies, as judy, 
ing it more neceflary to avenge himſelf of them, than to tak 
a great deal of pains to catch an enemy of his own, and ti 
overlook the ravage that was made in the land. 

4. And by this means, David unexpectedly eſcaped ou 
of the danger he was in, and came to the ſtraits of Engedi. 
And when Saul had driven the Philiſtines out of the land 
there came {ome meſſengers who told him that David abode 
within the bounds of Engedi : So he took three thouſand 
thoſen men, that were armed, and made haſte to him ; and 
when he was not far from thoſe places, he ſaw a deep and 
Hollow cave by the way fide; it was open to a great length 
and breadth, and there it was, that David, with bis four hun. 
dred men, were concealed. When therefore he had great 
occaſion to eaſe nature, he entered into it by himſelf alone; 
and being ſeen by one of David's companions, and he that 
ſaw him, ſaying to him, That © he had now, by God's pro. 
„ vidence, an opportunity of avenging himſelf of his adver-Mf chou a! 
* ſary; and adviſing him to cut off his head, and ſo deli God de 
ver himſelf out of that tedious wandering condition, and tions.“ 
© the diſtreſs he was in,” he roſe up, and only cut off the ad r<ce: 
ſkirt of that garment which Saul had on. But he ſoon re-. ion and 
pented of what he had done; and ſaid, it was not right avid h 
kill him that was his maſter, and one whom God had thought 
worthy of the kingdom; for that although he were wicked]y 


diſpoſed towards us, yet does it not behove me to be ſo dil. Ng 5 3 
poled towards him, But when Saul had left the cave, Da- AN 


vid. ut th 
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love a came near, and cried out aloud, ard deſired Saul to hear 


"ut m; whereupon the King turned his face back, and David, 
|, an cordiag to cuſtom, fell down on his face before the King, 
King Wd bowed to him; and ſaid, O King, thou oughteſt not 
ation to hearken to wicked men, nor to ſuch as forge calumnies, 


Ft the 


k Vi 


nor to gratify them ſo far as to believe what they ſay, nor 
to entertain ſuſpicions of ſuch as are your beſt friends, but 
to judge of the diſpoſition of all men by their actions, for 
calumny deludes men, but mens own actions are a clear 
demonſtration of their kindneſs. Words indeed, in their 
own nature, may be either true or falſe, but mens actions 
expole their intentions nakedly to our view: By theſe, 
therefore, it would be well for thee to believe me, as to 
my regard to thee and to thy houſe, and not to believe 
thoſe that frame ſuch accuſations againſt me as never came 
into my mind, nor are poſſible to be executed, and de 
this farther by purſuing after my life, and have no concern 
either day or night, but how to compaſs my life and to 
murder me, which thing I think thou doſt unjuſtly proſe- 
cute: For how comes it about, that thou halt embraced 
this falſe opinion about me, as if I had a deſire to kill 
thee ? Or how canſt thou eſcape the crime of impiety to- 
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bod wards God, when thou wiſheſt thou couldeſt kill, and 
uſand deemeſt thine adverſary a man who had it ia his power 
and this day to avenge himſelf, and to puniſh thee, but would. 
> and not do it ? nor make uſe of ſuch an opportunity, which, if 
-ngth it had fallen out to thee againſt me, thou hadit not let it. 
bun flip, for when I cut off the ſkirt of thy garment, I could. 
great} have done the ſame to thy head.” So he ſhewed him the 
lone iece of his garmeut, and thereby made him agree to what 


e ſaid to be true; and added, I, for certain, have ab- 
ſtained from taking * a jult revenge upon thee, yet art not. 


that 


ro- 
15 thou aſhamed to proſecute me with unjuſt hatred. May 
deli. God do juſtice, and determine about each of our diſpoſi- 
and tions.” But Saul was amazed at the ſtrange delivery he 


ad received; and being greatly affected with the modera- 
ion and diſpoſition of the young man, he groaned ; and when 


F the 


u re- 

ht of avid had done the ſame, the King anſwered, That © he 
ught a | « had 
edly BY ; 

» dil. * The phraſe in David's ſpeech to Saul, as ſet down in Joſephus, 


hat he had abſtained from jaſt revenge, puts me in mind of the like 
ords in the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, B. VII. ch. ii. that revenge it net 
vil, but that patience is more bouourable, | 
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had the juſteſt occaſion to groan, for thou haſt been t 


&« author of good to me, as I have been the author of cal, 121 


e ſuch c 


© mity to thee. And thou balt demonſtrated this day, the that wa 
thou poſſeſſe!t the righteouſneſs of the ancients, who d being 
„ termined, that men ought to ſave their enemies thoup | had ob 
they caught them in a deſert place, I am now perſuadeſ . and ha 
© that God reſerves the kingdom for thee, and that tho n of his 
« wilt obtain the dominion over all the Hebrews : Give by ther 
* then aſſurances upon oath, that thou wilt not root out nov did 


« family, nor, 0:t of remerabrance of what evil I have don 
e thee, deſtroy my poſterity, but ſave and preſerve my houſe, 
So David ſware as he deſired, and ſent back Saul to his om 
kiogdom ; but he, and thoſe that were with him, went upt 
the (traits of Maſtheroth. oy 

5. About this time Samuel the prophet died. He mw: 
a man whom the Hebrews honoured in an extraordinary de 
gr22 ; for that lamentation which the people made for hin 
and this, during a long time, manifeſted his virtue, and th 
atTeQion which the people bore for him; as alſo did the | 
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lemnity and concern that appeared about his funeral, a maſters. 
about the complete obſervation of all his funeral rites. Tbei ad comms 


buried him in his own city Ramah; and wept for him a yer 
great number of days, not looking on it as a ſorrow for the 
death of another man, but as that in which they were ever 


t two hi 
* ſix hu 
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one themſelves concerned. He was a righteous man, a gemons 
gentle in his nature; and, on that account, he was very dei had pre 
to God. Now he governed and preſided over the peopl rn for tl 
alone, after the death of Eli the high prieſt, twelve year reproz 
and eighteen years together with Saul the King. Au had rec 
thus we have finiſhed the hiſtory of Samuel. 7. Her: 
6. There was a man that was a Ziphite, of the city Mid to bis 
on, who was rich, and had a vaſt number of cattle ; for D to her hi. 
fed a flock of three thouſand ſheep, and another flock of him. by 
thouſand goats. Now David had charged his aſſociates to proachfi 
keep theſe flocks without hurt and without damage, and tv nary cat 
do them no miſchief, neither out of covetouſneſs, nor becauſe 
they were in want, nor becauſe they were in the wilderneſ, 
and ſo could not eafily be diſcovered, but to eſteem freedonM * The nu 
from injuſtice above all other motives, and to look upon thhus, and it 
touching of what belonged to another man as an horrible ill but 40c 
crime, and contrary to the will of God. Theſe were the inſ'-v. "vm: 


Uructions he gave, thinking that the favours he granted thi 
man 
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n were granted to a good man, and one that deſerved to 
e ſuch care taken of his affairs, This man was Nabal, 
that was his name; a harſh man, and of a very wicked 
, being like a cynic in the courſe of his behaviour, but 
| had obtained for his wife a woman of a good character, 
ſe and handſome. To this Nabal, therefore, David ſent ten 
n of his attendants, at the time when he ſheared his ſheep, 
d by them ſaluted him; and alſo wiſhed he might do what 
now did for many years to come, but deſired him to make 
a preſent of what he was able to give him, fince he had, 
be ſure, learned from his ſhepherds, that he had done 
m no injury, but had been their guardians a long time 
gether, while we continued in the wilderneſs; and he aſſur- 
him, he fhould never repent of giving any thing to David. 
hen the meſſengers had carried this meſſage to Nabal, he 
coſted them after an inhuman and rough manner; for he 
ed them, who David was ? and when he heard that he 
as the ſon of Jefle, © Now is the time, ſaid he, that fugi- 
tives grow inſolent, and make a figure, and leave their 
maſters.” When they told David this, he was wroth ; 
d commanded four hundred armed men to follow him, and 
t two hundred to take care of the ſtuff, (for he had alrea- 
7 * ſix hundred), and went againſt Nabal: he alſo ſwore, 
at he would that night utterly deſt roy the whole houſe and 
ſeſſions of Nabal ; for that he was grieved, not only that 
> had proved ungrateful to them, without making any re- 
rn for the humanity they had ſhewed him, but that he had 
ſo reproached them, and uſed ill language to them, when 
had received no cauſe of diſguſt from them. 
7. Hereupon one of thoſe that kept the flocks of Nabal, 
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And 


Mg to bis miſtreſs, Nabal's wife, That © when David ſent 
or h to her huſband he had received no civil anſwer at all from 


of i him, but that her huſband had moreover added very re- 


es ti proachful language, while yet David had taken extraordi- 
d t: nary care to keep his flocks from harm, and that what had 
canſe * paſſed 
nel, 
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* The number of men that came firſt to David, are diſtinctly in Jole- 
hus, and in our common copies, but 400. When he was at Keilah 
ill but 400, both in Joſephus and in the LXXII. but 600 in our He 
rew copies, I Sam. Xxiil. 13. ſee xxx. 9, 10. Now the 600 there 
entioned are here intimated by Joſephus to have been ſo many, only 
Van augmentation of 200 afterward, which, 1 ſuppoſe, is the true folu- 
ion of this ſeeming diſagreement, 
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© paſſed would prove very pernicious to his mafler.” Wh 
the ſervant had ſaid this, Abigail, for that was the be 
name, ſaddled her aſſes, and loaded them with all forts ( 
preſents; and, without telling her huſband any thing of why 
ſhe was about, for he was not ſenſible on account of h 
drunkenneſs, ſhe went to David. She was then met by D. 


Ar. XIII 
abal's b 
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vid as ſhe was deſcending an hill, who was coming agai Nabal, al 
Nabal with the four hundred men. When the _—_— be will n 
David, ſhe leaped down from her aſs, and fell on her fac * 

8. el 


and bowed down to the ground; and entreated him not t 
bear in mind the words of Nabal, fince he knew that hen 
ſembled his name: now Nabal in the Hebrew tongue ſigni 
fies . So ſhe made her apology, © That the did not (4 
2 the meſſengers whom he ſent : Forgive. me, therefore, ſail 
5 ſhe, and thank God who hath hindered thee from ſhed 
x ding human blood; for ſo long as thou keepeſt thyſel 
„ * Innocent, he will avenge thee of wicked men, for wh 
2 miſeries await Nabal, they will fall upon the heads of thin 
enemies. Be thou gracious to me, and think me ſo fe 
p worthy as to accept theſe preſents from me; and out d 
: regard to me, remit that wrath and that anger which thoy 

haſt againſt my huſband, and his houſe, for mildneſs an 
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F humanity become thee, eſpecially as thou art to be ou God 3 
King.“ Accordingly David accepted her preſents, an e good \ 
ſaid, fy Nay, but O woman, it was no other than God! ihment « 
4 mercy which brought thee to us to-day, for otherwiſe tho vited he 
hadſt never ſeen another day, I having f ſworn to deſtro fe, W. 
«6 Nabi as not vv 
* In this, and the t ſect | 1 
, and the two next ſections, we may perceive how eur on a. 
E Ae herſelf would underſtand, As not 8 lo obtait 
ping coals of fire on the bead of the injurious, Prov. xxv. 15. Rom. xii Now 

20. not as we commonly do now, of melting them into kindneſ "had 1 

of leaving them to the judgment of. God, to rwhom vengeanc ble nl wu wg $3 
Deut. xxxii. 35. Pf. xciv. 1. Heb. x. 30. and who will * 4 — — aul, wh 
marria 


on the wicked. And ſince all God's; ; 
judgments are juſt, and all fi 
CTT 
fr an ti — o be the meaning of this phraſe, of beaping coal. 9 4 oy 
Ve may note here, that how facred ſoes paul, th: 
4 * ever an oath . 

i * people of God in old times, they did not think ie — hat if he 
of Da 4 N was plainly unlawſul : For fo we fee it was in this caſe um. So 
yet — * * Ar he had ſworn to deſtroy Nabal and his family, nd upon 
e, and 1 Sam. xv. 32, 33, 34. bleſs God for preventity certain 


his keepi : d 
Fre eping this oath, and ſrom ſhedding of bloed, as he had ſworn to lat Sau 
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then let him know to what place of the country Saul 
already come; and when they told him that he was at H 
chilah, he concealed his going away from his own compar 
ons, and came to Saul's camp, having taken with him At 
thai, his ſiſter Zeruiah's ſon, and Abimelech the Haitti 
Now Saul was aſleep ; and the armed men, with Abner the 
commander, lay. round about him in a circle. Hereuy 
David entered into the King's tent, but he did neither ki 
Saul, though he knew where he lay, by the ſpear that mw 
ſtuck down by him, nor did he give leave to Abiſhai, . 
would have killed him, and was earneſtly bent upon it ſo 


as aſleep, 
e kill him 
im off, he 
vation; 
to be af 
and to re 
that he c 
that he 
had g1v 
that he 
* ment, a 


do: For he ſaid, „It was a horrid crime to kill one thi: 1d his 
** was ordained King by God, although he were a wick: (requer 
„% man; for that he who gave him the dominion, would i danger 
* time, inflict puniſhment upon him.” So he reſtrained Mear and 
eagerneſs : But that it might appear to have been in his pos with: 
to have killed him when he refrained from it, he took . diſpoſit 
ſpear, and the cruiſe of water which ſtood by Saul as he lf: who kr 
aſleep, without being perceived by any in the camp, wil: killed 
were all aſleep, and went ſecurely away, having perform 16. 1 
every thing among the King's attendants that the opporti le went 
nity afforded, and his boldneſs encouraged him to do. MDaeid w 
when he had paſſed over a brook, and was gotten up to . Saul, 
top of an hill, whence he might be ſufficiently heard, he cri bphiliſtin. 
aloud to Saul's ſoldiers, and to Abner their commander, aufg hund 
awaked them out of their ſleep, and called both to him a G:th, w 
to the people. Hereupon the commander heard him, a c-ived b 
aſked who it was that called him? To whom David repliedM};.::t in. 
„It is I, the ſon of Jefle, whom you make a vagabond and Abi 
« But what is the matter? Doſt thou that art a man of this, be 
„ great dignity, and of the firſt rank in the King's cou aft: r hi: 
« take fo little care of thy maſter's body? and is ſleep i by him, 
„ more conſequence to thee than his preſervation, and ti Howeve 
« care of him? This negligence of your's deſerves deat\M but det 
« and puniſhment to be inflited on you, who never percei fich hu 
« ed when a little while ago ſome of us entered into yo below 
camp, nay as far as to the King himſelf, and to all ti for he 1 
« reſt of you. If thou look for the King's ſpear, and bi burden 
*« cru,ſe of water, thou wilt learn what a mighty mĩsfortuii called 
Vas ready to overtake you in your very camp without youll when | 
* knowing of it.” Now, when Saul knew David's voie heritar 
and underſtood, that when he had him in his power while h facthe: 
1 | wal V 


5 


gar. XIII. TN ET E 61 


as aſleep, and his guards took no care of him, yet did not 
at He bin him, but ſpared him, when he might juſtly have cut 
mpußg m off, he ſaid, That © he owed him thanks for his preſer- 


n Al vation and exhorted him to be of good courage, and not 
Jitti to be afraid of ſuffering any miſchief from him any more, 
er th and to return to his own home, for he was now perſuaded, 
reu that he did not love himſelf fo well as he was loved by him: 
er that he had driven away him that could guard him, and 
at m had given many demonſtrations of his good - will to him : 
1, M that he had forced him to live fo long in a ſtate of baniſh- 
it ſo ment, and in great fears of his life, deſtitute of his friends 
e t and his kindred, while {ill he was often ſaved by him, and 
ty; frequently received hi, life agata when it was evidently in 
u 


danger of periſhing.” So David bid them ſend for the 
pear and the cruiſe of water, and take them back; adding 
nis withal, That God would be the judge of both their 
di ſpoſitioos, and of the actions that flowed from the ſame, 
ho knows that when it was this Gay in my power to have 
„ killed thee I abſtained from it.“ 
| 10. Thus Saul having eſcaped the hands of David twice, 
port * went his way to his royal palace, and his own city: But 
avid was afraid, that if he ſtayed there he ſhould- be caught 
by by Soul fo he thought it better to go up into the land of the 
Philittines and abide there. Accordingly, he came with the 
r, 2088 fix hundred men that were with him to Achilh, the King of 
Gath, which was one of their five cities, Now the King re- 
c-ived both him and his men, and gave them a place to in- 
Plied heit in. He had with him alſo his two wives, Ahinoam 
bond and Abigail, and he dwelt in Gath. But when Saul heard 


ol ll this, he took no farther care about ſending to him, or going 
COUNT acter him, becauſe he had been twice, in a manner, caught 
15 b by him, while he was himſelf endeavouring to catch him. 

t 


However, David had no mind to continue in the City of Gath, 
lea bir defired the King, that ſince he had received him with 


cer tech humanity that he would grant him another favour, and 
ö ou be'low upon him ſome place of that country for his habitation, 
| ta 


for he was aſhamed, by living 1a the city, to be grievous and 
burdenſome to him. So Achith gave him a certain village 
called Zillag; which place David and his ſons were fond of 
when he was King, and reckoned it to be their peculiar in- 
heritance. But about thoſe matters we ſhall give the reader 
farther information elſewhere. Now the time that David 

Vol., II. F d welt 


— 
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dwelt in Ziklag, in the land of the Philiſtines, was foyr 
months and twenty days. And now heprivatcly attacked tho, 
Gethurites and Amalekites that were neighbours to the Phi. 
liltines, and laid waſte their country, and took much prey 
of their beaſts and camels, and then returned home; but 
David abſtaintd from the men, as fearing they ſhould if. 
cover him to King Achith, yet did he ſend part cf the prey 
to him as a free gift. And when the King inquired whom 
they had attacked when hey brought away the prey, he ſid, 
thoſe that lay to the ſouth of the Jews, and inhabited in the 
plain; whereby he perſuaded Achith to approve of what he 
nad done, for he hoped that David had fought againſt his 
own nation, and that now he ſhould have bim for his ſervant 
all his life long, and that he would flay in his country, 


CH AFP. XIV. 


How Saul, upon God's not anſiusing him concerning the fh 
with the Philiſtiner, defired a necromantic woman to raiſe uf 
the ſoul of Samuel to him; and how he died, with his ſons, 
pon the overthrow of the Hebrews in battle. 


$ 1, sour the ſame time the Philiſtines reſolved to meke 

war againſt the Iſraelites, and ſent to all their 
confederates that they would go along with them to the 
war to Reggen, [near the city Shunem], whence they might 


gather themſelves together, and ſuddenly attack the Hebrews, 


Then did Achiſh, the King of Gath, defire David to aflift 
them with his armed men againſt the Hebrews. This be 
readily promiſed ; and ſaid, that the time was now come 
wherein he might requit him for his kindneſs and hoſpitality: 
So the King promiſed to make him the keeper of his body af. 
ter the victory, ſuppoſing that the battle with the enemy ſuc- 
ceeded totheir mind : which promiſe of honour and confidence 
he made on purpoſe to increaſe his zeal for his ſervice. 

2. Now Saul, the King of the Hebrews, had caſt ont 
of the country the fortune-tellers, and the necromancers, and 
all ſuch as exerciſed the like arts, excepting the prophets. 
But when he heard that the Philiſtines were already come, 


and had pitched their camp near to the city Shunem, ſituate 


in the plain, he made haſte to oppoſe them with his forces; 
and when he was come to a certain mountain called Gr/bos, 
he pitched his camp over againſt the enemy; but when he ſaw 

the 
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four tie enemy's army he was greatly troubled, becauſe it appear- 
thoſe ied to him to be numerous, and ſuperior to his own ; and he 
2 Phi Wn quired of God by the prophets concerning the battle, that 
prey e might know before hand what would be the event of it. 
; bu WA nd when God did not anſwer him, Saul was under a ſtill 
| dil. WWgreater dread, and his courage fell, forc{ecing, as was but 
prey reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that miſchief would befal him, now 
hom God was not thete to aſſiſt him; yet did he bid his ſervants 
ſaid to inquire out for him ſome woman, that was a necromancer, 
n the and called up the fouls of the dead, that ſo he might know 
whether his affairs would ſucceed to his mind; for this ſort 


at he 
t bis Woof necromantic women, who bring up the fouls of the dead, 
vant o by them foretel future events to ſuch as deſire them. And 


I one of his ſervants told him, that there was ſuch a woman in 
the city Endor, but was known to nobody in the camp; 
he reupon Saul put off his royal apparel, and took two of thoſe 
his ſervants with him whom he knew to be molt faithful to 
him, and came to Endor to the woman, and entreated her 
to act the part of a fortune-teHer, and to bring up ſuch a ſoul 
to him as he ſhould name to her. But when the women op- 
poſed his motion, and ſaid, © She did not deſpiſe the King, 
„ho had baniſhed this ſort of fortune- tellers, and that he 
% did not do well himſelf, when ſhe had done him no harm, 
© to endeavour to lay a ſnare for her, and to diſcover that 
* the exerciſed a forbidden art, in order to procure her to be 
* puniſhed,” He {ware that nobody ſhould know what ſhe 


fight 
ſe up 
ſon, 


Np ke 
heir 
the 
ight 


eus. 
int did; and that he would not tell any one elſe what ſhe fore- 
he toid, but that ſhe ſhould incur no danger. As ſoon as he had 


induced her hy this oath to fear no harm, he bid her bring 
ty: {MW vp to him the foul of Samuel. She not knowing who Sa- 
af. muel was, called him out of Hades, When he appeared, and 
ſac. the woman ſaw one that was venerable, and of a divine form, 
nce WF ſhe was in diforder ; and being aſtoniſhed at the ſight, ſhe 

ſaid, “ Art not thou King Saul?“ for Samuel had informed 
ont ber who he was. When he had owned that to be true, and 
and had aſked her, Whence her diſorder aroſe ?” ſhe ſaid, That 
«ts, che ſaw a certain perſon aſcend, who in his form was like 
me, © to a God.“ And when he bid her tell him what he re- 
ate ſembled, in what habit he appeared, and of what age he was? 
's; ſhe told him,“ He was an old man already, and of a glo- 
oc, rious perſonage, and had on a ſacerdotal mantle,” 80 
aw the King diſcovered by theſe ſigns that he was Samuel; and- 
the F 2 he 


DME 


< to deſire to learn of me any thing farther, when God hath 
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he fell down upon the ground, and ſaluted, and worſhippei 


Book VI 


him. And when the ſoul of Samuel aſked him, Why 


+ had diſturbed him, and cauſed him to be brought up:? 
enemies preſſed heavily upon him; that ke was in deftrel 
what to do in his preſent circumſtances ; that he was forſ, 
ken of God, and could obtain no prediction of what wax 
coming, neither by prophets. nor by dreams; and tha 
«© theſe were the reaſons why I have recourſe to thee, why 
always tookedſt care of me.” But * Samuel ſeeing that 
the end of Saul's life was come, ſaid, © It is in vain for the 


40 


„ forſaken thee : However, hear what I ſay, that David i 
to be King, and to finiſh this war with good ſucceſs ; and 
thou art to loſe thy dominion and thy life, becauſe thou 
* didſt not obey God in the war with the Amalckites, and 
* haſt not Kept his commandments, as I foretold thee while 
© I was alive. Know, therefore, that the people ſhall be 
made ſubje&, to their enemies, and that thou, with thy 
© ſons, ſhall fall in the battle to-morrow, and thou ſhall then 


„ be with me [in Hades |.” 


3. When Saul had heard this, he could not ſpeak for grief, 
and fell down on the floor, whether it were from the ſorrow 
that arofe upon what Samuel had ſaid, or from his emptineſs, 
for he had taken no food the foregoing day nor night, he ea- 
fily fell quite down : And when with difficulty he had reco- 
vered himſelf, the woman would force him to eat, begging 
this of him as a favour, on account of her concern in that 
dangerous inſtance of fortune-telling, which it was not law. 
ful for her to have done, becauſe of the fear ſhe was under 
of the King, while ſhe knew not who he was, yet did ſhe un- 
dertake it, and go through with it; on which account ſhe en- 

treated 


* This hiſtory of Saul's conſultation, not with a witch, as we render 
the Hebrew word here, but with a necremancer, as the whole hiſtory 
ſhews, is eaſily underſtood, eſpecially if we conſult the recognitions of 
Clement, B. I. ch. v. at large, and more briefly, and nearer the days 
of Samuel, Eccluſ. xlvi. 20. Samuel propheſied after bis death, and ſberrel 
the King his end, and lift up his voice from the earth in prophecy, to blot out 
the wickedneſs of the people. Nor docs the exactneſs of the accompliſhment 
of this prediction, the very next day, permit us to ſuppoſe any impoſi- 


tion upon Saul in the preſent hiſtory ; for as to all modern hypotheſis 


againſt the natural ſenſe of ſuch ancient and authentic hiſtorics, I take 
them to be of very ſmall value or conſideration, 


lamented the neceſſity he was under; for he faid, * That H 
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eated him to admit that a table and food might be ſet before 
m, that he might recollect his ſtrength, and fo get ſafe to 
s own camp. And when he oppoſed her motion, and en- 


OK VI 


hippet | 
Thy hy 


) 7”? by 


hat det laſt perſuaded him to it. Now ſhe had one calf that 
eſtree was very fond of, and one that ſhe took a great deal of 
for re of, and fed it herſelf, for the was a woman that got her 


at vi ing by the labour of her own hands, and had no other poſ- 
d tha on but that one calf, this ſhe killed, and made ready its 
, Which, and ſet it before his fervants and himſelf. So Saul 
g tha me to the camp while it was yet night. 

r the 4. Now it is but juſt to “ recommend the generoſity of 
1 hahe is woman, becauſe when the King had forbidden her to uſe 
vid at art whence her circumitances were bettered and impro- 


; and ed, and when ſhe had never ſeen the King before, ſhe ſtill 

thou id not remember to his diſadvantage that he had condemned 
, ander fort of learning, and did not refuſe him as a ſtranger, and 
while hne that ſhe had had no acquaintance with, but ſhe had com- 
ll befW@afion upon him, and comforted him, and exhorted him to 
h thy Wo what he was greatly averſe to, and offered him the only 


then rreature ſhe had, as a poor woman, and that earneſtly, and 
vith great humanity, while ſhe had no requital made her for 
er kindneſs, nor hunted after any future favour from him, for 
ie knew he was to die; whereas men are naturally either 
ambitious to pleaſe thofe that beſtow benefits upon them, or 
are very ready to ſerve thoſe from whom they may receive 


Some advantage, It would be well, therefore, to-imitate the 


rrief, 
Trow 
neſs, 
e ca. 
reco. 


ging example of this woman, and to do kindneſſes to all ſuch as 
that Mare in want; and to think that nothing is better, nor more 
law. becoming mankind, than ſuch a general beneficence, nor 
nder Nhat will ſooner render God favourable, and ready to beſtow 
un- gdod things upon us. And fo far may ſuffice to have ſpoken 
 en- ¶ concerning this woman. But | (hall ſpeak farther upon an- 
ated other ſubject, which will afford me the opportunity of diſ- 
courling on what is for the advantage of cities, and people, 
nder 2 and 
ſtory | 
. * Theſe great commendations. of this necromantic woman of Endor 


day and of Saul's martial courage, when yet he knew he ſhould die in the 
Need battle, are ſomewhat unuſual digreſſions in Joſephus. They ſeem to 
on me extracted from ſome ſpeeches or declamations of his compoſed for- 
zent mcrly, in the way of oratory, that lay by him, and which he thought 


ers fit to inſert upon this occaſion, Sec before on Antiq. B. II. ch. vi. $ 8, 
: 1 


ake 


vol, , 


ely rcjeRed.it, by reaſon of his anxiety, ſhe forced him, 
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Juſtly deſerve ſome commendation alſo, but thoſe only may 
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and nations, and ſuited to the taſte of good men, and will ei 
courage them all in the proſecution of virtue, and is capa 
of ſhewing them the method of acquiring glory, and an eve 
laiting fame and of imprinting in the kings of nations, an 
the rulers of cites, great inclination and diligence of doin 
well; as alſo of encouraging them to undergo dangers, an 
to die for their countries, and of inſtucting them how to d: 
ſpiſe all the moſt terrible adverſities: and I have a fair e 


AP. XIV. 


nd, this it 
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eaſion offered me to enter on ſuch a diſcourſe by Saul the KiuWſjc&t affo: 
of the Hebrews ; for although he knew what was coming run out 1 
on him, and that he was to die immediately, by the predictio Mat hiſtory 
of the prophet, he did not reſolve to fly from death, nor ß. Now 
far to indulge the love of life, as to betray his own people their ca 
the enemy, or to bring a diſgrace on his royal dignity, bu rding to 
expoſing himſelf, as well as all his family and children, Hing Achi 
dangers, he thought it a brave thing to fall together with then me Davi 
as he was fighting for his ſubjects, and that it was better hie comme 


ſons ſhould die thus, ſhewing their courage, than to leave ing, whe 
them to their uncertain conduct afterward, while inſtead e anſwer 
ſucceſſion and poſterity, they gained commendation and i his malt 
laſting name. Such an one alone ſeems to me to be came to 
juſt, a ccurageous, and a prudent man; and when any this req 
one has arrived at theſe diſpoſitions, or ſhall hereafter at. Saul, a 
rive at them, he is the man that ought to be by all honoured Handers c 
with the teſtimoney of a virtuous or courageous man; for as to derate v 
thoſe that go out to war with hopes of ſucceſs, and that they m away 
ſhall return ſafe ſuppoſing they ſhould have performed ſome fal of mi 
glorious action, I think thoſe do net do well who call theſe Wh opport 
valiant men, as ſo many hiſtorians and other writers who {Wilchict t 
treat of them are wont to do, although I confeſs thoſe do {Wprudent 
undred 
bitatio! 
brated 
nds of t 
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in, *.: 
great 

count 
what 


be ſtyled courageous and bold in great undertakings, and de- 
{piſers of adverſities, who imitate Saul; for as for thoſe that 
do not know What the event of war will be as to them- 
ſelves, and though they do not faint in it, but deliver them- 
ſelves up to uncertain futurity, and are toſſed this way and 
that way, this is not ſo very eminent an inſtance of a gene- 
rous mind, although they happen to perform many great ex- 
ploits ; but when mens. minds expect no good event, but 


they know before hand they muſt die, and that they muſt un- Philif 
dergo that death in the battle alſo, after this neither to be af- I hav: 
frighted, nor to be aſtoniſhed at the terrible fate that is com- keep | 
ing, but to go directly upon it, when they know it before IM incurt 


hand, 
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nd, this it is what I eſteem the character of a man truly 
Wurageous, Accordingly this Saul did, and thereby demon- 
ated that all men who deſire fame after they were dead, are 
to act as they may obtain the ſame : This eſpecially con- 
ms Kings, who ought not to think it enough in. their high 


rs, ation that they are not wicked in the government of their 
to de jects, but to be no more than moderately good to them. 
ur could ſay more than this about Saul, and his courage, the 
Kii ject affording matter ſufficient, but that I may not appear 


Ng uv run out improperly in his commendation, I return again to 
11tioll 


Wat hiſtory from which I made this digreſſion. 


nor 5. Now when the Philiſtines, as I ſaid before, had pitch- 
ple i their camp, and had taken an account of their forces, ac- 
y, bufWrding to their nations, and kingdoms, and goverments, 
en, i ing Achiſh came laſt of all with bis own army; after whom 
then me David with his fix hundred armed men. And when 
er hc commanders of the Philiſtines ſaw him, they aſked the 
lea ing, whence theſe Hebrews came, and at whole invitation. 
ad oc anſwered, That“ it was David, who was fled away from 


nd 4 
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any 
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his maſter Saul, and that he had entertained him when he 
came to him, and that now he was willing to make him 
this requital for his favours, and to avenge himſelf upon 
Saul, and ſo was become his confederate.” The com- 
anders complained of this, that he had taken him for a con- 


as to derate who was an enemy, and gave him counſel to ſend 
they m away, leſt he ſhould unawares do his friends a great 
ſome Mal of miſchief by entertaining him, for that he afforded him 
theſe i opportunity of being reconciled to his maſter, by doing 


who iſchief to our army. They thereupon deſired him, out of 


e do {W prudent foreſight of this, to ſend him away, with his fix 
may {Mundred armed men, to the place he had given him for his 
1 de- MWbitation; that this was that David whom the virgins ce- of 
that Wbrated in their hymns, as having deſtroyed many ten thou- MM 


em- 
em- 
and 


nds of the Philiſtines. When the King of Gath heard this, 
thought they ſpake well; ſo he called David, and ſaid to 
im, „As for myſelf I can bear witneſs that thou haſt ſhewn 


ne- great diligence and kindneſs about me, and on that ac- 

ex- count it was that I took thee for my confederate, however, IF) 7 
but what I have done does not pleaſe the commanders of the buoy | 
un- Philiſtines, go therefore within a day's time to the place 1 4 


af. 
m- 
ore 


nd, 


have given thee, without ſuſpecting any harm, and there N 
keep my country, leſt any of our enemies ſhould make an 4 


incurſion upon it, which will be one part of that aſſiſtance 
„ which 
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„ which I exped from thee. So David came to Ziklag, as\ 
King of Gath bid him ; but it happened, that while he y 
gone to the aſſiſtance of the Philiſtines, the Amalekites b 


. XIV. 


ſudden,: 
e naked, 


made an incurſion, and taken Ziklag before, and had bu nſelves t 
it; and when they had taken a great deal of other prey out (eſtroye- 
that place, and out of the other parts of the Philiſtines c lay at 
try, they departed. od broug 


6. Now when David found that Ziklag was laid wa others « 


and that it was all ſpoiled, and that as well his own wir ir cups, 2 
which were two, as the wives of his companions, with them fail a! 
children, were made captives, he preſently rent his cloth ir armou 
weeping and lamenting, together with his friends; and i than th 
deed he was ſo caſt down with theſe misfortunes, that Ws of Dav 


length tears themſelves failed him. He was alſo in dang ft hour ot 
of being ſtoned to death by his companions, who were grea:þve four | 
aſflicted at the captivity of their wives and children, Maped by: 
they laid the blame upon him of what had happened: Mdingly I 
when he had recovered himſelf out of his grief, and had i enemy 
ed up his mind to God, he defired the high prieſt Abiatl,ve5 of hi: 
to put on his ſacerdotal garments, and to inquire of Gee where 
and to prophecy to him, Whether God would grant, thi able to 
„ik he purſued after the Amalekites, he ſhould overtal ff, the fc 
them, and fave their wives and their children, and avengWn any © 
& himſelf on the enemies.” Aud when the high prieſt ee they e 


bim to purſue after them, he marched apice, with his . and di 
hundred men, after the enemy; and when he was come (it ſaid, tl 
a certain brook called Be/or, and had light upon one Meir wives 
was wandering about, an Egyptain by birth, who was almol eirs was 
dead with want and famine, (for he had continued wandeWcn ſuch. 
ing about without food in the wilderneſs three days), he fir emies, Al 
of all gave him ſuſtenance, both meat and drink, and therebWW<y {houlc 


refreſhed him: He then aſked him, to whom he belonged]Mn to all, 
and whence he came? Whereupon the man told him Mff; and: 
was an Egyptain by birth, and was left behind by his ma{l«{Wole who | 
becauſe he was ſo ſick and weak that he could not fo!loWo!e that 
him. He alſo informed him. that he was one of thoſe th <iklag, 
had burnt and plundered not only other parts of Judea, bi miliar w 


Ziklag itſelf alſo. So David made uſe of him as a guide nd thus 
find out the Amalekites; and when he had overtaken then the ſlau 
as they lay ſcattered about on the ground, ſome at dinne 7. Now 
ſome diſordered and entirely drunk with wine, and in tld a ſharp 
fruition of their ſpoils and their prey, he fell vj on ther uerors, a 


hne King 


OOK YI 
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g. as '\k 


: he j ſudden, and made a great laughter among them, for they 


ites Me naked, and expected no ſuch thing, but had betaken 
id bun nſelves to drinking and feaſting, and fo they were all eaſi- 
'y out deſtroyed. Now ſome of them that were overtaken as 
es cou lay at the table, were ſlain in that poſture, and their 


od brought up with it their meat and their drink. They 
others of them as they were drinking to one another in 
ir cups, and ſome of them when their full bellies had made 
m fail aſleep; and for ſo many as had time to put on all 
ir armour, they flew them with the ſword, with no leſs 
than they did thoſe that were naked: and for the parti- 
s of David, they continued alſo the ſlaughter from the 
hour of the day to the evening, ſo that there were not 


] Wat 
wir 
th the 
clothe 
and | 
that 
dang 


great MÞve four hundred of the Amalekites left, and they only 
en, Maped by getting upon their dromedaries and camels, Ac- 
|: BiWdingly David recovered not only all the other ſpoils which 
id ra enemy had carried away, but his wives allo, and the 


es of his companions: But when they were ecme to the 
ce where they had left the two hundred men, which were 
t able to follow them, but were left to take care of the 
ff, the four hundred men did not think fit to divide among 
2m any other parts of what they had gotten, or of the prey, 
ce they did not zccompany them, but pretended to be fee- 
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his f 
me! 
e th 
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t faid, they ſhould be contented to have ſafely recovered 


eirs was evil and unjuſt, and that when God had granted 
em ſuch a favour, that they had avenged themſelves on their 
emies, and had recovered all that belonged to themſelves, 
ey ſhould make an equal diſtribution of what they had got- 
n to all, becauſe the reſt had tarried behind toguard their 
ff; and fiom that time this law obtained among them, that 
ole who guarded the ſtuff ſhould receive an equal ſhare with 


01loWo!e that fought in the battle. Now when David was come 
th Ziklag, he ſent portions of the ſpoils to all that had been 
„ bi miliar with him, and to his friends in the tribe of Judah: 
de Md thus ended the affairs of the plundering of Ziklag, aud 


hen the ſlaughter of the Amalekites. 

nne 7. Now upon the Philiſtines joining battle, there follow- 

n tld a ſharp engagement, and the Philiſtines became the con- 

m eue rors, and flew a great number of their enemies; but Saul 
e King of Iſrael, and his ſons, fought courageouſly, _ 
WII 


e, and did not follow them in the purſuit of the enemy. 


eir wives; yet did David pronounce, that this opinion of 
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nadab, and Malchiſua; and when theſe were ſlain, then 
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of his fon 
they ſent 


with the utmoſt alacrity, as knowing that their entire g 
lay in nothing elſe but dying honourably, and expoſing th 


ſelves to the utmoſt danger fram the enemy (for they that th 
nothing elſe to hope for), ſo they brought upon them armour | 
the whole power of the enemy till they were encomn{Mſſroſles at 
round and ſlain, but not before they had killed many of d Scyt ho 
Philiſtines. Now the ſons of Saul were Jonathan, and heard th 


and o 
look this 


titude of the Hebrews were put to flight, and all was d 
Urites, t! 


der, and confuſion, and ſlaughter, upon the Philiſtines 


ling in upon them: But Saul himſelf fled, having a . indeed 
body of ſoldiers about him; and upon the Philiſtines dy and 
ing after them thoſe that threw javelins and (hot-arrows Wh, and ap] 
loſt all his company except a few; as for himſelf he ff odies of 
with great bravery, and when he had received ſo nd, while 


igh to h 
people of 
in the 

99 a n 
s, with t 


wounds, that he was not able to bear up, nor to oppoſe: 
longer, and yet was not able to kill himſelf, he bid his 
mour-bcarc. diaw his iword, and run him through, be 
the enemy ſhould take him alive: But his armour-bearer 
daring to kill his maſter, he drew his own ſword, and p 


ing himſelf over againſt its point, he threw himſelf upon lament! 
and when he could neither run it through him, nor, by le meat o 
ing againſt it, make the ſword paſs through him, he tun . To th 
him round, and aſked a certain young man that flood Ney of 8 
who he was? and when he underſtood that he was an about 
lekite, he defired him to force the ſword through him, Ming the 
cauſe he was not able to do it with his own hands, Mech him 
thereby to procure him ſuch a death as he defired. This ten he | 
young man did accordingly ; and he took the golden bre, and 
let that was on Saul's arm, and his royal crown that was his inan 
his head, and ran away: And when Saul's armour-bean 
faw that he was ſlain, he Killed himſelf; nor did any of This wa 
King's guards eſcape, but they all fell upon the mounti . 5 4 
called Gilboa. But when thoſe Hebrews that dwelt in tl —__ 
AA en 
valley beyond Jordan, and thoſe who had their cities int ong, req 
plain, heard that Saul and his ſons were fallen, aud that of this | 
multitude about them were deſtroyed, they left their ng til! tl 
cities, and fled to ſuch as were the beſt fortified and fence s re 
and the Philiſtines finding thoſe cities deſerted, came al "Pp = 
delt in them. | * E 
8. On the next day, when the Philiſtines came to ſtiſ ion to be 
their enemies that were ſlain, they got the bodies of Sies here 
MF 2v-ning 
am. 1. 17 
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ire Mot his ſons, and ſtripped them, and cut off their heads; 
ny (they ſent meſſengers all about their country, to aquaint 
they that their enemies were fallen; and they dedicated 


e mſe armour in the temple of Aſt arte, but hung their bodies 


omnWrofſes at the walls of the city Bethſhan, which is now 
yy of Wd $:31b0po/ze. But when the inhabitants of Jabeſh G1- 
and heard that they had diſmembered the dead bodies of 
the . and of his ſons, they deemed it fo horrid a thing to 
ras Hook this barbarity. and to ſuffer then. to be without fu- 
nes li rites, that the molt courageous ànd hardy among them, 
a . indeed that city had in it men that were very ſtout both 


nes ſe 
rows, 
e foy 
ſo m 


ody and mind), journeyed all night, and came to Beth- 
, and approached to the enemies wall, and taking down 
zodies of Saul, and of his ſons, they carried them to Ja- 
, while the enemy were not able enough, nor bold 


poſe Wagh to hinder them, becauſe of their great courage: So 
d his people of Jabeſh wept all in general, and buried their bo- 
„ bei in the beſt place of their country, which was named 
arer WS; and they obſerved a public mourning for them ſeven 
nd ps, with their wives and children, beating their breafts, 
upon lamenting the King and his ſons, “ without taſting ei- 


meat or drink [till the evening ]. 


> turf. To this his end did Saul come, according to the pro- 
ood Mey of Samuel, becauſe he diſobeyed the commands of 
n A about the Amalekites, and on the account of his de- 


im, WSying the family of Ahimelech the high prieſt, with Ahi- 
ds, Mech himſelt, and the city of the high prieſts. Now Saul, 
"his en he had reigne. eighteen years, while Samuel was 
bre, and after his death two [and twenty], ended his life 
was his manner. 

*- bean 


of This way of ſpeaking in Joſephus, of /afting ſeven days wwithout meat 


ournt;88/ #4, is almoſt like that of St. Paul's, Acts xxvii. 33. This day is the 
Wa. teerth day that ye bave tarried, and continued faſting, having t:ken nothing: 
in the nature of the thing, and the impoſſibility of frictly faſting 


ong, require us here to underſtand both Joſ-phus and the ſacred au- 

of this hiſtory, x Sam. xxxi. 13. from whom he took it, of only 
ing till the evening; ſo muſt we underſtand St. Paul, either that 
was really the fourteenth day of their tempeſtuous weather in the 
riatic ſea, as ver. 27. aud that on this fourteenth day alone they had 
inzed faſting, and bad taken nothing before the evening. The mention 
their Jong abſtinence, ver. 21. inclines me to believe the former expli- 
ion to be the truth, and that the caſe was then for a /ortnight what 
as here for a wee, that they kept all thoſe days entirely as faſts till 
evening, but not longer. Sce Judg. xx. 26. xxi. 2. I Sam. XIV, 24. 
an, i. 12. Antiq. B. VII. ch. vii. 9 4. 
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From the Death of Saul to the Death of David, 


. 


How David reigned over one tribe at Hebron, while the ſu 
Saul reigned over the reſt of the multuude ; and how, 1 
cruil war which then aroſe, A/ahel and Abner were | 


} 1, Tus fight proved to be on the ſame day whereon 
vid was come back to Ziklag, after he had or 
come the Amalekites. Now when he had been already! 
days at Ziklag, there came to him the man who flew 8 
which was the third day after the fight. He had eſcaped 
of the battle which the Iſraelites had with the Phililtin 
and had his clothes rent, and aſhes upon his head, 
when he made his obeiſance to David, he inquired of 
whence he came. He replied, from the battle of the I; 
ites: and he informed him, that the end of it was unfa 
nate, many ten thouſands of the Iſraelites having been Mtbeir ca 
off, and Saul, together with his ſons, ſlain. He alſo informe 
that he could well give him this information, becauſe he ¶ heir K 
preſent at the victory gained over the Hebrews, and 3. Bi 
with the King when he fled : Nor did he deny that he ratet 8 
himſelf ſlain the King, when he was ready to be taken 


the enemy, and he himſelf exhorted him to do it, bcc: 4 wor 
when he was fallen on his ſword, his great wound, and tak 
made him ſo weak that he was not able to kill bin name x 
He allo produced demonſtrations that the King was 1M dan. an 
which were the golden bracelets that had been on cepting 


King's arms, and his crown, which he had taken called 
from Saul's dead body, and had brought them to him. of the 
Ya! V 
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avid having no longer any room to call in queſtion the 
With of what he ſaid, but ſeeing moſt evident marks that 
ul was dead, he rent his garment, and continued all that 
Ry with his companions, in weeping and lamentation. This 


Ya of Saul, who had been his moſt faithful friend, and the 
caſion of his own deliverance. He allo demonſtrated him- 
Elf to have ſuch great virtue, and ſuch great kindneſs for 
aul, as not only to take his death to heart, though he had 
Wecn frequently in danger of loſing his life by his means, but 
puniſh him that ſlew him: for when David had ſaid to 
im, that he was become his own accuſer, as the very man 
ho had flain the King, and when he had underſtood that 
e was the fon of an Amalekite, he commanded him to be 
Jain. He alſo committed to writing ſome lamentations and 
uneral commendations of Saul and Jonathan, which have 
ontinued to my own age. | 
2. Now when David had paid theſe honours to the King, 
jc left off his mourning ; and inquired of God by the pro- 
het, which of the cities of the tribe called the tribe of Ju- 
lah he would beſtow upon him to dwell in? Who anſwered, 
{hat he beſtowed upon him Hebron. So he left Ziklag. and 


ame to Hebron, and took with him his wives, which were 
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2p*0 WS: number two, and his armed men; whereupon all the peo- 
iliſti ple of the fore- mentioned tribe came to him, and ordained 
J. in their King. But when he heard that the inhabitants of 
of [abeth Gilead had buried Saul and his ſons [honourably ], 
e IL (cnt to them, and commended them, and took what they 
unto. done kindly, and promiſed to make them amends for 
been their care of thoſe that were dead; and at the ſame time he 
lo informed them, that the tribe of Judah had choſen him for 
e he their King. 

and! 3. But as ſoon as Abner, the ſon of Ner, who was gene- 
8 he ral of Saul's army, and a very active man, and good natur- 
aken ed, knew that the King, and Jonathan, and his two other 
beca ſons, were fallen in the battle, he made haſte into the camp; 
nd , and taking away with him the remaining ſon of Saul, whoſe 
hin name was Iſbboſbeth, he paſſed over to the land beyond Jor- 
. ſh dan, and ordained him the King of the whole multitude, ex. 
on <epting the tribe of Judah; aud made his royal ſeat in a place 
en ©" called in our own language Mahanarm, but in the language 
ws” of the Grecians, The Camps: From whence Abner made 


Vor. II. G a haſte, 


Wricf was augmented by the conſideration of Jonathan, the 
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haſte, with a ſelect body of ſoldiers, to fight with ſuch of 
the tribe of Judah as were diſpoſed to it, for he was angry 
that this tribe had ſet up David for their King. But Joah, 
whoſe father was Suri, and his mother Zeruiah, David's if. 
ter, who was general of David's army, met him, accordin 

to David's appointment, He had with him his brethren A. 
biſhai, and Aſahel, as alſo all David's armed men. Now 
when he met Abnerat a certain fountain, in the city of Gibe. 
on, he prepared to fight: And when Abner ſaid to him, 
that lie had a mind to know which of them had the more ya- 
liant ſoldiers ? it was agreed between them, that twelve (ol. 
diers of each fide ſhould fight together. So thoſe that were 
| choſen out by both the generals for this fight, came between 
the two armies, and throwing their lances one againſt the o- 
ther, they drew their ſwords, and catching one another by 
the head, they held one another faſt, and ran each other's 
{words into their fides and groins, until they all, as it were 
by mutual agreement, periſhed together. When theſe were 
fallen down dead, the reſt of the army came to a ſore battle, 
and Abner's men were beaten ; and when they were beaten, 
Joab did not leave off purſuing them, but he preſſed upon 
them, and excited the ſoldiers to follow them cloſe, and not 
to grow weary of killing them. His brethren alſo purſued 
them with great alacrity, and eſpecially the younger Aſahel, 
who was the moſt eminent of them. He was very famous 
for his ſwiftneſs of foot, for he could not only be too hard 
for men, but is reported to have over-runan horſe, when they 
had a race together. This Aſahel ran violently after Abner, 
and would not turn in the leaſt out of the ſtrait way, either 
to the one ſide or to the other. Hereupon Abner turned 
back, and attempted artfully to avoid his violence. Some- 
times he bade him leave off the purſuit, and take the armour 
of one of his ſoldiers ; and ſometimes, when he could not 
perſuade him ſo to do, he exhorted him to reftrain himſelf, 
and not to purſue him any longer, leſt he ſhould force him 
to kill him, and they ſhould then not be able to look his bro- 
ther in the face. But when Aſahel would not admit of any 
perſuaſions, but ſtill continued to purſue him, Abner ſmote 
him with his ſpear, as he held it in his flight, and that by 
a back-ſtroke, and gave him a deadly wound, ſo that he died 
immediately ; but thoſe that were with him purſuing Abner, 
when they came to the place where Aſahel lay, they ſtood 
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round about the dead body, and left off the purſuit of the 
enemy. However, both * Joab himſelf, and his brother 
Abiſhai, ran paſt the dead corps, and making their anger at 
the death of Aſahel an occafion of greater zeal againſt Ab- 
ner, they went on with incredible haſte and alacrity, and 
purſued Abner to a certain place called Ammah : it was a- 
bout ſun-ſet. Then did Joab aſcend a certain hill, as he ſtood 
at that place, having the tribe of Benjamin with him, whence 
he took a view of them, and of Abneralſo. Hereupon Ab- 
ner cried aloud, and ſaid, That it was not fit that they 
«* ſhould irritate men of the ſame nation to fight ſo bitterly . 
one againſt another: that as for Aſahel his brother, he 
„was himſelf in the wrong, when he would not be adviſed 
* by him not to purſue him any farther, which was the oc- 
« caſion of his wounding and death.” So Joab conſented 
to what he ſaid, and accepted theſe his words as an excuſe 
[about Aſahel], and called the ſoldiers back with the ſound 
of the trumpet, as a ſignal for their retreat, and thereby put 
a ſtop to any farther purſuit. After which Joab pitched his 
camp there that night ; but Abner marched all that night, 
and paſſed over the river Jordan, and came to Iſhboſheth, 
Saul's fon, to Mahanaim. On the next day Joab counted 
the dead men, and took care of all their funerals. Now 
there were lain of Abner's ſoldiers about three hundred 
and fixty, but of thoſe of David nineteen, and Adahel, 
whoſe body Joab and Abiſhai carried to Bethlehem; and 
when they had buried him in the ſepulchre of their fathers, 
they came to David to Hebron. From this time therefore 
there began an inteſtine war, which laſted a great whale, in 
which the followers of David grew ſtronger in the dangers 
they underwent, and the ſervants and ſubjects of Saul's = 
did almoſt every day became weaker. | 

4. About this time David was become the father of fix 
ſons, born of as many mothers. The eldeſt was by Abino- 
am, and he was called Amnon; the ſecond was Daniel, by 
his wife Abigail; the name of the third was Abſalom, by 
Maachah, the daughter of Talmai, King of Geſhur; the 
fourth he named Adonyah, by his wife Haggith ; the fifth 

| G 2 


Was 


* It ought here to be noted, that Joab, and Abiſhai, and Aſahel, 
were all three David's nephews, the ſons of his ſiſter Zeruiab, as 1 Chr. 
ii. 16. and that Amaſa was alſo his nephew by his other ſiſter Abigail. 
ver. 17. 
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wes Shephatiah, by Abitail; the fixth he called Ihrcum, h. 
Eglah. Now while this inteſtine war went on, and whi 
tne tubjects of the two Kings came frequently to action, 1 
to fighting, it was Abner the general of the hoſt of Saul 
fon, who, by his prudence, and the great intereſt he had: 
mong the multitude, made them all continue with 1ſhboſheth: 
and indeed it was a conſiderable time that they continued o 
his party; but afterward Abner was blamed, and an accuſz 
tion was led againſt him, that he went into Saul's concy, 
bine: her name was Ry/pah, the daughter of Aiah. % 
when he was complained of by Iſhboſheth, he was very un. 


eaſy, and angry at it, becauſe he had not juſtice done hin hich ever) 
by Iſhboſheth, to whom he had ſhewn the greateſt kindnel WW? by anot] 
ad {aid to 


whereupon he threatened that he would transfer the kingdon 
to David, and demonſtrate that he did not rule over the veg. 
ple beyond Jordan by his own abilities and wiſdom, but by 
his warlike conduct and fidelity, in leading his army. So he 
ſent ambaſſadors to Hebron to David, and defired that he 
would give him ſecurity upon oath, that he would eſteem him 
his companion and his friend, upon condition that he ſhould peQator of 
perſuade the people to leave Saul's ſon, and to chooſe him 5. Wheo 
King of the whole country. And when David had made { his arm 
that league with Abner, for he was pleaſed with his meſſage ad underf 
to him, he deſired that he would give this as the firſt mark arted wit] 
of performance of the preſent league, that he might have bis hat the 8. 
wite Michal reftored to him. as her whom he had purchaſed cared ln 
with great bazards, avd with thoſe 6x hundred keads of the San the 
Thiliſtines which he had brought to Saul her father, 80 ince he W 
Abner took Michal from Fhaltiel, who was then her hu(. > affairs, 
band, and ſent her to David, Ichboſheth himſelf affording ſhould req 
him his aſſiſtance, for David had written to him that of right e deprive 
he ought to have this bis wife reſtored to him. Abner alto vin and 
called together the elders of the multitude, the comn:anders, ed to calu 
and captains of thouſands. and ſpake thus to them, That © he . Le of | 
© had formerly diſſuaded them from their own reſolution geged to 
when they were ready to forſake Iſhboſheth; and to join De fers: 
© themſelves to David ; that, however, he now gave them ſully, and 
{© leave ſo to do, if they had a mind to it, for they knew | > his p 
* that God had appointed David to be King of all the He. I thus; 
* brews, by Samnvel the prophet ; and had foretold that he betook n 
ah ſhould puniſh the Philiſtines, and overcome them, aud termined 
„bring them under,” Now when the elders and rulers meſlenge 
heard 


And when 
nd had tre 
bner, whe 
Ting the n 
rovernmen 
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ard this, and underſtood that Abner was come over to 
Joie ſentiments about the public affairs which they were of 
ore, they changed their meaſures, and came in to David. 
hen theſe men had agreed to Abner's propoſal, he called 
ccther the tribe of Benjamin, for all of that tribe were the 
uards of Iſhboſheth's body, and he ſpake to them to the 


eth: 
d [ me purpoſe. And when he ſaw that they did not in the 
-u{ {Wait oppoſe what he faid, but reſigned themſelves up to his 


pinion, he took about twenty of his friend, and came to 
dayid, in order to receive himſelf ſecurity upon oath from 
im; for we may juſtly eſteem thoſe things to be firmer 


hin kich every one of us do by ourſelves, than thoſe which we 
\ef; {Wo by another. He allo gave him an account of what he 
don ad faid to the rulers, and to the whole tribe of Benjamin. 


\nd when David had received him in a courteous manner, 


Deo. 
t bed had treated him with great hoſpitality for many days, 
o heAbner, when he was diſmiſſed, deſired him to permit him to 


ring the multitude with him, that he might deliver up the 


t he 
hin overnment to him, when David uimſelf was preſent, and a 
duldpectator of what was done. 


hin 5- When David had ſent Abner away, Joab, the general 
f his army, came immediately to Hebron; and when he 
ad underſtood that Abner had been with David, and had 
arted with him a little before under leagues and agreements, 
pi bat the government ſhould be delivered up to David, he 
Med cared leſt David ſhould place Abner, who had aſſiſted him 
the gain the kingdom, in the firit rank of dignity, eſpecially 
ince he was a ſhrewd man in other reſpects, in underſtand- 
ing affairs, and in managing them artfully, as proper ſeaſons 


ry ſhould require, and that he ſhould himſelf be put lower, and 
ght e deprived of the command of the army, ſo he took a kna- 
11 rich and wicked courſe. In the firſt place, he endeavour- 
. ed to calumniate Abner to the King, exhorting him to have 
hie Da care of him, and not to give attention to what he had en- 
ien Ngeged to do for him, becaule all he did tended to confirm 
Yin Mee government to Saul's ſon ; that he came to him deceit- 
em ſally, and with guile, and was gone away in hopes of gain- 


ing his purpoſe by this management. But when he could 
Ie. $9t thus perſuade David, nor ſaw him at all exaſperated, he 
betook himſelf to a projet bolder than the former. He de- 
| termined to kill Abner; and in order thereto he lent ſome 
eſſengers after him, to whom he gave in charge, that when 


bo ö G 3 they 


* 
J 
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they ſhould overtake him, they ſhould recal him in Davih Her in the 

name, and tell him, that he had ſomewhat to ſay to him Wocured by 
bout his affairs which he had not remembered to ſpeak e heavieſt 

when he was with him. Now when Abner heard what on his whe 
meſſengers faid, (for they overtook him in a certain plan in this v 
called Beira, which was diltant from Hebron twenty uM took care 
longs), he ſuſpected none of the miſchief which was ber, contrar! 
ling him, and came back. Hereupon Joab met him in ti had take! 
gate, and recerved him in the kindeſt manner, as if he werWpople to W. 
Abner's moſt benevolent acquaintance and friend; for {udWpdy with t 


L 


as undertake the vileſt actions, in order to prevent the ſuſi ments, a 
cion of any private miſchief intended, do frequently make He habit in 
greateſt pretences to what really good men ſincerely do. followed 
he took him aſide from his own followers, as if he wou lers, lame 
ſpeak with him in private, and brought him into a void pla ed-will te 
of the gate, having himſelf nobody with him but his brothe he was 
Abiſhai; then he drew his ſword, and {mote him in Uiſent. 80 
groin ; upon which Abner died by this treachery of Joab Her, and in 
which, as he ſaid himſelf, was in way of puniſhment for liver the me 
brother Aſahel. whom Abner {mote and {lew as he was pur», ſo dee 
ſuing after him in the battle of Hebron, but as the truth waWompanion: 
out of fear of his loſing his command of the army, and hut he affir 
dignity with the King, and leſt he ſhould be deprived of thoiWe fun was 
advantages, and Abner ſhould obtain the firſt rank in DaW the mult 
vid's court. By theſe examples, any one may learn, honfWightily fa 
many and how great inſtances of wickedneſs men will ven{Wcad, and t 
ture upon, for the ſake of getting money, and authority, an ich was 
that they may not fail of either of them ; for as when the homes, as 
are deſirous of obtaining the ſame, they acquire them by teaffering h 
thouſand evil practices, ſo when they are afraid of lofingWvle burial 
them, they get them confirmed to them by practices much entire 
worſe than the former, as if [no] other calamity ſo terrible of dif! 
could befal them as the failure of acquiring ſo exalted a ing woul 


authority, and when they have acquired it, and by long cul- umſtance 


tom found the ſweetneſ of it, the loſing it again: and ſince Head body 
this laſt would be the heavieſt of all afflictions, they all od to gain 
them contrive and venture upon the moſt difficult actions Ho what v 
out of the fear of loſing the fame. But let it ſuffice that IMpicion tha 
have made theſe ſhort reflections upon that ſubject. nis to th. 

6. When David heard that Abner was ſlain, it grieved death o 
his ſoul; and he called all men to witneſs, with ſtretching brews h 


out his hands to God, and crying out, that he was not a par- “ who ws 
take! 


4 
4 
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vieh er in the murder of Abner, and that his death was not 
m ccured by his command or approbation. He allo wiſhed 
ik Mc heavietit curſes might light upon him that flew him, and 


on his whole houſe, and he devoted thoſe that had aſſiſted 
In in this murder to the ſame penalties on its account; for 
took care not to appear to have had any hand in this mur- 
r, contrary to the aſſurances he had given, and the oaths 
had taken to Abner. However, he commanded all the 
ople to weep and lament this man, and to honour his dead 
fue ay with the uſual ſolemnities; that is, by rending their 
arments, and putting on ſackcloth, and that this ſhould be 
e habit in which they ſhould go before the bier; after which 


„ WW followed it himſelf, with the elders, and thoſe that were 
ou lers, lamenting Abner, and by his tears demonſtrating his 
pla od-will to him while he was alive, and his ſorrow for him 
theWow he was dead, and that he was not taken off with his 


oſent. So he buried him at Hebron in a magnificent man- 
er, and indited funeral elegies for him: he alſo ſtood firſt 
ver the monument weeping, and cauſed others to do the ſame : 
; purWav, ſo deeply did the death of Abner diſorder him, that his 
ompanions could by no means force him to take any food, 
ut he affirmed with an oath that he would taſte nothing till 
he ſun was ſet. This procedure gained him the good-will 
the multitude; for ſuch as had an affection for Abner were 
ightily ſatisfied with the reſpect he paid him when he was 
cad, and the obſervation of that faith he had plighted to him, 


and bich was ſhewed in his vouchſafing him all the uſual cere- 
theſſonies, as if he had been his kinſman and his friend, and not 

Mufcring him to be neglected and injured with a diſhonour- 
ofineWble burial, as if he had been his enemy; inſomuch, that 
nuch he entire nation rejoiced at the King's gentleneſs and mili- 
ribleW+c{s of diſpoſition, every one being ready to ſuppole that the 
d Ning would have taken the ſame care of them, in the like cir- 
- culſWumſtances, which they ſaw he ſhewed in the burial of the 
ſince 


lead body of Abner. And indeed David principally .ntend- 
Wd to gain a good reputation, and therefore he . care to 
do what was proper in this caſe, whence none had any ſuſ- 
picion that he was the author of Abner's death. He alfo ſaid 
his to the multitude, That“ he was greatly troubled at the 
death of ſo good a man, and that the affairs of the He- 
© brews had ſuffered great detriment by being deprived of him, 
par-.“ who was of ſo great abilities to preſerve them by his * 
* 2ent 


© lent advice, and by the ſtrength of his hands in war. } 
* he -d.icd, that God, who hath a regard to all mens x 
* 10s, will not ſuffer this man [ Joab] to go off unrevenge 
* but know ye that I am not able to do any thing to the 
5 ſons of Zeruiah, Joab and Abiſhai, who have more pony 
* than I have, but God will requite their inſolent attemy 
upon their own heads.” And this was the fatal conc, 
ſion of the life of Abner. 


CHAP. II. | 
That upon the flaughter of Iſhboſheth, by the treachery of | 
friends, David received the whole kingdom, 


$ 1. Wen Ichboſheth, the ſon of Saul, had heard of t 

death of Abner, he took it to heart, to be d 
prived of a man that was of his kindred, and had indes 
given him the kingdom, but was greatly afflited, and 4 
ner's death very much troubied him; nor did he himſe 
outlive any long time, but was treacherouſly ſet upon 
the ſons of Rimmon, (Baanah and Rechab were the 
names), and was flain by them; for theſe being of a fani 
ly of the Benjamites, and of the firſt rank among then 
thought, that it they ſhould ſlay Iſhboſheth, they ſhould obta 
large preſents from David, and be made commanders by hin 
or, however, ſhould have ſome other truſt committed to then 
So When they once found him alone and aſleep at noon, in: 
upper room, when none of his guards were there, and whe 
the woman that kept the door was not watching, but w. 
fallen aſleep alſo, partly on account of the labour ſhe hz 
undergone, and partly on account of the heat of the day 
theſe men went into the room in which Iſhboſheth, Saul's ſo 
lay aſleep, and flew him: they alſo cut off his head; an 
took their journey all that night, and the next day, as ſuppe 
ſing themſelves fly ing away from thoſe they had injured, to ont 
that would accept of this action as a favour, and would affo: 
them ſecurity. So they came to Hebron, and ſhewed Da 
vid the head of Iſhboſheth, and preſented themſelves to hin 
as his well-wiſhers, and ſuch as had killed one that was hi 
enemy and antagoniſt. Yet David did not reliſh what the 


had done as they expected, but ſaid to them, You vid 


© «retches, you ſhallimmediately receive the puniſhment yo 


* deſerve, Did not you know what vengeance J execute! 


6 


80 ANTIQUITIES OF Boos v 


iP, 11. 


| n him that 


old, and et! 
favour to 
nies? Or d. 
on, and fu 
ut am plea 
our vile ac 
alter, as g 
an upon h 
euted you 
ou ſhall ft 
he vengea! 
otheth, an 
indly at y 
2 my hon: 
id had ſa 
its, and th 
uſtomed r 
| it in the 
. When tl 
principal 
bron, witl 
wered the 
dd will the 
dect they t 
n of a tho 
e the pro 
God ba 
s, and et. 
ved Kindl. 
them to c 
| 20 repent 
ted them 
ag all the 
ut fix tho 
Judah, wl 


le had [ti 


This may 
nmand from 
no farther e 

any prom! 
at to it. 


AY 
„ 


NS x 
ngel 
the 
DOW 
emp 
nch 


ie, II. THE JEWS. 81 


n him that murdered Saul, and brought me his crown of 
old, and this while he who made this ſlaughter did it as 
favour to him, that he might not be caught by his ene- 
ies? Or do you imagine that I am altered in my diſpoſi- 
on, and ſuppoſe that I am not the ſame man I then was, 
ut am pleaſed with men that are wicked doers, and eſteem 
our vile actions, when you are become murderers of your 
alter, as grateful to me, when you have flain a righteous 
an upon his bed, who never did evil to any body, and 
eated you with great good-will and reſpe&t? Wherefore 
ou ſhall ſuffer the puniſhment due on his account, and 
he vengeance I ought to inflict upon you for killing Iſh- 
olheth, and for ſuppoſing that I ſhould take his death 
indly at your hands; for you could not lay,a greater blot 


of k 


of t 


1 2 my honour than by making ſuch a ſuppoſal.” When 
ft 1d had ſaid this, he tormented them with all forts of tor- 


= 2 and then put them to death; and he beſtowed all 
"Wuſtomed rites on the Lurial of the head of Iſhboſheth, and 
ir in th f Ab 

the it in the grave o ner. N 

When theſe things were brought to this concluſion, all 
principal men of the Hebrew people came to David to 
bron, with the heads of thouſands, and other rulers, and 
wered themſelves up to him, putting him in mind of the 


dd will they had born to him in Saul's lifetime, and the 


fam 
then 
bta 
hin 


_ dect they then had not cealed to pay him when he was cap- 
* n of a thouſand, as alſo that he was choſen of God by Sa- 

"WW! the prophet , he and his ſons; and declaring beſides, 
t wi 


e b God had given him power to ſave the land of the He- 
s, and to overcome the PFhiliſtines. Whercupon he re- 


ay : a a 5 1 
A ved kindly this their alacrity on his account; and exhort- 
0 * . - 
them to continue in it, for that they ſhould have no rea- 
an | 


to repent of being thus diſpoled to him. So when he had 
dx ea them, and treated them Kindly, he {ent them out to 


0 Wo all the people to him; upon which there came to him, 

*. ut fix thouſand and eight hundred armed men of the tribe 
11 Judah, who bare ſhields and ſpears for their weapons, for 

ne had [till now] continued with Saul's fon, when the 

8 hi reſt 
the) ; 

vile 


his may be a true obſervation of Joſephus's, that Samuel, by 
t voc mand from God, entailed the crown on David and his poſterity, 
utedF no farther did that entail ever reach, Solomon himſelf having never 
„any promiſe made bim that his poterity {ould always have the 
ad do it. 
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reſt of the tribe of Judah had ordained David for their K 


There came alſo ſeven thouſand and one hundred out of 
tribe of Simeon. Out of the tribe of Levi came four thouſa 
and ſeven hundred, having Jehoiada for their leader. Ak 
theſe came Zadok the high prieſt, with twenty-two capty 
of his kindred. Out of the tribe of Benjamin the armed n 


b. III. 


David | 
he cily, he 
Y-ws t in! 


were four thouſand, but the reſt of the tribe continued, {i ow t 
expecting that ſome one of the houſe of Saul ſhould reign o ruſa 
them. Thoſe of the tribe of Ephraim were twenty thou ir gates, a 
and eight hundred, and theſe mighty men of valour, M med perf 
eminent for their ſtrength. Out of the half tribe of Mana; and fa 
came cighteen thouſand, of the moſt potent men. Ou Her his ent: 
the tribe of Iſſachar came two hundred“, who foreknew wif power, at 
was to come hereafter, but of armed men twenty thou vid was he 
Of the tribe of Zebulun fifty thouſand choſen men. TIM cmploye 
was the only tribe that came univerſally into David, ending by 
all theſe had the ſame weapons with the tribe of Gad. to intimi 
of the tribe of Nephthali the eminent men and rulers oſition tc 
one thouſand, whoſe weapons were ſhields and ſpears, the “ ci 
the tribe itſelf followed after, being [in a manner] innun ig, know 
able, [thirty-ſeven thouſand J. Out of the tribe of Dan th Huld encou 
were of choſen men twenty-ſeven thouſand and fix hund t he who 
Out of the tribe of Aſher were forty thouſand. Out of! 
two tribes that were beyond Jordan, and the reſt of the tn 
of Manafſeh, ſuch as uſed ſhields, and ſpears, and he What our 
pieces, and ſwords, were an hundred and twenty thoulaf ©» 27 — 
The reſt of the tribes alſo made uſe of ſwords. This mull * 22 
tude came together to Hebron to David, with a great qui after Da- 
tity of corn, and wine, and all other ſorts of food, and ei lower city 
bliſhed David in his kingdom with one conſent. And w >9tion fee 
the people had rejoiced for three days in Hebron, Dai 3 
and all the people removed and came to Jeruſalem, , David 
ulchre of D 
C H A Ws of Hyrc: 
X XVI. 
ichres have 
. : > north wa 
* Theſe words of Joſephus concerning the tribe of Iſſachar, who foWulchres, : 
knew what was to come hereafter, are beſt paraphraſed by the para.Þ. explic: 
text, 1 Chr. xii. 32. Who had unde ſtanding of the times to know Wien this cit) 
BHHael ought to do; that is, Who had ſo much knowledge in aſtronoſ that hiftor 
as to make kalendars for the Iſraelites, that they might keep their ie zo 5. that 
vals, and plough and ſow, and gather in their harveſts and vintag: WW: ing it for 
«42 ſeaſon. 2 ſt11] eithe 


fon for M. 
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. 


David laid ſiege to Jeruſalem; and when he had taken 


he city, he caft the Canaanues out of it, and brought in the 
Y-wr ta inhabit therein. 


d,. Now the Jebuſites, who were the inhabitants of je- 
ruſalem, and were by extraction Canaanites, ſhut 
ir gates, and placed the blind and the lame, and all their 
imed perſons upon the wall, in way of deriſion of the 
g; and ſaid, That the very lame themſelves would hin- 
er his entrance into it.” This they did out of contempt of 
power, and as depending on the ſtrength of their walls. 
vid was hereby enraged, and began the ſiege of Jeruſalem, 
| employed his utmoſt diligence and alacrity therein, as 
ending by the taking of this place to demonſtrate his power, 
| to intimidate all others that might be of the like [evil] 
poſition towards him: So he took the lower city by force, 
the“ citadel held out ſtill; whence it was that the 


aum g, knowing that the propoſal of dignities and rewards 
n theuld encourage the ſoldiers to greater actions, promiſed 
ndr 


t he who ſhould firſt go over the ditches that were be- 
neath 


What our other copies ſay of mount Sion, as alone properly called 
city of David, 2 Sam. v. 6,9. and of this its — and conqueſt 
by David, Joſephus applies to the whole city Jeruſalem, though in- 
ding the citadel alſo : By what authority we do not now know; per- 
bs after David had united them together, or joined the citadel to 
lower city, as g 2. Joſephus eſteemed them as one city. However, 
notion ſeems to be confirmed by what the ſame Joſephus ſays con- 
ning David's and many other kings of Judah's ſepulchres, which, 
the authors of the books of Kings and Chronicles ſay, were in the 
' of David, ſo does Joſephus ſtill ſay they were in Jeruſalem. The 
ulchre of David ſeems to have been alſo a known place in the ſeveral 
ys of Hyrcanus, of Herod, and of St. Peter, Antiq. B. XIII. ch. viii. 
B. XVI. ch. vii. 1 1. vol. III. Acts ii. 29. Now no ſuch royal ſe- 
ichres have been found about mount Zion, but are found cloſe by 
> north wall of Jeruſalem, which I ſuſpect therefore to be theſe very 
pulchres. See the note on chap. xv. F 3. In the mean time, 12 
us's explication of the lame, and the blind, and the maimed, as ſet to 
ep this city or citadel, ſeems to be the truth, and gives the beſt light 
that hiſtory in our Bible. Mr. Ottius truly obſerves, ap. Havercamp, 
305. that Joſephus never mentious mount Zion by that name, as 
ting it for an appellative, as I ſuppoſe, and not for a proper name: 
 ſt111 either ſtiles it the citadel, or the upper city; nor do I ſee any 
ſon for Mr. Ottius's evil ſuſpicions about this procedure of Joſephus's. 


84 ANTIGUITIES OF Book Me. IV. 


neath the citadel, and ſhould aſcend to the citadel itſelf, 


lebrew 1: 


take it, ſhould have the command of the entire people Mole time 
ferred upon him. So they all were ambitious to aſcend, inſt the ( 
thought no pains too great, in order to aſcend thither, ou Wame them 
their defire of the chief command. However Joab, the Haor could 
of Zeruiah, prevented the reſt ; and as ſoon as he was ifuſalem ur 
up to the citadel, cried out to the King, claimed the hole time 
command, 88 3. I ſha 

2. When David had caſt the Jebuſites out of the cita{MWecalthy m 
he alſo rebuilt Jeruſalem, and named it, The city of Did in the 
and abode there all the time of his reign : But for the ore to th 
that he reigned over the tribe of Judah only in Hebron, ion which 
was ſeven years and ſix months. Now, when he had ch more ſea 
Jeruſalem to be his royal city, his affairs did more and ow Dav 
proſper, by the providence of God, who took care that Me had be: 
ſhould improve and be augmented. Hiram alſo, the Ki e had we 
the Tyrians, ſent ambaſſadors to him, and made a league Emnos, E 
mutual friendihip and aſſiſtance with him. He alſo ſent Mnnaphen 
preſents, cedar trees, and mechanics, and men ſkilful f theſe w. 
building and architecture, that they might build him a rHaed of co 
palace at Jeruſalem. Now David made buildings round abHbſalom. 
the lower city: he alſo joined the citadel to it, and mad: 
one body; and when he had encompaſſed all with walls, 
appointed Joab to take care of them. It was David there a: whe! 
who firſt caſt the ſebuſites out of Jeruſalem, and called ii þ.,,,- ag: 
his own name, [The city David]; for under our forefat ſalem, a 
Abraham it was called [Salem or] * So/yma; but after f ? 
time ſome ſay that Homer mentions it by that name of \ 1. V 
lyma, [{for he named the temple Solyma, according tot 

Heb": oainſt hi 

5 Some copies of n have here Sclyma or Salem, and ot! * Ou 
F*erofolvma or Ferujaiem The latter beſt agree to what Joſephus! E 
elſewhere, Ot the War, B. VI. ch. x. that this city was called So herein. 
or Salem before the days of Melchiſedec, but was by him called Hi Vol. 
Jolyma or Jeruſalem, I rather ſuppoſe it to have been ſo called atte: * It defer 
braham had received that oracle Jehovah Jireb. The Lord will ſee or Mer ee. 
vide, Gen. xxil. 14. The latter word J7reb, with a little alteration, t., /& wy 
fized to the old name Salem, Peace, will be Feruſalem. And ſince u recti w 4M 
expreſſion, God will ſee, or rather God will provide himfelf a am r. ni. * 
burnt-offering, ver. 8. 14. is there ſaid to have been proverbial till Hu Mie 
days of Moſes, this ſeems to me the moſt probable derivation of N me), 4 
name, which will then denote that God would provide peace by U Saul JI no 
lamb of God which aaf to take away the fins of the world. Howe 
that which is put into double brackets can hard y be ſuppoſed the gts _ 2 4 


ine words of Joſephus,” as Dr. Hudſca well judges. 
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K. 


Hebrew language, which denotes ſecurity]]., Now the 


elf; 
le hole time from the warfare under Joſhua our general a- 
1d, inſt the Cananites, and from that war in which he over- 


ame them and diſtributed the land among the Hebrews, 
nor could the Iſraelites ever caſt the Cananites out of Je- 
uſalem until this time, when David took it by ſiege), this 
hole time was five hundred and fifteen years. 

3. I ſhall now make mention bf Araunah, who was a 
ealthy man among the Jebuſites, but was not ſlain by Da- 
id in the fiege of Jeruſalem, becauſe of the good-will he 
ore to the Hebrews, and a particular benignity and affec- 


ion which he had to the King himſelf, which I ſhall take 


cho more ſeaſonable opportunity to ſpeak of alittle afterwards. 
d od David married other wives over and above thoſe which 
at thc had before: He had alſo concubines. The ſons which 
King e had were in number eleven, whoſe names were Amnon, 
agueEmnos, Eban, Nathan, Solomon, Jeban, Elien, Phalna, 
ent Manaphen, Janae, Eliphale ; and a daughter, Tamar. Nine 


of theſe were born of legitimate wives, but the two laſt na- 
ed of concubines; and Tamar had the fame mother with 


CHAT. 


ere: That when David had conquered the PhiliNines, who mad: 
d 1 war againſt him at Jerujalem, he removed the ark to Jeru- 
e fal ſalem, and had a mind to build a temple. 

er t 


I, Hex the Philiſtines underſtood that David was 

made King of the Hebrews, they made war 
gainſt him at Jeruſalem; and when they had ſeized upon 
bat valley which 1s called the valley of the Grants, and 
is a place not far from the city, they pitched their camp 
herein. But the King of the Jews, * who never permitted 
Vol. II. H himſelf 


* It deſerves here to be remarked, that Saul very rarely, and David 


k 


— very frequently conſulted God by Urim; and that David aimed always 
_ | depend, not on his own prudence or abilities, but on the divine di- 
_ retion, contrary to Saul's practice. See g 2. and the note on Antiq. 


11 P. III. ch. viii. f 9. vol. I. And when Saul's daughter, (but David's 
e Mite), Michal, laughed at David's dancing before the ark, 2 Sam. vi. 


f 1 Fi 16, Oc. and here, 5 I, 2, 3, it is probable ſhe did ſo, becauſe her father 
* Saul did not uſe to pay ſuch regard to that ark, to the Urine there in- 
ne „ 4vired by, or to God's worſhip before it, and becauſe ſhe thought it be- 
n & 


ncath the dignity of a King to be ſo religious. 
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himſelf to do any thing without prophecy, and the comma the who! 
of God, and without depending on him as a ſecurity for HM order to 
time to come, bid the high prieſt to foretell to him what vi God out 
the will of God, and what would be the event of this battl:W rc to ke: 
And when he foretold that he ſhould gain the victory, her honot 
the dominion, he led out his army againſt the Philiſtine d they d. 
and when the battle was joined, he came himſelf behint :rgone an 
and fell upon the enemy on the ſudden, and flew ſome dy of the 
them, and put the reſt to flight. And let no one ſuppoſ do, the 


that it was a ſmall army of the Philiſtines that came again 
the Hebrews, as gueſſing ſo from the ſuddenneſs of their dt 
feat, and from their having performed no great action, 
that was worth recording, from the ſlowneſs of their march 
and want of courage, but let him know, that all Syria ar 
Phenicia, with many other nations beſides them, and tho 
warlike nations alſo, came to their aſſiſtance, and had a ſhar 
in this war: Which thing was the only cauſe why, whe 


t of the 


dyvether w 
hole mul 
Pod, ander 
Sith variet 
ncing al 
umpets a! 


they had been ſo often conquered, and had loſt ſo many tem. But 
thouſands of their men, they itil] came upon the Hebre en, a pl: 
with greater armies; nay, indeed, when they had fo ofte Hod; for 
failed of their purpoſe in theſe battles, they came upon Dad, and \ 
vid with an army three times as numerous as before, and pitebot a priel 


ed their camp on the ſame {pot of ground as before. IHereupon 
Ling of Iſrael therefore inquired of God again concerninWhe death « 
the event of the battle; and the high prieſt prophetied tied the B, 
him, that he ſhould keep his army in the groves called thi{Waid, and | 
Groves f weeping, which were not far from the enem) ie city, | 
camp, and that he ſhould not move, nor begin to fight til ffered, w 
the trees of the grove ſhould be in motion without the wind Hied in th. 
blowing; but as ſoon as theſe trees moved, and the tin himſelf 
foretold to him by God was come, he ſhould, without deWlace belo 
lay, go out to gain what was an already prepared and evo, who 
dent victory: for the ſeveral ranks of the enemy's army diith him 
not ſuſtain him, but retreated at the firſt onſet, whom be 
cloſely followed, and flew them as he went along, and pur , 4 
ſued them to the city Gaza, (which is the limit of ther. _ 
country): after this, he ſpoiled their camp, in which hes therefo! 
found great riches; and he deſtroyed their gods. nd for whi 
2. When this had proved the event of the battle, David Numb. iv.! 


. . . | Wot improb: 
thought it proper, upon a conſultation with the elders, ani. been 


rulers, and captains of thouſands, to ſend for thoſe that were Noſephus fo 
in the flower of their age out of all his countrymen, and out ecaſion of 


01 15. 1 Chr. 
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ma the whole land, and withal for the prieſts and the Levites, 
r order to their going to Kirjathjearim, to bring up the ark 
God out of that city, and to carry it to Jeruſalem, and 
att crc to keep it, and offer before it thoſe ſacrifices, and thoſe 
„ Un 0 her honours with which God uſed to be well pleaſed; for 
mei ed they done thus in the reign of Saul, they had not un- 


hind [ 2rgone any great mislortunes at all. So when the whole 


ne dy of the people were come together, as they had reſolved 
PP do, the King came to the ark, which the prieſts brovgl: 
gam of the houte of Aminadab, and laid it upon a new cart, 
ir de 


d permitted their brethren and their children to draw it, 
Peether with the oxen. Before it went, the King, and the 
ar Whole multitude of the people with him, ſinging hymns to 
a uod, and making uſe of all forts of ſongs uſual among them, 
thok Fith variety of the ſounds of muſical inſtruments, and with 
ſhankWncing and ſinging of pſalms, as alſo with the ſounds of 


MN, 07 


wheWumpets and of cymbals, and ſo brought the ark to Jeruſa- 
y team, But as they were come to the threſhing floor of Chi- 
* on, a place ſo called, Uzzah * was {lain by the anger of 
Otter 


Pod; for as the oxen ſhook the ark, he ſtretched out his 
Dad, and would needs take hold of it. Now, becauſe he was 
1tcl-BBot a prieſt, and yet touched the ark, God ſtruck him dead: 
TreWHcreupon both the King and the people were diſpleaſed at 
nige death of Uzzah; and the place where he died is ſtill cal- 
ed ud the Breach of Uzzah unto this day. So David was a- 
d the Faid, and ſuppoſing that if he received the ark to himſelf into 
my ie city, he might ſuffer in the like manner as Uzzah had 
It t1W@ftered, who, upon his bare putting out his hand to the ark, 
1108 icd in the manner already mentioned, he did not receive it 
time himſelf into the city, but he took it aſide unto a certain 
t de Hflace belonging to a righteous man, whoſe name was Obede- 


| evi form, who was by his family a Levite, and depoſited the ark 
y di ich him; and it remained there three entire months: this 
m he H 2 augmented 
chei * Toſephus ſeems to be partly in the right, when he obſerves here, 


dat Uzzah was no prieſt, (though perhaps he might be a Levite), and 
as therefore ſtruck dead tor touching the ark, contrary to the law, 
nd for which profane raſhneſs, death was the penalty by that law, 
umb. iv. 15, 20. See the like before, Antiq. B. VI. ch. i. $ 4. It is 
ot improbable that the putting this ark in a cart, when it ought to 
ave been carried by the prieſts or Levites, as it was preſently here in 
oſephus ſo carried from Obededom's houſe to David's, might be alſo an 
decaſion of the anger of God on that breach of his law. See Numb. iv 
5. 1 Chr. xv. 13. 


ch he 


Da vid 
„ and 
were 
d out 

0¹ 


2 


f 
k 
5 
4 


$8 AN'TIQUITIES OF Boox vn 


augmented the houſe of Obededom, and conferred may 


fallen Obededom, how he was become of a poor man, in 
low eſtate, exceeding happy, and the object of envy to i 


thoſe that ſaw or inquired after his houſe, he took courage 


and hoping that he ſhould meet with no misfortune therehy, 
he transferred the ark to his own houſe, the prieſts carrying 
it, while ſeven companies of fingers, who were ſet in thu 
order by the King. went before it, and while he himſelf play. 
ed upon the harp, and joined in the muſic, inſomuch th; 
when his wife Michal, the daughter of Saul, who was ou 
firſt King, ſaw him ſo doing, ſhe laughed at him. But wha 
they had brought in the grk, they placed it under the taber 
nacle which David had pitched for it, and he offered coſth 
facrifices and peace-offerings, and treated the whole mult 
tude, and dealt both to the women, and the men, and tl 
infants, a loaf of bread and a cake, and another cake bake 
in a pan, with a portion of the ſacrifice. So when he had 
thus feaſted the people, he ſent them away, and he himſel 
returned to his own houle, 

3. But when Michal his wife, the daughter of Saul, cant 
and ſtood by him, ſhe wiſhed him all other happineſs; an 
intreated, that whatſoever he ſhould farther deſire, to tt 
utmoſt poſſibility might be given bim by God, and that h. 
might be favourable to him; yet did ſhe blame him, that f 
great a King as he was ſhould dance after an unſeemly mat 
ner, and in his dancing, uncover bimſelf among the fervan! 
and the hand-maidens, But he replied, © That he was nc 
« aſhamed to do what was acceptable to God, who had pre 
« ferred him before her father, and before all others: that 
* he would play frequently, and dance, without any regard 
* to what the hand-maidens and ſhe herſelf thought of it. 
So this Michal, who was David's wife, had no children 
however, when ſhe was afterward married to him to whon 
Saul her father had given her, (for at this time David ha 
taken her away from him, and had her himſelf), ſhe bare 
five children. But concerning thoſe matters I ſhall di 


courſe in a proper place. 

4. Now, when the King ſaw that his affairs grew better a 
moſt every day, by the will of God, he thought he ſhoul! 
offend him, if, while he himſelf continued in houſes made 
of cedar, ſuch as were of à great height, and had the mol 

curious 
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bleſſings upon it. And when the King heard what had be I 3 
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* 


jurlous works of architecture in them, he ſhould overlook 
an e ark while it was laid in atabernacle, and was deſirous to 

. Duild a temple to God, as“ Moles had predicted ſuch a tem- 
„ne mould be built. And when he had diſcourſed with Na- 


- a an the prophet about theſe things, and been encouraged by 
1158 im to do whatſoever he had a mind to do, as having God 
rev ith him, and his helper in all things, he was thereupon the 
bs ore ready to ſet about that building. But God appeared 


fo Nathan that very night, and commanded him to + ſay to 
David, That © he took his purpoſe and his defires kindly, 
lince nobody had before now taken it into their head to 
build him a temple, although upon his having ſuch a no- 
tion he would not permit him to build him that temple, 
becanſe he had made many wars, and was defiled with the 

Jr laughter of his enemies: that, however, after his death, 
; (MF #3 his old age, and when he had lived a long life, there 
I * ſhould be a temple built by a fon of his, who ſhould take 
rech the kingdom after him, and ſhould be called Son, 
* whom he promiled to provide for, as a father provides for 
his ſon, by preſerving the kingdom for his ſon's poſterity, 
and delivering it to them, but that he would ſtill punith 
him if he ſinned, with diſeaſes, and barrenneſs of land.“ 
hen David underſtood this from the prophet, and was 
overjoyful at this knowledge of the ſure continuance of the 
jominion to his poſterity, and that his houſe ſhould be ſplen- 
did, and very famous, he came to the ark, and fell down 
on his face, and began to adore God, and to return thanks 


H 3 to 


play. 
, th 
is Out 
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colth 


e had 
mſel 


Cant 


* Toſephus here informs us, that, according to his underſtanding of 
the ſenſe of his copy or the Pentateuch, Moſes had himſelf toretold the 
building of the temple, which yet is no where that I know of in our 
preſent copies: And that this is not a miſtake ſet down by him unwa- 


v. I. how Moſes torctold, that upon the jews future difobedience, their 
temple ſhould be burnt and rebuilt, and that not once only, but ſeveral 
times afterward. Sce allo Jolephus's mention of God's former com- 
mands to build ſuch a temple preſently, ch. xiv. y 2. contrary to our 
other copies, or at lea't to our tranitetion of the Hebrew, 2 Sam. vii. 6, 
7. 1 Chron. xvii. 5, 6. 

+ Joſephus ſeems, in this place, with our modern 7 oreters, to con- 
found the two diſtinct predi tions which Cod vid, and to 
Nathan, concerning the building him a tent? : ids 1 te. 
rity, the one belonging to Solomon, the « hs: Me e 
d. einction between which is of tie gre” gagzvens⸗ 4 
ſian religion. 


rily appears by what he obſerved before, Antiq. B. IV. ch. viii. 5 46. 
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ment, that ſo it might prove as God had foretold to hin, 
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to him for all his benefits, as well for thoſe that he had 4 : 2, Now 


ready beſtowed upon him, in raiſing him from a low (14+ 


and from the employment of a ſhepherd, to ſo great dipniy 
of dominion and glory; as for thoſe alſo which he had pr, 
miſed to his poſterity ; and beſides, for that providence whid 
he had exerciſed over the Hebrews in procuring them th 
liberty they enjoyed: And when he had ſaid thus, and hi 
ſung an hymn of praiſe to God, he went his way. 


SAV. 


Hou David brought under the Philiſlines, and the Moabite, 
and the Kings of Sophene, and of Damaſcus, and of 1 
Syrians, as alſo the Idumeans, te war; and how he mad 
a league with the King of Hamath ; and was mindful 
the friendſhip that Jonathan, the ſon of Saul, had born l 


im, 


3 1. LITTLE while after this, he confidered that h: 
ought to make war againſt the Philiſtines, and 
not to ſee any idleneſs or lazineſs permitted in his manage. 


that when he had overthrown his enemies, he ſhould lea 
his poſterity to reign in peace afterward : So he called tog 
ther his army again, and when he had charged them to be 
ready and prepared for war, and when he thought that al 
things in his army were in a good ſtate, he removed from [: 
ruſalem, and came againſt the Philiſtines: and when he ha 
overcome them in battle, and had cut off a great part d 
their country, and adjoined it to the country of the Heb: 
rews, he transferred the war to the Moabites; and when be 
had overcome two parts of their army in battle, he took th: 
remaining part captive, and impoſed tribute upon them, te 
be paid annually. He then made war againſt Hadadezet, 
the ſon of Rehob, King of Sophene : and when he had join. 
ed battle with him at the river Euphrates, he deftroyed 
twenty thouſand of his footmen, and about ſeven thauſand of 
his horſemen. He alſo took a thouſand of his chariots, and 
deſtroyed the greateſt part of them, and ordered that no 
more than * one hundred ſhould be kept. 


2, Nov 


* David's reſerving only 100 chariots for himſelf out of 1000 he had 
taken from Hadadezer, was moſt probably done in compliance with the 
| lan 


a, heard | 
Ji friend, 
Nopss to re 
David at t 
Pit in the 
; ere ſlain 
N he reſt fle 
: {this Kir 
q ;eaks thu 
a ed, ther 
* who Wa: 
and the 
* made W 


his fort! 
* tle at E 
© have be 
and ma 
7 That 


„ kindom 
„When! 
„ rations, 
that hi: 
„ mies in 
them a 
« ther ha 


„Jews, 
66 „ia. 

Hadad v 
reign of 
ſpeak in 


law of Mo 
Deut. xvii 
being for 
ch. i. 118 
* It de 
great Kin 
peneratio! 
Hazael, v 
24. writte 
is, that th 
ſephus, A 
I would t 
ſeems to 


e. V. 1 ] E W S. gr 


2 2. Now when * Hadad, King of Damaſcus, and of Sy- 
L 2, heard that David fought againit Hadadezer, who was 
Wis friend, he came to his aſſiſtance with a powerful army, in 
Bos to reſcue him; and when he had joined battle with 
David at the river Euphrates, he failed of his purpoſe, and 
Pit in the battle a great numbet of his ſoldiers ; for there 
Pere ſlain of the army of Hadad twenty thouſand, and all 
Whe reſt fled. Nicolas alſo [of Damaſcus] makes mention 
pt this King, in the fourth book of his hiſtories ; where he 
aks thus: A great while after theſe things had happen- 


e cd, there was one of that country whoſe name was Hagad, 
f We who was become very potent; he reigned over Damaſcus, 
nad and the other parts of Syria, excepting Phenicia. He 
ful * made war againſt David, the King of Judea, and tried 


his fortune in many battles, and particularly in the laſt bat- 
F* tle at Euphrates, wherein he was beaten, He ſeemed to 
have been the moſt excellent of all their kings in ſtrength 


at be and manhood.” Nay, beſides this, he ſays of his poſteri- 
„ andy, That * after his death they ſucceeded one another in his 
nage. kindom, and in his name 3”? where he thus ſpeaks ; 
hin, 


„When Hadad was dead, his poſterity reigned for ten gene- 
* rations, each of his ſucceſſors receiving from his — 
that his dominion, and this his name; as did the Ptole- 
to be“ mies in Egypt. But the third was the moſt powerful of 
at a them all, and was willing to avenge the defeat his foreſa- 
m je ther had received: fo he made an expedition againſt the 
e hai Jews, and laid waſte the city which is now called Sama- 
irt d ia.“ Nor did he err from the truth; for this is that 
Hebe Hadad who made the expedition againſt Samar, in the 
en hf reign of Ahab, King of Iſrael; concerning whom we ſhall 
K the ſpeak in due place hereafter, 

m, to | 3. Now 


join law of Moſes, which forbad a King of Iſrael to multiply horſes to himſelf, 
J Deut. xvii. 16. one of the principal uſes of horſes in Judea at that time 
being for drawing their chariots. See Joſh. xii. 6. and Antiq. B. V. 
nd oi ch. i. { x8. vol. I. | 
and * It deſerves here to be remarked, that this Hadad, being a very 
t no Sreat King, was conquered by David, whoſe poſterity yet for ſeveral 

generations were called Benhadad, or the ſon of Hadad, till the days of 

Hazael, whoſe ſon Adar or Ader is alio in our Hebrew copy, 2 Kings xiii. 
Non 24. written Benhadad, but in Joſophus Adad or Adar. And ſtrange it 
is, that the ſon of Hazael, ſaid to be ſuch in the ſame text, and in Jo- 
ſephus, Antiq. B. IX. ch. viii. f J. ſhould {till be called the for ef Hadad : 
I would therefore here correct our Hebrew copy from Joſephus's, which 
ſeems to have the true reading. 
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3. Now when David had made an expedition againſt D. 
maſcus, and the other parts of Syria, and had brought it {| 
into ſubjection, and had placed garriſons in the country, a 
appointed that they ſhould pay tribute, he returned hom 
He allo dedicated to God at Jeruſalem. the golden quiver 
the entire armour which the guards of Hadad uſed to wen 
which Shiſhak the King of Egypt took away when he fouph 
with David's grandſon Rehoboam, with a great deal of othe 
wealth which he carried out of Jeruſalem : However, thel 
things will come to be explained in their proper places here, 
after. Now, as for the King of the Hebrews, he was alli}, 
ed by God, who gave him great ſucceſs in his wars; and he 
made an expedition againſt the beſt cities of Hadadezer, Be. 
tah, and Machon ; ſo he took them by force, and laid then 
waſte. Therein was found a very great quantity of gold and 
ſilver, beſides that fort of braſs which is {aid to be more valy. 
able than gold; of which brais Solomon made that large ves 
ſel which was called the [brazen] ſea, and thole moſt cu. 
rious /avers, when he built the temple for God. 

4. But when the King of Hamath was informed of the 
ill ſucceſs of Hadadezer, and had heard of the ruin of his ar. 
my, he was afraid on his own account, and reſolved to make 
a league of friendihip and fidelity with David beto. e he ſhou!d 
come againſt him; ſo he ſent to him his ſon Joram, and pro. 
feſſed that he owed him thanks for his fighting againſt Ha. 
dadezer, who was his enemy, and made a league with hin 
of mutual aſſiſtance and friend{hip. He allo ſent him preſents 
veſſels of ancient workmanſhip. both of gold, of ſilver. and of 
braſs. So when David had made this league of mutual afliſt 
ance with Toi, (for that was the name of the King of Ha. 
math), and had received the preſents he ſent him, he dil 
miſſed his fon with that reſpect which was due on both fides 
But then David brought thoſe preſents that were ſent by him, 
as alſo the reſt of the gold and ſilver which he had taken 
of the cities whom he had conquered ; and dedicated them 
to God. Nor did God give victory and ſucceſs to him only 
when he went to the battle himſelf, and led his own army, 
but he gave victory to Abithai, the brother of Joab, genera 
of his forces , over the Idumeans, and by him to David, 

a when 
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* 2 this great victory over the Idumeans or Edomites, the poſterity 
b 5 * 1 conſequent tribute paid by that nation to the J cus, 
were 
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| hen he ſent him with an army into Idumea; for Abiſhai 
e{troyed eighteen thouſand of them in the battle; whereup- 


4 OF. the King (of Iſrael] placed garriſons through all Idumea, 
ad Ind received the tribute of the country, and of every head 
ke "Wmong them. Now David was in his nature juſt, and made 

eis determination with regard to truth. He had for the ge- 


eral of his whole army jloab; and he made Jehoſhaphat, 
he ſon of Ahilud, recorder. He alſo appointed Zadok, of 
he family of Phineas to be high prieſt, together with Abi— 
kthar, for he was his friend. He alſo made Seiſan the ſcribe; 


ie nd committed the command over the guards of his body to 
l Be Zenaiah, the ſon of Jehoiada. His elder ſons were near his 
hs ody, and had the care of it allo. 
1 * 5. He alſo called to mind the covenants and the oaths he 
vals jad made with Jonathan, the ſon of Saul, and the friendſhip 
A =. and affection Jonathan had for him; for beſides all the reſt of 
7 bis excellent qualities, with which he was endowed, he was 
"{Wallo exceeding mindful of ſuch as had at other times beſtowed 
f 14, {benefits upon him: He therefore gave order that inquiry 
:. . Mould be made, whether any of Jonathan's lineage were living, 
nale o whom he might make return of that familiar acquaintance 
ou which Jonathan had had with him, and for which he was ſtill 
ok debtor. And when one of Saul's freed men was brought to 


Fa. him, who was acquainted with thoſe of his family that were 
„ain living, he aſked him, Whether he could tell him of 
* any one belonging to Jonathan that was now alive, and ca- 
4 0 fable ofarequitalot the benefits which he had received from 
Jonathan?“ And when he ſaid, © That a fon of his was 
remaining, whoſe name was Mepbibeſbetb, but that he was 
dit lame of his feet; for that when his nurſe heard that the 
Jes WW father and, grandfather of the child were fallen in the bat- 
WW © tle, ſhe ſnatched him up, and fled away, and let him fall 
ken from her ſhoulders, and his feet were lamed.” So when 
he had learned where, and by whom he was brought up, he 


nem f . 
only ſent meſſengers to Machir, to the city of Lodebar, for with him 
mu. vas the fon of Jonathan brought up, and ſent for him to come 
1 to 
eru - 
10 
* were the prophecies delivered to Rebecca before Jacob and Efau were 
en born, and by old Iſaac before his death, that zhe elder, Eſau, or the 
: Edomites, /borld ſerve the younger, Jacob, or the Iſraclites, and Jacob 
TIF or the Iiraclites /bould be Efau's, or the Edomites, the Lord remar ably 


"wh fulfilled. See Antiq. B. VIII. ch. vii. $ 6. Gen. xxv. 23. and the rctes 
ee on Antiq. B. I. ch. xvii. $ 5, 6. vol. I. 
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to him. So when Mephiboſheth came to the King, he fel [ on], the T 
on his face and worſhipped him; but David encouraged hin Hake what 
an | bid him be of good cheer, and expect better times. Vd ſo abuſc 
he gave him his father's houſe, and all the eſtate which He (haved t! 


grandfather Saul was in poſſeſſion of, and bid him come Heir garme 
diet with him at his own table, and never to be abſent ohen the | 
day from that table. And when the youth had worſhipped id ſhewed 


nd cont um 
GP mmonites 


Inbaſſador: 


him, on account of his words, and gifts given to him, he 
called for Ziba, and told him, that he had given the youth 
his father's houſe, and all Saul's eſtate. He alſo ordered 


that Ziba ſhould cultivate his land, and take care of it, ad comma 
bring him the profits of all to Jeruſalem. Accordingly Da ague, and 
vid brought him to his table every day; and beſtowed uponreparatior 
the youth, Ziba and his ſons, who were in number fifteen, yrian Kir 
and his ſervants, who were in number twenty. When the ith him t 
King had made theſe appointments, and Ziba had worſhipped eſe king: 
him, and promiſed to do all that he had bidden him, he went le King e 
his way; fo that this ſon of Jonathan dwelt at Jeruſilem, and Y name 


dieted at the King's table, and had the fame care that a ſon Ren. 
could claim taken of him. He alſo had himſelf a ſon, whom Wh 2. But 


he named Micha. Peracy, NC 
. is truſt 11 

HKI. on accoun 

How the war was waged again/l the Ammonites, and hap. * 
y concluded. d gave: 

Py y Rabba 


9. I. Turse were the honeurs that ſuch as were left of e enem, 

Saul's and Jonathan's lineage received from David, hem tog 
About this time died Nataih, the King of the Ammonites, et 12 arr. 
who was a friend of David's: and when his ſon had ſuc. mmonit 
ceeded his father in the kingdom, David ſent ambaſſadors MW oab faw 
to him to comfort him; and exhorted him to take his fa. NChoſe out 
ther's death patiently, and to expect that he would continue ppoſitio 
the ſame kindneſs to himſelf which he had ſhewed to his fa- in, and 
ther, But the princes of the Ammonites took this meſſage him let t 
in, evil party and not as David's kind diſpoſitions gave reaſon him, The 
to take it, and they excited the King to reſent it; and ſaid, . him, a 
that David had ſent mea to ſpy out the country, and what . troops 
ſtrength it had, under the pretence of humanity and kindneſs. * he hin 
They farther adviſed him to have a care, and not to give heed the lil 
to David's words, leſt he ſhduld be deluded by him, and fo brother 
fall into an inconſolable calamity. Accordingly Nahaſh's ragiouſl. 

(ſon}, 
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e fe; on], the King of the Ammonites, thought theſe princes 
hin, Wake what was more probable than the truth woula admit, 
. nd ſo abuſed the ambaſſadors after a very harſh manner; for 
h Hie (haved the one half of their beards, and cut off one half of 
e an ieir garments, and ſent his anſwer not in words but in deeds, 


t One 
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Fhen the King of Iſrael ſaw this, he had indignation at it, 
Ind ſhewed openly that he would not overlook this injurious 

nd contumelious treatment, but would make war with the 
EP mmonites, and would avenge this wicked treatment of his 
Imbaſſadors on their King. So that King's intimate friends 
pd commanders underſtanding that they had violated their 

ague, and were liable to be puniſhed for the ſame, made 
Preparation for war: they alſo ſent a theuſand talents to the 
Syrian King of Meſopotamia, and endeavoured to prevail 
ith him to aſſiſt them for that pay, and Shobach. Now 


pped Mhele kings had twenty thouſand footmen. They alſo hired 
went Ilie King of the country called Maacah, and a fourth King, 
, and y name Ibtob; which laſt had twelve thouſand armed 
2 {on ien. 


2. But David was under no conſternation at this confe- 
Peracy, nor at the forces of the Ammonites; and putting 
is truſt in God, becauſe he was going to war in a juſt caule, 
dn account of the injurious treatment he had met with, he 
mmediately ſent Joab, the captain of his hoſt, againſt them, 
and gave him the flower of his army, who pitched his camp 
y Rabbath, the metropolis of the Ammonites; whereupon 
he enemy came out, and ſet themſclves in array, not all of 


nom 


vid, Wicm together, but in two bodies; for the auxiliaries were 
tes, Net in array in the plain by themſelves, but the army of the 
ſuc. WAmmoaites at the gates over againſt the Hebrews, When 
lors Noab ſaw this, he oppoſed one ſtratagem againſt another, and 
fa. Nchoſe out the moſt hardy part of his men, and ſet them in 
nue Nyppoſition to the King of Syria, and the kings that were with 


im, and gave the other part to his brother Abiſhai, and bid 
him ſet them in oppoſition to the Ammonites ; and ſaid to 


ſon Whim, That“ in caſe he ſhould ſee that the Syrians diſtreſſed 
id, * him, and were too hard for him, he ſhould order. his 
hat troops to turn about, and aſſiſt him :?? and he faid, That 


fs, he himſelf would do the ſame to him, if he ſaw him in 
ed the like diſtreſs from the Ammonites,” So he ſent his 
ſo brother before, and encouraged him to do every thing cou- 
h's Nragiouſly, and with alacrity, which would teach them to be 
a |, afraid 
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afraid of diſgrace, and to fight manfully ; and fo he diſmi paſſed all 
him to fight with the Ammonites, while he fell upon \ vas —_— 
eſtrain hi 


Syrians. And though they made a ſtrong oppoſition fy 
while, Joab ſlew many of them, but conipeliod the Aa 
take themſelves to flight ; which, when the Aminonites {a 
and were withal afraid of Abiſhai and his army, they fi 
no longer, but imitated their auxiliaries. and fled to the d 
So Joab, when he had thus overcome the enemy, return 
with great glory to Jeruſalem to the King. 

3. his defeat did not ſtill induce the Ammonites to 
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rutlty of 
ent for J. 
-oman's | 
as come 


quiet, nor to own thoſe that were ſuperior to th Bout the 
and be ſtill, but they ſent to 8 the King of *. heir affal 
rians, beyond Euphrates, and hired him for an auxiliar uu 
He had Shobach for the captain of his hoſt, with eigh an da 
thouſand footmen, and ten thouſand weren. Now Ky ih on 
the King of the Hebrews underſtood that the Ammos * ot 1 
had again gathered ſo great an army together, he determin Sos. by 
to make war with them no longer by his generals, but he X hn 
ſed over the river Jordan himſelf with all his army ; E 7 pap 
when he met them, he joined battle with them, and on 3 
came them, and flew torty thouſand of their footmen, x Ar 
ſeven thouſand of their horſemen. He alſo wounded Sk 8 
bach, the general of Chalaman's forces, who died of th 2 
ſtroke; but the people of Meſopotamia, upon ſuch a conch . — 
ſion of the battle, delivered themſelves up to David x Pint, * 
ſent him preſents, who at winter- time returned to Jeruſale 4 . 
But at the beginning of the ſpring he ſent Joab, the cap uss tber 
of his hoſt, to fight againſt the Ammonites, who over.. on " 0 
all their country, and laid it waſte, and ſhut them up in the BUY Xx 
metropolis Rabbah, and beſieged them therein. Joab, an 
CH A p. VII. _—__ 

How David fell in love with Bathſheba, and flew her huſva be diſco 
Uriah, for which he is reproved by Nathan, niſhmen 

| part of 


\ 1. Ror David fell now into a very grievous fin, thou bazardo 


he were otherwiſe naturally a righteous and an 

ei greateſt 
igious man, and one that firmly obſerved the laws of oi to reti 

fach F o F to retire 

athers : For, when late in an evening he took a view rou 
N _ Fort and ſeal 
im from the roof of his royal palace, where he uſed to wal to carr 
at that hour, he ſaw a woman waſhing herſelf in her ov! ing 
wu , reading 
e: ſhe was one of extraordinary beauty, and therein {ut V. 
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paſſed all other women; her name was Bath/heba. So he 
vas overcome by that woman's beauty, and was not able to 
eſtrain his deſires, but ſent for her, and lay with her. 


I ereupon ſhe conceived with child, and ſent to the King, 
Sis 10 hat he ſhould contrive ſome way for concealing her fin, 
; * for according to the laws of their fathers, ſne, who had been 
8 ruilty of adultery, ought to be put to death). So the King 
eat for Joab's armour-bearer from the ſiege, who was the 
tung, oman's huſband; and his name was Uriah: and when he 
Y” 'as come, the King inquired of him about the army, and 

out the ſiege; and when he had made anſwer, that all 


heir affairs went according to their wiſhes, the King took 
HHme portions of meat from his ſupper and gave them to him, 
and bade him go home to his wife, and take his reſt with 


eight her. Uriah did not. do fo, but ſlept near the King with the 

, wh reſt of his armour-bearers, When the King was informed 

00 Gof this, he aſked him why he did not go home to his houſe, 

mig: ad to his wife, after ſo long an abſence ? which is the natu- 

7 q ral cuſtom of all men, when they come from a long journey. 
3 1 


He replied, That it was not right, while his fellow. ſoldiers, 
and the general of the army, ſlept upon the ground, in the 
camp, and in any enemy's country, that he ſhould go and 
take his reſt, and ſolace himſelf with his wife. So when he 
had thus replied, the King vrdered him to ſtay there that 
p1,-ht, that he might diſmiſs him the next day to the general. 
So the King invited Uriah to the ſupper, ayd after a cunning 
and dextrous manner, plied him with drink at ſupper, till he 
was thereby diſordered ; yet did he nevertheleſs ſleep at the 
King's gates, without any inclination to go to his wife. 
Upon this the King was very angry at him; and wrote to 
Joab, and commanded him to puniſh Uriah, for he told hin 
that he had offended him; and he ſuggeſted to him the man- 
ner in which he would have him puniſhed, that it might not 
be diſcovered that he was himſelf the author of this his pu- 
niſhment; for he charged him to ſet him over againſt that 


hazardous, and where he might be deſerted, and be in the 
greateſt jeopardy ;' for he bid him order his fellow-ſoldiers 
to retire out of the fight. M hben he had written thus to him, 
rouußg and ſealed the letter with his own ſeal, he gave it to Uriah 
to carry it to Joab., When Joab had received it, and upon 
er oui reading it underſtood: the King's purpoſe, he fet Uriah in 
Ver. il, 1 425 - that 


part of the enemies army where the attack would be moſt . 
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that place where he knew the enemy would be moſt trouble. 
ſome to them; and gave him for his partners ſome of the 
beſt ſoldiers in the army; and ſaid, that he would alſo com 
to their aſſiſtance with the whole army, that if poſſible thy 
might break down ſome part of the wall, and enter the city, 
And he deſired him to be glad of the opportunity of expo. 
ſing himſelf to ſuch great pains, and not to be diſpleaſed at it, 
ſince he was a valiant ſoldier, and had a great reputation for 
his valour, both with the King, and with his countrymen, 
Aud when Uriah undertook the work he was ſet upon with 
alacrity, he gave private orders to thoſe who were to be hi 
companions, that when they ſaw the enemy make a fally, 
they ſhould leave him. When, therefore, the Hebrews made 
an attack upon the city, the Ammonites were afraid that 
the enemy might prevent them, and get up into the city, 
and this at the very place whither Uriah was ordered, ſo 
they expoſed their beſt ſoldiers to be in the fore front, and 
opened their gates ſuddenly, and fell upon the enemy with 
great vehemence, and ran violently upon them. When thoſe 
that were with Uriah ſaw this, they all retreated backward, 
as Joab had directed them before hand; but Uriah, as 2. 
ſhamed to run away and leave his poſt, ſuſtained the enemy, 
and receiving the violence of their onſet, he flew many of 
them, but being encompaſſed round, and caught in the midi 
of them, he was ſlain, and ſome other of his compagions 

were ſlain with him. | 
2. When this was done, Joab ſent meſſengers to the King, 
and ordered them to tell him, That © he did what he 
* could to take the city ſoon, but that, as they made an aſ- 
* ſault on the wall, they had been forced to retire with great 
'* loſs.” And bid them, if they ſaw the King was angry at 
it. to add this, That Uriah was lain alſo.” When the 
King had heard this of the meſſengers, he took it hainoul- 
ly, and faid, That “ they did wrong when they aſſaulted 
„the wall, whereas they ought, by undermining, and o- 
ther ſtratagems of war, to endeayour the taking of the ci. 
* ty, eſpecially when they had before their eyes the en- 
« ample of Abimelech, the ſon of Gideon, who would need 
* take the tower in Thebes by force, and was killed by: 
p© large ſtone thrown at him by an old woman; and although 
* he was a man of great proweſs, he died ignominiouſly by 
the dangerous manner of his aſſault; that they ſhould re- 
member 
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member this accident, and not come near the enemies wall, 
for that the beſt method of making war with ſucceſs was 
to call to mind the accidents of former wars, and what 
good or bad ſucceſs had attended them in the like danger- 
ous caſes, that ſo they might imitate the one and avoid 
the other.” But when the King was in this diſpoſition, 


double. 
df the 
com: 
B they 
- city, 
expo. 


at it 

on fn the meſſenger told him, that Uriah was ſlain alſo ; where- 
ymen, upon he was pacified. So he bid the meſſenger go back to 
with joab, and tell him, That“ this misfortune is no other than 
ze his what is common among mankind:;z and that ſuch is the 
ſally. “ nature, and ſuch the accidents of war, inſomuch, that 
made © ſometimes the enemy will have ſucceſs: therein, and ſome- 
tha times others, but that he ordered him to go on ſtill in his 
city care about the ſiege, that no ill accident might befall him 
d, o in it hereafter : that they ſhould raiſe bulwarks, and uſe 
and © machines in beſieging the city; and when they have got- 
with WW © ten it, to overturn its very foundations, and to deſtroy all 
tho WW © thoſe that are in it.“ Accordingly the meſſenger carried 
vard, the King's meſſage with which he was charged, and made 
as z. haſte to Joab. But Bathſheba, the wife of Uriah, when ſhe 
my, was informed of the death of her huſband, mourned for his 
y of death many days; and when her mourning was over, and 
nidt MW the tears which ſhe ſhed for Uriah were dried up, the King 
ions took her to wife preſently, and a ſon was born to him by her, 


3. With this marriage God was not well pleaſed, but was 
ing, thereupon angry at David; and he appeared to Nathan the 


he prophet in his i{leep, and complained of the King. Now 


n a. Nathan was a fair and prudent man; and conſidering that 
ren Kings, when they fall into a paſſion, are guided more by that 
| paſſion than they are by juſtice, he reſolved to conceal the 
the threatenings that proceeded from God, and made a good na- 


ouf.W tured diſcourſe to him, and this after the manner following 


ted He defired that the King would give him his opinion in the 


do. following caſe : © There were, ſaid he, two men inhabiting” 


ci. © the ſame city, the one of them was rich, and | the other 
ex. © poor]; the rich man had a great many-flocks of cattle, of 
eds * ſheep, and of kine, but the poor man had but one ewe 
* lamb ; This he brought up with his children, and let her 


7 2 
- * eat her food with them, and he had the ſame natural af- 
* feQtion for her which any one might have for a daughter. 


Now upon the coming of a ſtranger to the rich man, he 
ber © would not vouchſafe to kill any of his own flocks, and 


I. 2 thence 
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* thence feaſt his friend, but he ſent for the poor mam. 
* lamb, and took her away from him, and made her xa 

« for food, and thence feaſted the ſtranger.” This diſcourk 
troubled the King exceedingly ; and he denounced to N. 
than, That * this man was a wicked man who could dan 
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to do ſuch a thing; and that it was but juſt that he ſhouli 
« reſtore the lamb fourfold, and be puniſhed with death fa 
* it alſo.” Upon this Nathan immediately faid, That“ he 
vas himfelf the man who ought to ſuffer thoſe puniſhmentz 
and that by his own ſentence, and that it was he who had 
e perpetrated this great and horrid erime. He alſo reveal. 
« ed to him, and laid before him the anger of God again 
* him, who had made him King over the army of the He. 
„ brews, and lord of all the nations, and thoſe many and 
great nations round about him; who had formerly deli. 
« yered him out of the hands of Saul, and had given him 
«< ſuch wives as he had juſtly and legally married; and non 
this God was deſpiſed by him, and affronted by his im. 
« piety, when he had married, and now had another man“ 
© wife; and by expoſing her huſband to the enemy, had 
& really flain him; that God would inflict puniſhments upon 
© him on account of thoſe inſtances of wickedneſs ; that his 
© own wives ſhould be forced by one of his ſons ; and that 
he ſhould be treacherouſly ſupplanted by the ſame ſon; 
and that although he had perpetrated. his wickedneſs ſe. 
„ cretly, yet ſhould that punithment which he was to under. 
go be inflicted publicly upon him; that moreover, ſaid he, 
the child which was born to thee of her ſhall ſoon die.“ 
When the King was troubled at theſe meſſages, and ſuth- 
ciently-conſaunded, and ſaid with tears and ſorrow, that he 
had finned, (for he was without controverſy a pious man, 
and guilty of no fin at all in his whole life, excepting thoſe 
in the matter of Uriah) God had compaſſion on him, and 
was reconciled to him, and promiſed that he would preſerve 
to him both his life and his kingdom: For he ſaid, © That 
** ſeeing he repented of the things he had done, he was no 


longer diſpleaſed with him.” So Nathan, when he had 
delivered this prophecy to the. King, returned home. 


4. However, God ſent a dangerous diſtemper upon the 


. child that. was born to David of the wife of Uriah ; at which 
the King was troubled, and did not take any food for ſeven 


days; although his. ſervants almoſt forced him to take it, but 
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man ay upon the ground in ſackcloth, intreating God for the re- 
1 Fovery of the child, for he vehemently loved the child's mo- 
urle 


Sher. But when, on the ſeventh day, the child was dead, 


: Nu King's ſervants durſt not tell him of it, as ſuppoſing that 
9 hen he knew it he would ſtill leſs admit of food, and other 
ry are of himſelf, by reaſon of his grief at thedeath of his ſon, 
or 


ſince when the child was only fick, he ſo greatly afflicted 
imſelf, and grieved for him. But when the King perceived 
hat his ſervants were in diforder, and ſeemed to be affected, 
as thoſe are who are very deſirous to conceal ſomething, he 
aderſtood that the child was dead; and whenhe had called 
one of his ſervanns to him, and diſcovered that ſo it was, he 


2 came into the tabernacle of God. He allo commanded them 
TR to ſet ſupper before him, and thereby greatly ſurpriſed his 
kindred and ſervants, while he did nothing of this when the 
22" child was fick, but did it all when he was dead. Where- 
5 "WW upon having firſt begged leave to aſk him a queſtion, they 
nn Wbeſought him to tell them the reaſon of this his conduct: 
bade then © called them unſkilful people; and inſtructed - 
up, them how he had hopes of the recovery of the child while 
t his Wi it was alive, and accordingly did all that was proper for 
* * him to do, as thinking by ſuch means to render God pro- 
> * pitious to him, but that when the child was dead, there 
x © © was no longer any occaſion for grief which was then to 
* no purpoſe.” When he had ſaid this, they commended 
ne che King's wiſdom and underſtanding. He then went in 
* unto Bathſheba his wife, and ſhe conceived, and bare a ſon; 
* and by the command of Nathan the prophet, called his 


name Solomon. 
Wan 5. But Joab ſorely diſtreſſed the Ammonites in the ſiege, 
by cutting off their waters, and depriving them-oi other: 
and BY means of ſubſiſtence, till they were in the greateſt want of 
1 meat and drink; for they depended only on one ſmall well 
| at i of water, and this they durſt not drink of too freely, leſt the 
fountain ſhould entirely fail them. So he wrote to the King, 
had WF and informed him thereof ; and perfuaded him to come him. 
q ſelf to take the city, that he might have the honour of the 
- victory. Upon this letter of Joab's, the King accepted of 
Ic his good-will and fidelity, and took with him his army, and 
en WF came to the deſtructlon of Oe ; and when he had taken 
| 423, it 


e cloathed himſelf in a black garment, and fell down, and 


zroſe up and waſhed himſelf, and took a white garment, and 


; 
| 


| 
Wi 
| 
4 
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it by force, he gave it to his ſoldiers to plunder it ; but h 
himſelf took the King of the Ammonites crown, whaj 
weight was“ a talent of gold; and it had in its middle; 
precious ſtone called a. Sardonyx ;, which crown David et 
after wore on his own head. He alſo found many othe 
veſſels in the city, and thoſe both ſplendid and of great pri 
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but as for the men, he + tormented them, and then deſtroy however, | 
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CHAP. VIII. 


How Abſalom murdered Amnon, who had forced his own |, 


ter; and how he was baniſhed, and afterward recalled | 
David, | 


$ 1. Wurs the King was returned to Jeruſalem, a ff 

misfortune befel his houſe, on the occaſion fa 
lowing : He had adaughter, who was yet a virgin, and ve 
handſome, inſomuch. that ſhe ſurpaſſed all the moſt beautify 
women; her name was Tamar: She had the ſame mothe 
with Abſalom. Naw Amnon, David's eldeſt ſon, fell i 
love with her, and being not able to obtain his defires, a 
account of her virginity, and the cuſtody ſhe was under, w 
much out of order; nay, his grief ſo eat up his body, that ht 
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* That a talent of gold was about 7 lib. weight, ſee the deſcripti 
of the temples, ch. xiii. Nor could Joſephus well eſtimate it highe 
fince he here ſays that David wore it on his head perpetually. 

+ Whether Joſephus {aw the words of our copies, 2-Sam. xii. 31. and 


3 Chr. xx. 3. that David put the inhabitants, or at leaſt the garriſon hold of 
Rabbah, and of the other Ammonite cities, which-he beſieged and took, Wherer 
unter, or cut them with ſaws, and under, or with harrows of iron, coll «. 

under or with axes of iron, and made them paſs through the brick kiln do no 
is not here directly expreſſed. If he ſaw them, as is moſt probable be and b 
did, he certainly expounded them of tormenting theſe Ammonites 1M ** thy u 


death, wha were none of thoſe ſeven nations of Canaan, whoſe wickel «+ will 
neſs had rendered them incapatle of mercy ; otherwiſe I.ſhould be in « : 
clineable to think, that the meaning, at leaſt as the words are in Samue|, vifed 
might-only be this, that they were made the loweſt ſlaves, to work i * woul 
fawing timber or ſtone, in harrowing the fields, in hewing timber, MW firous t 
making and burning bricks, and the hke hard ſervices, but without ta“ he wor 
ing away their lives. We never elſewhere, that I remember, meet 40 
with ſnch methods of cruelty in putting men to death in all the Bible, ed Wit 
or 19 any other ancient hiſtory whatſoever+ nor do the words in Samut But as 
feera natyrally to refer to any ſach thing. 
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ut Mew lean, and his colour was changed. Now there was one 
Who onadab, a kinſman and friend of his, who diſcovered this 
idle Mis paſſion, for he was an extraordinary wiſe man, and of 
ey reat ſagacity of mind, When therefore he ſaw that every 
Ott orning Amnon was not in body as he ought to be, he came 
price o him, and deſired him to tell him what was the cauſe of it: 
tro however, he ſaid, that he gueſſed that it aroſe from the paſ- 
of on of love. Amnon confeſſed his paſſion, that he was in 


ove with a ſiſter of his, who had the ſame father with him- 
elf. So Jonadab ſuggeſted to him by what method and con- 
rivance he might obtain his deſires; for he perſuaded him to 
retend ſickneſs, and bid him, when his father ſhould come 
o him, to beg of him that his ſiſter might come and miniſter 
o him, for if that were done he ſhould be better, and ſhould 
uickly recover from his diſtemper. So Amnon lay down on 
his bed, and pretended to be ſick, as Jonadab had ſuggeſted. 
ben his father came, and enquired how he did, he begged 
of him to ſend his ſiſter to him.. Accordingly he preſently or- 
dered her to be brought to him; and when ſhe was come, 
Amnon bid her make cakes for him, and fry them in a pan, 
and do it all with her own hands, becauſe he ſhould take 
them better from her hand [than from any one's elfe]J. So 
ſhe kneaded the flour in the fight of her brother, and made 
him cakes,. and baked them in a pan, and brought them to 
him; but at that time he would not taſte them, but gave or- 
der to his ſervants to ſend all that were there out of his cham- 
ber, becauſe he had a mind to repoſe himſelf, free from tu- 
mult and diſturbance. As ſoon as what he had commanded 
was done; he deſired his ſiſter to bring his ſupper to him into 
the inner parlour; which, when the damſel had done, he took 
hold of her, and endeavoured to perſuade her to lie with him. 
Whereupon the damſel cried out, and ſaid, Nay brother, 
do not force me, nor beſo wicked as to tranſgreſs the laws, 
* and bring upon thyſelf the utmoſt confuſion. Curb this 
thy unrighteous and impure luſt, from which our houſe 
will get nothing but reproach and diſgrace. She alſo ad- 
* vifed him to ſpeak to his father about this affair, for he 
* would permit him [to marry her].” This ſhe ſaid, as de- 
ſirous to avoid her brother's violent paſſion at preſent. But 
at tai he would not yield to her, but inflamed with love, and blind- 
Bur ed with the vehemency of his paſſion, he forced his ſiſter : 
awadl But as ſoon as Amnon had ſatisfied his luſt, he hated her im- 
2 ; | | mediately 
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her ſhame,” he commanded his ſervant to turn her out, 


tunity of revengang this crime upon him, for he thoroughly 


- drowſy with wine. and he ſhould give them a ſignal, they 
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mediately, and giving her reproachful words, bid her riſe 
and be gone. And when ſhe ſaid, That“ this was a wd 
4 injurious treatment than the former, if now he had fore 
o her, he would not let her ſtay with him till the evenin 
* but bid her go away in the day-time, and while it was ligt 
that ſhe might meet with people that would be witneſſey, 


(AP, VIII. 
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his houſe. Whereupon ſhe was forely grieved at the injy rrow for t 


and violence that had been offered to her, and rent her 100 this ſlau 
coat, (for the virgins of old time wore ſuch looſe coats 10 Lit wes © 
at the hands, and let down to the ankles, that the inner cox that grea 
might not be ſeen), and ſprinkled aſhes on her head; 9 his 
went up the middle of the city, crying out, and lamentin ere lay le 
for the violence that had been offered her. Now, Abfaly 3 
her brother happened to meet her, and aſked her What! = Jona 
thing had befallen her. that ſhe was in that plight 5 and we 7 indu 
ſhe had told him what injury had been offered her, he con r 
forted her, and deſired her to be quiet, and to take all oi ſuch. a 
. ently, and not to eſteem her being corrupted by her bn $20 Amy 
ther as an injury. So ſhe yielded to his advice, and left of 1 
her crying out, and diſcovering the force offered her to th Ly 
multitude: and ſhe continued as a widow with her. broth ae 
Abſalom a long time. on to the 
2. When David his father knew this, he was grieved ; ay from 
the actions of Amnon; but becauſe he had an extraordinar age g 
affection for him, for he was his eldeſt ſon, he was compel or” than 
led not to aftflict him: but Abſalom watched for a fit ound os 
ere tears 


hated him. Now the ſecond-year after this wicked alla; killed 
about his ſiſter was over, and Abſalom was about to go t lo; but 
ſheer his own ſheep at Baalhazor, which is a city in the por Aber v! 
tion of Ephraim, he beſought his father, as well as his bre ares 
thren, to come and feaſt with him: But when David excl *; Nov 
ſed himſelf. as not being willing to be burdenſome to him ſhouls 

| Abſalom deſired he would however ſend his brethren ; hon the of 
he did ſend accordingly. Then Abſalom charged his owl © Joah 
ſervants, that when they ſhould ſee Amnon diſordered and . 0 ? 
ricken 1 


ſhould fear no body but kill him. aid thus 


3. When they had done as they were commanded th had for 
: reſt of his brethren were aſtoniſhed and Shachod and * | grels a 
: that on 


afraid for themſelves, ſo they immediately got on hoxſeback Ws 4.6.4 
8 8 | il {fired 
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by rode away to their father: But ſome body there was who 
* evented them, and told their father they were all ſlain by 
real bſalom; whereupon he was overcome with ſorrow, as for 
% LE of his ſons that were deſtroyed at once, and that by 
| ele eir brother alſo; and by this conſideration, that it was their 


other that appeared to have {lain them, he aggravated his 


: ol rrow for them: So he neither inquired what was the cauſe 
6 2 this ſlaughter, nor ſtayed to hear any thing elſe, which 
by * t it was but reaſonable to have done when ſo very great, and 


that greatneſs ſo incredible a misfortune was related to him, 
> rent his clothes, and threw himſelf upon the ground, aud 
ere lay lamenting the loſs of all his ſons, both thoſe who, 
he was informed, were ſlain, and of him that ſlew them. 
ut Jonadab, the ſon of his brother Shimeah, intreated him 
pt to indulge his ſorrow ſo far, for as to the reſt of his ſons 
did not believe that they were lain, for he found no cauſe 
pr ſuch a ſuſpicion ; but he ſaid it might deſerve inquiry 
$ to Amnon, for it was. not unlikely that Abſalom might 
enture to kill him on account of the injury he had offered 
d Tamar. In the mean time, a great noiſe of horſes, and a 
mult of ſome people that were coming, turned their atten- 
on to them: they were the King's ſons, who were fled a- 
ay from the feaſt. So their father met them as they were 
their grief, and he himſelf grieved with them; but it was 
tore than he expected to ſee thoſe his ſons again, whom he 
ad a little before heard to have periſhed. However, there 
ere tears on both ſides: They lamenting their brother who 
as killed, and the King lamenting his. ſon, who was killed 
Iſo; but Abſalom fled to Geſhur. to his grandfather by his 
pother's fide, who was King of that country, and he re 
nained with him three whole years. | 
4. Now David had a deſign to ſend to Abſalom, not that 
e ſhould come to be puniſhed, but that he might be with him, 
or the effects of his anger were abated by length of time. It 
vas Joah the captain of his hoſt, that chiefly perſuaded him 
o to do; for he ſuborned an ordinary woman, that was 
ricken in age, to go to the King in mourning apparel, who 
aid thus to him: “ That two of her ſons, in a courſe way, 
* had ſome difference between them, and that in the pro- 
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Y greſs of that difference they came to an open quarrel, and 
4. that one was ſmitten by the other, and was dead, and ſhe 
. dedred him to interpoſe in this cafe, and to do her the fa- 


* Your 


that ſo ſhe might not be farther deprived of the hopes 


chat it was with difficulty that he was polled every eight day; 
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«© your to ſave this her ſon from her kindred, who was y 
* zealous to have him that had ſlain his brother put to dey 


had of being taken care of in her old age by him; and i 


if he would hinder this ſlaughter of her ſon by thoſe Med A5). 
* wiſhed for it, he would do her a great favour, becauſe! pacify hi: 
* kindred would not be reſtrained from their purpoſe by y give i 
thing elſe than by the fear of him.” And when the ki But 
had given his conſent to what the woman had begged of h 2wn ſer: 
ſhe made this reply to him: “ I owe thee thanks for thy Mich, whe 
* nignity to me in pitying my old age, and preventing Med him c 
" loks of my only remaining child: but in order to aſſure Wy he did 
* of this thy kindneſs, be firſt reconciled to thine own ound out 
* and ceaſe to be angry with him; for how ſhall I perſui thou haſt 
© myſelf that thou haſt really beſtowed this favour upon on thee, 
* while thou thyſelf continueſt after the like manner ini And I re 
& wrath to thine own ſon ? for it is a fooliſh thing tou my fathe 
 *wilfully another to thy dead ſon, while the death of more gri 
© other was brought about without any conſent.” And againſt n 
the King perceived that this pretended ſtory was a ſuboni tied the 
tion derived from Joab, and was of his contrivance ; arcefor v 
when, upon inquiry of the old woman, he underftood it to Wihurſed wi 
fo in reality, he called for Joab, and told him, he had obtanWe diſpoſi 
ed what he requeſted according to his own mind; and Mm to co 
bid him bring Abſalom back, for hg was not now diſpleal:Myon the 
but had already ceaſed to be angry with him. So Joab boweWs offenc: 
| himſelf down to the King, and took his words kindly, a orget wh 
went immediately to Geſhur, and took Abſalom: with hin 
and came to Jeruſalem, : 
F. However the King ſent a meſſage to his ſon befo 
hand, as he was coming, and commanded him to retire to li 
- own houſe, for he was not yet in ſuch a diſpoſition as to thing of th 
fit at preſent to ſee. him. Accordingly, upon the father ell amow! 
command, he avoided coming into his preſence, and content f 
ed himſelf with the reſpects paid him by his own family one was 
Nou, his beauty was not impaired, either by the grief he Hon 2 Sa: 
been under, or by the want of ſuch care as was proper to e ſets th 
taken of a King's ſon, for he ſtill ſurpaſſed and excelled a r 


men in t”e talneſs of his body and was more eminent [in 
fine appearance] than thoſe that dieted the moſt luxurioull 
and indeed ſuch was the thickneſs of the hair of his hea 


and 
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nis “ hair weighed two hundred ſhekels, which are five 

nds. However, he dwelt in Jeruſalem two years, and be- 
ne the ſather of three ſons, and one daughter; which 
ohter was of very great beauty, and which Rehoboam, the 
of Solomon, took to wife afterward, and had by her a ſon 
cd Abijab. But Abſalom ſent to Joab, and defired him 
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auſe pacify his father intirely towards him; and to beſeech him 
e by ive him leave to come to him to fee him, and ſpeak with 
the Ki But when Joab neglected fo to do, he ſent ſome of 
l of h own ſervants, and ſet fire to the field adjoining to him 
thy ich, when Joab underſtood, he came to Abſalom, and ac- 
ting ed him of what he had done; and aſked him the reaſon 
— y he did ſo? To which Abſalom replied, That“ I have 
wn id 


found out this ſtratagem that might bring thee to us, while 
thou haſt taken no care to perform the injunction F laid up- 
on thee, which was this, to reconcile my father to me : 
And I really beg it of thee, now thou art here, to pacify 
my father as to me, ſince I eſteem my coming hither to be 
more grievous than my baniſhment, while my father's wrath 
againſt me continues.” Hereby Joab was perſuaded, and 
tied the diſtreſs that Abſalom was in, and became an in- 
rceflor with the King for him. And when he had diſ- 
durſed with his father, he ſoon brought him to that amica- 
e diſpoſition towards Abſalom, that he preſently ſent for 
m to come to him: and when he had caſt himſelf down 
pon the ground, and had begged for the forgivenneſs of 
is offences, the King raiſed him up, and promiſed him to 
orget what he had formerly done. 
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* Of this weight of Abſalom's hair, how in 20 or 30 years it might 
yell amount to 200 ſhekels, or to ſome what above 6 lib. averdupois, ſee 
ne Literal accompliſhment of Prophecies, p. 77, 78. But a late very 
udicions author thinks that the LXXII. meant not its ueigbt but its 
alue was 200 ſhekels. Dr. Wall's critical notes on the Old Teſtament 
pon 2 Sam. xiv. 26. It does not appear what was 1 opinion: 


to bie ſets the text down honeſtly as he found it in his copies; only he 
led bought, that at the end of days, when Abſalom polled or weighed his 
[in lair, was once aq Weeks 
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Concerning the inſurrection of Abſalom againſt Davi hat he un 

. vid ; @ 
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and Shimei: and how Ahithophel hanged himſelf. 
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actions; 
cubines, 
compani. 
way wit! 


$ 1. Now Abſalom upon this his ſucceſs with the Kn 

_ *_ procured to himſelf a great many horſes, and m 
ny chariots, and that in a little time alſo. He had mon 
over fifty armour-bearers that were about him, and he can 
early every day to the King's palace, and ſpake what was 
greeable to ſuch as came for juſtice, and loſt their cauſes, 2 
that happened for want of good counſellors abaut the King 


or perhaps becauſe the judges miſtook in that unjuſt ſenteu "ll wi 
they gave; whereby he gained the good will of them all. H of Saul: 
told them, that had he but ſuch authority committed to hin prieſts, | 
he would diſtribute juſtice to them in a moſt equitable ma all th e | 
ner. When he had made himſelf ſo popular among the mu ho ping 
titude, he thought he had already the good will of the pet he char! 


ple ſecured to him; but when“ four years had paſſed ſing 1 
his father's reconciliation to him, he came to him, and he dok, an 
ſought him to give him leave to go to Hebron, and pay a {; in all th 
crifice to God, becauſe he vowed it to him when he fled ou ther Da 
of the country, So when David had granted his requeſt, l ſuaded 
went thither, and great multitudes came running togethe apron it 
to him, for he had ſent to a great number fo to do. | of Olis 

2. Among them came Ahithophel the Gilonite, a cou e, tol 
Tellor of David's, and two hundred men out of Jeruſalem it of his 
ſelf, who knew not his intentions, but were ſent for as to: ſought 
ſacrifice, So he was appointed King by all of them. whic Ahithe 
he obtained by this ſtratagem. As ſoon as this news Wa follow 
brought to David, and he was informed of what he did nt and ve 
expect from his ſon, he was affrighted at this his impious ard vid we 


bold undertaking, and wondered that he was ſe far from re: % the 
avine 
member faithfu 
# This is one of the beſt corrections: that Joſcphus's copy affords u When 
of a text that in our ordinary copies is groſsly corrupted, They ay all ov. 
that this rebellion of Abſalom was 40 years after what went befor, affairs 
(of his reconciliation to his father), whereas the ſeries of the hiſto ievi 
ſhews it could not be th , ter it. 2 - ? N 
wry not be more than fovr years aſter it, as here in Joſephus {al 
. 10ſe number is directly confirmed by that copy of the Septuagint ver alom. 
1025 whence the Armenian tranſlation was made, which gives us the lecret 
ame ſmall number of four years, ſels ol 
2 Vo 
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embering how his offence had been ſo lately forgiven him, 
hat he undertook much worſe and more wicked enterprizes z 
6:{t to deprive him of that kingdom which was given him of 
God; and ſecondly, to take away his own father's life, He 
therefote reſolved to fly to the parts beyond Jordan: So he 
called his moſt intimate friends together, and communicated 
o them all that he had heard of his ſon's madneſs. He com- 
mitted himſelf to God, to judge between them about all their 
actions; and left the care of his royal palace to his ten con- 
cubines, and went away from Jeruſalem, being willingly ac- 
companied by the reſt of the multitude, who went haſtily a- 
way with him, and particularly by thoſe fix hundred armed 
men, who had been with him from his firſt flight in the days 
of Saul: But he perſuaded Abiathar, and Zadok, the high 
prieſts, who had determined to go away with him, as alſo 
all the Levites, who were with the ark, to flay behind, as 
hoping that God would deliver him without its removal; but 
he charged them to let him know privately how all things 
went on: And he had their ſons, Ahimaaz the ſon of Za- 
dok, and Jonathan the ſon of Abiathar, for faithful miniſters 
in all things ; but Ittai the Gittite went out with him whe- 
ther David would let him or net, for he would have per- 
ſuaded him to ſtay, and on that account he appeared the 
more friendly to him. But as he was aſcending the mount 
of (lives barefooted, and all his company were in tears, it 
was told him that Ahithophel was with Abſalom, and was 
of his fide, This hearing augmented his grief; and he be- 
ſought God earneſtly to alienate the mind of Abſalom from 
Ahithophel, for he was afraid that he ſhould perſuade him to 
follow his pernicious counſel, for he was a prudent man, 
and very ſharp in ſceing what was advantageous. When Da- 
vid was gotten upon the top of the mountain, he took a view 
of the city; and prayed to God with abundance of tears, as 
having already loſt his kingdom : and here it was that a 
faithful friend of his, whoſe name was Huſhai, met him. 
When David faw him with his clothes rent, and having aſhes 
all over his head, and in lamentation for the great change of 
affairs, he comforted him, and exhorted him to leave off 

hiſtory grieving z nay, at length he beſo:ght him to go back to Ab- 
2 ſalom, and appear as one of his party, and to fiſh owt the 
us th ſecreteſt counſels of his mind, and to contradict the goun- 
ſels of Ahithophel, for that he could not do him nuch 
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good by being with him as he might by being with Abſalon 
50 he was prevailed on by David, and left him, and cam 
to Jeruſalem, whither Abſalom himſelf came alſo a litt- 
while afterward, 


14a% IX 


buive lat 
ordan, he 
elves, for 


'. ©, . BUT 
3- When David was gone a little farther, there met hin x gs 
Ziba, the ſervant of Mephiboſheth, (whom he had ſent u Huſhai] 
take care of the poſſeſſions which had been given him, as the om, he 
ſon of Jonathan, the ſon of Saul), with a couple of afſe, ime, an 
Joaden with proviſions, and deſired him to take as much d im, 1 
them as he and his followers ſtood in need of. And when. friend 
the King aſked him, © Where he had left Mephiboſheth . things, 
he faid, * He had left him in Jeruſalem, expecting to be come 0 
* choſen King in the preſent confuſions, in remembrance ei Ind prud 
* the benefits Saul had conferred upon them.” At this the , the mi 
King had great indignation, and gave to Ziba all that he had, lord at 
formerly beſtowed on Mephiboſheth, for he determined that . low th 
it was much fitter that he ſhould have them than the other: . j will, 
at which Ziba greatly rejoiced, « (hew t 
4. When David was at Bahurim, a place ſo called, there N knews 
came out a kinſman of Saul's, whoſe name was Shimer, and I reaſon 
threw ſtones at him, and gave him reproaehful words; and, . of aff: 
as his friends ſtood about the King, and protected him, he put re 
perſevered ſtill more in his reproaches, and called him, A W«c ;; [aft 
* bloody man, and the author of all ſorts of miſchief.” He ho be 
bid him alſo © go out of the land, as an impure and accyr: phel, a 
** ſed wretch ; and he thanked God for depriving him of his ¶ perſuad 
kingdom, and cauſing him to be puniſhed for what injuries I Hid, IT 
* he had done to his maſter [Saul], and this by the means lf « thy d 
of his own ſon.” Now, when they were all provoked a- « thenc 
gainſt him, and angry at him, and particularly Abiſhai, who Wl thert 
had a mind to kill Shimei, David reftrained his anger, out 
Let us not, ſaid he, bring upon ourſelves another freſh WW Accor 
* misfortune. to thoſe we have already, for truly I have not W comm: 
„the leaſt regard nor concern for this dog that raves at me; ¶ the ro- 
1 ſubmit myſelf to God, by whoſe permiſſion this man in and 
#* treats me in ſuch a wild manner: nor is it any wonder WM paſs ac 


* that I am obliged to undergo theſe abuſes from him, Wl fied, : 
+ while I experience the like from an impious ſon of my bellio 
* own; but perhaps God will have ſome commiſeration up- ", wow 
* og us, if it be his will we ſhall overcome them.” So be Wl by A 
weyt on his way without troubling himſelf with Shimei, who W avout 
ran along the other fide of the mountain, and threw out his MW ed hi 
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buiive language plentifully: But when David was come to 
ordan, he allowed thoſe that were with him to refreſh them - 
elves, for they were weary. _. 

' 5, But when Abſalom, and Ahithophel his counſellor, 
vere come to Jeruſalem, with all the people, David's friend 
Huſhai] came to them; and when he had worthipped Ab- 
alom, he withal wiſhed that his kingdom might laſt a long 
ime, and continue for all ages. But when Abſalom ſaid to 
im, © How comes this, that he who was fo intimate a 
friend of my father's, and appeared faithful to him in all 
things, is not with him now, but hath left him, and is 


© come over to me?“ Huſhai's anſwer was very pertinent 


and prudent 3 for he ſaid, * We ought to follow God, and 
& the multitude of the people; while theſe, therefore, my 
„lord and maſter, are with thee, it is fit that I ſhould fol- 
low them, for thou haſt received the kingdom from God. 
„J will, therefore, if thou believeſt me to be thy friend, 
* (ſhew the ſame fidelity and kindneſs to thee which thou 
© kneweſt I have ſhewed to thy father: Nor is there any 
*« reaſon to be in the leaſt diffatisfied with the preſent ſtate 
Hof affairs, for the kingdom is not transferred into another, 
but remains {till in the ſame family, by the ſon's receiving 
« it [after his father]. This ſpeech perſuaded Abſalom, 
who before ſuſpected Huſhai. And now he called Ahitho- 
phel, and conſulted with him what he ought to do. He 
perſuaded him to go in unto his father's concubines ; for he 
laid, That © by this action the people would believe that 
thy difference with thy father is irreconcileable, and will 
* thence fight with great alacrity againſt thy father, for hi- 
* therto they are afraid of taking up open enmity againſt him, 
out of an expeQation that you will be reconciled again.” 
Accordingly Abſalom was prevailed on by this advice, and 
commanded his ſervants to pitch him a tent upon the top of 
the royal palace, in the fight of the multitude; and he went 
in and lay with his father's concubines. Now, this came to 
pals according to the prediction of Nathan, when he prophe- 
hed, and ſignified to him, that his ſon would riſe up in re- 
bellion againſt him. a | 
6. And when Abſalom had done what he was adviſed to 
by Ahithophel, he defired his advice, in the ſecond place, 
about the war againſt his father. Now, Ahithophel ofily aſk 
ed him to let him have ten thouſand choſen men, and he 
K 2 promiſed 


nap, IX. 


7. 90 1 
biathar, 
wn, and 
dvice. 

f it, and 
ad to de 
dis ſon (hi 


112 ANTIQUITIES OF Boon vn 
promiſed he would ſlay his father, and bring the ſoldiers bac 
again in ſafety; and he ſaid, That then the kingdon 
* would be firm to him when David was dead, [but vw 
* otherwiſe].” Abſalom was pleaſed with this advice; any 
called for Huſhai, David's friend, (for fo did he ſtile him) 
and informing him of the opinion of Ahithophel, he allet 


farther what was his opinion concerning that matter? Nor 
he was ſenſible, that if Ahithophel's counſel was followed 
David would be in danger of being ſeized on, and lain ; { 


he attempted to introduce a contrary opinion, and fail, 


im, and 


n ſafety. 


proper 


Thou art not unacquainted, O King, with the valour oi avid a 
s: thy father, and of thoſe that are now with him : that he Wide 
2 hath made many wars, and hath always come off with vie. e“, of 
tory, though probably he now abides in the camp, for he he fame 
is very ſkilful in ſtratagems, and in foreſeeing the deceit. por delay 
on ful tricks of his enemies, yet will he leave his own (ol. ns _ 
« diers in the evening, and will either hide himſelf in ſoneMduick g 
* valley, or will plac an ambuſh at ſome rock; ſo that when vice, th 
< our army joins battle with him, his ſoldiers will retire for N 
* a little while, but will come upon us again, as encoura- CITY, un 
ged by the King's being near them, and in the mean time ſome to 
Jour father will ſhew himſelf ſuddenly in the time of the ICs 
„ battle, and will infuſe courage into his own people when ſelves te 
they are in danger, but bring conſternation to thine. Con- there th 
e fidex, therefore, my advice, and reaſon upon it, and if thou them © 
« canft not but acknowledge it to be the. beſt, reje& the opi- 1 
nion of Ahithophel. Send to the entire country of the when tl 
« Hebrews, and order them to come to fight with thy fa- 
ther; and do thou thyſelf take the army, and be thine LD 
« own general in this war, and do not truit its management en, re 
**to another; then expect to conquer him with eaſe, when WW Ca 
thou overtakeſt him openly with his few partiſans, but Wl volu 
haſt thyſelf many ten thouſands, who will be deſirous to cane. 
« demonſtrate to thee their diligence and alacrity. And it on 
* thy father ſhall ſhut himſelf up in ſome city, and bear 4 tions by 
V ſiege, we will overthrow that eity by machines of war, peculiar 
* and by undermining it.” When Huſhai had ſaid this, he * * 
obtained his point againſt Ahithophel, for his opinion was 1 
preferred by Abſalom before the other's: However, it was of this 
no other than“ God who made the counſel of Huſhai ap- 0 far as 
pear beit to the mind of Abſalom. | _ mow 
ee allo 
7. 50 ch. iv. 


* This reſlection of Joſephus's, that God brought to nought the 
danger. 
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7. So Huſhai made haſte to the high prieſts, Zadok and 
© biathar, and told them the opinion of Ahithophel, and his 
wn, and that the reſolution was taken to follow thus latter 
dvice. He therefore bid them ſend to David, and tell him 
fit, and to inform him of the counſels that had been taken; 
ad to deſire him farther to paſs quickly over Jordan, leſt 
is ſon ſhould change his mind, and make haſte to purſue 
im, and ſo prevent him, and ſeize upon him before he be 


P 9 n ſafety. Now, the high prieſts had their ſons concealed in 
14 0 proper place out of the city, that they might carry news to 
* 8 David of what was tranſacted. Accordingly they ſent a 


mid-ſervant, whom they could truft, to them, to carry the 
news of Abſalom's counſels, and ordered them to ſignify 
or hee ſame to David with all ſpeed. So they made no excute 
ecei. Nor delay, but taking along with them their father's injunc- 
n lol. ions, became pious and faithful miniſters, and judging that 
Wquickneſs and ſuddenneſs was the beſt mark of faithful ſer- 
vice, they made haſte to meet with David: but certain 
horſemen ſaw them when they were two furlongs from the 
city, and informed Abſalom of them, who immediately ſent 
ſome to take them; but when the ſons of the high prieils 
perceived this, they went out of the road, and betook them- 
ſelves to a certain village: that village was called Baburim; 
there they deſired a certain woman to hide them, and afford 


lat he 
h vic. 
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when 
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OUra. 
time, 
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when 


Con. them ſecurity. Accordingly ſhe let the young men down by 
thou ; Il, and laid fl f 1 hem; and 
oat a rope into a Well, and laid fleeces of woot over them; an 
* when thoſe that purſued them came to her, and aſked her 
"4 whether 
y fa- 
hine dangerous counſel of Akithophel, and directly 1 wicked Abſa- 
nent lom to reject it, (which infatuation is what the Scripture ſtiles the judi- 
then cial hardening the hearts and blinding the eyes of men, who, by their for- 
but mer voluntary wickedneſs, have juſtly deſerved to be deſtroyed, and arc 
* thereby brought to deſtruction), is a very juſt one, and in him not uu- 
di frequent, Nor does Joſephhs ever puzzle himſelf, or perplex his read- 
a1 


es, with ſubtile hypotheſis as to the manner of ſuch judicial infatua- 
ar 4 tions by God, while the jaſtice of them is generally ſo obvious. That 
var, peculiar manner ot the divine operations, or permillions, or the means 


be God makes uſe of in ſuch caſes, is often impenetrable by us. Secret 
10 things belong to the Lord our God ; but thoſe things that are revealed 
Was belong to ug, and to our children, forever, that we may do all the words 
Was of this law, Deut. xxix. 29. Nor have all the ſubtilties of the modern, 
ap- o far as I ſee, given . confiderable light in this, and many other the 


like points of difficulty relating either to divine or human operations. 
8 See allo the notes on Antiq. B. V. ch. i. f 2. vol. I. and Antiq. B. IX. 
0 ch. iv. f 3. vol. II. 5 ö | 


114 ANTIQUITIES OF Boon . X. 


whether ſhe ſaw them ? ſhe did not deny that ſhe had fe 
them, for that they ſtayed with her ſome time, but ſhe {x 
they then went their ways; and ſhe foretold, that, howeyy 
if they would follow them directly, they would catch then 
But when after a long purſuit they could not catch then 
they came back again; and when the woman ſaw thoſe ng 
were returned, and that there was no longer any fear of th 
young men's being caught by them, ſhe &1 zw them up by t 
rope, and bid them go on their journey. Accordingly the 
uſed great diligence in the proſecution of that journey, a 
came to David, and informed him accurately of all the cou 
ſels of Abſalom. So he commanded thoſe that were wit 
him to paſs over Jordan while it was night, and not to de 
Jay at all on that account. 

8. But Ahithophel, on rejeQion of his advice, got upon 
bis aſs and rid away to his own country Gilon; and calling 
his family together, he told them diſtinctly what advice he 
had given Abfalom ; and ſince he had not been perſuaded by 
it, he ſaid he would evidently periſh, and this in no long time, 
and that David would overcome him, and return to his king. 
dom again: So he ſaid it was better that he ſhould take hi 
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own life away with freedom and magnanimity, than exp- ſe hin- Could nc 
ſelf to be punithed by David, in oppoſition to whom he ha pon ver 
acted entirely for Abſalom. When he had diſcourſed thus v ed wh. 
them, he went into the inmoſt room 07 his houſe and hanged] coveri 
himſelf; and this was the death of Ahithophel, who was ſell- of our 
condemned: and when his relations bad taken him dom“ theret 
from the halter, they took care of his funeral. Now, as for {MW turall: 
David, he paſſed over Jordan, as we have ſaid already, and David v 
came to Mahanaim, a very fine and very itrong city; and all elf to t: 
the chief men of the country received him with great plez- MWcommatr 
ſure, both out of the ſhame they had that he ſhould be for fble] al 
ced to flee away [from Jeruſalem], and out of the reſpet vantage 
they bare him while he was in his former proſperity. Theſe W had no! 


were Barzillai the Gileadite, and Siphar the ruler among the ¶ fiderab! 
Ammonites, and Machir, the principal man of Gilead; and Abſato 
theſe filrniſhed him with plentiful provifions for himſelf and WM be kill 
his followers, inſomuch that they wanted no beds, nor blank- WW tle, ant 
ets for them, nor loaves of bread, nor wine; nay they brought $-& 
them a great many cattle for ſlaughter, and afforded them MW gainſt 
what furniture they wanted for their refreſhment when they MW hind h 
were weery, and for food, with plenty of * oꝑpoſe 
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CH AP. X. 
„ when Abſalom was beaten, he was caught in a tree by 
his hair, and was ſlain, 


T7. A this was the ſtate of David and his followers. 

But Abſalom got together a vaſt army of the 
Jebrews to oppoſe. his father, and paſſed therewith over the 
ver [ordan, and ſat down not far off Mahanaim, in the 
ountry of Gilead. He appointed Amaſa to be captain of 
Il his hoſt inſtead of Joab his kinſraan: his father was Ithra, 
nd his mother Abigail: Now ſhe and Zerutah, the mother 
{ [oab, were David's ſiſters. But when David had num- 
ered his followers, and found them to be about four thou— 
and, he reſolved not to tarry till Abſalom attacked him, 
at ſet over his men captains. of thouſands, and captains of. 
hundreds, and divided. his army into three parts; the one 
art he committed to Joab, the next to Abiſhai, Joab's bro- 
her, and the third part to Ittai, David's companion and 
riend, but one that. came from the city Gath. And when 
e was defirous of fighting himſelf among them, his friends 
vould not let him; and this refuſal of theirs was founded 
don very Wiſe actions: For, ſaid they, if we be conquer- 
ed when he is with us, we have loſt all good hopes of re- 
covering ourſelves; but if we ſhould be beaten in one part 
of our army, the other parts may retire to him, and may 
thereby prepare a greater force, while the enemy will na- 
4 turally ſuppoſe that he hath another army with him.“ 80 
David was pleaſed with this their advice, and reſolved him- 
ſelf to tarry at Mahanaim. And as he ſent bis friends and. 
commanders to the battle, he defired them to ſhew Call poſ- 
fible] alacrity and fidelity; and to bear in mind what ad- 
rantages they had received from him, which though they 
had not been very great, yet had they not been quite incon- 
fiderable ; and he begged of them to ſpare the young man 
Abſalom, leſt ſome miſchief ſhould befall himſelf if he thould 
be killed. And thus did he ſend out his army to the bat- 
tle, and wiſhed them victory therein. 

2. Then did Joab put his army in battle-array, over a- 
gainſt the enemy in the great plain, where he had a wood be- 
hind him. Abſalom alſo brought his army into the field to 
oppoſe him. Upon the joining of che battle, bothſides ſne wed 
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great actions with their hands, and their boldneſs ;/ the on 


if. X. 


Now . 
ſide expoling themſelves to the greateſt hazards, and u, in the 
their utmoſt alacrity, that David might recover his kingdom hich 
and the other being no way deficient, eicher in doing or i laren we 
fering, that Abſalom might not be deprived of that kinglonW. te had 
and be brought to puniſhment by his father for his impudey £54 bef 
attempt againſt him, Thoſe alio that were the moſt numet Rehob 
ous were ſolicitous that they might not be coaquered father | 
thoſe few that were with Joab, and with the other comman(M...+ of o 
ers, becauſe that would be the greateſt diſgrace to then eth of / 
while David's ſoldiers flrove greatly to overcome lo many mes re; 
thouſands [as the enemy had with them]. Now David's me 4. But 1 
were conquerors, as ſuperior in ſtrength and {kill in war; f ent to Jo 
they followed the others as they fled away through the forelh avid of 1 
and valleys, ſome they took priſoners, and many they fle. a had: 
and more in the flight than in the battle, for there fell abouh,cever 
twenty thouſand that day: But all David's men ran violet WWiyi1t tho 
ly upon. Abſalom, for he was eafily known by his beauty nM no go 
tallneſs. He was himſelf alſo afraid leſt his enemies ho defßred 
ſeize on him, ſo he got upon the King's mule, and fled; viiM::-c4 th 
as he was carried with violence, and noiſe, and a great mo. had ſer 
tion, as being himſelf light, he entangled his hair greatly in go a8 
the large boughs of a knotty tree that ſpread a great late wh 
and there he hung after a ſurpriſing manner; and as for thefWhe.th of 
beaſt, it went on farther, and that fwiftly, as if his maſter hal. took a 
been ſtill upon his back, but he hanging in the ai- upon the but hi: 
boughs, was taken by his enemies. Now when oneof David as fittin; 
ſoldiers ſaw this, he informed Joab of it; and when the Ge- ody wo 
neral ſaid, That if he had ſhot at and killed Abſalom, be ent, Oni 


* would have given him fifty ſhekels.” He replied. © 
„would not have killed my maſter's fon if thou would! 


re he c 


omebod 


* have given me a thouland thekels, eſpecially when he deer. A 
* fired that the young man might be ſpared in the hearigneſtenge 
* of us all.” But Joab bade him ſhew him where it was that alſo 
he ſaw Abſalom hang; whereupon he ſhot him to the heat, Ahimaa 
and flew him, and Joab's armour-bearers flood round about 

the tree, and pulled down his dead body, and caſt it into 

great chaſm that was out of fight, and laid an heap of ſtones Cake 


upon him, till the cavity was filled up, and had both then nere 
appearance and the bigneſs of a grave. Then Joab ſounded I gates beit 
a retreat, and recalled his own ſoldiers from purſuing the ¶ portal at 


enemy's army, in order to ſpare their countrymen, cauſes we 
F | 7 nom 1eVC 

, Jo Now ? £ . 
. Prov, i. 2 
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| Now Abſalom had erected for himſelf a "ſtone marble 
ar in the King's dale, two furlongs diſtant from Jeruſa- 
n, which he named Abſalom's Hand, ſaying, that if his 
dren were killed, his name would remain by that pillar 
he had three ſons, and one daughter, named Tamar, as 
{aid before, who, when ſhe was married to David's grand- 
\ Rehoboam, bare a ſon, Abijah by name, who ſucceeded 
father in the kingdom: But of theſe we thall ſpeak in 
part of our hiſtory which will be more proper. After the 
ath of Abſalom, they returned every one to their own 
mes reſpectively. 

4. But now Ahimaaz, the ſon of Zadok the high prieſt, 
ent to Joab, and deſired he would permit him to go and tell 
avid of this victory, and to bring him the good news that 
od had afforded his aſſiſtance and his providence to him. 
owever he did not grant his requeſt ; but ſaid to him, 
Wilt thou that haſt always been the meſſenger of good news, 
1ty aug now go and acquaint the King that his ſon is dead? 80. 
(nol. degred him to deſiſt. He then called Cuſhi, and com- 
d; vu;:-cd the buſineſs to him, that he ſhould tell the King what. 
at mo. ge had ſeen, But when Ahimaaz again deſired him to let. 
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10lent. 


dup 10 im go as a meſſenger, and aſſured him that he would only 
: "i 12te what concerned the victory, but not concerning the 
"I eath of Abſalom, he gave him leave ta go to David. Now 
r ha 4 


e took a nearer-road than the former did, for nobody knew, 
t but himſelf, and he came before Cuſlii. Now as David. 
as ſitting between the gates, and waiting to ſee when ſome- 
body would come to han from the battle, andtell him how it 
ent, one of the. warchmen ſaw Ahimaaz running, and be- 
re he could diſcern who he was, he told David that he faw 
omebody coming to him, who ſaid, he was a good meęſſen- 


on the 
avid; 
le Ge- 
m, he 
d. 00 


ould 


e de ger. A little while after he informed him, that another 
a; Wnclenger followed him; whereupon the King ſaid that he 


s that 
cart, 
About 
nto a 


ones | 

1 the The reader need not be ſurpriſed at this account of David's throne, 

del both here, and 2 Sam. xviu. 44. that it was between tæuo gates or Portals, 
gates being in cities, as well as at the teinple, large agen places, with a 

the portal at the entrance, and another at the exit, between whih judicial 
cauſes were heard, and public conſultations taken, and as it is wellknowa 

Now om ſeveral places of ſcripture, 2 Chron. xXXXI. 2. Plal. ix. 14. xX We So 
Prov, i. 21. Vii. 234 XXI. 2.3. and orte cucwhete, 


was allo a good meſſenger: But when, the watchman faw 
Ahimaaz, and that he was already very near, he gave the 
: King 
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King notice that it was the ſon of Zadok the high prieſt, Mcompa"7. © 


came running: So David was very glad, and ſaid, He utly lain 
* a mefſenger of good tidings, and brought him ſome (Wy ſettled 
© news from the battle as he deſired to hear.” us left ali 
5. While the King was ſaying thus, Ahimaaz appeat children, 
and worſhipped the King. And when the King inquire(MWvept for 
him about the battle, he ſaid, He brought him the gon that pitie 
* news of victory and dominion.” And when he inqui ed to do 
what he had to ſay concerning his ſon, he ſaid, That enemy, 
came away on the {udden as {oon as the enemy wWas defes wicked ti 


ed, but that he heard a great noiſe of thoſe that purſue 
* Abſalom, and that he could learn no more, becauſe of thi 
* haſte he made when Joab ſent him to inform him of th 
* victory.” But when Cuſhi was come, and had worlhiy 
ped him, and informed him of the victory, he aſked him: 
bout his fon ; who replied, © May the like misfortune befal 
„ thine enemies as hath befallen Abſalom.” That word di 
not permit either himſelf or his ſoldiers to rejoice for the vic 
tory, though it was a very great one, but David went upt 
the higheſt part of“ the city, and wept for his ſon, and ben 
his breaſt, tearing [the hair of] his head, and tormenting 
himſelf all manner of ways, and crying out, O my ſon, 
* with that. I had died myſelf, and ended my days with thee!” 
for he was of a tender natural affection, and had extraording- 
ry compaſſion for his ſon in particular. But when the arm. Dat 
and Joab heard that the King mourned for his ſon, they wer ciled to 
aſhamed to enter the city in the habit of conquerors, bu % Bars 
they all came in as caſt down, and iu tears, as if they had Amaſa 
beenbeaten Now while the King covered himſelf, and griev-W Amaſa 
ouſly lamented his fon, Joab went in to him, and comtorted 

him, and ſaid, © O my Lord the King, thou art not aware ©: Ne 
that thou layeſt a blot on thyſelf by what thou now doeſt, 

e for thou ſeemeſt to hate thoſe that love thee, and undergo I return 
© dangers for thee, nay to hate thyſelf and thy family, an! WW" mind « 
to love thoſe tlrat are thy bitter enemies, and to deſire the I that | 
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Since David was now in Mahanaim, and in the open place of that 
city gate, which ſeems ſtill to have been built the higheſt of any part oi 
the wall, and ſince our other copies ſay he went up to the chamber over 
the gate, 2 Sam. xvili. 33, I think we ought to correct our preſent read. 
ing in Joſephus, and for city ſhould read gate, i. e. inſtead of the highet 
part of the city, ſhould ſay the higheſt part of the gate. Accordingly 
we find David preſently in Joſephus, as well as in our other copics, 
2 Sam. X1X. 8, ſitting as before in the gate of the city, | 
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company of thoſe that are no more, and who have been 
juſtly ſlain; for had Abſalom gotten the victory, and firm- 
y ſettled himſelf in the kingdom, there had been none of 
us left alive, but all of us, beginning with thyſelf and thy 
children, had miſerably periſhed, while our enemies had not 
wept for us, but rejoiced over us, and puniſhed even thoſe 
that pitied us in our misfortunes; and thou art not aſham- 
ed to do this in the caſe of one that has been thy bitter 
enemy, who, while he was thine own ſon, hath proved fo 
wicked to thee. Leave off, therefore, thy unreaſonable 
grief, and come abroad and be ſeen by thy ſoldiers, and 
return them- thanks for the alacrity they ſhewed in the 
fight ; for I myſelf will this day perſuade the people to 
leave thee, and to give the kingdom to another, if thou 
continueſt to do thus; and then I ſhall make thee to grieve 
bitterly and in earneſt.” Upon Joab's ſpeaking thus to 
m, he made the King leave off his ſorrow; and brought 
im to the conſideration of his affairs: So David changed 
Is habit, and expoſed himſelf in a manner fit to be ſeen by 
e multitude, and fat at the gates : whereupon all the peo- 
e heard of it, and ran together to him, and ſaluted him: 
Lnd this was the preſent ſtate of David's affairs. 


. 


bw David, when he had recovered.bit Lingdom, was recon- 
ciled to Shimei, and to Zibaz and ſhewed a great affeFton 
to Barzillai : and how, upon the riſe of a ſedition, he made 
Amaſa captain of his hoſt, in order to purſue Sheba ; which 
Amaſa was fla by Joah. 


1. Now thoſe Hebrews that had been with Abſalom, 
and had retired out of the battle, when they were 

Il returned home, ſent meſſengers to every city to put them 
n mind of what benefits David had beſtowed upon them, and 
ff that Hberty which Fe had procured them, by delivering 
hem from many and great wars. But they complained, 
bat whereas they had ejected him out of his kingdom, and 
ommitted it to another governor, which other governor 
hom they had ſet up, was already dead, they did not now 
eſeech David to leave off his anger at them, and to become 
riends with them, and, as he uſed to do, to reſume the care 
their affairs, and take the kingdom again, This was 3 

to 
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told to David. And this notwithſtanding, David ſent t, 
'dok and Abiathar the high prieſts, that they ſhould ſpe 
the rulers of the tribe of Judah after the manner follonh 
That it would be a reproach upon them to permit theq 
* tribes to chooſe David for their King before their tr 


* and this, faid he, while you are akin to him, and of. hipped h 
* fame common blood.” He commanded them alſo to- 3 Me 
the ſame to Amaſa, the captain of their forces, That wiliF* 2” * 0 
aas he was his ſiſter's ſon, he had not perſuaded the my lected; 
** tude to reſtore the kingdom to David: That he might. nt he he 
© 'pect from him not only a reconciliation, for that wa 8" doomn 
ready granted, but that ſupreme command of the arm the ch 
* fo which Abſalom had beſtowed upon him.“ Accord willy ca! 
1y the high prieſts, when they had diſcourſed with the M ad 
of the tribe, and ſaid what the King had ordered them, ©* al 
ſuaded Amaſa to undertake the care of his affairs. 8 with h 
perſuaded that tribe to ſend immediately ambaſſadors to H plied, * 
to beſeech him to return to his own kingdom. The . becaul 
did all the Ifraelites, at the like perſuaſion of Amaſa. going 
2. When the ambaſſadors came to him, he came to [lil bim no 
falem; and the tribe of Judah was the firſt that came ton nad 1 
the King at the river Jordan. And Shimei, the fon of tor I © 
ra, came with a thouland men; which he brought witkli Baut th 
out of the tribe of Benjamin, and Ziba, the freed man of S h du 
with his ſors, fifteen in number, and with his twenty ſervaill lumni: 
All theſe, as well as the trige of Judah, laid a bridge invent 
boats] over the river, that the King, and thoſe that were * Wc 
him, might with eaſe paſs over it. Now as ſoon as he which 
come to ſordan the tribe of Judah ſaluted him. Shimeid thou v 
came upon the bridge, and took hold of his feet, and pra father 
him ©& To forgive him what he had offended, and not to juttly 
too bitter againſt him, nor to think fit to make him! * ciful, 
„ firſt example of ſeverity under his new authority, bu when, 
« conſider that he had repented of his failure of duty; power 
© had taken care to come firſt of all to him.” While MW © to be 
was thus intreating the King. and moving him to tompaſiaſſſ table 
Abiſhai, Joab's brother, ſaid. © And ſhall not this man WM © own } 
* for this, that he hath curſed that King whom God hi © pettec 
appointed to reign over us?” But David turned him to * pun 
to him, and ſaid, Will you never leave off, ye ſons of“ ö 
by ruiah? Do not you, I pray, raiſe new troubles and { 
** ditions among us, now the former are over; for I wo © By. 


„ would im 
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not have you ignorant, that 1 this day begin my reion, 
and therefore {wear to remit to all offenders their puniſh- 
ments, and not to animadvert or. any one that his ſinned, 


oor Y 


nt to 
ſpeak 


own 


the di Be thou therefore, ſaid he, O Shimei, of good courage, 
eir tall and do not at all fear being put to death.” So he wor- 
nd of hinped him, and went on before him. 


3. Mephiboſheth allo, SauPs grandſon, met David, cloth- 


d in a ſordid garment, and having his hair thick and ne- 


{9 to! 


46 

Wher m * . * = 
he gected; for after David was fled away, he was in ſuch gri-t 
night hat he had not polled his head, nor had he waſhed his clothes, 
t wa dooming himſelf to undergo ſuch hardſhips upon occaſion 


{ the change of the King's aflairs. Now he had been un- 


army - 1 2 . 
uin calumniated to the King by Ziba his ſteward. When 


de e had ſaluted the King, and worthipped him, the King be— 
zem, MIL alk him, Why he did not go out of Jeruſalem 

8% ith him, and accompany him during his flight?“ Ile 
$ to Wc plied, That “this piece of injuſtice was owing to Ziba, 
Phe H becauſe when he was ordered to get things ready for his 


"Y going out with him, he took no care of it, but regarded 


to e bim no more than if he had been a ſlave; and indeed, had 
e ton U had my feet ſound and ſtrong, I had not deſerted thee, 
nf for 1 could then have made uſe of them in my ſlight : 
with WW But this is not all the injury that Ziba has done me, as to, 
n of 4” my duty to thee, my Lord and maſter, but he bath ca- 
ſerrul lumniated me beſides, and told lies about me of his own 
ridge invention; but I know thy mind will not admit of ſuch ca- 


« Jumnies, but is righteouſly diſpoſed. aud a lover of truth, 


rere wi 
$ he which it is alſo the will of God ſhould prevail: For when 
imeiil thou waſt in the greateſt danger of ſuffering by my grand- 
d pra father, and when, on that account, our whole family miglit 
not to juſtly have been deſtroyed, thou waſt moderate, and mer- 
him ciful, and didſt then eſpecially forget all thoſe injuries, 
v, buW when, if thou hadſt remembered them, thou hadſt the 
ity ; I © power of puniſhing us for them; but thou haſt judged me 
While MY © to be thy friend, and haſt ſet me every day at thine own 
npaſſaſſ table; nor have I wanted any thing which one of thine 
man MW © own kinſmen, of greateſt eſteem with thee, could have ex- 


30d ll © peed.” When he had faid this, David reſolved neither 
i himſ to * puniſh Mephiboſheth, nor to condemn Ziba, as having 
is of L Vol. Il. * a belied 


and {et 


] wont 
10 9 


* By David's diſpoſal of half Mephiboſheth's eſtate to Ziba, one 
would imagine that he was a good deal diltatishied and doubtful whe- 
ther 
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belied his maſter; but ſaid to him, that as he had [before] 
granted all his eſtate to Ziba, becauſe he did not come alony 
with him, fo he [now] promiſed to forgive him, and order. 
ed that the one half of his eſtate ſhould be reſtored to hin, 
Whereupon Mephiboſheth ſaid, © Nay, let Ziba take all; it 
+ ſuffices me that thou haſt recovered thy kingdom.” 

4. But David deſired Barzillai the Gileadite, that prez 
and good man, and one that had made a plentiful proviſion 
tor him at Mahanaim, and had conducted him as far as [or. 
dan, to accompany him to Jeruſalem, for he promiſed to treu 
him in his old age with all manner of reſpect; would take 
care of him, and provide for him. But Barzillai was ſo de. 
ſirous to live at home, that he entreated him to excuſe hin 
from attendance on him; and ſaid, That “ his age was too 
great to enjoy the pleaſures [of a court], ſince he wa; 
** fourſcore years old, andwas therefore making proviſion for 
* his death and burial; ſo he deſired him to gratify him in 
this requeſt, and diſmiſs him; for that he had no reliſh of 
5 his meat, or his drink, by reaſon of his age; and that his 
* ears were too much ſhut up to hear the ſound of pipes, or 
* the melody of other muſical inſtruments, ſuch as all thoſe 
that live with kings delight in.” When he entreated for 
this ſo earneſtly, the King ſaid, © I diſmiſs thee, but thou 
* ſhalt grant me thy ſon Chimham, and upon him will I be. 
„ ſtow all forts of good things.” So Barzillai left his ſon 
with him, and hes ks the King, and wiſhed him a proſ- 
perous concluſion of all his affairs according to his own 
mind, and then returned home : But David came to Gilgal, 
having about ham half the people [of Iſrael}, and the [whole] 
tribe of Judah. 

5. Now the principal men of the country came to Gilgal 
to him with a great multitude, and complained of the tribe 
of Judah, that they had come to him in a private manner, 
whereas they ought all conjointly, and with one and the ſame 
intention, to have given him the meeting. But the rulers of 


the 


ther Mephiboſheth's ſtory were entirely true or not: Nor does David 
now invite him to diet with him, as he did hefore, but only forgives him, 
if he had been at all guilty. Nor is this odd way of mourning that 
Mephiboſheth made uſe of here, and 2 Sam. xix. 24. wholly free ſrom 
iuſpicion of hypocriſy. If Ziba neglected or refuſed to bring Mephibo- 
eth an aſs of his own, on which he might ride to David, it is hard te 


ſuppoſe that ſo great a man as he was ſhould not be able to procure 
tome other beaſt tor the ſame purpoſe, 
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efore) i 
ad Doe tribe of Judah defired them not to be diſpleaſed, if they 
order. 2d been prevented by them; for, ſaid they, We are Da- 
o hin WW: vid's kinſmen, and on that account we the rather took care 
all; i: of him, and loved him, and ſo came firſt to him, yet had 
they not, by their early coming, received any gifts from 
gren WF him, which might give them who came Jait any uneaſi- 
viſion ness.“ When the rulers of the tribe of Judah had ſaid 
s Tor. Wt his, the rulers of the other tribes were not quiet, but faid 


W/:rther, © O brethren, we cannot but wonder at you wheu 


o treat 

1 take you call the King your Kinſman alone, whereas he that 
ſo de. bath received from God the power over all of us in com- 
e hin mon, ought to be eſteemed a kinſman to us all; for which 
as too RF reaſon the whole people have “ eleven parts in him, and 
e wa; you but one part: We allo are elder than you; where- 
on for fore you have not done juſtly in coming to the King in 
im in this private and concealed manner.“ | 

liſh of 6. While theſe rulers were thus diſputing one with an- 
at his Mother, a certain wicked man who took a pleaſure in ſed:- 
es, or tous practices, (his name was Sheba, the fon of Bichri, of 


thoſe WE the tribe of Benjamin), ſtood up an the midſt of the multi- 
d for WY tude, and cried aloud, and ſpake thus to them : © We have 
thou“ no parts in David, nor inheritance in the fon of Jeſſe.” 
I be. And when he had uſed thoſe words, he blew with a trumpet, 
is ſon and declared war againſt the King; and they all left David, 
prof. and followed him; the tribe of Judah alone ſtaid with him, 
own ud ſettled him in his royal palace at Jeruſalem. But as for 
ilgal, his concubines, with whom Abſalom his ſon had accompani- 
hole] Ned, truly he removed them to another houſe ; and ordered 
thoſe that had the care of them to make a plentiful proviſion 


zilgal for them, but he came not near them any more. He alſo 
tribe Neppointed Amaſa for the captain of his forces, and gave him 
nner, the lame high office which Joab before had; and command- 
ſme ed him to gather together, out of the tribe of Judah, as great 
eyed an army as he could, and come to him within three days. 
the that he might deliver to him his entire army, and might ſend 
>» -& him 

David | 
2 »I clearly prefer Joſephus's reading here, when it ſuppoſes eleven 
Pas tribes, including Benjamin, to be on one ſide, and the tribe of Judah 


ibo. alone on the other, ſince Benjamin in r had been ſtill fonder ot 

ur the houſe of Saul, and leſs firm to David hitherto than any of the reft, 

ank and ſo cannot be ſuppoſed to be joined with Judah at this time to make 
it double, eſpecially when the following rebellion was headed by a Ben- 
Jamite. See { 6. and 2 Sam. XX. 2, 4 
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him to fight againſt [Sheba] the ſon of Bichri. Now wi, 


Amala was gone out, and made fome delay in gathering th 
army together, and ſo was not yet returned, on the third da 
the King ſaid to Joab, “ It is not fit we ſhould make 9 
E delay in this affair of Sheba, leſt he get a numerous am 
7 about him, and be the occafion of greater miſchief * 
hurt our affairs more than did Abſalom himſelf; do not 
2 thou therefore wait any longer, but take ſuch forces z 
5 thou haſt at hand, and that [old] body of fix hundred mei 
f and thy brother Abiſhai with thec, and purſue after oy 
© enemy, and endeavour to fight him whereſoever thou caul 
by wha 2: mor 1 haſte 7 prevent him, leſt he ſein 
e fenced cities, an 
1 pin n a 3 cauſe us great labour an 
7. So Joab reſolved to make no delay, but taking wi 
him his brother, and thoſe fix hundred . and ** g 
ders that the reſt of the army which was at Jeruſalem ſhoul 
follow him, he marched with great ſpeed againſt Sheba , and 
when he was come to Gibeon, which 1s a village forty Fur: 
longs diſtant from Jeruſalem, Amaſa brought a great arm 
with him, and met Joab. Now Joab was girded with a ſword 
and his breaſt-plate on; and when Amaſa came near him t 
ſalute him, he took particular care that his ſword ſhould fall 
out as it were of its own accord: ſo he took it up from the 
ground, and while he approached Amaſa, who was then 
near him, as though he would kiſs him, he took hold of A. 
2aafa's beard with his other hand, and he {mote him in hi 
belly when he did not foreſee it, and flew him. This in. 
pious and altogether profane action Joabdid to a good young 
man, and his kinſman, and one that had done him no 1njury, 
and this out of jealouſy that he would obtain the chief com. 
mand of the army, and be in equal dignity with h imſelf about 
the King: and for the ſame cauſe it was that he killed Abner, 
But as to that former wicked action, the death of his brother 
Aſahel, which he ſeemed to revenge. afforded him a decent 
pretence. and made that crime a pardonable one; but in this 
murder of Amaſa there was no ſuch covering for it, Now 
when Joab had killed this general, he purſued after Sheba, 
having left a man with the dead body, who was ordered to 
proclaim aloud to the army, that Amaſa was juſtly ſlain, and 
delervedly puniſhed. But, faid he, if you be for the King. 
follow Joab his general, and Abiſhai Joab's brother : But 
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\w ww. ccauſe the body lay on the road, and all the multitude came 
uk 4 9 . . . . 

rins 1, uning to it, and, as is uſual with the multitude, ſtood won- 

hird a Wering a great while at it, he that guarded it removed it 


Whence, and carried it to a certain place that was very remote 


ake any . . - . . 
7 om the road, and there laid it, and covered it with his gar- 


iel. a eat. When this was done, all the people followed Joab. 
; do „o as be purſued Sheba through all the country of Iſrael, 
rcts, ie told him, that he was in a ſtrong city called Abel-beth- 


W:aachah ; hereupon Joab went thither, and fat about it with 
Wis army, and caſt up a bank round it, and ordered his ſol- 
liers to undermine the walls, and to overthrow them; and 
Wince the people in the city did not admit him, he was great- 
y diſpleaſed at them. | 

8. Now there was a woman of {mall account, and yet both 
viſe and intelligent, who ſeeing her native city lying at ths 
laſt extremity, aſcended upon the wall, and, by means of 
the armed men, called for Joab; and when he came to her, 
ſhe began to ſay, That © God ordained kings and generals 
* of armies, that they might cut off the enemies of the He- 


red meg 
fter ow 
ou cant 
he ſein 


GUT and 


28 with 
Ing Or. 


ſhould 
2A 3 and 


q 1 

2 bre ws, and introduce an univerſal peace among them; but 
\ ſors chou art endeavouring to overthrow and depopulate a me- 
him a tropolis of the Iſraelites, which hath been guilty of no of- 
11d fall . fence.” But he replied, 18 God continue ta be mercifal 
- * unto me; I am diſpoſed to avoid killing any one of the 


* people, much leſs would I deſtroy ſuch a city as this; and 


„ if they will deliver me up Sheba, the ſon of Bichri, who 
; 15 * hath rebelled againſt the King, I will leave off the ſiege, 
"Y * * and withdraw the army from the place.” Now as ſoon as. 


the woman heard what Joab ſaid, ſhe deſired him to. intermit 
el the ſiege for a little while, for that he ſhould have the head 


4 1%"), of his enemy thrown out to him preſently. So ſhe went down 
* to the citizens, and ſaid to them, Will you be ſo wicked 
* * as to periſh miſerably, with your children and wives, for 


580 * the ſake of a vile fellow, and one whom no body knows 
weiß © who he is ?- And will you have him for your King inſtead 


* of David, who hath been ſo great a benefaQtor to you, and 
N. " Wh © oppoſe your city alone to ſuch a mighty and ſtrong army??? 
eso the prevailed with them, and. they cut off the head of 
teba, Sheba, and threw it into Joab's army. When this was done, 
ed y the King's general ſounded. a retreat, and raiſed the fiege.. 
ON And when he was come to Jeruſalem he was again appoint- 
* ed to be general of all the people. The King allo conltituted 


4 Benaialhi 


aule 
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Benziah captain of the guards, and of the fix hundred mei 
He aiſo ſet Adoram over the tribute, and Sabathes and 4 
chilaus over the records. He made Sheva the {cribe ; ai 


appointed Zadok and Abiathar the high prieſts. 


Book vn 


| C HNA P. XII. 
Hou the Hebrews were delivered from a famine, when ih 
Gibeonites bad cauſed puniſhment to be inflicted for thoſe; 
them that had hee lain: As alſo what great actions we 
performed againſt the Philiflines by David, and the men 


valour about hun. 


$1. Ares this, when the country was greatly a{lliQe 

with a famine, David beſought God to har 
mercy on the people, and to diſcover to him what was the 
cauſe of it, and how a remedy might be found for that dil. 
temper. And when the prophets anſwered, That“ God 
** would have the Gibeonites avenged, whom Saul the King 
was ſo wicked as to betray to laughter, ard had not ob. 
* ſerved the oath which Joſhua the general and the ſenatt 
* had ſworn to them. If therefore, ſaid God, the King 
would permit ſuch vengeance to be taken for thoſe that 
were lain, as the Gibeonites ſhould defire, he promilc{ 
that he would be reconciled to them, and free the multi. 
tude from their miſeries.” As ſoon therefore as the King 
underſtood that this it was which God ſought, he ſent for 
the Gibeonites, and aſked them, What it was they would 
have? And when they deſired to have ſeven ſons of Saul de- 
livered to them to be puniſhed, he delivered them up, but 
ſpared Mephiboſheth the fon of Jonathan. So when the Gi. 
beomtes had received the men, they puniſhed them as they 
pleaſed : Upon which God began to ſend rain, and to reco- 
ver the earth to bring forth its fruits, as uſual, and to free 
it from the foregoing drought, ſo that the country of the He- 
brews flouriſhed again. A little afterward the King made 
war againft the Philiſtines; and when he had joined battle 
with them, and put them to flight, he was left alone, as he 
was in purſuit of them; and when he was quite tired down, 
he was ſeen by one of the enemy; his name was Achmon, 
the ſon of Araph ; he was of the ſons of the giants. He 
had a ſpear, the handle of which weighed three hundred ſhe- 
kels, and a breaſt-plate of chain work, and a ſwerd. 5 
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Uurned back and ran violently to ſlay [ David], their enemies 
Wing, for he was quite tired out with labour; but Abiſhai, 
W's brother, appeared on the ſudden, and protected the 
Wins with his ſhield, as he lay down, and flew the enemy. 
the multitude were very unealy at theſe dangers of the 
ling, and that he was very near to be flain: and the rulers 
made him ſwear that he would no more go out with them to 
attle, leſt he thould come to ſome great misfortune by his 
ourage and boldneſs, and thereby deprive the people of the 
Penefits they now enjoyed by his means, and of thoſe that 
hey might hereafter enjoy by his living a long time among 
hem. 

2. When the King heard that the Philiſtines were gather— 


d together at the city Gazara, he ſent an army againſt them, 
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vas theben Sibbechai the Hittite, one of David's moiſt courageous 
nat di. men, behaved himſelf ſo as to deſerve great commendation, 
* God bor he flew many of thoſe that bragged they were the po- 
e King WT ilerity of the giants, and vaunted themſelves highly on that 
ot ob. account, and thereby was the occaſion of victory to the He- 
ſenate bre vs. After which defeat, the Philiſtines made war again; 
King and when David had ſent an army againſt them, Nephan his 
fe that MY kinſtnan, fought in a ſingle combat with the ſtouteſt of all 
omiſed the Philiſtines, and flew him, and put the reſt to flight. Many 
multi. of them alſo were lain in the fight. Now a little while after 
e King this, the Philiftines pitched their camp at a city which lay 
ent for not far off the bounds of the country of the Hebrews. They 


would bad a man who was fix cubits tall, and had on each of his 
aul de- feet and hands one more toe and finger than men naturally 
1p, but i have. Now the perſon who was ſent againſt them by David 
ne Gi- out of his army was Jonathan the ſon of Shimea, who fought 
s they WW this man in a ſingle combat, and flew him; and as he was the 
 reco- perſon who gave the turn to the battle, he gained the great- 
o free eſt reputation for courage therein. This man alſo vaunted 
le He-. himſelf to be of the ſons of the giants. But after this fight, 
made the Philiſtines made war no more againſt the Iſraelites. 
battle 3. And now David being freed from wars and dangers, 
as he and enjoying for the future a profound peace, * compoſed 
down, ſongs 
hmon, 

He * This ſection is a very remarkable one, and ſhews, that, in the opi- 
1 he. nion of Joſephus, David compoſed the Book of Pſalms, not at feveral 

times before, as their preſent inſcriptions frequently imply, but general- 

* l; at the latter end of. his life, or aftex his wars were over. Nor does 

urn | 


Joſephus, 
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ſongs and hymns to God of ſeveral forts of metre; ſome g 
thoſe which he made were trimeters, and ſome were pen 
meters: he alſo made inſtruments of muſic, and taught th 
Levites to ſing hymns to God, both on that called the $1, 
baih-day, and on the other feſtivals. Now the conſtructia 
of the inſtruments was thus : the viol was an inſtrument g 
ten ſtrings, it was played upon with a bow; the pſaltery hay 
twelve muiical notes, and was played upon by the fingers 
the cymbals were, broad and large inſtruments, and wer 
made of braſs, And ſo much ſhall ſuffice to be ſpoken by u 
about theſe inſtruments, that the readers may not be who 
unacquainted with their nature. 


/ 4. Nox 


Joſephus, nor the authors of the known books of the Old and New Tel. 
tament, nor the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, ſeem to have aſcribed any d 
them to any other author than to David himſelf. See Eſſay on the Ol 
Teſt. p. 174, 175. Of theſe metres of the Pſalms, ſee the note on Antig 
B. II. ch. xvi. J 4. vol. I. However, we muſt obſerve here, that as |. 
ſephus ſays, Antiq. B. II. ch. xvi. C 4. vol. I. that the ſong at the Re 
Sea, Exod. xv. 1---21. was compoſed by Moſes in the hexameter tune, u 
metre, as alſo Antiq. B. IV. ch. viii. 5 44. vol. I. that the ſong of Moſes 
Deut. xxxii. 1—43. was an hexameter poem, ſo does he ſay, that the 
P/jalms of David were of various kinds of metre, and particularly, that 
they contained trimeters and pentameters, Antiq. B. VII. ch. xi. þ ;, 
vol. II.; all which implies, that he thought theſe Hebrew poems might 
be beſt deſcribed to the Greeks and Romans under thoſe names and cha. 
raters of Hexameter, Trimeters and Pentameters. Now, it appears 
that the inſtruments of muſic that were originally uſed, by the command 
of King David and Solomon, and were carried to Babylon at the capti- 
vity of the two tribes, were brought back after that captivity ; as alſo, 
that the ſingers and muſicians, who outlived that captivity, came back 
with thoſe inſtruments, Ezra ii. 41. vii. 24. Neh. vii. 44. Antiq. B. XL 
ch. iii. { 8. and ch. iv. { 2. vol. II. and that this muſic, and theſs infru- 
ments at the temple, could not but be well known to Joſephus, a priei 
belonging to that temple : who accordingly gives us a ſhort deſcription 
of three of the inſtruments, Antiq. B. VII. ch. xii. f 3. vol. II. and gives 
us a diſtin account, that ſuch pſalms and hymns were ſung in his days 
at that temple, Antiq. B. XX. ch. 9. C 6. vol. IV.; ſo that Joſephus's au- 
thority is beyond exception in theſe matters. Nor can any hypotheſis d 
the moderns, that do not agree with Joſephus's characters, be juſtly tup- 
poſed the true metre of the ancient Hebrews; nor indeed is there, | 
think, any other original authority now extant, hereto relating, to be 
oppoſed to theſe teſtimonies before us. That the ancient muſic of the 
Hebrews was very complete alſo, and had in it great variety of tunes, 1s 
evident by the number of their muſical inſtruments, and by the teiti- 
mony of another moſt authentic witneſs, Jefus the ſon of Sirach. Ecciul. 
J. 18. who ſays, that at the temple, in his days, The fingers ſang praiſes 
<with their voice, with great variety of ſounds was there made. ſawect. 
melody. 
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4. Now all the men that were about David, were men of 


Purage. Thoſe that were moſt illuſtrious and famous of 


em for their actions were thirty-eight; of five of whom J 
in only relate the performances, tor theſe will ſuffice to 
.le manifeſt the virtues of the others alſo; for theſe were 
lowerful enough to ſubdue countries, and conquer great na- 
ons, Firſt, therefore, was Jeſſai, the fon of Achimaas, who 
quently leaped upon the troops of the enemy, and did not 
cave off fighting till he overthrew nine hundred of them. 
After him was Eleazar, the fon of Dodo, who was with 
he King at Araſam. This man, when once the Iſraelites 
ere under a conſternation at the multitude of the Philiſtines, 
ind were running away, ſtood alone, and fell upon the ene- 
y, and flew many of them, till his ſword clung to his hand 
by the blood he had ſhed, and till the Iſraelites, ſecing the 
Philiſtines retire by his means, came down from the moun- 
tains and purſued them, and at that time won a ſurpriſing 
and a famous victory, while Eleazar ſlew the men, and the 
multitude followed and ſpoiled their dead bodies. The third 
vas Sheba, the ſon of Illus. Now this man, when in the 
wars againſt the Philiſtines they pitched their camp at a place 
called Lehi, and when the Hebrews were again afraid of 
their army, and did not ſtay, he ſtood ſtill alone, as an ar- 
my, and a body of men, and ſome of them he overthrew, 
and ſome who were not able to abide his ſtrength and force 
he purſued, Theſe are the works of the hands and of fight- 
ing which theſe three performed, Now, at the time when 
the King was once at Jeruſalem, and the army of the Phili- 
lines came upon him to fight him, David went up to the 
top of the citadel, as we have already ſaid, to inquire of 
God concerning the battle, while the enemies camp lay in 
the valley that extends to the city Bethlehem, which 1s 
twenty furlongs Kaan from Jeruſalem, Now David ſaid 
to his companions, * We have excellent water in my own 
city, eſpecially that which is in the pit near the gate,“ 
wondering if any one would bring him ſome of it to drink; 
but he ſaid, That he would rather have it than a great 
deal of money.” When theſe three men heard what he 
ſaid, they ran away immediately, and burſt through the midſt 
of their enemies camp, and came to Bethlehem; and when 
they had drawn the water, they returned again through the 
enemies camp to the King, inſomuch that the Philiſtines 
888 were 
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were ſo ſurpriſed at their boldneſs and alacrity, that they 
were quiet, and did nothing againſt them, as if they deſpiſe 
their imall number. But when the water was brought to 
the King, he would not drink it, ſaying, That © it wx 
1 brought by the danger and the blood of men, and that i 

was not proper on that account to drink it.” But he 
poured it out to God, and gave him thanks for the ſalvaticn 
of the men. Next to theſe were Abiſhai, Joab's brother; 
for he in one day flew fix hundred. The fifth of theſe Was 


Benaiah, by lineage a prieſt, for being challen puUmMerous | 
eminent men in the country of Moab. | he Cs hy he King, 
his valour. Moreover there was a man, by nation an Egy Ri In to the 
an, who was of a vaſt bulk, and challenged him, yet dd be bs Denzan 
when he was unarmed, kill him with his own ſpear which Me n 
he threw at him, for he caught him by force, and took awa E ſin 
his weapons, while he was alive, and fighting, and ſlew bin the Ilrael 
with his own weapons. One may alſo add this to the fore. oe 
mentioned actions of the ſame man, either as the principal of . 
them in alacrity, or as reſembling the reſt. When God ſent * 
a ſnow, there was a lion who ſlipped and fell into a certain pon ren 
pit, and becauſe the pit's mouth was narrow, it was evident 

he would periſh, being incloſed with the ſnow, fo when he , ...n2, 


law no way to get out and ſave himſelf h 

N : e roared, When n 
Benaiah heard the wild beaſt he went towards him, and T 
coming at the noiſe he made, he went down into the mouth ſtill to ha 
of the pit and ſmote him, as he ſtruggled, with a ſtake that — 


nations are 


lay there, and immediately flew him. The other thirty-three Wl borernors 


were like theſe in valour alſo. their negl 
vine laws 
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Ther anions Beta laws and 
when David had numbered the people, they were puniſh. Wo» laws 

ed; and how the divine compaſſion” reſtrained that punijha and govel 
ment. ; human be 
latrous Or 

. F Antiq. B. 

1. Now King David was deſirous to know how many del to ä 
ten thouſands there were of the people, but for- not excec 
got * the commands of Moſes, who told them before hand, ge 
melir div 

that Tews: tl 

7 very (oli 
2 84 — words of God by Moſes, Exod. xxx. 12. ſufficiently juſtify the * l; 
3 — — given by Joſephus for the great plague mentioned in this ſtraining 
- 1ap mY hen thou takeſt the ſum of the children of Ißrael, after their num- the fight 
er, theaſball than give every man a ranſom for his ſoul unto the Lord, when bv. 19. | 


thou 


* 
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hat if the multitude were numbered they ſhould pay half a 
lhekel to God for every head. Accordingly the King com- 
manded Joab, the captain of his hoſt, to go and number the 
chole multitude : But when he ſaid there was no neceſſity 
for ſuch a numeration, he was not perſuaded [to counter- 


„ and it], but he enjoined him to make no delay, but to go 
ur de bout the nuinbering of the Hebrews immediately. So Joab 
he ook with him the heads of the tribes, and the ſcribes, and 


ent over the country of the Iſraelites, and took notice how 


Sr. numerous the multitude were, and returned to Jeruſalem to 

04 he King, after nine months and twenty days; and he gave 
2 "7 Win to the King the number of the people, without the tribe 
The of Benjamin, for he had not yet numbered that tribe, no 


more than the tribe of Levi, for the King repented of his 


wa having ſinned againſt God. Now, the number of the reſt of 
ky the Iſraelites was nine hundred thouſand men who were able 
1 to bear arms and go to war; but the tribe of Judah, by itſelf, 


was four hundred thouſand men. 


* 2. Now when the prophets had ſignified to David that 
12 Cod was angry at him, he began to entreat him, and to de- 
i ſire 
dent 
» he thou numbereſt them, that there be no plague * them when thou 
hen numbereſt them. Nor indeed could David's, or the Sanhedrim's neglect 
and ct executing this law at this numeration, excuſe the people, who ought 
zuth ſtill to have brought their bounden oblation of half a ſhekel a-piece 
that With them, when they came to be numbered. The great reaſon why 
3 nations are ſo conſtantly puniſhed by and with their wicked kings and 


governors, is this, that they almoſt conſtantly comply with them in 
their neglect of, or diſobedience to the divine laws, and ſuffer thoſe di- 
vine laws to go into diſuſe or contempt, in order to pleaſe thoſe wicked 
kings and governors; and that they ſubmit to ſeveral wicked political 
eus and commands of thofe kings and governors inſtead of the righte- 
ous laws of God, which all mankind ought ever to obey, let their kings 
and governors ſay what they pleaſe to the contrary ; this preference of 
man before divine laws ſeeming to me the principal character of ido- 
latrous or antichriſtian nations. Accordingly, e well obſerves, 
Antiq. B. IV. ch. viii. $ 17. vol. I. that it was the duty of the people of 


any lracl to take care that their kings, when they ſhould have them, did 
or- not exceed their proper limits of power, and prove ungovernable by 
nd the laws of God, which would certainly be a moſt pernicious thing to 
1 their divine ſettlement. Nor do I think that negligence peculiar to the 


Jews : thoſe nations which are called Chriſtiant, are ſometimes indeed 
very ſolicitous to reſtrain their kings and governors from breaking the 


the human laws of their ſeveral kingdoms, but without the like care for re- 
this training them from breaking the laws of God, Whether it be right in 
un- tv» fight of God, to hearken unto men more than to God, judge ye, Acts 
you * 19. We ought to obey God rather than men, v. 29. 


5 
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fire he would be merciful to him, and forgive his fin. Ry 
God ſent Nathan the prophet to him, to propoſe to him thi 


election of three things, that he might chooſe which he like 


beſt: © Whether he would have famine come upon thy 
country for ſeven years? or would have a war, and be (i 
* dued three months by his enemies? or whether God ſhoul 
* {end a peſtilence and a diſtemper upon the Hebrews f 
three days?” But as he was fallen to a fatal choice d 
great miſeries, he was in trouble, and ſorely confounded 
and when the prophet had ſaid, that he muſt of neceſſi 
make this choice, and had ordered him to anſwer quickly 
that he might declare what he had choſen to God, the King 
reaſoned with himſelf, that in caſe he ſhould aſk for faming 
he would appear tu do it for others, and without danger t 
himſelf, ſince he had a great deal of corn hoarded up, but t 
the harm of others: that in cafe he ſhould chooſe to be over 
come [by his enemies] for three months, he would appea 
to have choſen war, becauſe he had valiant men about hin 
and ſtrong holds, and that, therefore, he feared nothing there. 
from: ſo he choſe that aflliction which is common to king 
and to their ſubjects, and in which the fear was equal on al 
ſides ; and ſaid this before hand, That“ it was much bet 
ter to fall into the hands of God; than into thoſe of his 

enemies.“ i ä 
3. Wher the prophet had heard this, he declared it to 
God; who thereupon ſent a peſtilence and a mortality upon 
the Hebrews; nor did they die after one and the ſame man- 
ner, nor ſo that it was eaſy to know what the diſtemper wes, 
Now, the miſerable diſeaſe was one indeed, but it carried 
them off by ten thouſand cauſes and occaſions, which thoſe 
that were afflicted could not underſtand ; for. one died upon 
the neck of another, and the terrible malady ſeized them be. 
fore they were aware, and brought them to their end ſudden- 
ly, ſome giving -up the ghoſt immediately with very great 
pains, and bitter grief, and ſome were worn away by their 
diſtempers, and had nothing remaining to be buried; but 
ſoon as ever they fell, were entifely macerated : ſome were 
choked and greatly lamented their caſe, as being alſo firick- 
en with a ſudden darkneſs : ſome there were who, as they 
were burying a relation, fell down dead“, without finiſhing 
e 


* Whence 3 took theſe his diſtinct and melancholy accounts 
ar {ymptoms, and moſt miſerable methods of dying i 
this 
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the rites of the faneral. Now there periſhed of this diſeaſe, 


Johich began with the morning, and laſted till the hour of 


dinner, ſeventy thouſand. Nay the angel ſtretched out his 
hand over Jeruſalem, as ſending this terrible judgment upon 
it, But David had put on — and lay upon the 
ground, entreating God, and begging that the diſtemper 
might now ceaſe, and that he would be ſatisfied with thoſe 
that had already periſhed. And when the King looked up 
into the air, and faw the angel carried along thereby unto Je- 
ruſalem, with his ſword drawn, he ſaid to God, That © he 
„might juſtly be puniſhed, who was their ſhepherd, but 
that the ſheep ought to be preſerved, as not having ſinned 
at all; and he implored God that he would ſend his wrath 
© upon him, and upon all his family, but ſpare the people.“ 

4. When God heard his ſupplication, he cauſed the peſti- 
ence to ceaſe; and ſent Gad the prophet to him, and 
commanded him to go up immediately to the threſhing floor 
of Araunah the ſebuſite, and build an altar there to God, 
and offer ſacrifices, When David heard that, he did not 
neglect his duty, but made haſte to the place appointed him. 
Now Araunah was threſhing wheat ; and when he ſaw the 
King, and all his ſervants coming to him, he ran before, 
and came to him, and worſhipped him. He was by his line- 
age a Jebuſite, but a particular friend of David's; and for 
that cauſe it was, that when he overthrew the city he did 
him no harm, as we informed the reader a little before. Now 
Araunah inquired, © Wherefore is my lord come to his ſer- 
* vant?” He anſwered, To buy of him the threſhing 


floor, that he might therein build an altar to God, and 


offer a ſacrifice.“ He replied, That * he freely gave 
„him both the threſhing floor, and the ploughs, and the 
* oxen'for a burnt-offering ; and he beſought God graciouſly 
„ to -accept his ſacrifice.” But the King made anſwer, 
That he took his generoſity and magnanimity kindly, and 
accepted his good will, but he deſired him to take the price 
of them all, for that it was not juſt to offer a facrifice that 
coſt nothing. And when Araunah ſaid, he would do as he 
pleaſed, he bought the threſhing floor of him for fifty ſhe- 
kels. And when he had built an altar, he performed divine 
ſervice, and brought a burnt-offering, and offered peace-of- 

Vor. II. M ferings 
this terrible peftilence, we cannot now tell, our other copies affording us 
no ſuch accounts. 
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ferings alſo. With theſe God as pacified, and became gr. 4 80 
cious to them again. Now it happened that“ Abraham came Ihen he 
and offered his ſon Iſaad for a burnt-offering at that ver God; at 
place; and when the youth was ready, to have his throat cut, WW. ſelf, b 
a ram appeared on a ſudden, 1 by the altar, which blood 
Abraham ſacrificed in the ſtead of his ſon, as we have befor: . young 
related. Now when King David ſaw that God had head callee 
his prayer, and had graciouſly accepted of his ſacrifice, he. the 1; 
reſolved to call that entire place the altar of all the people, . woulc 
and to build a temple to God there: Which words he ut. and tl 
tered very appoſitely to what was to be done afterward; forWl and fi 
God ſent the prophet to him, and told him, that there ſhould MF are tl 
his ſon build him an altar, that ſon who was to take the WE thou 
kingdom after bim. yay ; ns „ born, 
c HAP. XIV. | 0 — 


That David made great prepargtions for the houſe of CG; + his c. 
and that upon Adonijah's attempt to gain the kingdom, he © Moſe 
appointed Solomon to reign, „ 04 os 20 „ ons 1 

. 44 101 Md N 0421073 © choſe 

$ 1. Ars the delivery of this prophecy, the King com. « by tb 
=o manded the ſtrangers to be numbered,, and they Ml for 1 


© notic 


Þ 4 gold, 
the reſt of the multitude to carry the ſtones. an of them he on a 
fet over the workmen, three thouſand and five hundred. He «ts 
„ Mor 


* carp 


0 L , for he had * thou 

ſent to them for F ſupply of thoſe trees, 925 told; his . form 
| deren tbe might have 

leave materials ręeady for the building of the temple ta bi- the ruf 
bar he might not have to atte 

by, xeaſon I all the 

a joy in 

lying by him, and fo might, the more readily complete the MW which: 
12 *cn1 72-57 IY Mr 511 2109321 rightec 
4 5 i: „ l 8-9 be onc 

* What Joſephus adds here, is very: remarkable, that this Mount Mo- veſſels 
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dilah was not only the very place whoſe Abraham offered up Iſaac long 

ago, but that God had foretold to David by a prophet, that here his ſon 71 31 
ſhould build him a temple, which is not directly in any of our other F Of 
copies, though very agreeable to what is in them, particularly in 1 Chr. mon's t 
XXI. 26, 28. and xx1i. 1, to which places I refer the reader. .c chap. x 
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2. 86 David called his ſon Solomon, and charged him, 


hen he had received the kingdom, to build a temple to 


God; and ſaid, I was willing to build God a temple my- 
66 ſelf, but he prohibited me, becauſe I was polluted with 
10 blood, and wars; but he hath foretold, that Solomon my 
« youngeſt ſon ſhould build him a temple, and ſhould be 

called by that name; over whom he hath promiſed to take 
„ the like care as a father takes over his fon; and that he 


J © would make the country ofthe Hebrews happy under him, 


and that not only in other reſpects, but by giving it peace, 
and freedom from wars, and from internal ſeditions, which 


« are the greateſt of all bleſſings. Since, therefore, ſays he, 


« thou watt ordained King by God himſelf before thou waſt 
born, endeavour to render thyſelf worthy of this his pro- 
vidence, as in other inſtances, fo particularly in being re- 
« ligious, and righteous, and courageous. Keep thou alſo 
his commands, and his laws, which he hath given us by 
+ Moſes, and do not permit others to break them. Be zeal- 
© ous alſo to dedicate to God a temple, which he hath 
© choſen to be built under thy reign ; nor be thou affrighted 
by the vaſtneſs of the work, nor ſet about it timorouſly, 
« for I will make all things ready be fore I die; And take 
e notice, that there are already + ten thouſand talents of 
— ws and an hundred thouſand talents of filver, collected 

ogether. I have alſo laid together brafs and iron without 

ber, and an immenſe quantity of timber, and of ſtones. 
Metedver, thou haſt many ten thouſand ſtone-cutters, and 
** carpenters; and if thou ſhalt want any thing farther, do 
thou add fomewhat of thine own. Wherefore, if thou per- 
« formelt this work, thou wilt be acceptable to God, and 
have him for thy patron.“ David alſo farther exhorted 
the rulers of the people to aſſiſt his ſon in this building, and 
to attefid to the divine ſervice, when they ſhould be free from 
alt their misfortunes, for that they by this means ſhould en- 
joy inftead*of them peace, and an happy ſettlement, with 


which: b{Aings God rewards ſuch men as are religious and 


righteous. He alſo gave orders, that when the temple ſhould 
be once built, they ſhould put the ark therein, with the holy 
wager" tp he aſſured: 'them, that they ought to have had u 

Ha. | 15 1220 fd, & 1 M 2 temple 


1 of the quantity br gold and ſilver expended in the building of Solo- 


mon's tetmnple, and Ws it aro!e, fee the dercription of the temples; 


chap. xii, 
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temple long ago, if their fathers had not been negligent o 
God's commands, who had given it-in charge, that when 
they had got the poſſeſſion of this land, they ſhould build 
him a temple. Thus did- David diſcsufſe to the governor, 
and to his ſon. redo Srl ad ea an 
3. David was now in years; and his body by length 0. 
time was become cold, and benimbedy inſauch that he 
could get no heat by covering himſelf with many clothes: 
And when the phyſicians came together, they agreed to this 
advice, that a beautiful virgin, choſen out of the whele'covn. 
try, ſhould ſleep by the King's fide, 'and that this damſel 
would communieate heat to him, and be a remedy aguinſt his 
numbneſs. Now there was found in the city one woman, 
of a ſuperior beauty to all other women, (her name was Abi. 

ſhag), who ſleeping with the King, did no more than tom- 
municate warmth to him, for he was fo old that he conldinot 
know her as a huſband knows his wife. But of this woman 
we ſhall ſpeak more preſently. - 4 _ 

4- Now the fourth ſon of David's was a beautiful young 
man, and tall, born to him of Haggith his wife. He way 
named Adonijab, and was in his diſpofition like to Abſalom 
and exalted himſelf as hoping to be King and told his friends 
that he ought to take the government upon him. He alſo 
prepared many chariots, and horſes, and fifty men to run 
before him. When his father ſaw this, he did not reprove 
him, nor reſtrain him from his purpoſe, nor did he go fo far 
as to aſk wherefore he did ſo? Now Adoenijah had for his 
aſſiſtants Joab, the captain of the army, and Abiathar the 
high prieſt ; and the only perſons that oppoſed him were Za. 
dok the high prieſt, and the prophet Nathan, and Bensiah, 
who was captain of the guards, and Shimei, David's friend, 
with all the other moſt mighty men. Now Adonijah had 
prepared a ſupper out of the city, near the fountain that was 
in the King's paradiſe, and had invited all his brethren ex- 
cept Solomon, and had taken with him Jokb, the captain of 
the army, and Abiathar, and the rulers: of the tribe ef Ju- 
dah, but had not invited to this feaſt neitberx Zadok the high 
prieſt, nor Nathan the prophet, nor Benaiah, the captain of 
the guards, nor any of thoſe of the contrary party. This 
matter was told by Nathan the prophet to Bathſheba, Solo- 
mon's mother, that Adonijah was King, and that David 
knew nothing of it; and he adviſed her to ſave herſelf, and 

her 
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ber ſon Solomon, and to go by herſelf to David, and ſay to 


him, That“ he had indeed {worn that Solomon (ſhould reign 
[« after him, but that in the mean time, Adonijah had al- 


« ready taken the kingdom.” He ſaid, that he, the pro- 
phet himſelf, would come after her, and, when ſhe had ſpo- 
ken thus to the King, would confirm what ihe had ſaid. Ac- 
cordingly Bathſheba agreed with Nathan, and went in tothe 
King, and worſhipped him, and when ſhe had dehred leave 
to ſpeak with him, ſhe told himallthings in the manner that 
Nathan had ſuggeſted to her ; and related what a ſupper A- 
donijah had made, and who they were whom he had invi- 
ted, Abiathar the high prieſt, and Joab the general, and Da- 
vid's ſons, excepting Solomon, and his intimate friends. 
She alſo ſaid, That “all the people had their eyes upon him, 
* to know whom he would choole for their King.” She de- 
fired him alſo to confider, how, after his departure, Adom- 
jah, if be were King, would {lay her, and her ſon Solomon. 

5. Now as Bathſheba was ſpeaking, the keepers of the 
King's chambers told him, that Nathan defired to ſee him. 
And when the King had commanded that he ſhould be ad- 
mitted; he camg;jn, and aſked. him, whether he had ordain- 
ed Adonijah to be King, and delivered the government to 
him or not ? for that he had made a ſplendid —_ and in- 
vited; all. his ſons, except Solomon; as alſo that he had in- 
vited Joab, the captain of his hoſt, [and Abiathar the high 
prie(t}],,who are feaſting with applauſes, and many Goyfal 
ſounds; af inſtruments, and wiſh that his kingdom may laſt 
for ever z, but he hath not invited me, nor Zadok the high 
prieſt, nax Bengiah the captain of the guards; and it is but 


fit that all ſheuld know whether this be done, by thy appro- 


bation or not. When Nathan had ſaid thus, the King com- 
manded that they. ſhould gall Bathſheba to him, for he had 
gone Quit of che room when the, prophet came. And when 
Bathſhehs Mas come, Dayidfpid, “ I ſwear by Almighty 
„God, that thy ſop Solomon ſhall certainly be King, as 1 
fprmetzly ſwate, and that he ſhall ſit ypon my throne, and 
that, this vary day alſo.” Sg. Bathſheba worſhipped him, 
aud wiſhed him a long life: and the King ſent for Zadok 
the high prieſt, and Benaiah the gaptain of the guards; and 
when they were came, he ordered them to take with them 
Nathan the prophet, and all the armed men about the pa- 
lace, and to ſet his ſon _s the King's mule, and 

15 3 to 
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to carry him out of the city to the fountain called Gibos, 
and to anoint him there with the holy oil, and to make hin 
King, This he charged Zadok the high prieſt, and Nathan 
the prophet, to do; and commanded them to follow Sol. 
mon through the midſt of the city, and to ſound the trun. 
pets, and wiſh aloud, That © Solomon the King may fit upot 
the royal throne for ever,” that ſo all the people my 
know that he is ordained King by his father. He alſo gay: 
Solomon a charge concerning his government, to rule the 
whole nation of the Hebrews, and particularly the tribe 0 
Judah, religiouſly and righteouſly. And when Benaiah had 
prayed to God to be favourable to Solomon, without any 
delay, they ſet Solomon upon the mule, and brought hin 
out of the city to the fountain, and anointed him with the 
dil, and brought him into the city again, with acelamations 
and wiſhes. that his kingdom might continue a long time 
and when they had introduced him into the King's houſe, 
they ſet him upon the throne. Whereupon all the people 
betook themſelves to make merry, and to celebrate a felt} 
val, dancing, and delighting themſelves with muſical pipes, 
till both the earth and the air echoed with the multitude of 
the inſtruments of muſic. | 
6. Now when Adonijah and his gueſts perceived this 
noiſe, they were in diſorder; and Joab, the captain of the 
hoſt, faid, © He was not pleaſed with theſe echos, and the 
+ ſound of theſe trumpets.” And when ſupper was ſet be- 
fore them, nobody taſted of it, but they were all very 
thoughtful what ſhould be the matter. Then Jonathan, the 
lon of Abiathar the high prieſt, came running to them; and 
when Adonijah ſaw the young man gladly, and faid to him, 
that he was a good meſſenger, he declared to them the whole 
matter about Solomon, and the determination of King Da- 
vid: Hereupon both Adonijah and all his gueſts roſe haſtily 
from the feafl, and every one fled to their own homes. A- 
donijah alſo, as afraid of the King for what he had done, 
became a ſupplicant to God, and took hold of the horns of 
the altar, which were prominent. It was alſo told Solomon 
that he had ſo done; and that he defired to receive aſſuran- 
ces from him, that he would not remember the injury he had 
done, and not infli any ſevere puniſhment for it. Solomon 
anſwered very mildly and prudently, That he forgave him 
this his offence ; but ſaid withal, that if he were found 
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« out in any attempt for new innovations, that he would be 


the author of his own puniſhment.” So he ſent to him, 


and raiſed him up from the place of his ſupplicatlon. And 
when he was come to the King, and had worſhipped him, 
the King bid him go away to his owh houſe, and have no 
faſpicion of any harm; and deſired him to ſhew himſelf a 
worthy man, as what would tend to his own advantage. 

7. But David, being defirous of ordaining his ſon King 
of all the people, called together their rulers to Jeruſalem, 
with the-prieſts, and the Levites: and having firſt number- 
ed the Levites, he found them to be thirty-eight thouſand, 
from thirty years old to fifty; out of which he appointed 
twenty-three thouſand to take care of the building of the 
temple, and out-of the ſame, fix thouſand to be judges of the 
people, and ſcribes, four thouſand for porters to the houſe of 
God, and as many for fingers, to ſing to the inſtruments 
which David had prepared. as we have ſaid already, He 
divided them alſo into courſes; and when he had ſeparated 
the prieſts from them, he found of theſe prieſts twenty-four 
courles, fixteen of the houſe of Eleazar, and eight of that 
of Ithamar; and he ordained, that one courſe ſhould mini- 
ter to God eight days, from Sabbath to Sabbath. And thus 
were the — diſtributed by lot, in the preſence of David, 
and Zadok and Abiathar the high prieſts, and of all the ru- 
lers: and that courſe which came up firſt was written down 
as the firſt, and accordingly the ſecond, and fo on to tle 
twenty fourth: And this partition hath remained to this 
day. He alſo made twenty-four parts of the tribe of Levi; 
and when they caſt lots, they came up in the ſame manner 
for their courſes af eight days. He alſo honoured the po- 
ſterity of Moſes, and made them the keepers of the trea- 
lures of God, and of the donations which the kings dedi- 
cated, He alſo ordained, that all the tribe of Levi, as well 
as the prieſts, ſhould ſerve God night and day, as Moſes had 
cnjoined them. 1 41 

8. After this he parted the entire army into twelve parts, 
with their leaders, [and captains of hundreds], and com- 


manders. Now, every part had twenty-four thouſand, which 


were ordered to wait. on Solomon, by thirty days at a time, 
from the firſt day till the laſt, with the captains of thouſands, 
and captains of hundreds. He allo ſet rulers over every part, 
ſuch as he knew to be good and righteous men. He ſet others 

| alſo 
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to carry him out of the city to the fountain called Gibo, 
and to anoint him there with the holy oil, and to make hin 
King, This he charged Zadok the high prieſt, and Nathan 
the prophet, to do; and commanded them to follow Solo- 
mon through the midſt of the city, and to ſound the trun. 
pets, and wiſh aloud, That © Solomon the King may fit upo 
the royal throne for ever,” that ſo all the people may 
know that he is ordained King by his father. He allo gay 
Solomon a charge concerning his government, to rule the 
whole nation of the Hebrews, and particularly the tribe of 
Judah, religiouſly and righteouſly. And when Benaiah had 
prayed to God to be favourable to Solomon, without any 
delay, they ſet Solomon upon the mule, and brought hin 
out of the city to the fountain, and anointed him with the 
dil, and brought him into the city again, with acelamation: 
and wiſhes. that his kingdom might continue a long time: 
and when they had introduced him into the King's houſe, 
they ſet him upon the throne. Whereupon all the people 
betook themſelves to make merry, and to celebrate a felt. 
val, dancing, and delighting themſelves with muſical pipes, 
till both the earth and the air echoed with the multitude of 
the inſtruments of muſic. 

6. Now when Adonijah and his gueſts perceived this 
noiſe, they were in diſorder; and Joab, the captain of the 
hoſt, ſaid, He was not pleaſed with theſe echos, and the 
+ ſound of theſe trumpets.” And when ſupper was ſet be. 
fore them, nobody taſted of it, but they were all very 
thoughtful what ſhould-be the matter, Then Jonathan, the 
lon of Abiathar the high prieſt, came runding to them; and 
when Adonijah ſaw the young man gladly, and faid to him, 
that he was a good meſſenger, he declared to them the whole 
matter about Solomon, and the determination of King Da- 
vid: Hereupon both Adonijah and all his gueſts roſe haſtily 
from the feaſt, and every one fled to their own homes. A- 
donijah alſo, as afraid of the King for what he had done, 
became a ſupplicant to God, and took hold of the horns ot 
the altar, which were prominent. It was alſo told Solomon 
that he had ſo done; and that he defired to receive aſſuran- 

ces from him, that he would not remember the injury he had 
done, and not inflict any ſevere puniſhment for it. Solomon 
anſwered very mildly and prudently, That he forgave him 
this his offence ; but ſaid withal, that if he were found 
| : « out 
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« out in any attempt for new innovations, that he would be 


Cnar. XIV. 


the author of his own puniſhment.” So he ſent to him, 


and raiſed him up from the place of his ſupplicatlon. And 
when he was come to the King, and had worſhipped him, 
the King bid him go away to his own houſe, and have no 
faſpicion of any harm; and deſired him to ſhew himſelf a 
worthy man, as what would tend to his own advantage. 

7. But David, being defirous of ordaining his ſon King 
of all the- people, called together their rulers to Jeruſalem, 
with the prieſts, and the Levites: and having firſt number- 
ed the Levites, he found them to be thirty-eight thouſand, 
from thirty years old to fifty; out of which he appointed 
twenty-three thouſand to take care of the building of the 
temple, and out-of the ſame, fix thouſand to be judges of the 
people, and ſeribes, four thouſand for porters to the houſe of 
God, and as many for fingers, to fing to the inſtruments 
which David had prepared. as we have ſaid already. He 
divided them alſo into courſes, and when he had ſeparated 
the prieſts from them, he found of theſe prieſts twenty-four 
courles, ſixteen of the houſe of Eleazar, and eight of that 
of Ithamar; and he ordained, that one courſe ſhould mini- 
ſter to God eight days, from Sabbath to Sabbath. And thus 
were the 1 diſtributed by lot, in the preſence of David, 
and Zadok and Abiathar the high prieſts, and of all the ru- 
lers: and that courſe which came up firſt was written down 
as the firſt, and accordingly the ſecond, and fo on totle 
twenty-fourth : And this partition hath remained to this 
day. He alſo made twenty-four parts of the tribe of Levi ; 
and when they caſt lots, they came up in the ſame manner 
for their courſes af eight days. He alſo honoured the po- 
ſterity of Moſes, and made them the keepers of the trea- 
lures of God, and of the donations which the kings dedi- 
cated. He alſo ordained, that all the tribe of Levi, as well 
as the prieſts, ſhould ſerve God night and day, as Moſes had 
cnjoined them. 10 7 | 

8. After this he parted the entire army into twelve parts, 
with their leaders, [and captains of hundreds], and com- 


manders. Now, every part had twenty-four thouſand, which 


were ordered to wait, on Solomon, by thirty days at a time, 
from the firſt day till the laſt, with the captains of thouſands, 
and captains'of hundreds. He allo ſet rulers over every part, 
ſuch as he knew to be good and righteous men. He ſet others 
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alſo to take care of the treaſures; and of the villages, and a 
the fields, and of the beaſts, whoſe names I do not think it 
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neceſſary to mention. When David had ordered all theſe of. f his yo 
fices after the manner before mentioned, he called the ruler; che bu 
of the Hebrews, and their heads of tribes, and the officer, ingdom 
over the ſeveral diviſions, and thoſe that were appointed over Ne caly, * 
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every work, and every poſſeſſion; and Randing upon an high 
pulpit, he ſaid to the multitude as follows:“ My brethren, 
% and my people, I would have you know, that I intended 
„to build an houſe for God and prepared a large quantity 
* of gold, and an hundred thouſand talents of filver, but 
„God prohibited me by the prophet Nathan, becauſe of the 
« wars I had on your account, and becauſe my right. han 
+ was polluted with the flaughter of our enemies; but he 
*: commanded that my ſon, who was to ſucceed» me in the 
kingdom, ſhould build a temple for him. Now, therefore, 
„ fince you know that of the twelve ſons whom Jacob our 
„ forefather had, Judah was appointed to be King, and that 


I was preferred before my fix brethren, and received the rams, a 
government from God, and that none of them were une: ouſand 
y at it, ſo do 1 alſo defire that my ſons be not ſeditiousWone, he 


one againſt another, now Solomon has recetvedthe>king-Mecaſures 
dom, but to bear him cheerfully for their lord, as kno. ſhe care. 
— e God hath choſen him: for it is net a grie vou WM 10. U 
thing to obey even a foreigner as a ruler, if it be God cular d 
„will, but it is fit to rejoice when æ brother hath obtained Won of tl 
© that dignity, ſince the reſt partake of it with him. Andie began 
« pray that the promiſes of God may be fulfilled ; and that WM father 
this happinefs, which he hath promiſed to beſtow upon Kin; WM man ar 
Solomon, over all the country, may continue therein for mon, tl 
all time to come. And theſe promifes, O fon, will bei of its } 
e firm, and come to an happy end, if thou ſheweſt thyſelf to his ſon 
be a religious and à righteous man; and an obſerver of the people 
© laws of thy country; but if not, expect adverſity upon mind,: 
* thy diſobedience to them.” | I  Wommand 
9. Now when the King had ſaid this, he left off; but gave Wl fell d 
the deſcription and pattern of the / building of the -zemple; in Wio gave 
the ſight of them all, to Setomon?z:of the foundations, and Whey had 
of the chambers, inferior and ſuperior, how: many they. were e next 
to be, and how large in height and in breadthas alſo, he de- cks, an 
termined the weight of the golden and ſilver veſſels; more- rings, 
over, he earneſtly excited them with his words, rue the ſen thou 
utmol! 
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and of : moſt alacrity abont dhe work: he exhorted the rulers alſo, 
ok it Nd particularly the tribe of Levi, to aſſiſt him, both becauſe 
eſe of. his youth, and-becauſe God had choſen him to take care 
ruler; N the building of the temple, and of the government of the 


difcerg ingdom. He alſo declared to them that the work would 


d over Ne caly, and not very laborious to them, becauſe he had pre- 
n high Whared for it: many talents of gold, and more of ſilver, with 
thre, MWhmber, and a great many carpenters, and ſtone-cutters, and 
tended WF large quantity of emeralds, and all forts of precious ſtones: 
zantity Ned he ſaid, that even now he would give of the proper goods 
r, but f his own dominion two hundred talents, and three hundred 


of the ther talents of pure gold, for the moſt holy place, and for 
t hand Mie chariot of God, the cherubim, which are to ſtand over 
but he Mid cover the ark. Now, when David had done ſpeaking, 
in the Where appoared great alacrĩity among the rulers, and the prieſts, 
re fore hd the-L:evives/ who now. contributed, and made great and 
ob our Whlendid promiſes for a future contribution; for they under- 


id tha ok to bring of gold five thouſand talents, and ten thouſand 
ed the rams, and of ſilver, ten thouſand talents, and many ten 
> unca{Whouſand: talents of iron: And if any one had a precious 
ditiouWone, he brought it, and bequeathed it to be put among the 
king eaſures; of which ]ehiel, one of the poſterity of Moſes, had 


kno V. 


e Care. 0 


de vous 10. Upon this occafion all the people rejoiced, as in par- 
God's Micular did David, when he ſaw the zeal and forward ambi- 
tained Won of the rulers, and the prieſts, and of all the reſt ; and 


Andie began to bleſs God with a loud voice, © calling him the 
id that i father and parent of the univerſe, and the author of hu- 
n King man and divine things, with which he had adorned Solo- 
ein for WW mon, the patron. and guardian of the Hebrew nation, and 


vill be Bi of its happineſs, and af that kingdom which he hath given 
(elf to his ſon. Beſides this, he prayed for happineſs to all the 
of the people; and to Solomon his ſon, a ſound and a righteous 
upon mind, and confirmed in all ſorts.of virtue; and then he 
ommanded the multitude to bleſs God: upon which they 

Il fell down upon the ground, and worſhipped him. They 
Iſo gave thanks to David on account of all the bleſſings which 
ey had received ever ſince he had taken the kingdom. On 
he next day he preſented ſacrifices to God, a thouſand bul- 
ocks, and as many lambs, which they offered for burnt-of- 
rings, They alſo offered peace-offerings, and flew many 
n thouſand ſacrifices ; and the King feaſted all day, oy 
| | ther 
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ther with all the people; and they anointed Solomon a fe. the cap 
cond time with the oil, and appointed him to be King, avg WF £nvy: * 
Zadok to be the high prieſt of the whole multitude. An of Nex; 
when they had brought Solomon to the royal palace, ui avenge: 
had ſet him upon his father's throne, they were obedient u too har 
him from that day. | ; ' eſcaped 
- ſons of 

CHA P,.+ AV. me, thc 

Mat charge David gave to his fon Solomon, at the approat! | for we 
of his death; and huw many things he left him for the build. 9722 
ing of the temple. 1 

y I. LITTLE afterward David alſo fell into a diflempe, proach 
by reaſon of his age; and perceiving that he wa { Mahan 

near to death, he called his fon Solomon, and diſcourſed to: that he 
him thus: © I am now, O my ſon, going to my grave, andi or don 
* to my fathers, which is the common way which all ma W. 


k Out pa 
hom h. 
ſeventy n 
pron Os 
alem PV 
haracte 


* that now are, or ſhall be hereafter, muft go; from which 
* way it is no longer poſſible to return, and to know any 
thing that is done in this world: On which account I ex- 
hort thee, while I am ftill alive, though already very near 
* to death, in the ſame manner as I have formerly did in 
* my advice to thee, to be righteous towards thy ſabjed, 
&« and religious towards God, that hath given thee thy king. Nirable i: 
dom: to obſerve his commands, and his laws, which be", ft 
* hath ſent us by Moſes; and neither do thou out of favour fa Ver: 
nor flattery, allow any luſt or other paſſion to weigh with all, into 
** thee, to diſregard them; for if thou tranſgreſſeſt his laws, ung x] 
„thou wilt loſe the favour of God, and thou wilt turn away for then 
* his providence from thee in all things; but if thou behave Was 
„ thylelf ſo as it behoves thee, and as I exhort thee, thou | 
* wilt preſerve our kingdom to our family, and no other houſe | 
* will bear rule over the Hebrews but we ourſelves for all 1 
* ages. Be thou alſo mindful of the tranſgreſſions of * Joab, Though. 
| | * the Winder a 1 

5 | to death, 


* David is here greatly blamed by ſome for recommending Joab aud ed; and; 
Shimei to be puniſhed by Solomon, if he could find a proper occaſion, *gaDaſh 0 
after he had borne with the firſt a long while, and ſeemed to have par- tough I 
doned the other entirely, which Solomon executed accordingly : yet Ire in 
cannot diſcern any fault either in David or Solomon in theſe cafe WW the d 
Joab's murder of Abner and Amaſa were very barbarbus, and could mtelf 
not properly be forgiven either by David or Solomon; for a diſpenſing ther, * 
power in kiags for the crime of wilful murder is warranted by no law but him 

| . of Wobligatic 


K VH, 


na ſe. 
g, and 
And 
e, and 
ient ty 


Hroac! 


» build. 


emper, 

e Was 
ried to 
ve, and 
l men 
which 
o any 


U 1 Ex- 


7 near 
ald in 
tbjeds, 


y king- 


ich he 
favour 


h with 


s laws, 


n away 


behave 
„ thou 
r houſe 


for all 
* [oab, 
the 


oab and 
caſion, 
ave par- 
: yet | 
ſe calcs. 
d could 
ſpenſing 
no law 

ol 


Xv. THE JEWS. 143 


the captain of the hoſt, who hath lain two generals out of 
* envy; and thoſe righteous and good men, Abner the ſon 


1 


al Ner; and Amaſa the fon '6f Jether, whoſe death do thou 


avenge as hall ſeem good to thee, ſince Joab hath been 
too hard for me, and more potent than myſelf, and ſo hath 
eſcaped puniſhment hitherto. I alſo commit to thee the 
- ſons of Barzillai the Gileadite, whom, in order to gratify 
me, thou ſhalt have in great honour, and take great care of 
for we have not done good to him firſt, but we only repay 
that debt which we owe his father, for what he did to me 
in my flight. There is alſo Shimei the ſon of Gera, of 
* the tribe of Benjamin, who, after he had caſt many re- 
' proaches upon me, when, in my flight, I was going to 
* Mahanamm, met me at Jordan, and received aſſurances 
that he ſhould then fuffer nothing. Do thou now ſeek out 
for Jome juſt occafion, and punith him.” PI 

. When David had given theſe admonitions to his ſon 
bout, public affairs, and about his friends, and about thoſe 
hom he:knew to deſerve puniſhment, he died, having lived 


ſeventy years, and rei gned leven'years and ſix months in He, 
bron over the tribe o Judah, and thirty three Fears in Jexu-, 
alem over all the country. This mam was of an excellent 


haracter, and was endowed with all virtues that were de- 


ſrable ãm a King, and in one that had the prefer vation bf ſo 


any tribes oo ̊itted to him; for he was a man of vatour 
in a very, extraordinary degree, and went readily and firſt of 
Al into dangers when he was to fight for his ſubjects, as ex- 


citing the ſoldiers to action by his own labours, and fightin g 


for them, and not by commanding them in a deſpotic Way. 

was alſo of very great abilities in underſtanding, and ap- 
a1 | 27125 | 1 : prehenfion 
of God, nay is directly againſt it every where 5 nor is it, for certain, in 
the power of men to grant ſuch a, prerogatiye to any of their kings. 
Though Joab ws ſo nearly related to David, and ſo potent in the army 
under a warlike adminiſtration, that David durſt not himſelf put him 
to death, 2 Sam. iii. 39. and xix. 7. Shimei's curſing the Lord's anoint- 
ed,;and; this without any juſt cauſèe, was the hi belt act of treaſon 
ata; God, and his anoimted King, and juſtly deſerved death: and 
though David could forgive treaſon againſt himſelf, yet had he done no 
more in the caſe of Shimei than promiſed him, that he would not then, 
on the day of his return and relinaugurätion, or upon that occaſion, 
uimſelf put him to death, 2 Sam. xix. 22. and he ſwore to him no far- 
ter, u, Ag. as dhe words ate in Joſephus, than that he would not then 
put him to death, which be performed: nor was Solomon under any 
obligation to ſpare ſuch a traitor. 
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prehenſion of preſent and future circumſtances, when he vn 
to manage any affairs. He was prudent, and moderate, ay 
kind to ſuch as were under any calamities : he was righteoy, | 
and humane; which are good qualities peculiarly fit n 
kings: nor was he guilty of any offence in the exerciſe 9 
ſo great an authority, but in the buſineſs of the wife of Uriah, 
He alſo left behind him greater wealth than any other King 
either of the Hebrews, or of other nations, ever did. 
3. He was buried by his ſon Solomon, 1n Jeruſalem, with 
great magnificence, and withall the other funeral pomp which 
Kings uſe to be buried with: moreover, he had great and in 
menſe wealth buried with him, the vaſtneſs of whieh may be 
eaſily conjectured at by what I ſhall now fay ; for a thoy 
ſand and three hundred years afterward Hyrcanus the hig 
prieſt, when he was beſieged by Antiochus, that was calle( 
the Pious, the ſon of Demetrius, and was deſirous of giving 
him money to get him to raiſe the ſiege, and draw off his a 
my; and having no other method of compaſſing the money 
opened one room of David's ſepulehre, and took out thre 
thouſand talents, and gave part of that ſum to Antiochy 
and by this means cauſed the fiege to be raiſed, as we hay 
informed the reader elſewhere. Nay, after him, and that n 
ny years, Herod the King opened another room, and took 
away a great deal of money, and yet neither of them can 
at the coffins of the Kings themſelves, for their bodies wer 
buried under the earth ſo artfully, that they did not appeali throne 
to even thoſe that entered into their monuments. But tons t 
much ſhall ſuffice us to have ſaid concerning theſe matten ¶ ...- 1 ..; 
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f Uriah, Containing the Interval of 163 Years, 
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£ | Tron the Death of David to the Death of Anas.] 
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as calleſ To Solomon, when he had received the kingdom, took off his - 
t g1ving enemies, 
ff his uf 
mon 1. \ E have already treated of David, and his vir- 
ut thre W tus; and of the benefits he was the author 
tiochy ſn of to his countrymen; of his wars alſo, and 
we han battles which he managed with ſucceſs, and then died an old 
that n man, in the foregoing book. And when Solomon his ſon, 
nd tool cho was but a youth in age, had taken the kingdom, and 
em cans whom David had declared, while he was alive, the lord of 
ies wen tpat people, according to God's will: when he fat upon the 
t 2p Pea throne, the whole body of the people made joyful acclama- 
But tions to him: as is uſual at the beginning of a reign ; and 
Natl. wied that all his affairs might come to a bleſſed concluſion : 
and that he might arrive at a great age, and at the moſt hap- 
py ſtate of affairs poſſible. 3 
2. But Adonijah. who while his father was living, attempt- 
ed to gain poſſeſſion of the government, came to the King's 
mother Bathſheba, and ſaluted her with great civility; and 
when ſhe aſked him, whether he came to her as deſiring her 
aſſiſtance in any thing or not? and bid him tell her if that 
were the caſe, for that ſhe would cheerfully afford it him, he 
began to ſay, That © ſhe knew herſelf that the kingdom was 
OO) © his, both on account of his elder age, and of the diſpoſi- 


tion of the multitude, and that yet it was transferred to 
Solomon her ſon, according to the will of God. He alſo 
'* faid, that he was contented to be a ſervant under him, and 
was pleaſed*with the preſent ſettlement z but he deſireſt 
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* her to be a means of obtaining a favour from his brother 
* to him, and to perſuade him to beſtow on him in marriage 
*« Abiſhag, who had indeed ſlept by his father, but becauſe 
his father was too old he did not lie with her, and ſhe was 
* {till a virgin.“ So Bathſheba promiſed him to afford hin 
her aſſiſtance very earneſtly, and to bring this marriage about, 
becauſe the King would be willing to gratify him in ſuch a 
thing, and becauſe ſhe would preſs him to it very earnelly, 
Accordingly he went away in hopes of fucceedinginthis match, 
50 Solomon's mother went preſently to her ſon, to ſpeak to 
him about what ſhe had promiſed, upon Adonijah's ſupplica. 
tion to her, And when her ſon came forward to meet her, 
and embraced her, and when he had brought her into the 
houſe where his royal throne was ſet, he ſat thereon, and bid 
them ſet another throne on the right hand for his mother, 
When Bathſheba was ſet down. ſhe ſaid, © O my ſor grant 
e me one requeſt that I deſire of thee, and do not any thing 
* to me that is diſagreeable or ungrate ful, which thou wilt 
« do if thou demieſt me.” And when Solomon bid her to 
lay her commands upon him, becauſe it was agreeable to his 
duty to grant her.every thing ſhe ſhould aſk, and complained 
that ſhe did not at firſt begin her diſcourſe with a firm ex- 
pectation of obtaining what ſke deſired, but had ſome ſuſpi- 
cion of a denial, ſhe entreated him to grant, that his brother 
Adonijah might marry Abiſhag. 

3- But the King was greatly offended at theſe words, and 
ſent away his mother; and ſaid, That“ Adonijah aimed at 
„great things, and that he wondered that ſhe did not de- 
* fire him to yield up the kingdom to him, as to his elder 
brother, ſince ſhe deſired that he might marry Abiſliag; 
and that he had potent friends, Joab the captain of the 
* hoſt, and Abiathar the prieſt.” So he called for Benaiah, 
the captain of the guards, and ordered him to ſlay his bro- 
ther Adonijah. He allo called for Abiathar the prieſt, and 
ſaid to him,“ I will not put thee to death, becauſe of thoſe 
other hardſhips which thou haſt endured with my father, 
** and becauſe of the ark which thou haſt borne along with 
him, but I inflict this following puniſhment upon thee, be- 
« cauſe thou waſt among Adonijah's followers, and waſt of 
* his party. Do not thou continue here, nor come any more 
into my fight, but go to thine own town, and live on thy 
* own fields, and there abide all thy life, for thou haſt offend- 
ed ſo greatly, that it is not juſt that thou ſhouldeſt retain 
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« thy dignity any longer.” For the fore-mentioned cauſe 


therefore if was, that the houſe of Ithamar was deprived of 


the ſacerdotal dignity, as God had foretold to Eli, the grand- 
father of Abiathar. So it was transferred to the family of 
Phineas, to Zadok. Now thoſe that were of the family of 


E Phineas, but lived- privately during the time that the high 


prieſthood was transferred to the houſe of Ithamar, (of which 
family Eli was the firſt that received it), were theſe that fol- 
low : Bukki, the ſon of Abiſhua the high prieſt ; his ſon-was 
Joatham; Joatham's ſon was Meraioth ; Meraioth's ſon was 
Arophæus; Arophzus's ſon was Ahitub ; and Ahitub's fon 
was Zadok, who was firſt made high prieſt in the reign of 
David. 

4. Now when Joab the captain of the hoſt heard of the 
laughter of Adonijah, he was greatly afraid, for he was a 
greater friend to him than to Solomon; and ſuſpecting, not 
without reaſon, that he was in danger on account of his fa- 
your to Adonijah, he fled to the altar, and ſuppoſed he might 
procure ſafety thereby to himſelf, becauſe of the King's piety 
towards God. But when ſome told the King what Joab's 
ſuppoſal was, he ſent Benaiah, and commanded him to raiſe 
him up from the altar, and bring him to the judgment-ſeat, 
in order to make his defence. However, Joab ſaid, he would 
not leave the altar, but would die there, rather than m ano- 
ther place. And when Benaiah had reported his anſwer to 
the King, Solomon commanded him to“ cut off his head 
there, and let him take that as a puniſhment fqr thoſe two 
captains of the hoſt whom he had wickedly ſin, and to bury 
his body, that his fins might never leave his family, but 
that himſelf and his father, by Joab's death, might be guilt- 
leſs. And when Benaiah had done what he was commanded 
to do, he was himſelf appointed to be captain of the whole 
army. The King alſo made Zadok to be alone the high pricit 
ia the oom of Abiathar, whom he had removed. 

5. But as to Shimei, Solomon commanded that he ſhould 
build him an houſe, and ſtay at Jeruſalem, and attend upon 
him, and ſhould not have authority to go over the brook Ce: 
cron; and that if he diſobeyed that command, death 3 

N 2 E 


* This execution upon Joab, as a murderer, by ſlaying him, even 
when he had taken ſanctuary at God's altar, is perfectly agreeable to 
the law of Moſes, which enjoins, that if @ ma come preſumptuorſl y port 
his neighbour to flay him with guile, thou ſhalt take him fram mine altar 
that he die, Exod. xxi. 14. | | 


148 ANTIQUITIES OF Boos II. 


be his puniſhment. He alſo threatened him ſo terribly, that 


he compelled him to take an oath that he would obey. Ac. 


cordingly Shimei ſaid, That © he had reaſon to thank Solo. 

mon for giving him ſuch an injunction 3” and added an 
oath, that he would do as he bid him: and, leaving his own 
country, he made his abode in Jeruſalem. But three years 
afterwards, when he heard that two of his ſervants were run 
away from him, and were in Gath, he went for his ſervants 
In haſte and when he was come back with them, the King 
perceived it, and was much diſpleaſed that he had contemned 
his commands, and, what was more, had no regard to the 
oaths he had ſworn to God; ſo he called him, and fajd to him 
. Didſt not thou ſwear never to leave me, nor to go out of 
L this city to another? thou ſhalt not therefore eſcape puniſh- 
a ment for thy perjury, but I will puniſh thee, thou wicked 
5 wretch, both for this crime, and for thoſe wherewith thou 
a didſt abuſe my father when he was in his flight, that thou 
y mayſt know that wicked men gain nothing at laſt, although 
, they be not puniſhed immediately upon their unjuſt prati. 
1 bes, but that in all the time wherein they think themſelve; 
br ſecure, becauſe they have yet ſuffered nothing, their pu- 
a niſhment increaſes, and is heavier upon them, and that to 
2 greater degree than if they had been puniſhed immedi. 

ately upon the commiſſion of their crimes,” So Benaiab 
on the King's command, flew Shimei. | 


II. 


Concerning the wife of Solomon : concerning his wiſdom, and 
riches , and concerning what be obtained of Hiram for the 
building of the.temple. 


$ 1. Gorowen having already ſettled himſelf firmly in his 
; kingdom, and having brought his enemies to pu- 
niſhmEnt, he married the daughter of Pharaoh Kir- of E. 
gypt,and+ built the walls of Jeruſalem much larger and ſtrong· 
er than thoſe which had been before, and thence forward he 
managed public affairs very peaceably : Nor was, his youth 
any hindrance in the exerciſe of juſtice, ar in che obſerva- 
92 - tion 


} This building the walls of Jeruſalem, ſoon after David's death, il- 


Juſtrates the concluſion of the 53 iſt pſalm, where David prays, Bi, thou 
the walts of Jeruſalem, they being, it ſeems, unfiniſhed or imperfect at 
that time. See chap. vi. F 1. and ch. vii. { 7. alſo 1 Kings ix. 15. 


Caar. II. 


tion of the 


father had 
duty with 


8 {uch as are 
- ſolved to 


zen altar | 


; there burt 
f had done 


ſor as he 


and comn 


ready to 
aſked of 
Worth in 
Joy. and 
be did no 


N Ver, OCT al 


rally hav 
eſtœemed 
the beſt 
« ſound 1 
« ſneak © 
© gulneſ: 
and pron 
mentione 
mies; a 
this in f. 
nor ord1 
the king 
tinued r 
ther in 
heard t. 
and whe 
and afte 
cle, he 

2. In 
ment, v 
think it 
was, th: 
diſhcult 
concert 
for a p. 


bout ſu 


Caar, IT. THE JEWS. 149 


tion of the laws, or in the remembrance of what charges his | 
father had given him at his death, but he diſcharged every | 
duty with great accuracy that might have beenexpected from 


| * ſuch as are aged, and of the greateſt prudence. He now re- 
wn ſolved to go to Hebron, and ſacrifice to God upon the bra- 
arg zꝗ4n altar that was built by Moſes. Accordingly he offered 
run here burnt-offerings, in number a thouſand; and when he 
nts had done this, he thought he had paid great honour to God: 
ine bor as he was aſleep that very night, God appeared to him, 
3 and commanded him to alk of him ſome gifts which he was 
he ready to give him, as a reward for his piety. So Solomon 
m. aked of God what was moſt excellent, and of the greateit 
ot vorth in itſelf, what God would beſtow with the greateſt 


n. MW joy; and what it was molt profitable for man to receive ; for 
be did not deſire to have beſtowed upon him either gold or ſil- 


Me ver, or any other riches, as a man and a youth might natu- 
rally have done, for theſe are the things that generally are 


eicemed by moſt men, as alone of the greateit worth, and 


Ny the beſt gifts of God; but, ſaid he, Give me, O Lord, a 


a * ſound mind, and a good underſtanding, whereby I may 
wy * ſpeak and judge the people according to truth and righte- 
ta « oulneſs.” With theſe petitions God was well pleaſed ; 
7 and promiſed to give him all thoſe things that he had not 


h mentioned in his option, riches, glory, victory over his er e- 

: mies; and, in the firſt place, underſtanding and wiſdom, and 
this in ſuch a degree, as no other mortal man, neither kings 
nor ordinary perſons ever had. He alſo promiſed to preſerve 
the kingdom to his poſterity for a very long time, if he con- 
tinued righteous, and obedient to him, and imitated his fa- 
ther in thoſe things wherein he excelled. When Solomon 
heard this from God, he preſently leaped out of his bed ; 
and when he had worſhipped him, he returned to Jeruſalem, Wo 
and after he had offered great ſacrifices before the taberna- 1/4 
; cle, he feaſted all his own family. 

2. In theſe days an hard cauſe came before him in judg- 
ment, which it was very difficult to find any end of; and I 
k think it neceſſary to explain the fact, about which the conteſt | 
was, that ug light upon my writings may know what a " | 


difficult cauſe Solomon was to determine, and thoſe that are ; 


concerned in ſuch matters may take this ſagacity of the King's iF 
— for a pattern, that they may the more eaſily give ſentence a- ; 
5 bout ſuch queſtions. There were two women, who were 


N 3 haarlots 
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harlots in the courſe of their lives, that came to him; f ſee her fri 
whom (ſhe that ſeemed to be injured began to ſpeak ſirſt, a F oked on th 
laid, O King, I and this other woman dwell together uon of the k 
one room: Now it came to paſs that we both bore a ſv ttended to! 
* at the ſame hour of the ſame day. and on the third day this 3. Now it! 
« woman overlaid her ſon, and killed it, and then took yer the w] 
e ſon. out of my boſom, and removed him to herſelf, and «aim was U. 
+ I was afleep ſhe laid her dead ſon in my arms. Now, lerus: Ab! 
when, in the morning, I was deſirous to give the breaſt 10 1e region o 
* the child, I did not find my own, but ſaw the woman' Main was u 
dead child lying by me, for I conſidered it exactly, and found jerned all t 


it ſo to be. Hence it was that I demanded my ſon, and ilead, anc 
© when I could not obtain him, I have recourſe „my Lord, ton fenced 
* thy aſſiſtance; for ſince we were alone, and the was no: a!l Gali 
body there that could convict her, ſhe cares for nothing, bu daughter 
wr „ perleveres inthe Rout denial of the fact.“ When this wo- Hates had t 


'abor, and 
wer Jord: 
zhimei wa 


es had th 


man had told this her ſtory, the King aſked the other woman, 
what ſhe had to ſay in contradiction to that ſtory ? But when 
ſhe denied that ſhe had done what was charged upon her, 
and ſaid, that it was her child that was living, and that it 


was her antagoniſt's child that was dead, and when no one gain one { 
could de viſe what judgment could be given, and the whole es, and 
court were blind in their underſtanding, and could not tell ful increaſ 
how to find out this riddle, the King alone invented the fol. Nie cultiv: 
Jowing way how to diſcover it: He bade them bring in both and were 
the dead and the living child; and ſent one of his guards, beſides an 
and commanded him to fetch a ſword, and draw it, and to every one 
cut both the children into two pieces, that each of the wo- lands, and 
men might have half the living and half the dead child, been. 

Hereupon all the people privately laughed at the King, as 4. The 
no more than a youth, But in the mean time, ſhe that was land of 8 


the real mother of the living child cried out, that he ſhould the river 
not do ſo, but deliver that child to the other woman as her Not the, na 
own, for ſhe would be ſatisfied with the life of the child, and and t to hi 
with the ſight of it, although it were eſteemed: the other's 
child: but the other woman was ready to ſee the child divi- 
ded, and was deſirous moreover that the firſt woman ſhould be n ma 


tormented. When the King underſtood that both their wo ds 3 


proceeded from the truth of their paſhons, he adjudged the ¶ back from 
child to her that cried out to ſave it, for that ſhe was the real MW building t 
mother of it, and he condemned the ther asa wicked woman, i 52 conßd 
who had not only killed her own child, but was endeayouring 

to 
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p2ople at 
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o ſee her friend's child deſtroyed alſo. Now the multitude 
oked on this determination as a great ſign and demonſtra- 
on of the King's ſagacity and wildom : and after that day 
tended to him as to one that had a divine mind. | 
th 3. Now the captains of his armies, and officers appointed 
my WSvcr the whole country, were theſe: Over the lot of Eph- 
aim was Ures; over the toparchy of Bethlehem was Dio- 
lerus : Abinadab, who married Solomon's. daughter, had 
je region of Dora, and the ſea coaſt under him: The great 
lain was under Benaiah, the ſon of Achilus ; he alſo go- 
rerned all the country as far as Jordan; Gabarius ruled over 
and ilcad, and Gaulanitis, and had under him the ſixty great 
„to nd fenced cities [of Og]: Achinadab managed the affairs 
nor all Galilee, as far as Sidon; and had himſelf alſo married 
but daughter of Solomon's, whoſe name was Baſima: Bana- 
Wo- Rates had the ſea coaſt about Arce; as had Shaphat mouit 
abor, and Carmel, and [the lower] Galilee, as far as the 
hen ver jordan ; one man was appointed over all this country: 
himei was intruſted with the lot of Benjamin; and Gaba- 
tn es had the country beyond Jordan, over whom there was 
one gain one governor appointed. Now the people of the He- 


\ of 


ole bre us, and particularly the tribe of Judah, received a wonder- 


tell ful increaſe when they betook themſelves to huſbandry, and 
fol. the cultivation of their grounds; for as they enjoyed peace, 
oth end were not diſtracted with wars and troubles, and having 
rds, beſides an unbounded fruition of the moſt deſirable liberty, 


to every one was buſy in augmenting the product of their own . 
vo- lends, and making them worth more than they had formerly. 


i1d, been. | 


her of the nations. Now thele contributed to the King's table, 
ind and to his ſupper every day, thirty cori of fine flour, and 


T's ſixty- 
vi- | 
be It may not be amiſs to- compare the daily furniture of King Solo- 


3 mon's table, here ſet down, and x Kings iv. 22, 23. with the like daily 
] ſucniture of Nehemiah the governor's table, after the Jews were come 
he back from Babyhm: and to remember withal, that Nehemiah was now 
eal building the walls of Jeruſalem, and maintained more than uſual above 
an, 150 conſiderable men every day, and that, becauſe the nation was then 
nc err poor, at his own charges alſo, without laying any burden upon the 

8 people at all. New that which was prepared. for me daily was one tx, 

| „I 


, A 4. The King had alſo other rulers, who were over the 
was land of Syria, and of the Philiſtmes, which reached from 
uld the river Euphrates to Egypt, and theſe collected his tribvtes | 
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ſixty of meal; as alſo ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out a 
the paſtures, and an hundred fat lambs : all theſe were be 
fides what were taken by hunting, harts, and buffaloes, anal 
birds, and fiſhes, which were brought to the King by foreign, 
ers day by day. Solomon had alſo {o great a number of ch 
riots, that the ſtalls of his horſes for thoſe chariots were fox. 
ty thouſand; and beſides theſe he had twelve thouſand horſe. 
men, the one half of which waited upon the King in Jerußa. 
lem, and the reſt were diſperſed abroad, and dwelt in thi 
royal villages : But the fame officer who provided for the 
King his expences, ſupplied alſo the fodder for the horſe, 
oo ſtill carried it to the place where the King abode at that 
ime. 


5. Now the ſagacity and wiſdom which God had beſton. 


HA. 1 I. 
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ed on Solomon was ſo great, that he exceeded the ancients him no n 
inſomuch that he was no way inferior to the Egyptians, bo eing the i! 
are faid to have been beyond all men in underſtanding; nay, ar woul 
indeed. it is evident that their ſagacity was very much infer; Ne bad ſuch 
or to that of the King's. He alſo excelled and diſtinguiſhel ull of wate 
kimſelf in wiſdom above thoſe who were moſt eminent among" man, te 

the Hebrews at that time for ſhrewdneſs ; thoſe I mean. that 
were Ethan, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the ſons be Kill an 
of Mahol. He alſo compoſed books of Odes, and Song, MW ? for wh 
a thouſand and five, of Parables and Similitudes three thou. ef of Solo 
ſand: for he ſpake a parable upon every ſort of tree, from nd that th 
the hyſſop to the cedar; and in like manner alſo about bealts, Ms King \ 
about all forts of living creatures, whether upon the earth nder the | 
or in the ſeas, or in the air; for he was not unacquainted ceded to 
with any of their natures, nor omitted inquiries about them, . 5 was 
at S8olom 


but deſcribed them all like a philoſopher, and demonſtrated 
his exquiſite knowledge of their ſeveral properties. God al. 
fo enabled him to learn that {kill which “ expels demons, 

which 


lad of it, 


re ſtill exta 
; entirely di 
and fix choice ſheep : alſo fow!s avere prepared for me ; and once in ten Ne of Solo: 
days, tore of all forts of wine ; and yet for all this I required not the N Sd in h 
bread of the governor, becauſe the bondage was heavy upon this peopic, Wi roſane buf 
Neb. v. 18. See the whole context, ver. I4,---19. Nor did the governor's ad been dei 
uſual allowance of 40 ſhekels of ſilver a-day, ver. 15. amount to L. 5 a- Nad concubi 
day, nor to L. 1 800 a-year. Nor does it indeed appear, that under the Nasen hn 
Judges, or under Samuel the prophet, there was any ſuch public allow- Hecphus's i 


— 


ance to thoſe governors at all? 'Thoſe great charges upon the public, for .. 3.) ſeen 
maintaining courts, came in with kings, as God foretold they would, Wins. As f 
I Sam. viii.'11,---I8. | ' W:: 27. If 


* Some ; retꝛaded fragments of theſe books of conjuration of Salomon N. 0t = 
are 
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J hich is a ſcience uſeful and ſanative to men. He compo- 
nuch incantations allo by which diſtempers are alleviated. 
:: nd he left behind him the manner of uſing exoreiſms, by 
3, WS vich they drive any demons, ſo that they never return; 
to, d this method of cure is of great force unto this day; for 
klare ſeen a certain man of my own country, whoſe name 


as Eleazar, releaſing people that were demonigcal in the 
reſence of Veſpaſian, and his ſons, and his captains, and 


I hc whole multitude of his ſoldiers. 'The manner of the cure 
le; s this : he put a ring that had a root of one of thoſe ſorts 
b entioned by Solomon to the noſtrils of the demoniac, after 


hich he drew out the demon through his noſtrils; and when 
he man fell down immediately, he adjured him to return in- 

him no more, making ſtill mention of Solomon, and re- 
iting the incantations which he compoſed. And when E- 
zar would perſuade and demonſtrate to the ſpectators that 
e had ſuch a power, he let a little way off a cup or baſon 


nene of water, and commanded the demon, as he went out of 
dne e man, to overturn it, and thereby to let the ſpeQators 
er $20 that he bad left the man: and when this was done, 
om e ſkill and wiſdom of Solomon was ſhewed very manifeſt- 
ME for which reaſon it is that all men may know the vaſt- 
o. ess of Solomon's abilities, and how he was beloved of God, 
on ad that the extraordinary virtues of every kiud with which 


0; Wis King was endowed, may not be unknown to any people 
Nader the ſun; for this reaſon, I ſay, it is that we have pro- 
tea eeded to ſpeak fo largely of theſe matters. 3 
6. Moreover Hiram, King of Tyre, when he bad heard 
ted bat Solomon ſucceeded to his father's Kingdom, was very 
glad of it, for he was a friend of David's. Soche ſent am- 
| baſſadors 


Ire ſtill extant in Fabricius's Cad. Pſeudepigr, Vet. Teſt. p. 1054, tho! 
ertirely differ from Joſephns in this his ſuppoſal, that ſuch books and 
ten Nr of Solomon were parts of that ewifdom Which was imparted to him 


the Wy Sod in his younger days; they muſt rather have belonged to ſuch 
ple, Nane but curious arts, as we find mentioned Acts xix. 1320. and 
or's {Wii been derived from the idolatry and ſuperſtition oi his heathen wives 


a- Wil concubines in his old age, when he had forſaken God, aud God had 
the Norlaken him, and given Ee. up to demoniacal deluſions. Nor does 
w- WM oicphus's ſtrange account of the root Baara, (Ot the War, B. VIII. ch, 
for” . 3.) ſeem to be other than that of its magical uſe in ſuch conjura- 
11d, ions. As for the following hiſtory it contirms what Chriſt ſays, Matt. 

It. 27. 713 * Bel geb ul caſt oat demans, by whom do your ſons caſt 
101 Mc: out # | . =. 
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baſladors to him, and ſaluted him, and congratulated him , 
the preſent happy ſtate of his affairs. Upon which Solongd 
ſent. him an epiſtle, the contents of which here follow : 


SOLOMON to King Hiram : 


© Know thou that my father would have built a ter 
ple to God, but was hindered by wars, and continual es 
peditions, for he did not leave off to overthrow his en 
* mies till he made them all ſubje& to tribute: But I gip 
thanks to God for the peace I at preſent enjoy, and « 
that account I am at leiſure, and deſign to build an hoy 
* to God, for God foretold to my father that ſuch an hou 
* ſhould be built by me; wherefore I defire thee to ſei I found the 
** ſome of thy ſubjects with mine to mount Lebanon to H, to hav 
** down timber, for the Sidonians are more ſkilful than Des in 
* . 2 nts, ttangs t 

people in cutting of wood, As for wages to the heweſ . Ha terus, 
* of wood, I will pay whatſoever price thou ſhalt determine ler fort or 
Kix. 29. 
re driven int 
at this iſland 
Palteterus by 
led; and the 
that neck of 
er than a pe 
1411 about it. 
idon for ſor 


7. When Hiram had' read this epiſtle, he was pleaſe 
with it ; and wrote back this anſwer to Solomon : 


Hizam to King Solomon. 


It is fit to bleſs God, that he hath committed thy f. 
* ther's government to thee, who art a wiſe man, and en 


* dowed with all virtues. As for myſelf, I rejoice at M nanaffar, as 
condition thou art in, and will be ſubſervient to thee in lr ards cam 
* that thou ſendeſt to. me about ; for when by my ſubjects We" and wa 6 
have cut down many and large trees of cedar, and cypreW!'""< Pr9pn 
40 . | . | i. 4. Ezck. 
wood, I will ſend them to ſea, and will order my ſubjed xcbuchadn- 

* to make floats of them, and to ſail to what place ſoever ¶ Mili. 17, 1 
* thy country thou ſhalt deſire, and leave them there, aſte 4, 5, 14. Xx 
** which thy ſubjects may carry them to Jeruſalem : But 00 3 1 
thou take care to procure us corn for this timber, whic E there Bil 
we ſtand in need of, becauſe we inhabit + in an iſland.” Tyre itſelf 
8. Ib aner the G 

| ; : ; y: And tha 

* Theſe epiſtles of Solomon and Hiram are thoſe in 1 Kings v. 3--9M--xitnefs. th 
and, as enlarged, in 2 Chr. ii. 3---16. but here given us by Joſephus . 3 Sade] 
his own words. | bs of it or 
+ What Joſephus here puts into his copy of Hiram's epiſtle to Schon perhaps 
mon, and repeats afterwards, chap. v. g 3. that Tyre was now an /lanY. above wa 
13 not in any of the three other copies, viz. that of the Kings, Chroniaf according 
cles, or Euſebius ; nor is it any other, I ſuppoſe, than his own conjec Ros of ab 


t al] paraphraſe : inqui into this mat, f 
21a paraphraſe, for when I many years ago inquired into this ma ſpreading | 


der 


wap, II. 
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8. The copies of theſe epiſtles remain at this day, and 
- preſerved not only in our books, but among the 'Tyrians 
o, inſomuch that if any one would know the certainty a- 
ut them, he may deſire of the keepers of the public records 
Tvre to ſhew him them, and he will find what is there ſet 
wn to agree with what we have ſaid. I have ſaid ſo much 
t of a defire that my readers may know that we ſpeak no- 
ug but the truth, and do not compoſe an hiſtory out of 


N 0 


| e plauſible relations, which deceive men and plea e them 
200 the ſame time, nor attempt to avoid examination, nor de- 
d e men to believe us immediately; nor are we at liberty to 
z0ul depart 
hou! 

ſer. 1 found the Rate of this famous city, and of the iſland whereupon 
o cool, to have been very different at different times. The reſult of 
no duiries in this matter, with the addition of ſome later improve- 
| nts, ttands thus: That the beſt teſtimonies hereto relating imply, 
"WO: 1alaterus, or oldeſt Tyre, was no other than that moſt ancient 
Ine. er fort or city Tyre, ſituated on the continent, and mentioned in 


h. xix. 29. out of which the Canaanite or Phenician inhabitants 
re driven into a large iſland, that lay not far off in the ſea, by Joſhua: 
at this iſland was then joined to the continent at the preſent remains 
Palteterus by a neck of land over againſt Solomon's Ciſterns, till fo 
led; and the city's freſh water probably was carricd along in pipes 
that neck of land, and that this iſland was therefore in ſtrictneſs no 


y ſor than a peninſula, having v:/lages in its fields, Ezek. xxvi. 6. and 
den about it, Amos i. 10. and the city was not of ſo great reputation 


idon for ſome ages: That it was attacked both by ſca and land by 
manaſſar, as Joſephus informs us, Antiq. B. IX. ch. xiv. f 2. and 
ru ards came to be the metropolis of Phænicia, and was afterwards 
en and deſtroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, according to the numerous 
pre! pture prophecies thereto relating, Iſa. xxiii. Jer. xxVv. 22. xxvii. 3. 
. 4. Ezek. xxvi. xxvii. xxviii. That 70 years after that deſtruction 
ea Nebuchadnezzar this city was in ſome meaſure revived and rebuilt, 
er 08. xx1:i. 17, 18. but that, as the prophet Ezekiel had foretold, xxvi. 
aitefW4, 5, 14. xxvii. 34. the fea aroſe higher than before, till at laſt it 
it ucwed, not only the neck of land, but the main iſland or penin- 
a itſelf, and deſtroyed that old and famous city for ever: that, how- 
„.. there ſtill remained an adjoining ſmaller iſland, once connected to 
. | Tyre itſelf by Hiram, which was afterward inhabited; to which A- 
TheFander the Great, with incredible pains, raiſed a new bank or cauſe- 

y: And that it plainly appears from Maundrell, a moſt authentic 
3--/W&-witneſs, that the old large and famous city, on the original large 
aus nd, is now laid ſo generally under water, that ſcarce more than 40 
—_ of it, or rather of that adjoining ſmall iſland, remain at this day; 
„chat perhaps not above an hundredth part of the firſt iſland and city is 
Hau above water. This was foretold in the ſame prophecies of Ezekiel ; 
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* | according to them, as Mr. Maundrell diſtinctly obſerves, theſe poor 
"oY nains of old Tyre are now become like the top of a rock, a place for 


[dreading sf nets in the midſt of the ſea. 
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depart from ſpeaking truth, which is the proper commend, 
tion of an hiſtorian, and yet be blameleſs : But we infiit ay. 
on no admiſſion of what we ſay, unleſs we be able to mam. 
feſt its truth by demonſtration, and the ſtrongeſt voucher, 

9. Now King Solomon, as ſoon as this epiſtle of the Kin 


14. III. 


he temple, 
red and ty 
began to be 
of Hiram; 

of the temp 


of Tyre was brought him, commended the readineſs an; 2. Now 
good will he declared therein, and repayed him in what | temple v. 
defired, and ſent him yearly twenty thouſand cori of when long (tone 
and as many baths of oil: Now the bath is able to contanfWhele were 
ſeventywo ſextaries. He alſo ſent him the ſame meal Wali and a 
of wine. So the friendſhip between Hiram and Solomei ho be erect 
hereby increaſed more and more; and they ſwore to continuaſtain with 
it for ever. And the King appointed a tribute to be laid aments, v 
all the people, of thirty thouſand labourers, whoſe work Height of t 
rendered eaſy to them by prudently dividing it «mong then Ning deſig! 
for he made ten thouſand cut timber in mount Lebanon for rected its 
one month; and then to come home, and reſt two months height 
until the 50 when the other twenty thouſand had finiſheſ its breadth 
their taſk at the appointed time; and fo afterward it came i It, equal te 
paſs, that the firſt ten thouſand de te their work even the temple 


fourth month: and it was Adoram who was over this tribute to the caſt 
There were alſo of the ſtrangers who were left by David ple : its le 
who were to carry the ſtones, and other materials, ſeventyMit might a 
thouſand ; and of thoſe that cut the ſtones, eighty thouſand Mtwelve cul 
Of thele threes thouſand and three hundred were rulers ovWas an hunc 
the reſt. He alfo > enjoined them to cut out large ſtones {ofthe temple 
the foundations of the temple, and that they ſhould fit thenMtemple, by 
and unite them together in the mountain, and fo bring thee ber, and o 
to the city. This was done not only by our own countr through t 
workmen, but by thoſe workmen whom Hiram {ent ello, ther. Eve 
and the fa 

C-M-A PA there wer 


Of the building of the temple. in their n 


height eq 

3 I, GoLowow began to build the'temple in the fourth ve Part had 1 
of his reign, on the ſecond month, which the Mz Vor. I 
cedonians call Artemifius, and the Hebrews Jar, five hu #* Of the 
dred and ninety-two years after the Exodus out of Egypi the followi 
but after one thouſand and twenty years from Abraham' belonging { 
coming out of Meſopotamia into Canaan, and after the de AS 
luge one thouſand four hundred and forty years; and fron _ ey 


Adam the firſt man who was created, until Solomon bull it, and thi 
thY floor bene; 
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he temple, there had paſſed in all three thouſand one hun- 
Ired and two years. Now that year on which the temple 
began to be built, was already the eleventh year of the reign 
of Hiram; but from the building of Tyre, to the building 
of the temple, there had paſſed two hundred and forty years. 
2. Now therefore the King laid the foundations of the 
temple very deep in the ground, and the materials were 
rong (tones, and ſuch as would reſiſt the force of time: 
Shele were to unite themſelves with the earth, and become a 
alis and a ſure foundation for that ſuperſtructure which was 
o be erected over it: they were to be ſo ſtrong, in order to 
uſtain with eaſe thoſe vaſt ſuperſtructures, and precious or- 
aments, whoſe own weight was to be not leſs than the 
eight of thoſe other high and heavy buildings which the 
ling deſigned to be very ornamental and magnificent: they 
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n {erected its entire body quite up to the roof of white tone : 
nta ts height was ſixty cubits, and its length was the ſame, and 
iſbel its breadth twenty. There was another building erected over 


ne ui, equal to it in its meaſures; ſo that the entire altitude of 


ven the temple was an hundred and twenty cubits. Its front was 
butel to the eaſt. As to the porch, they built it before the tem- 
avid ple: its length was twenty cubits, and it was ſo ordered that 
-entyit might agree with the breadth of the houſe; and it had 
ſand twelve cubits in latitude, and its height was raiſed as high 
oveiſWas an hundred and twenty cubits. He alſo built round about 
s fol che temple thirty ſmall rooms, which might include the whole 


then 
the 
ntr) 
o. 


temple, by their cloſeneſs one to another, and by their num- 
ber, and outward poſition round it. He alſo made paſſages 
through them, that they might become into one through ano- 
ther. Every one of theſe + rooms had five cubits in breadth, 
and the ſame in length, but in height twenty. Above theſe 
there were other rooms, and others above them, equal both 
in their meaſures and number; ſo that theſe reached to an 
height equal to the lower part of the houſe; for the upper 
part had no buildings about it. 'The roof that was over the 
M. Vol. II. O houſe 


hun * Of the temple of Solomon, here deſcribed by Joſephus, in this and 
7 yt the following ſections of this chapter, ſee my deſcription of the temples 


yea 


lam 3 to this work, _ xiii. 

» de Theſe ſmall rooms, or ſide chambers, ſeem to have been, by Joſe- 
phus's deſcription, no leſs than 20 cubits high apiece, otherwiſe there 

tron muſt have been a large interval between one and the other that was over 

bull it, and this with double floors, the one of ſix cubits diſtance from the 


th for beneath it, as 1 Kings vi. 5, 


158 ANTIQUITIES OF Boos v. 111. 


herubims o 
zre cubits: 

« far as five 
rom each o 
zuthern wa 
rn: their 

covering | 
ody can tel 
herubims. 

f gold; ar 
greeable t 
readth twi 


houſe was of cedar ; and truly every one of theſe rooms hal 
a roof of their own, that was not connected with the other! 
rooms; but for the other parts, there was a covered roc 
common to them all, and built with very long beams, thy 
paſſed through the reſt, and through the whole building, thy 
io the middle walls being ſtrengthened by the ſame beams 9 
timber, might be thereby made firmer: but as for that part a 
the roof that was under the beams, it was made of the ſam 
materials, and was all made ſmooth, and had ornaments pry. 
per. for roofs, and plates of gold nailed upon them: And u 
he incloſed the walls with boards of cedar, fo he fixed o 
them plates of gold, which had ſculptures upon them, ſo tha 


the whole temple ſhined, and dazzled the eyes of ſuch und, to [ay 
entered, by the ſplendor of the gold that was on every f either int. 
of them. Now the whole ſtructure of the temple was mad Hold. He 
with great ſkill, of poliſhed ftones, and thoſe laid tagetherſn2nner as 
ſo very harmoniouſly and ſmoothly, that there appeared tofffW0!y place 
the ſpectators no ſign of any hammer, or other inſtrument ofWo:t- 

architecture, but as if, without any uſe of them, the entire 4. Now 
materials had naturally united themſelves together, that the ame was [ 
agreement of one part with another ſeemed rather to haven the me 
been natural, than to have ariſen from the force of tools up. ather was 


on them. The King alſo had a fine contrivance for an s {kilful 
cent to the upper room over the temple, and that was byſſorking ir 
ſteps in the thickneſs of its wall; for it had no large door on ll the me. 
the eaſt end, as the lower houſe had, but the entrances were ill of Sol 
by the ſides through very ſmall doors. He alfo overlaid the Wow | pillar 
temple both within and without with boards of cedar, tha tie bra 
were kept cloſe together by thick chains, ſo that this con- illars was 
trivance was in the nature of a ſupport and a ſtrength to the Hubits; bi 


buildin g. zork that 


Now when the King had divided the temple into twoWpits, rounc 
parts, he made the inner houſe of twenty cubits [every way] Rall palm 
to be the moſt ſecret chamber, but he appointed that of forty 
cubits to be the fanQtuary : and when he had cut a door 
place out of the wall, he put therein doors of cedar, and IM. * Joſeph 
overlaid them with a great deal-of gold, that had ſculptures Hp _— 
upon it. He alſo had veils of blue, and purple, and ſcarlet, Mc:er1ai4 wi 
and the brighteſt and ſofteſt linen, with the moſt curious {Wibe numbe! 
flowers wrought upon them, which were to be drawn before Ae. 
thoſe doors. He alſo dedicated for the moſt ſecret place, 3 3 
Whoſe breadth was twenty cubits, and length the ſame, two Wer. 1 6s. 


cherubim Wnilcs of arc 
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herubims of * ſolid gold; the height of each of them was 
Ive cubits: they had each of them two wings ſtretched out 
; far as five cubits; wherefore Solomon ſet them up not far 


tha rom each other, that with one wing they might touch the 
tha uthern wall of the ſecret place, and with another the north- 


rn: their other wings, which joined to each other, were 
covering to the ark, which was ſet between them : But no 
fam ody can tell, or even conjecture, what was the ſhape of theſe 


pro. herubims. He alſo laid the floor of the temple with plates 
df gold; and he added doors to the gate of the temple, 


d ooff@grecable to the meaſure of the height of the wall, but in 
thafWrcadth twenty cubits, and on them he glewed gold plates. 
h And, to lay all in one word, he left no part of the temple, 
ſice either internal, nor external, but what was covered with 
nad old. He alſo had curtains drawn over theſe doors, in like 


anner as they are drawn over the inner doors of the moſt 


ort. 

4. Now Solomon ſent for an artificer out of Tyre, whoſe 
name was Hiram: He was by birth of the tribe of Naphtali, 
pn the mother's fide, (for ſhe was of that tribe), but his 
ather was Ur, of the ſtock of the Ifraclites. This man 
as ſkilful. in all forts of work; but his chief fill lay in 
orking in gold, and filver, and braſs, by whom were made 


vill of Solomon, Moreover, this Hiram made + two [ hol- 
ow] pillars, whoſe outfides were of braſs, and the thickneſs 
that the braſs was four fingers breadth, and the height of the 
-on-M'illars was eighteen cubits, and their circumference twelve 
the NRubits; but there was caſt with each of their chapiters lilly 

ork that ſtood upon the pillar, and it was elevated five cu- 
two its, round about which there was net-work interwoven with 
2y | nall palms, made of braſs, and covered the lilly work, To 
YIty O2 this 


and MW. * Jofepbus ſays here that the cherubims were of ſolid gold, and only 
fve cubits high, while our Hebrew copies, I Kings vi. 23, 28, ſay they 
were of the olive tree, and the LXXII. of the cypreſs tree, and only 
let, Mc:eriaid with gold; and both agree they were 10 cubits high. I ſuppoſe 
ous he number is here ſafely tranſcribed, and that Joſephus wrote ten cubits 
ore Ao. 


de no more than 18 cubits, as here, and 1 Kings vii. 15. 2 Kings xxv. 17. 
Jer. Iii. 21. thoſe 35 cubits in 2 Chr. iii. 15. being contrary to all the 
0s i rules of architecture in the world. 


oly place; but the porch of the temple had nothing of that 


i! the mechanical works about the temple, according to the 


As for theſe two famous pillars, Fachiz and Boca, their height could 
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this alſo were hung two hundred pomegranates, in two row, 
the one of theſe pillars he ſet at the entrance of the porch on 
the right hand, and called it Jachin, and the other at th, | 
left hand. and called it Boos. 

5. Solomon alſo caſt a brazen ſea, whoſe figure was thy 
of an hemiſphere : this brazen veſſel was called a ſea for iy 
largeneſs, for the laver was ten feet in diameter, and cat d 
the thickneſs of a palm: Its middle part reſted on a ſhon 
pillar, that had ten ſpirals round it; and that pillar was te 
cubits in diameter, There ſtood raund about it twelve oxen, 
that looked to the four winds of heaven, three to each wind, 
having their hinder parts depreſſed, that ſo the hemiſpherial 
veſſel might reſt upon them, which itſelf was alſo depreſle 
round about inwardly. Now this ſea contained three thou 
fand baths. 

6. He alſo made ten brazen baſes for ſo many quadran. 
gular layers: the length of every one of theſe baſes was five 
cubits, and the breadth four cubits, and the height fix cy. 
bits. This veſſel was partly turned, and was thus contrived: 
There were four ſmall quadrangular pillars that ſtood one at 
each corner, theſe had the fides of the baſe fitted to them on 
each quarter; they were parted into three parts: every in- 
terval had a border fitted to ſupport [the laver]; upon which 
was engraven, in one place a lion, and in another place z 
bull, and an eagle. The ſmall pillars had the ſame animal 
engraven that were engraven on the ſides. The whole work 
was elevated, and ſtood upon four wheels, which were allo 
caſt, which had alſo naves and felloes, and were a foot and 
an half in diameter. Any one who ſaw the ſpokes of the 
wheels, how exactly they were turned, and united to the 
ſides of the baſes, and with what harmony they agreed to the 
felloes, would wonder at them. However, their ſtructure 
was this: Certain ſhoulders of hands ſtretched out held the 
corners above, upon which reſted a ſhort ſpiral pillar, that lay 
under the hollow part of the laver, reſting upon the fore-teet 
cf the eagle and the lion, which were adapted to them, in- 
ſomuch that thoſe who viewed them would think they were 
of one piece: between theſe were engravings of palm trees, 
This was the conſtructien of the ten baſes. He alſo made 


ten large round braſs veſſels, which were the lavers them- 
ſelves, each of which contained + forty baths ; for it had its 
| height 


The round or cylindrical lavers of four cubits in diameter, and fout 
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eight four cubits, and its edges were as much diſtant from 
ach other. He alſo placed theſe lavers upon the ten baſes 
hat were called Mechonoth; and he ſet five of the lavers on 
he“ left fide of the temple, which was that ſide towards 
he north wind, and as many on the right ſide, towards the 
uth, but looking towards the eaſt; The ſame [eaſtern] 
ay he alſo ſet the ſea, Now, he appointed the ſea to be 
br waſhing the hands and the feet of the prieſts, when they 
tered into the temple, and were to aſcend the altar, but 
he lavers to cleanſe the entrails of the beaſts that were to 
Wc burnt-offerings, with their feet alſo. 

7. He alſo made a brazen altar, whoſe length was twenty 
ubits, and its breadth the ſame, and its height ten, for the 
hurnt:offerings. . He alſo made all its veſſels of braſs, the 
dots, and the ſhovels, and the baſons, and beſides theſe, the 
auffers, and the tongs, and all its other veſſels, he made of 
five rals, and ſuch bras as was in ſplendor and beauty like 
gold. The King alſo dedicated a great number of tables, 
= I. dut one that was large and made of gold, upon which they 
"Wt the loaves of God; and he made ten thouſand more that 
eſembled them, but were done after another manner, upon 
hich lay the vials, and the cups: thoſe of gold were twen- 
y thouſand ; thoſe of filver were forty thouſand. He alſo 
made ten thouſand candleſticks, according to the command 
of Moſes, one of which he dedicated for the temple, that it 
might burn in the day-time, according to the law; and one 


ork 4 X 

"6 able with loaves upon it, on the north fide of the temple, 
and Q 3 over 
4 in height, both in our copies, 1 Kings vii. 38, 39. and here in Joſephus, 


mu? have contained a great deal more than the 40 baths, which are 
the alxays aſſigned them. Where the error lies is hard to ſay: Perhafs 
ure W./0!-phus honeſtly followed his copies here, thouglt they had been cor- 
the upted, and he was not able to reſtore the true reading. In the mean 
time, theſe 40 baths are probably the true quantity contained in each 
laver, fince they went upon wheels, and were to be drawn by the Le- 
feet MW rites about the courts of the prieſts, for the waſhings they were deſigu- 
in- Ned for; and had they held much more, they would have been too heavy 
to have been ſo drawn. 
Here Joſephus gives us a key to his own language, of right and left 
hand in the tabernacle and temple, that by the right hand he means 


ade ¶ what is againſt our left, when we ſuppoſe ourſelves going up from the 


m- eaſt gates of the courts towards the tabernacle or temple themſelves, 
its nd fo vice werſa; whence it follows, that the pillar Jachin, on the 


30% on the north, againſt our right hand. 
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right hand of the temple, was on the ſouth, againſt our left hand, aud . 
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over againſt the candleſtick ; for this he ſet on the ſouth 
ſide, but the golden altar ſtood between them. All these 


veſſels were contained in that part of the holy houſe, which | 


was forty cubits long, and were before the vail of that mys 
ſecret place wherein the ark was to be ſet. 

8. The King alfo made pouring veſſels, in number eighty 
thouſand, and an hundred thouſand golden vials, and twicy 
as many ſii ver vials: Of golden diſhes, in order therein ty 
offer kneaded fine flour at the altar, there were eighty thou. 
ſand, and twice as many of ſilver. Of large baſons alſy, 
wherein they mixed fine flour with oil, fixty thouſand of gold, 
and twice as many of filver. Of the meaſures like thoſe 
which Moſes called the Hin, and the Maron, | a tenth deal], 
there were twenty thouſand of gold, and twice as many o 
filver. The golden cenſers, in which they carried the in. 
cenſe to the altar, were twenty thouſand : The other cenſer, 
in which they carried fire from the great altar to the little 
altar, within the temple, were fifty thouſand. The ſacerdotal 
garments, which belonged to the high prieſt, with the long 
robes, and the oracle, and the precious ſtones, were a thou- 
ſand. But the “ crown, upon which Moſes wrote | the 
name of] Gop, was only one, and hath remained to thi 
very day. He alſo made ten thouſand ſacerdotal garments 
of fine linen, with purple girdles, for every prieſt ; and 
two hundred thouſand trumpets, according to the command 
of Moſes: Alſo two hundred thouſand garments of fine 
linen for the fingers, that were Levites. And he made mu- 
fical inſtruments, and ſuch as were invented for ſinging of 
hymns, called Nablæ and Cinyræ, [pſalteries and harps], 
Mig were made of electrum, [the fineſt braſs], forty thou- 

and. 

9. Solomon made all theſe things for the honour of God, 
with great variety and magnificence, ſparing no coſt, but uſing 
all poſſible liberality in adorning the temple : and thelc 
things he dedicated to the treaſures of God. He alſo placed 
a partition round about the temple, which in our tongue ve 
call G:/on, but it is called Thrigcos by the Greeks, and be 
raiſed it up to the height of three cubits ; and it was for the 
excluſion of the multitude from coming into the temple, and 

ſhewing 


* Of the golden plate on the high prieſt's forehead that was in being 
in the days of Joſephus, and a century or two at leaſt later, ſee the 
nose on Antiq. B. III. ch. vii. $ 6. vel. I. | 
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Pewing that it was a place that was free and open only for 
She prieſts, He allo built beyond this court a temple, whoſe 
WE cure was that of a quadrangle, and erected for it great and 
& road cloiſters: this was entered into by very high gates, 
Tach of which had its front expoſed to one of the | four] 
Kinds, and were ſhut by golden doors. Inte this temple all 
Hie people entered that were diſtinguiſhed from the reſt by be- 
$ag pure, and obſervant of the laws. But he made that temple 
Frhich was beyond this a wonderful one indeed, and ſuch as 
xceeds all deſcription in words; nay, if I may ſo ſay, is hard- 


old, Wy believed upon fight : for when he had filled up great val- 
hoſe Mleys wich earth, which, on account of their immenſe depth, 


ould not be looked on, when you bended down to ſee them, 
ithout pain, and had elevated the ground four hundred cu- 
bits, he made it to be on a level with the top of the moun- 
tain, on which the temple was built, and by this means the 
outmoſt temple, which was expoſed to the air, was * even 
with the temple itſelf. He encompaſſed this alſo with a build- 
ing of a double row of cloiſters, which ſtood on high upon 
pillars of native ſtone, while the roofs were of cedar, and 
[the ere poliſhed in a manner proper for ſuch high roofs, but 
tho ke made all the doors of this temple of filyer. 


ents 

and CAP. IVC 

and How Solomon removed the ark into the temple 5 how he made 
fine ſupplication to God, and offered public ſacrifices to bim. 

mu. 

g of \ 1, WW ev King Solomon had finiſhed theſe works, theſe 
ps] large and beautiful buildings, and had laid up 


10u-Bf his donations in the temple, and all this in the interval of + 
ſeyen years, and had given a demonſtration of his riches ard 


* alacrity 
ſing 
hele * When Joſephus here ſays, that the floor of the outmoſt temple, or 


\ced I court of the Gentiles, was with vaſt labour raiſed to be even, or of egual 
e eight with the floor of the inner, or court of the prieſts, he muſt mean 
| 4+: this in a groſs eſtimation only, for he and all others agree, that the inner 

* WH temple, or court of the prieſts, was a few cubits more elevated than the 
the middle court, the court of Iſrael, and. that much more was the court of 
and the prieſts elevated ſeveral cubits above that outmoſt court, ſince the 
-ino WW court of Ifrael was lower than the one, and higher than the other. 

* + The Septuagint ſay, that they prepared timber aud ſtones to build the 
eing Wl tenpble for three years, 1 Kings v. 18. and although neither our preſent 
the Hebrew copy, nor. Joſephus, directly name that number of ar 

1 — d 
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alacrity therein, inſomuch that any one who ſaw it would 
have thought it muſt have been an immenſe time ere it could 
have been finiſhed ; and [would be ſurpriſed] that fo mu | 
ſhould be finithed in ſo ſhort a time; ſhort, I mean, if con 

pared with the greatneſs of the work: he alſo ce to * 
rulers and elders of the Hebrews, and ordered all the peo. 
ple to gather themſelves together to Jeruſalem, both to ſee 
the teraple which he had built, and to remove the ark of Go 
into it: And when this invitation of the whole body of the 
people to corne to Jeruſalem was every where carried abroad 
it was the ſeventh month before they came together; which 
month 13 by our countrymen called Thiſri, but by the Ma. 
cedonians Hyperbereteus, The feaſt of tabernacles happen. 
ed to fall at the ſame time, which was celebrated by the He. 
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brews as a moſt holy and moſt eminent feaſt. So pd put the 
ried the ark, and-the tabernacle which Moſes yer br EINE 
and all the veſſels that were for miniſtration, to the ſacrifice hout the 1 
of God, and“ removed them to the temple. The King him. loud and 
ſelf, and all the people, and the Levites, went before, ren - into tt 
dering the ground moilt with ſacrifices, and drink-offerin emperate, 
and the bload of a great number.of oblations, 1 Finter ſealc 
immenſe quantity.of incenſe, and this till the veryair itſelf eve- ould not 
ry where round about was ſo full of theſe odours, that it met rr 
in a moſt agreeable manner, perſons at a great diſtance, and — 
was an indication of God's preſence, and, as men's o 3 abernacle 
was, of his habitation with them in this newly built = con- rt mer 
uch word 


ſecrated place, for they did not grow weary eithe 

hymns, or of dancing, until eee * OOTY = yu 
in this manner did they carry the ark. But when they ſhould . haſt an 
transfer it into the moſt ſecret place, the reſt of the multitude WW: N 
went away, and only thoſe priefts that carried it ſet it between | v 2 tl 
the two cherubims, which embracing it with their wings, for which t 


limits. 
- ſo 


name, 


do they both ſay the building itſelf did not begin till Solomon's fourth $ lacred ( 
ary L — both ſpeak of the preparation of materials before hand, * air, and 
Ln FS En LAG AAS e 
n x „ but we are to (6 

have been the juſt time of the preparation, as I r T when t 
puratien of the expence in building that temple. 7 when 1 
5 3 2 removal of the ark from mount Sion to mount Moriah; the car 
nbd. ance of almoft three quarters of a mile, confutes that notion of them al 

modern Jews, and followed by many Chriſtians alſo, as if thoſe tw homie! 
were after a ſort one and the ſame mountain, for which there i gon COP themie 
very little foundation. | for which there 15, I think, he had tl 


/ 
j 
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were they framed by the artificer, they covered it as un- 
er a tent or a cupola. Now the ark contained nothing elſe 


* ut thoſe two tables of ſtone that preſerved the ten com- 
5 þ andments, which God ſpake to Moſes in Mount Sinai, and 
e 


hich were engraved upon them : But they ſet the candle- 
ick, and table, and the golden altar, in the temple, before 
he molt ſecret place, in the very ſame places wherein they 
ood till that time in the tabernacle. So they offered up the 


4 aily ſacrifices: But for the brazen altar, Solomon ſet it be- 
hick ore the temple, over againſt the door, that when the door 
M as opened, it might be expoſed to ſight, and the ſacred ſo- 
© Wh mnitics, and the richneſs of the ſacrifice, might be thence 
He zen: and all the reſt of the veſſels they gathered together, 


nd put them within the temple. 

2. Now as ſoon as the prieſts had put all things in order 
bout the ark, and were gone out, there came down a thick 
loud and ſtood there, and ſpread itſelf, after a gentle man- 
er, into the temple, ſuch a cloud it was as was diffuſed, and 
emperate, not ſuch a rough one as we ſee full of rain in the 
inter ſeaſon. This cloud ſo darkened the place, that one prieſt 
ould not diſcern another, but it afforded to the minds of all 
z viſible image, and glorious appearance of God's having de- 
cended into this temple, and ofhis having gladly pitched his 
abernacle therein. So theſe men were intent upon this thought. 


* But Solomon roſe up, (for he was ſitting before), and uſed 
"1 Wuch words to God as he. thought agreeable to the divine na- 
* ure to receive, and fit for him to give: For he ſaid, © Thou 


* haſt an eternal houſe, O Lord, and ſuch an one as thou haſt 


„ created for thyſelf out of thine own works; we know it 
1 to be the heaven and the air, and the earth, and the ſea, 


0 uhich thou pervadeſt, nor art thou contained within their 
"WW" limits. I have indeed built this temple to thee, and thy 
name, that from thence when we ſacrifice, and perform 
* ſacred operations, we may ſend our prayers up into the 
nd, air, and may conſtantly believe that thou art preſent, 
fore “ and art not remote from what is thine own; for neither 
sto “ when thou ſeeſt all things, and heareſt all things, nor now, 
"WH when it pleaſes thee to dwell here, doſt thou leave off 
ah? the care of all men, but rather thou art very near to 
of MW themall, but eſpecially thou art preſent to thofe that addreſs 
% themſelves to thee, whether by night or by day.” When 
ok, he had thus ſolemnly addreſſed himſelfto God, he converted 


bbs 
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his diſcourſe to the multitude, and ſtrongly repreſented the 

power and providence of God to them; how he had ſhewe 

all things that were to come to paſs to David his father, gf 
many of thoſe things had already come to paſs, and the re 

would certainly come to paſs hereafter ; and how he had gi, 

ven him his name, and told to David what he ſhould be ca. 

led before he was born; and foretold, that when he ſhoul 
be King, after his father's death, he ſhould build him a tem, 
ple, which fince they ſaw accompliſhed according to his pre. 
diction, he required them to bleſs God, and by believing 
him, from the fight of what they had ſeen accompliſhed, ne. 
ver to deſpair of any thing that he had promiſed for the fu. 
ture, in order to their happineſs, or ſuſpe& that it would na 
come to pals. 

3. When the King had thus diſcourſed to the multitude, 
he looked again towards the temple, and lifting up his right 
hand to the multitude, he faid, It is not poſſible by what 
* men can do to return ſufficient thanks to God for his de. 
„ nefits beſto ved upon them, for the Deity ftands in need 
of nothing, and is above any ſuck requital : but ſo far i 
* we have been made ſuperior, O Lord, to other animals 
by thee, it becomes us to bleſs thy majeſty, and it is re- 
* ceſlary for us to return thee thanks for what thou haſt be. 
„ {towed upon our houſe, and on the Hebrew people; for 
* with what other inftrument can we better appeaſe thee, 
++ when thou art angry at us, or more properly preferve thy 
6 favour, than with our voice? which, as we have it from 
the air, ſo do we know that by that air it aſcends upward: 
« [towards thee]. I therefore ought myſelf to return thee 
„thanks thereby, in the firſt place, concerning my father, 
* whom thou haſt raiſed from obſcurity unto ſo great joy 


and in the next place, concerning myſelf, fince thou haf 
performed all that thou haſt promiſed unto this very day. 
And I beſeech thee, for the time to come, to afford us 
7 whatſoever thou, O God, haſt power to beſtow on ſuch 
1 40 thou doſt eſteem; and to augment our houſe for all ages, 
17 2s thou haſt promiſed to David my father to do, both in 
: his lifetime, and at his death, that our kingdom ſhall con. 
tinue, and that his poſterity ſhould ſucceſſively receive it 
to ten thouſand generations. Do not thou therefore fail 
to give us theſe bleſſings, and to beſtow on my children 
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„that virtue in which thou delighteſt. And beſides all this. Wavourab! 
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[ humbly beſeech thee that thou wilt let ſome portion of 
thy ſpirit come down and inhabit in this temple, that thou 
mayſt appear to be with us upon earth As to thyſelf, 
the entire heavens, and the immenſity of the things that 
are therein, are but a {mall habitation for thee, much more 
is this poor temple ſo; but I entreat thee to keep it as thine 
own houſe, from being deſtroyed by our enemies for ever, 
and to take care of it as thine own poſſeſſien : But if this 
people be found to have ſinned, and be thereupon afflict- 
ed by thee with auy plague, becauſe of their fin, as with 
dearth, or peſtilence, or any other affliction which thou 
uſeſl to inflict on thoſe that tranſgreſs any of thy holy laws, 
and if they fly all of them to this temple, beſeeching thee, 
and begging of thee to deliver them, then do thou hear 
ace, WS their prayers, as being within thine houſe, and have mercy 
gu upon them, and deliver them from their afflictions; nay, 
what moreover, this help is what I implore of thee, not for the 


de. Hebrews only, when they are in diſtreſs, but when any 
nee0 mall come hither from any ends of the world whatſoever, 
ar and (hall return from their ſins, and implore thy pardon, 
mal do thou then pardon them, and hear their prayer. For, 
5 be. hereby all ſhall learn that thou thyſelf waſt pleaſed with 
| be. the building of this houſe for thee; and that we are not 
for ourſelves of an unſociable nature, nor behave ourſelves like 
hee enemies to ſuch as are not of our own people; but are will- 
* ing that thy aſſiſtance ſhou!d be communicated by thee to 
rom 1 


all men in common, and that they may have the enjoyment 
of thy benefits beſtowed upon them.” 


thee 4. When Solomon had ſaid this, and had caſt himſelf up- 

ther, n the ground, and worſhipped a long time, he aroſe up, and 

1 rought ſacrifices to the altar; and when he had filled it with 
al 


nblemiſhed victims, he moſt evidently diſcovered that God 
ad with pleaſure accepted of all that he had ſacrificed to him, 
or their came a fire running out of the air, and ruſhed with 
iolence upon the altar, in the fight of all, and caught hold 
f and conſumed the ſacrifices. Now, when this divine ap- 
earance was ſeen, the people ſuppoſed it to be a demonſtra- 
lon of God's abode in the temple, and were pleaſed with it, 
nd fell down upon the ground and worſhipped. Upon which 
he King began to bleſs God, and exhorted the multitude to 
lo the 4 as now having ſufficient indications of God's 
avourable diſpoſition to them; and to pray that they might 

always 
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always have the like indications from him, and that he way informed | 
preſerve in them a mind pure from all wickedneſs, in rigum he woul 
ouſneſs and religious worſhip, and that they might conting « abide in 
inthe obſervation of thoſe precepts which God had given ther „multitu. 
by Moſes, becauſe by that means the Hebrew nation wol * that if! 
be happy, and indeed the moſt bleſſed of all nations amayy « father, 
all mankind. He exhorted them alſo to be mindful, that il © dignity 
what methods they had attained their preſent good things, il Kings c 
the ſame they muſt preſerve them ſure to themſelves, and mak * that ſtil 
them greater and more than they were at preſent ; for th; * of the | 
it was not ſufficient for them to ſuppoſe they had recen of ſtrat 
them on account of their piety and righteouſneſs, but 4 would 1 
they had noother way of preſerving them for the time to come nue, no 
for that it is not ſo great a thing for men to acquire ſome nh them a 
which they want, as to preſerve what they have acquired, ail them w 
to be guilty of no ſin, whereby it may be hurt. * them 0 
5. So when the King had ſpoken thus to the multitud „make t 
he diſſolved the congregation, but not till he had complete * temple 
his oblations, both for himſelf and for the Hebrews, ind their e 
much, that he ſacrificed twenty and two thouſand oxen, a * the hat 
an hundred and twenty thouſand ſheep, for then it was th I rye t 
the temple did firſt of all taſte of the victims, and all t * credite 
Hebrews, with their wives and children, feaſted thereinlfiſſ , bours, 
Nay, befides this, the King then obſerved ſplendidly ar their o 
magnificently the feaſt which is called the Feoft Tabem hz t! 
cles, before the Temple, for twice ſeven days, and he the to ſuch 
feaſted, together with all the people. And t 
6. When all theſe ſolemnities were abundantly ſatisffet " of the 
and nothing was omitted that concerned the divine worlhil trankg1 
the King diſmiſſed them; and they every one went to the?“ have 
own homes, giving thanks to the King for the care he h. peak * 
taken of them, and the works he had done for them; a 
praying to God to preſerve Solomon to be their King tor | 
long time. They alſo took their journey home with rejoicing How So, 


and making merry, and ſinging hymns to God: And inde «id; 
the pleaſure they enjoyed took away the ſenſe of the pail Hirarn 
they all underwent in their journey home. So when tl 

had brought the ark into the temple, and had ſeen its great . A 
neſs, and how fine it was, and had been partakers of the ma} ; 
ny ſacrifices that had been offered, and of the feſtivals th: King lai 


had been ſolemnized, they every one returned to their os miſh und 
cities. But a dream that appeared to the King in his lee — 
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inſormed him, That“ God had heard his prayers; and that 


« he would not only preſerve the temple, but would always 
« abide in it, that is, in caſe his poſterity, and the whole 
« multitude, would be righteous. And for himſelf, it ſaid, 
« that if he continued according to the admonitions of his 
« father, he would advance him to an immenſe degree of 
« dignity and happineſs, and that then his poſterity ſhould be 
Kings of that country of the tribe of Judah for ever: but 
that {till if he ſhould be found a betrayer of the ordinances 
« of the law, and forget them, and turn away to the worſhip 
« of ſtrange gods, he would cut him oft by the roots, and 
« would neither ſuffer any remainder of his family to conti- 
„nue, nor would overlook the people of Iſrael, or preſerve 
them any longer from afflictions, but would utterly deſtroy 


them with ten thouſand wars and misfortunes; would caft 


them out of the land which he had given their fathers, and 


„make them ſojourners in ſtrange lands; and deliver that 
„ temple which was now built, to be burnt and ſpoiled by 
their enemies; and that city to be utterly overthrown by 
* the hands of their enemies; and make their miſeries de- 
Herve to be a proverb, and ſuch as ſhould very hardly be 
« credited for their ſtupendous magnitude, till their neigh- 
* bours, when they ſhould hear of them, ſhould wonder at 
their calamities and very earneſtly inquire for the occaſion, 
* why the Hebrews, who had been ſo far advanced by God 
to ſuch glory and wealth, ſhould be then ſo hated by him? 
And that the anſwer that ſhould be made by the- remainder 
d of the people ſhould be, by confeſſing their ſins, and their 
* tranſgreſſion of the laws of their country.” Accordingly, 


we have it tran{mitted to us in writing, that thus did God 


{peak in his ſleep to Solomon. 


Gier. . 


How Solomon Buill himfelf a royal palace, very co/ily and ſplen- 
did; and bow he ſolved the riddles which were ſent him by 


Hiram, . 
\ I, AFTER the building of the temple, which, as we 
have before ſaid, was finiſhed in ſeven years, the 

King laid the foundatioh of his palace, which he did not fi- 
niſh under thirteen years, for he was not equally zealous in 
the building of this palace as he had been about the temple: 
Vol. II. 3 8 
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for as to that, though it was a great work, and required 
wonderful and ſurpriſing application, yet God, for whom it 
was made, ſo far co- operated therewith, that it was finiſhed 
in the forementioned number of years; but the palace, which 
was a building much inferior in dignity to the temple, both 
on account that its materials had not been ſo long before hand 
gotten ready, nor had been ſo zealouſly prepared, and on 
account that this was only an habitation for kings, and not 
for God, it was longer in finiſhing. However, this building 
was raiſed ſo magnificently, as ſuited the happy ſtate of the 
Hebrews, and of the King thereof: But jt is neceſſary that 
I deſcribe the entire ſtructure and diſpoſition of the parts, 
that fo thoſe that light upon this book may thereby make a 
conjecture, and as it were, have a proſpect of its magnitude, 
2. This houſe was a large and curious building, and was 
ſupported by many pillars, which Solomon built to contain a 
multitude for hearing cauſes, and taking cogniſance of ſuits, 
It was ſuffictently capacious to contain a great body of men, 
who would come together to have their cauſes determined, 
It was an hundred cubits long, and fifty broad, and thirty 
high, ſupported by quadrangular pillars, which were all of 
cedar, but its roof was according to the“ Corinthian order, 
with folding doors, and their adjoining pillars of equal mag- 
nitude, each fluted with three cavities ; which building was 
at once firm and very ornamental. There was alſo another 
houſe ſo ordered, that its entire breadth was placed in the 
middle: It was quadrangular, and its breadth was thirty cu- 
bits, 


* This mention of the Corinthian ornaments of architecture in Solo- 
mon's palace by Joſephus, ſeems to be here ſet down by way of prolep- 
ſis ; for although it appears to me that the Grecian and Roman moſt an- 
tient orders of architecture were taken from Solomon's temple, as from 


their original patterns, yet it is not ſo clear that the laſt and moſt orna- 


mental order of the Corinthian was fo ancient, although what the ſame 
Joſephus ſays, Of the War, B. V. ch. v. $ 3. vol. VI., that one of the 
gates of Herod's temple was built according tv the rules of this Corin- 
thian order, is no way .+aprobable, that order being, without diſpute, 
much older than the reign of Herod. However, upon fome trial, I con- 
feſs I have not hitherto been able tully to underſtand the ſtructure of 
this palace of Solomon's, either as deſcribed in our Bibles, or even with 
the additional help of this deſcription here y Joſephus ; only the reader 
may eaſily obſerve with me, that the meaſures of this firſt building in 
Jotephus, too cubits long, and 50 cubits broad, are the very ſame with 
the 4-4 of the court of the tabernacle of Moſes, aud juſt half an Egyp- 
dan 4rg9Yra or acre. 
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bits, having atemple over againſt it, raiſed upon maſly pillars ; 
in which temple there was a large and very glorious room, 
wherein the King fat in judgment. To this was joined ano- 
ther houſe that was built for his Queen. There were other 
ſmaller edifices for diet, and for fleep, after public matters 
were over; and theſe were all floored with boards of cedar. 
Some of theſe Solomon built with ſtones of ten cubits, and 
wainſcotted the walls with other ſtones that were ſawed, and 
were of great value, ſuch as are dug out of the earth for the 
ornaments of temples, and to make fine proſpects in royal 


palaces, and which make the mines, whence they are dug, 


famous. Now the contexture of the curious workmanſhip ot 
theſe ſtones was in three rows, but the fourth row would 
make one admire its ſculptures, -whereby were repreſented 
trees, and all ſorts of plants, with the ſhades that aroſe from 
their branches, and leaves that hung down from them. Thoſe 
trees and plants covered the ſtone that was beneath them, and 
their leaves were wrought ſo prodigious thin and ſubtile, that 
you would think they were in motion: But the other part 
up to the roof was plaiſtered over, and, as it were, embroid- 


ered with colours and pictures, He moreover built other 


edifices for pleaſure ; as alſo vexy long cloiſters, and thoſe fi. 
tuate in an agreeable place of the palace; and among them a 


moſt glorious dining-room, for feaſtings and compotations, 


and full of gold, and ſuch other furniture as ſo fine a room 
ought to have for the conveniency of the gueſs, and where 
all the veſſels were made of gold. Now it is very hard to 
reckon up the magnitude, and the variety of the royal apart- 
ments; how many rooms there were of the largeſt fort ; how 
many of a bigneſs inferior to thoſe ; and how many that were 
ſubterraneous and inviſible ; the curioſity of thoſe that enjoy- 
ed the freſh air; and the groves for the moſt delightful pro- 
ſpect, for the avoiding the heat, and covering of their bodies. 
And to fay all in brief, Solomon made the whole building 
entirely of white ſtone, and cedar wood, and gold, and ſil- 
ver. He alſo adorned the roofs and walls with ſtones ſet in 
gold, and beautified them thereby in the ſame manner as he 
had beautified the temple of God with the like ſtones. He 
allo made himſelf a throne of prodigious bignels, of ivory, 


conſtructed as a ſeat of juſtice, and having fix ſteps to it; on- 


every one of which ſtood, on each end of the ſtep, two lions, 


two other lions ſtanding above allo ; but at the ſitting place 
P 2 of 
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of the throne, hands came out, and received the King ; and 
when he ſat backward, he reſted on half a bullock, that look. 
ed towards his back, but ſtill all was faſtened together with 
old. | 
5 3. When Solomon had completed all this in twenty years 
time, becauſe Hiram King of Tyre had contributed a great 
deal of gold, and more filver to theſe buildings, as alſo cedar 
wood, and pine wood, he alſo rewarded Hiram with rich 
preſents: corn he ſent him alſo year by year, and wine, and 
oil, which were the principal things that he ſtood in need of, 
becauſe he inhabited an iſland, as we have already ſaid. And 
beſides theſe, he granted him certain cities of Galilee, twen- 
ty in number, that lay not far from Tyre; which when Hi. 
ram went to, and viewed, and did not like the gift, he ſent 
word to Solomon, that he did not want ſuch cities as they 
were; and after that time thoſe cities were called the land of 
Cabul, which name, if it be interpreted according to the 
language of the Phenicians, denotes what does not pleaſe, 
Moreover, the King. of Tyre ſent ſophiſms and enigmatical 
{ayings to Solomon, and deſired he would ſolve them, and 
free them from the ambiguity that was in them. Now ſo ſa- 
gacious and underſtanding was Solomon, that none of theſe 
problems were too hard for him, but he conquered: them all, 
by his reaſonings, and diſcovered their hidden meaning, and 
brought it to light. Menander alſo, one who tranſlated the 
Tyrian archives out of the diale& of the Phenicians into the 
Greek language, makes mention of theſe two Kings, where 
de ſays thus: When Abibalus was dead, his ſon Hiram re- 
ceived the kingdom from him, who, when he had lived 
* fifty-three years, reigned thirty-four. He raiſed a bank in 
the large place, and dedicated the golden pillar which is 
in Jupiter's temple. He alſo went and cut down matetri- 
* als of timber out of the mountain called Libanus, for the 
roof of temples; and when he had pulled down the an- 
* cient temples, he both built the temple of Herculus, and 
that of Aﬀarte; and he firſt ſet up the temple of Hercu- 
les in the month Peritius: he alſo made an expedition a- 
gainſt the Euchii [or Titii], who did not pay their tribute, 
and when he had ſubdued them to himſelf he returned. 
Onder this King there was Abdemon, a very youth in age, 
* who always conquered the difficult problems which Solo- 
mon King of Jeruſalem commanded him to explain.“ Di. 
| | us 
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| us alſo makes mention of him, where he ſays thus: , When 
and . Abibalus was dead, his ſon Hiram reigned. He raiſed the 
ok I « eaſtern parts of the city higher, and made the city itſell. 
vi i «+ larger. He alſo joined the temple of Jupiter, which be- 
„fore ſtood by itſelf, to the city, by raiſing a bank in the 


It Cuar. V. 


ears middle between them, and he adorned it with donations of 
rent Wl © gold. Moreover, he went up to mount Libanus, and cut 
dar , down materials of wood for the building of the temples.” 
ch N He ſays alſo, That Solomon, who was then King of Jeru- 
and I « ſalem, ſent riddles to Hiram, and deſired to receive the 
of, . like from him, but that he who could not ſolve them ſhould 
\nd WF. pay money to him that did ſolve them, and that Hiram ac- 
cl © cepted the conditions; and when he was not able to ſolve 
Hi. i « the riddles [propoſed by Solomon], he paid a great deal 
lent i « of money for his fine: But that he afterward did ſolve the 
hey ** propoſed riddles by means of Abdemon, a man of Tyre; 
d of „and that Hiram propoſed other_-riddles, which, when So- 
the . lomon could not folve, he paid back a great deal of me- 
00 ˖ „ ney to Hiram,” This it is which Dius wrote. 

ca 

= c HA P. VI. | 

4 How Solomon fortified tbe city Jeruſalem, and built great ci- 
all, ties ; and how he brought ſome of the Canaanites into ſub- 


and jeclion, and entertained the Queen of. Egypt and of. Ethi- 


the id. 

the W © x. Now when the King ſaw that the walls of Jeruſa- 
ere lem ſtood in need of being better ſecured, and 
re. made ſtronger, (for he thought the walls that encompaſſed 
ved ſeruſalem ought to correſpond to the dignity of the city), 
m be both repaired them, and made them higher, with great 
2 13 Wl towers upon them: he alſo built cities which might be count - 
-11- ed among the ſtrongeſt, Hazor, and Megiddo, and the third, 


the Gezer, which had indeed belonged to the Philiſtines; but 
an -haraoh the King of, Egypt, had made an expedition a- 


and WF gainſt it, and beſieged it, and taken it by force, and when 


cu- he had flain all its inhabitants, he utterly overthrew it, and 
a- gave it as a prefent to his daughter, who had been married 
to Solomon: for which reaſon the King rebuilt it, as a city 


te, 


ed. WW that was naturally ſtrong, and might be uſeful in wars, and 


Se, IM the mutations of affairs that ſometimes happen. Mareaver, 
he built two other cities not far from it, Beth-horon was the 


Di- X £2. "wt name 
Us 


lo- 
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name of one of them, and Baalath of the other. He alſo 


[ he name W 
built other cities that lay conveniently for theſe, in order to Wor thus it 
the enjoyment of pleaſures and delicacies in them, ſuch as Mcalled form 


were naturally of a good temperature of the air, and agree. MWyere namec 
able for fruits ripe in their proper ſeaſons, and well watered MWEmperors a 
with ſprings. Nay Solomon went as far as the deſert above Whut are ſtil: 
Syria, and poſſeſſed himſelf of it, and built there a very great What name 
city, which was diſtant two days journey from the upper Sy. Whoſe name 
ria, and one day's journey from Euphrates, and fix long that Herod 
days journey from Babylon the Great, Now the reaſon why three hund 
this city lay ſo remote from the parts of Syria that are inha- Whuilt Mem 
bited, is this, that below there is no water to be had, and Meauſe they 
that it is in that place only that there are ſprings and pits of Ideath ther 
water. When he had therefore built this city, and encom- NNicaule, a: 
paſſed it with very ſtrong walls, he gave it the name of Tad: Wthe male 1 
mor, and that is the name it is ſtill called by at this day a- Wwoman dic 
mong the Syrians, but the Greeks name it Pa/myra. that her n 
2. Now Solomon the King was at this time engaged in {Wyſelf I 
building theſe cities. But if any inquire why. all. the kings Pharaoh, 
of Egypt, from Menes, who built Memphis, and was many Egypt dic 
years earlier than our forefather Abraham, until Solomon, Wthat time 
where the interval was more than one thouſand. three hum came to 8 
dred years, were called Pharaoh's, and took it from one reader pre 
Pharaoh that lived after the kings of that interval, I think it Wthings, tl 
neceſlary to inform them of it, and this in order to cure their I Egyptian 


1gnorance, and to make the occaſion of that name manifeſt, 3. But 
Pharaoh, in the Egyptian tongue, ſignifies ® a King; but [che Cana: 
ſuppoſe they made uſe of other names from their. childhood, WI mean t! 
but when they were made kings, they changed them into W Hamath ; 
| | the-W out of th 
| meaneſt: 
* This fignification of the name Pharaoh appears to be true. But ¶ huſbandr 
what Joſephus adds preſently, that no ting of Egypt was called Pha- WF low emp 
raoh after Solomon's father-in-law, does hardly agree to our copies hat Ks 
which have long afterwards the names of Pharaoh Nechoh, and Pharac 
Hophra, 2 Kings xxiii. 29. Jer. xliv. 30. beſides the frequent mention of depreſs t 


that name Pharaoh in the prophets. However, Joſephus himſelf, in his W than tho 
own ſpcech to the Jews, Of the War, B. V. ch. ix. J 4. vol. VI. ſpeaks in warlil 
of Nechao, who was alſo called Pharaoh, as the name of that King of 0 
Egypt with whom Abraham was concerned; of which name Nechao , 
yet we have elſewhere no mention till the days of Joſiah, but only of He appc 
Pharach. And indeed it muſt be confefſed, that here, and { 5. we have Canaani 
more miſtakes made by Joſephus, and thoſe relating to the Kings of WW receivec 
Egypt, and to that Queen gf Egypt and Ethiopia, whom he ſuppoſes 

to have come to ſee Solomon, than almoſt any where elſe in all lus An- 

tiquitlies. n 
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he name which in their own tongue denoted their authority: 
for thus it was alſo that the kings of Alexandria, who were 


as Mealled formerly by other names, when they took the kingdom, 
ee. MWuere named Pto/emes, from their firſt king. The. Roman 
red MWEmperors alſo were from their nativity called by other names, 
ove put are ſtiled Ce/ars, their empire and their dignity impoſing. 
eat ¶ chat name upon them, and not ſuffering them to continue in 
Sy. Whoſe names which their fathers gave them. I ſuppoſe alſo, 
ong Mihat Herodotus of Halicarnaſſus, when he ſaid there were 
hy Withree hundred and thirty kings of Egypt after Menes, who 
tha- built Memphis, did therefore not tell us their names, be- 
and Neauſe they were in common called Pharaohs; for when after 
s of death there was a queen reigned, he calls her by her name, 
om- 


woman did not admit the ſame, he did therefore ſet down 


Egypt did any longer uſe that name; and that it was after 


Egyptians agree together in many things. 

3. But King Solomon Tubdued to himſelf the-remnant of 
the Canaanites, that had not before: ſubmitted to him; thoſe 
I mean that dwelt in mount Lebanon, and as far as the city 
Hamath; and ordered them to pay tribute. He alſo choſe 
out of them every year ſuch as were to ſerve him in the 
meaneſt offices, and to do his domeſtic works, and to follow 
But WW huſbandry ; for none of the Hebrews were ſervants [in ſuch 
low employments]: nor was it reaſoneble, that when God 
5% had brought ſo. many nations under their power, they ſhould 
n of Wl depreſs their own people to ſuch mean offices of life, rather 
n his than thoſe nations. While all the Iſraelites were concerned 
in warlike affairs, and were in armour, and ſet over the cha- 
3% nöots, and the horſes, rather than leading the life of ſlaves. 
ly of MW He appointed alſo five hundred and fifty rulers over thoſe 
have Canaanites who were reduced to ſuch domeſtic ſlavery, who 
z5 of received the entire dare of them from the King, and _—_— 
An- Y J 


Nicaule, as thereby declaring, that while the kings were of 
"ad: the male line, and ſo admitted of the ſame name, while a 


that her name, which ſhe could not naturally have. As for 
myſelf I have diſcovercd from our own books, that after 
Pharaoh, the father-in-law of Solomen, no other king of 


that time when the fore-named queen of Egypt and Ethiopia 
came to Solomon, concerning whom we- ſhall inform the 
reader preſently : But I have. now made mention of theſe 
things, that I may prove that our: books. and thoſe of the 
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ed them in thoſe labours and operations wherein he wanted 
their aſſiſtance. | 

4. Moreover the King built many ſhips in the Egyptian 
bay of the Red Sea, in a certain place called Ez:on-geber; 
It is now called Beremce, and is not far from the city Eloth. 
This country belonged formerly to the Jews, and became 
uſeful for ſhipping, from the donations of Hiram King o 
Tyre; for he ſent a ſufficient number of men thither for pi, 
lots, and ſuch as were ſkilful in navigation, to whom Solo. 
mon gave this command, that they thould go along with hit 
own ſtewards to the land tbat was of old called Oybir, but 
now the Aurea Cher/one/us, which belongs to India, to fetch 
him gold. And when they had gathered four hundred ta. 
lents together, they returned to the King again. 

5. There was then a woman queen of“ Egypt and Ethi. 
opla : ſhe was inquiſitive into philoſgphy, and one that on 
other accounts ally was to be admired: When this queen 
heard of the virtue and prudence of Solomon, the had x 
great mind to ſee him; and the reports that went every day 
abroad induced her to come to him, ſhe being deſirous to be 
ſatisfied by her on experience, and not by a bare hearing; 
(for reports thus heard, are likely enough to comply with a 
falſe opinion, while they wholly depend on the credit of the 
relators), ſo ſhe reſolved to come to him, and that eſpecially 
in order to have a trial of his wiſdom, vrhile ſhe propoſed 
queſtions of very great difficulty, and entreated that he would 
ſolve their hidden meaning, Accordingly ſhe. came to Je: 
ruſalem with great ſplendour, and rich furniture; for fl« 
brought with her camels laden with gold, with ſeveral ſorts 
of ſweet ſpices, and with precious ſtones. Now, upon the 
King's kind reception of her, he both ſhewed a great defire 
to pleaſe her, and eaſily comprehending in his mind the mean- 
ing of the curious queſtions ſhe expounded to him, he re- 
folved them ſooner than any body could have expected. 80 


ſhe 


* 


* That this Queen of 'Sheba was a Queen of Sabæa in South Arabiz 
and not of Egypt and Ethiopia, as Joſephus here aſſerts, is, I ſuppoſe, 
now generally. agreed: And fince Sabza is well known to be a country 
near the ſea in the ſouth of Arabia Felix, which lay ſouth from Judez 
alſo; and fince our Saviour calls this Queen, the Queen of the ſouth, and 
ſays, Me came from the utwnſt parts of the earth, Matt. xii. 42. Luke 
Xi. 31. which deſcriptioas agree better to this Arabia than to Egypt and 
Ethiopia, there is little occaſion for doubting in this matter. 
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e was amazed at the wiſdom of Solomon, and diſcovered 
at it was more excellent upon trial than what ſhe had heard 
y report before hand ; and eſpecially ſhe was ſurpriſed at the 
neneſs and largeneſs of his royal palace, and not leſs ſo at 
he good order of the apartments, for ſhe gbſerved that the 
ing had therein ſhewn great wiſdom 3 but ſhe was beyond 
ealure aſtoniſhed at the houſe which was called the foreſt 
Lebanon, as allo at the magnificence of his daily table, 
nd the circumſtances of its preparation and miniſtration, with 
he apparel of his ſervants that waited, and the ſkilful and de- 


ent management of their attendance : Nor was ſhe leſs affec-- 


ed withthoſe daily ſacrifices which were offered to God, and 
he careful management which the prieſts and Levites uſed a- 
out them. When ſhe ſaw this done every day, ſhe was in the 
reateſtadmirationimaginable, inſomuch that ſhe was not able 

contain the ſurpriſe the was in, but openly confeſſed how 
xonderfully ſhe was affected; for ſhe proceeded to diſcourſe 
zith the King, and thereby owned that ſhe was overcome 
rith admiration at the things before related; and ſaid, All 

things. indeed, O King, that come to our knowledge by 

report, came with uncertainty as to our belief of them; 
but as to thoſe good things that to thee appertain, both 
ſuch as thou thyſelf poſſefleſt, I mean wiſdom, and pru- 
' dence, and the happineſs thou haft from thy kingdom, 
certainly the ſame that came to us was no falſity ; it was 
not only a true report, but it related the happineſs after a 

much lower manner than I now ſee it to be before my 


eyes. For as for the report, it only attempted to perſuade. 


our hearing, but did not ſo make known the dignity of the 
things themſelyes as does the fight of them, and being pre- 
ent among them, I indeed who did not believe what was 
reported, by reaſon of the multitude and grandeur of the 
things J inquized about, do lee them to be much more nu- 
' merous. than they were reported to be. Accordingly I e- 
ſteem the Hebrew people, as well as thy ſervants and friends, 
to be happy, who enjoy thy preſence, and hear thy wiſ- 
dom every day continually. One would therefore bleſs. 
God who hath ſo loved this country, and thoſe that inha- 
bit therein, as to make thee King over them.“ ; 
6. Now when the Queen had thus demonſtrated in words: 
low deeply the King had affected her, ſhe made that her diſ- 
volition known by certain preſents, for ſhe gave him twenty, 
| 4 talents, 
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talents of gold, and immenſe quantity of ſpices, and preciouMis time w 
ſtones. They ſay alto, that we poſſeſs the * root of that bought bef 
ſam which our country (till bears by this woman's gift. Solere like t! 
lomon alſo repayed her with many good things, and princifſhat their d 
pally by beſtowing upon her what the choſe of her own idem, that t 
clination, for there was nothing that ſhe defired which he dat purcha 
nied her; and as he was very generous and liberal in his oe the woc 
temper, ſo did he ſhew the greatneſs of his ſoul in beſtowinfly, Now v 
on her what ſhe herſelf deſired of him, So when this Quee nt of the 
of Ethiopia had obtained what we have already given an a&quainted | 
count of, and had again communicated to the King what ſWought it | 
brought with her, ſhe returned to her own kingdom, entioned i 
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CHAP. VII. 


How Solomon grew rich, and fell deſperately in love with wi 
men; and how God being incenſed at it, raiſed up Ald 
and Jeroboam againſt him. Concerning the death of Sol 
mon, | 


$ 1. A Bovr the ſame time there were brought to th 
King from the Aurea Cherſoneſus, a countr 

ſo called, precious ſtones, and nine-trees, and theſe trees ht 
made uſe of for ſupporting the temple, and the palace, as all 
for the materials of muſical inſtruments, the harps, and thi 
plalteries, that the Levites might make uſe of them in thei 
hymns to God. The wood which was brought to him: 
thi 


* Some blame Joſephus for ſuppoſing, that the balſam tree might 
Grſt brought out of Arabia, or Egypt, or Ethiopia, into Judea, by thi 
Queen of Sheba, ſince ſeveral have ſaid, that of old no country bore thi 
precious balſam but Judea ; yet it is not only falſe that this balſam w: 
peculiar to Judea, but both Egypt and Arabia, and particularly Sabz 
had it; which laſt was that very country whence Joſephus, if unde: 
Rood not of Ethiopia but of Arabia, intimates this Queen might brin 
it firſt into ſudea. Nor are we to ſuppoſe that the Queen of Saba coul 
well omit ſuch a preſent as thi: balſam tree would be eſteemed by, S0.9Rcre defirc 
mon, in caſe it weie then almoſt peculiar to her own country: Nor Mrte 4 on 
the mention of balm or balſam, as carried by merchants, and ſent as © *? 
preſent out of Judea by Jacob, to the governor of Egypt, Gen. xxxvl monſtrat 
25. and xliij. 11. to be alleged to the contrary, ſince what we therqggey made 
render balm, or bal/am, denotes rather that turpentine which we nod purple 
call turpentine of Chio, or Cyprus, the juice of the turpentine tree, tha Hebe 
this precious balſam. This laſt is alſo the ſame word that we elſewhen 1d 6 
render by the ſame miſtake balm of Gilead: it ſhould be rendered tb puld find 


peut ine of Gilead, Jer. viÞ. 22. 2 
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is time was larger and finer than any that had ever been 
rought before ; but let no one imagine that theſe pine trees 
ere like thoſe which are now ſo named, and which take 
at their denomination from the merchants, who ſo call 
em, that they may procure them to be admired by thoſe 
at purchaſe them; for thoſe we ſpeak of were to the ſight 
ke the wood of the fig-tree, but were whiter and more ſhin- 
No we have ſaid thus much, that nobody may be igno- 
nt of the difference between theſe ſorts of wood, nor un- 
quainted with the nature of the genuine pine-tret; and we 


entioned it, and the uſes the King made of it, to explain 
is difference ſo far as we have done. 
2 Now the weight of gold that was brought him was ſix 


5 weWodred fixty-fix talents, not including in that ſum what 
Au brought by the merchants, nor what the toparchs and 
F $1/ng5 of Arabia gave him in preſents. He alſo caſt two hundred 


rgets of gold, each of them weighing fix hundred ſhekels. 
ealſo made three hundred fhields, every one weighing 
ree pounds of gold, and he had them carried, and put into 
at houſe which was called the foreſt of Lebanon. He alſo 
ade cups of gold, and of [precious] ſtones, for the enter- 


to th 
2uUntr 
ees he 


as alſiiſinment of his gueſts, and had them adorned in the moſt 
ad thEFtificial manner; and he contrived that all his other fur 

theißßture of veſſels "ſhould be of gold, for there was nothing 
um Fen to be ſold or bought for ſilver ; for the King had many 


thiYips which lay upon the ſea of Tarſus, theſe he commanded 
carry out all forts of merchandiſe unto the remoteſt na- 
ons, by the ſale of which ſilver and gold were brought to 


igh 
Feu King, and a great quantity of ivory, and Ethiopians, 


by thi 


Te thadd apes, and they finiſhed their voyage, going and returning 
- „ three years time. 

8 3. Accordingly there went à great fame all around the 
t brinWi2hbouring countries, which proclaimed the virtue and wiſ- 
a coulWm of Solomon, infomuch that all the kings every where 
Solare deſirous to ſee him, as not giving credit to what was re- 
Nor a . . * 4 | 

nt a: Irted, on account of its being almoſt incredible: they alſo 


monſtrated the regard they had for him, by the preſents 
ey made him; for they ſent him veſfels of gald, and ſilver, 
d purple garments, and many forts of ſpices. and horſes, 
d chariots, and as many mules for his carriages as they 
uld find proper to pleaſe the King's eyes, by their ſtrength 
2 an 


p_ 


XXLV1! 
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7e non 
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zought it both a ſeaſonable and humane thing when we 
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minent for their largeneſs, and far taller than other men 
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and beauty. This addition that he made to thoſe chario 

and horſes which he had before from theſe that were ſent hi 

augmented the number of his chariots by above four hundred 
for he had a thouſand before, and augmented the number e 
his horſes by two thouſand, for. he had twenty thouſand be 
fore. Theſe horſes alſo were ſo much exerciſed, in ordert. 
their making a fine appearance, and running ſwiftly, that nd 
others could upon the compariſon appear either finer or ſwiſt 
er, but they were at once the moſt beautiful of all others, ani 
their ſwiftneſs was incomparable alſo, Their riders alſo wer 
a farther ornament to them, being in the firſt place young 
men in the moſt delightful flower of their age, and beinge 


They had alſo very long heads of hair hanging down, ani 
were clothed in garments of Tyrian purple. They had alk 
duſt of gold every day ſprinkled on their hair, ſo that thei 
heads ſparkled with the reflection of the ſun beams from thi 
gold. The King himſelf rode upon a chariot in the midil « 
theſe men, who were ſtill in armour, and had their bows fi 
ted to them. He had on a White garment; and uſed to tak 
his progreſs out of the city in the morning. There was a ctr 
tain place about fifty furlongs diſtant from Jeruſalem, whidl 
is called“ Etham, very pleaſant it is in fine gardens, and: 
bounding in rivulets of water; thither did he uſe to go out 
in the morning, fitting on high [in his chariot.] 

4. Now Solomon had a divine ſagacity in all things, and 
was very diligent and ſtudious to have things done after a 
elegant manner; fo he did not negle the care of the way 
but he laid a cauſeway of black ſtone along the roads that le 
to Jeruſalem, which was the royal city, both to render then 
eaſy for travellers, and to manifeſt the grandeur of his richs 


and 


* Whether theſe fine gardens and rivulets of Etham, about fix mils 
from Jeruſalem, whither Solomon rode ſo often in ſtate, be not thoſe al 
luded to, Eccleſ. ii. 5, 6. where he ſays, He made him gardens and orchard; 
and planted trees in them of all kind of fruits: he made him pools of ul. 
ter, to water the wood that bringeth forth trees. And to the fineit part 
whereof he ſeems to allude, when, in the Canticles, he compares hu 
ſpouſe to a garden encloſed ; to a ſpring ſhut np; to a fountain ſealed, 
chap. iv. 12. (part of which fountains are ſtill extant, as Mr. Maundrel 
informs us, p. 87. 88.) cannot now be certainly determined, but may 
very probably be conjectured. But whether this Etham has any relativr 
to thoſe rivers of Etham, which providence once dried up in a miracus 
lous manner, Plal, IXxiv. 15. and in the Septuagint, I cannot ſay, 
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and government. He alſo parted his chariots, and ſet them 


VII 


hario 


it hi in a regular order, that a certain number of them ſhould be 

ndted in every city, ſtill keeping a few about him; and thoſe cities 5 
ber offs he called the c:tzes of hit charintes, And the King made fil- . 
nd bel ver ſo plentiful in Jeruſalem as ſtones in the ſtreet; and fo | 


der tq 
hat nd 
ſwift 
I'S, and 


multiplied cedar trees in the plains of Judea, which did not 
grow there before, that they were like the multitude of com- 
mon ſycamore trees. He alſo ordained the Egyptian mer- 
chants that brought him their merchandiſe, to ſell him a cha- 


o wer riot, with a pair of horſes, for fix hundred drachmæ of fil- 

young} ver, and he ſent them to the Kings of Syria, and to thoſe 

einge kings that were beyond Euphrates. 

r men 5. But although Solomon was become the moſt glorious of | 
n, an kings, and the beit beloved by God, and had exceeded in ; 


ad all 
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om thi 
idſt | 
Ws fit 
o tak 
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wiſdom and riches thoſe that had been rulers of the He- 1 
brews before him, yet did not he perſevere in this happy 
fate till he died. Nay he forſook the obſervation of the laws | 
of his fathers, and came to an end no way ſuitable to our | 
foregoing hiſtory of him. He grew mad in his lov» of wo- '\ 
men, and laid no reſtraint on himſelf in his luſts: nor was he 
ſatisfied with the women of his own country alone, but he 
married many wives out of foreign nations, Sidonians, and i 
Tyrians, and J monites, and Edomites ; and he tranſgreſ- 1 
ſed the laws of Moſes, which forbad Jews to marry any but a 
thoſe that were of their own people. He alſo began to wor- 1 
ſhip their gods, which he did in order to the gratification of 4 
his wives, and out of his affection for them. This very 1 
thing our legiſlator ſuſpected, and ſo admoniſhed us before 1 
hand, that we ſhould not marry women of other countries, F 
leſt we ſhould be entangled with foreign cuſtoms, and apoſ- 1 


'S, and 
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1at led 
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riches 


and 


tatize from our on; leſt we ſhould leave off to honour our 8 
own God, and ſhould worſhip their gods. But Solomon was i 
fallen headlong into unreaſonable pleaſures, and regarded not 12 
thole admonitions : For when he had married“ ſeven hun- 1 
dred wives, the daughters of princes and of emiaent perſons, \ 


x mile 
ꝛ0ſe al. 


* and three hundred concubines, and theſe beſides the King 1 
it pa ot Egypt's daughter, he ſoon was governed by them, till he - 1% 
ures us Vol. II. R . Came ys in 
ſealed, l q 
undrel * Theſe 700 wives, or the daughters of great men, and the 300 con- W 
at maß cubines, the daughters of the ignoble, make rooo in all; and are, | ſup- 

_—_ poſe, thoſe very 1000 women intimated elſewhere by Solomon himſelf, 


when he ſpcaks of his not having (c uad one [good] woman among that 
very number, Eccleſ. vii. 28. 
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came to imitate their practices. He was forced to give them 
this demonſtration of his kindneſs and affection to them, to 
live according to the laws of their countries. And as he grey 
into years, and his reaſon became weaker by length of time, 
it was not ſufficient to recal to his mind the inſtitutions of 
his own country, ſo he till more and-more contemned his 
own God, and continued to regard the gods that his mar. 
riages had introduced: nay, before this happened, he ſinned, 
and fell into an error about the obſervation of the laws, when 
he made the * images of brazen oxen that ſupported the bra. 
zen ſea, and the images of lions about his own throne ; for 
theſe he made, although it was not agreeable to piety ſo to 
do: And this he did, notwithſtanding that he had his father 
as a molt excellent and domeſtic pattern of virtue, and kney 
what a glorious character he had left behind him, becauſe 
of his piety towards God : Nor did he imitate David, al. 
though God had twice appeared to him in his ſleep, and ex: 
horted him to imitate his father: So he died ingloriouſly, 
There came therefore a prophet to him, who was ſent by 
God, and told him, That “his wicked actions were not con. 
cealed from God; and threatened him that he ſhould nc 
long rejoice in what he had done: that indeed the king. 
* dom (hould not be taken from him, while he was alive, be. 
© cauſe God had promiſed to his father David that he would 
„% make him his ſucceſſor, but that he would take care that 
„this ſhould befal his ſon when he was dead; not that he 
«© would withdraw all the people from him, but that he 
© would give ten tribes to a ſervant of his, and leave only 
two tribes to David's grandſon, for his ſake, becauſe he 

loved 


* Joſephus is here certainly too ſevere upon Solomon, who in making 
the cherubims, and theſe twelve brazen oxen; ſeems to have done 10 
more than imitate the patterns left him by David, which were all giver 
David by divine inſpiration. See my deſcription of the temples, ch. 1, 
and although God gave no direction for the lions that adorned his throne, 
yet does not Solomon ſeem therein to have broken any law of Moſes; 
for although the Phariſees, and later Rabbins, have extended the ſecond 
commandment, to forbid the very mating of any image, though without 
any intention to have it worſhipped, yet do not I ſuppoſe that Solomon 
10 underſtood it, nor that it ought to be ſo underſtood. The making 
any other altar for worſhip but that at the tabernacle, was equally ſor- 
hidden by Moſes, Antiq. B. IV. ch. viii. $ F. vol. I. yet did not the two 
iribes and an half offend when they niade an altar for a memorial on!y, 
J ſh. xxii. Antiq. B. V. ch. i. $ 26, 27. vol. I. 
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loved God, and for the ſake of the city Jeruſalem, where- 
in he would have a temple.” 

6. When Solomon heard this, he was grieved, and great- 
ly confounded, upon this change of almoſt all that happineſs 
which had made him to be admired, into ſo bad a ſtate : 
Nor had there much time paſſed after the prophet had fore- 
told what was coming, before God raiſed up an enemy againſt 
him, whoſe name was Ader, who took the following occa- 
on of his enmity to him. He was a child, of the ſtock of 
the Edomites, and of the blood royal; and when Joab, the 


captain of David's hoſt, laid wafte the land of Edom, and 


deſtroyed all that were men grown, and able to bear arms, 
for fix months time, this Hadad fled away, and came to 
Pharaoh the King of Egypt, who received him kindly, and 
aſſigned him an houſe to dwgll in, and a country to ſupply 
him with food; and when he was grown up, he loved him 
exceedingly, inſomuch that he gave him his wife's ſiſter, 
whoſe name was Tahpenes, to wife, by whom he had a ſon, 
who was brought up with the King's children. When Ha- 
dad heard in Egypt that both David and Joab were dead, he 
came to Pharaoh, and defired that he would permit him to 
go to his own country: Upon which the King aſked what it 
was that he wanted, and what hardſhip he had met with, 
that he was ſo deſirous to leave him. And when he was of- 
ten troubleſome to him, and intreated him to diſmiſs him, he 
did not then do it; but at the time when Solomon's affairs 


began to grow worſe, on account of his fore · mentioned 


tranſgreſſions, and God's anger againſt him for the ſame, 


Hadad, by Pharaoh's permiſſion, came to Edomz and when 


he was not able to make the people forſake Sglomon, for it 
was kept under by many garriſons, and an inffovation was not 
to be made with ſafety, he removed thence, and came into 
Syria: There he light upon one Regon, who had run away 
from Hadadezer, King of Zobah; his maſter, and was be. 
come a robber in that country, and joined friendſhip with 
him, who had already a band of robbers about him. So he 


Q 2 went 


* Since the beginning of Solomon's, evil life and adverſity, was the 
time when Hadad or Ader, who was born at leaſt twenty or thirty years 
before Solomon came to the crown, in the days of David, begaa to give 
him diſturbance. This implies that Solomon's evil life began early, and 
continued very long, which the multitude of his wives and concubines 
does imply alſo; I ſuppoſe when he was not 50 years of age. 
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went up, and ſeized upon that part of Syria, and was made 
King thereof. He alſo made incurſions into the land of I.. 
tael, and did it no ſmall miſchief, and ſpoiled it, and that in 
the lifetime of Solomon. And this was the calamity which 
the Hebrews ſuffered by Hadad. 
7. There was alſo one of Solomon's own nation that 
made an attempt againſt him, Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, 
who had an expectation of rifing, from a prophecy that had 
been made to him long before. He was left a child by his 
father, and brought up by his mother; and when Solomon 
faw that he was of an active and bold diſpoſition, he made 
him the curator of the walls which he built round about je- 
ruſalem; and he took ſuch care of thoſe works, that the 
King approved of his behaviour, and gave him, as a reward 
for the ſame, the charge over the tribe of Joſeph. And when 
about that time Jeroboam was once going out of Jeruſalem, 
a prophet of the city Shilo, whoſe name was Abijab, met 
him, and faluted him; and when he had taken him a little 
aſide to a place out of the way, where there was not one 
other perſon preſent, he rent the garment he had on into 
twelve pieces, and bid Jeroboam take ten of them ; and told 
him before hand, That this is the will of God, he will part 
the dominion of Solomon, and give one tribe, with that 
* which is next it, to his ſon, becauſe of the promiſe made 
to David for his ſucceſhon, and will give ten tribes to thee, 
** becauſe Solomon hath finned againſt him, and delivered 
< up himſelf to women, and to their gods. Seeing there- 
fore thou knowelt the cauſe for which God hath changed 
his mind, and is alienated from Solomon, be thou righte- 
** ous, and keep the laws, becauſe he hath propoſed to thee 
the greateſt of all rewards for thy piety, and the honour 
* thou ſhalt pay to God, namely, to be as greatly exalted 
as thou knowelt David to have been.” 
8. So Jeroboam was elevated by theſe words of the pro- 
þhet, and being a“ young man, of a warm temper, and 
ambitious 
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* This youth of Jeroboam, when Solomon built the walls of Jeruſalem, 
not very long after he had finiſhed his 20 years building of the temple, 
and his own palace, or not very long after the 24th year of his reign, 
x Kings ix. 24. 2 Chr. viii. 11. and his youth here ſtill mentioned, 
when Solomon's wickedneſs was become intolerable, fully confirm my 
former obſervation, that ſuch his wickedneſs began early, and contigued 
very long. See Eccleſ. xlvii. 14. | | 


Cuae, V 


ambitioL 
had fo g 
what ha 
to perſu: 
turbance 
when Oc 
ſought t 
ed of it | 
and thei 
he gain« 
lomon, 

died wh 
years, 2 
having 

riches, 

into ye: 
law; co 


| befel tl 


anothe1 


How, 1 
hobo 


} 1. Þ 


was N, 


of the 
back } 
Schec 
declar 
gathe1 
roboa! 
„hee 
„ {erv 
„ an | 
„ed t 
* moe 
« tha: 
to har 
{wer 


VIII. 


made 
of J.. 
lat in 


rhich 


that 
ebat, 
t had 
y his 
mon 
made 
t Te. 
the 
ward 
hen 
lem, 
met 
little 
one 
into 
told 
part 
that 
nade 
hee, 
ered 
ere- 
ed 
hte- 
thee 
20Uur 


Ited 


pro- 
and 
10Us 


lem, 
nple, 
eign, 
"ned, 
1 my 
nued 


Cuae. VII. TRT . 185 
ambitious of greatneſs, he could not be quiet: And when he 
had ſo great a charge in the government, and called to mind 
what had been revealed to him by Ahijah, he endeavoured 
to perſuade the people to forſake Solomon, to make a diſ- 
turbance, and to bring the government over to himſelf, But 
when Solomon underſtood his intention and treachery, he 
ſought to catch him and kill him; but Jeroboam was inform- 
ed of it before hand, and fled to Shiſhak, the King of Egypt, 
and there abode till the death of Solomon; by which means 
he gained theſe two advantages, to ſuffer no harm from So- 
lomon, and to be preſerved for the kingdom. So Solomon. 
died when he was already an old man, having reigned eighty 
years, and lived ninety-four. He was buried in Jeruſalem, 
having been ſuperior to all other kings in happineſs, and 
riches, and wiſdom, excepting that when he was growing 
into years he was deludeg by women, and tranſgreſſed the 


| law; concerning which tranſgreſſions, and the miſeries which 


befel the Hebrews thereby, I think proper to diſcourſe at 
another opportunity, | 


r | 
How, upon the death Sglamon, the people forſook his ſon Re- 


hoboam, and ordained Jeroboam King over the ten tribes, 

j 1. Now when Solomon wes dead, and his fon Rehoboam 

(who was born of an Ammonite wife, whoſe name 
was Naamab) had ſucceeded kim in the kingdom, the rulers 
of the multitude ſent immediately into Egypt, and called 
back Jeroboam; and when he was come to them, to the city 
Schechem, Rehoboam came to it alfo, for he had refolvedto 
declare himſelf King to the Iſraelites while they were there 
gathered together. So the rulers of the people, as well as Je- 
roboam, came to him, and beſought him, and ſaid, That 
* he ought to relax, and to be gentler than his father in the 
© ſervitude he had impoſed on them, becauſe they had born 
„an heavy yoke, and that then they ſhould be better affect- 
* ed to him, and be well contented to ſerve him under Ins 
moderate government, and ſhould do it more out of love 
than fear. But Rehoboam told them, they ſhould come 
to him again in three days time, when he would give an an- 
{wer to their requeſt. This delay gave occaſion to a preſent 


Q 3 , ſulpician, 
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ſuſpicion, ſince he had not given them a favourable anſwer 
to their mind immediately, for they thought that he ſhould 


(nap, VII 


cordin g to 
might con 


Fave given them an humane anſwer off hand, eſpecially ſince 3. Byt 
he was but young. However, they thought that his conſul. Nan iron haz 
tation about it, and that he did not preſently give them a ¶bad alread 
denial, afforded them ſome good hope of ſuccels. ration at t. 
2. Rehoboam now called his father's friends, and advi. W* will hav 
fed with them what fort of anſwer he ought to give to the MW after thi 
multitude : Upon which. they gave him the advice which be. W# to Reho! 
came friends, and thoſe that knew the temper of ſuch a mul. Wihreatened 
titude: they adviſed him © to ſpeak in a way more popular Wtincd thei 
than ſuited the grandeur of a King, becauſe he would Wwas over t 
thereby oblige them to ſubmit to him with good-will, it Mthem mild 
© being moſt agreeable to ſubjects, that their kings ſhould be Whid any th 
** almoſt upon the level with them.” But Rehoboam reject. Whey woull 
ed this ſo good, and, in general, & profitable advice (it was im. Wh 
ſuch, at leaſt, at that time when he was to be made King), Wit by thoſe 
God himſelf, I ſuppoſe, cauſing what was moſt advantageous Weared leſt 
to be condemyed by him. So he called for the young men, Weſt, ſo he 
who were brought up with him, and told them what advice Wuſalem, w 
the elders had given him, and bid them ſpeak what they Wained hin 
thought he ought to do. They adviſed him to give the fol- ers of Da 
lowing anſwer to the people (for neither their youth, nor e ruler o 
God himſelf ſuffered them to diſcern what was beſt) : ** That Wnon's ſon, 
* his little finger ſhould be thicker than his father's loins ; What ſubmit 
and if they had met with hard uſage from his father, they Wighty tho! 
** ſhould experience much rougher treatment from him; and edition ag 
if his father had chaſtiſed them with whips, they muſt ex-Whem by w 
* pect that he would do it with * fcorpions.” The King Wy the pro 
was pleaſed with this advice, and thought it agreeable to the Wuſt that br 
dignity of his government to give them ſuch an anſwer, Wnother. 
Accordingly, when the multitude was come together to hear s accord 
his anſwer on the third day, all the people were in great ex- Feed in thi 
pectation, and very intent to hear what the King would ſay ions of Je: 
to them, and ſuppoſed they ſhould hear ſomewhat of a kind Ftlate what 
nature, but he” paſſed by his friends, and anſwered as them the Kir 
young men had given him counſel, Now this was done ac-fferve the g 
cording} 4. Wher 
be city Sh 
That by ſcorpiors is not here meant that ſmall animal fo called, Bt Penuel, 
which was never uſed in correRions, but either a ſhrub, with ſharp les was ap 
prickles like the ſtings of ſcorpions, ſuch as our furz buſh, or elſe ſome at if he { 


terrible ſort of whip of the like nature, See Hudſon's and Spanheim's 
notes here. 
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cording to the will of God, that what Ahijah had foretold 


might come to paſs. 

3. By theſe words the people were ſtruck as it were by 
an iron hammer, and were ſo grieved at the words, as if they 
had already felt the effects of them, and they had great indig- 
ration at the King; and all cried out aloud, and ſaid, © We 
« will have no longer any relation to David or his poſterity 
« after this day.” And they ſaid farther, © We only leave 
to Rehoboam the temple which his father built 3”? and they 
threatened to forſake him : Nay, they were ſo bitter, and re- 
zined their wrath ſo long, that when he ſent Adoram, which 
was over the tribute,*that he might pacify them, and render 
hem milder, and perſuade them to forgive him, if he had 


ſaid any thing that was raſh or grievous to them in his youth, 


hey would not bear it, but threw ſtones at him, and killed 
kim, When Rehoboam ſaw this, he thought himſelf aimed 
t by thoſe ſtones with which they had killed bis ſeryant, and 
feared leſt he ſhould undergo the laſt of puniſhments in ear- 
eſt, ſo he got immediately into his chariot, and fled to Je- 
uſalem, where the tribe of Judah and that of Benjamin, or- 
ined him King: but the reſt of the multitude forſook the 
ons of David from that day, and appointed Jeroboam to be 
he ruler of their public affairs. Upon this Rehoboam, Solo- 
non's ſon, aſſembled a great congregation of thoſe two tribes 
hat ſubmitted to him, and was ready to take an hundred and 
ighty thouſand choſen men out of the army, to make an ex- 
edition againſt J eroboam and his people, that he might force 
hem by war to be his ſervants; but he was forbidden of God 


it that brethren of the ſame country ſhould fight one againſt 


other. He alſo ſaid, that this defection of the multitude 


ras according to the purpoſe of God. So he did not pro- 
eed in this expedition. And now I will relate firſt the ac- 
ions of Jeroboam the King of Ifrael, aſter which we will 
tlate what are therewith connected, the actions of Rehobo- 
m the King of the two tribes; by this means we ſhall pre- 


Frve the good order of the hiſtory entire. 


4. When therefore Jeroboam had built him a palace in 
he city Shechem, he dwelt there. He alſo built him another 
t Penuel, a city ſo called. And now the feaſt of taberna- 
les was approaching in a little time, Jeroboam conſidered, 
at if he ſhould permit the multitude to go to worſhip God 

| at 


the prophet [Shemaiah] to go to war, for that it was not 
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at Jeruſalem, and there to celebrate the feſtival, they would 
probably repent of what they had done, and be enticed by the 
temple, and by the worſhip of God there performed, and 
would leave him and return to their firſt King; and if ſo, he 
ſhould run the riſk of loſing his own life, ſo he invented thi, 
contrivance: he made two golden heifers, and built two little 
temples for them, the one in the city Bethel, and the other 
in Dan, which laſt was at the“ fountains of the leſſer ſor. 
dan, and he put the heifers into both the little temples, in 
the fore-mentioned cities. And when he had called thoſe 
ten tribes together over whom he ruled, he made a ſpeech to 
the people in theſe words: © I ſuppoſe, my countrymen, 
© that you know this, that every place hath God in it, nor 
« is there any one determinate place in which he is, but he 
© every where hears and ſees thoſe that worſhip him; on 
* which account I do not think it right for you to go ſo lon 
* a journey to Jeruſalem, which is an enemy's city, to wor: 
„ ſhip him. It was a man that built the temple : I have alſo 
* made two golden heifers, dedicated to the ſame God; and 
the one of them I have confecrated in the city Bethel, and 
* the other in Dan, to the end that thoſe of you that dwell 
* neareſt thoſe cities may go to them and worſhip God there: 
* And I will ordain for you certain prieſts and Levites fron 
among yourſelves, that you may have no want of the tribe 
of Levi, or of the ſons of Aaron; but let him that is def. 
* rous among you of being a prieſt bring to God a bullock 
* and a ram, which they 2 the firſt prieſt brougli 
* alſo.” When Jeroboam had faid this, he deluded the peo. 
ple, and made them to revolt from the worſhip of their fore 
fathers, and to tranſgreſs their laws. This was the beginning 
of miſeries to the Hebrews, and the cauſe why they wen 
overcome in war by foreigners, and fo fell into captivity 

Bu 


Whether theſe fountains of the I efſer Jordan were near a place called 
Dan, and the fountains of the greater near a place called For, beſott 
their conjuEtion ; or whether there was only one fountain, ariſing at 
the lake Phiala, at firſt ſinking under ground, and then ariſing near tht 
mountain Paneum, and thence running through the lake Semochouiti: 
to the ſea of Galilee, and ſo far called the Leſſer Fordan, is hardly certan 
even ig Joſephus himſelf, though the latter account be the moſt prob» 
ble. However, the northern idolatrous calf, ſet up by Jeroboam, ws 
where Little Jordan fell into Great Jordan, near a place called Daphne 
as Joſephus elſewhere informs us, Of the War, B. IV. ch. i. f 1, £6 
the note there. : 


war, VI 


But we (1 
ter. 


c. Wh 


leroboan 
did the t. 
built an 8 


rie ſt hit 
rieſts al 
ces, and 
prophet 
ame to! 
zultitude 
liſcourſe 
* ſhall b. 


name, 


live at 


thoſe c 


* wretch 
things 
& (hall a: 
© immed 
it ſhall 
had ſaid 
his hand 
he firetc 
it in aga 
down, a 
to piece 
prophet 
derilood 
knowlec 
would r 
pray to 
his hanc 
vited th 
* he co 
* of bre 
* had f 
* way 1 
other 
the mat 


his affa 


s defi. 
Allock 
ouglt 
peo. 
fore. 
nning 
wen 
1vity, 


Bu 


called 
before 
ing at 
ar tht 
LORIN 
ertan 
zroba 


„ Ws 
Alna 
Ste 


Har. VIII. 


THE JEWS. 189 


But we ſhall relate thoſe things in their proper places here- 
ter. 

g. When the feaſt [of tabernacles] was juſt approaching, 
Teroboam was defirous to celebrate it himſelf in Bethel, as 
id the two tribes celebrate it in Jeruſalem. Accordingly he 
built an altar before the heifer, and undertook to be high 
rieſt himſelf, So he went up to the altar, with his own 
rieſts about him; but when he was going to offer the ſacri- 


ces, and the burnt-offerings, in the fight of all the people, s 


prophet, whoſe name was Jadon, was ſent by God, and 
ame to him from Jeruſalem, who ſtood in the midſt of the 
ultitude, and in the hearing of the King, and directing his 
liſcourſe to the altar, ſaid thus: God foretels that there 
* ſhall be a certain man of the family of David, Jonah by 
name, who ſhall ſlay upon thee thoſe falſe prieſts that ſhall 


live at that time, and upon thee ſhall burn the bones of 


* thoſe deceivers of the people, thoſe impoſtors and wicked 
* wretches. However, that this people may believe that theſe 
things ſhall ſo come to paſs, I foretel a fign to them that 
* {hz11 alſo come to paſs : This altar ſhall be broken to pieces 
„immediately, and all the ſat of the ſacrifices that is upon 
* it ſhall be poured upon the ground.” When the prophet 
had faid this, Jeroboam fell into a paſſion, and ſtretched out 
his hand, and bid them lay hold of him; but that hand which 


he ſtretched out was enfeebled, and be was not able to pull 


it in again to him, for it was become withered, and hung 
down, as if it were a dead hand. The altar alſo was broken 
to pieces, and all that was upon it was poured out, as the 
prophet had foretold ſhould come to paſs. So the King un- 
derilood that he was a man of veracity, and had a divine fore- 
knowledge; and intreated him to pray unto God that he 
would reſtore his right hand, Accordingly the prophet did 
pray to God to grant him that requeſt. So the King baving 
his hand recovered to its natural ſlate, rejoiced at it, and in- 
vited the prophet to ſup with him; but Ja don ſaid, That 


* he could not endure to come into his houſe, nor to taſte 
* of bread or water in this city, for that was a thing God 
had forbidden him to do; as alſo to go back by the ſame 
* way which ke came, but he ſaid he was to return by an- 
* other way.” So the King wondered at the abſtinence of 
the man, but was himſelf in fear, as ſuſpecting a change of 


his affairs for the worſe, from what had been ſaid to him. 
CHAP... 
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will of G 
CHAP. IX, words of | 
However 
How Jadon the prophet was perſuaded by another Iying propheWſoulted h. 
and returned [to Bethel}, and was afterward ſlain by a linWiew him, 
As alſo what words the wicked prophet made uſe of to per Wand kept 
ſuade the King, and thereby alienated his mind from God, ill * 
the falle 
5 1. Nov there was a certain wicked man in that city, whoMunto the 
was a falſe prophet, whom Jeroboam had in greu He allo 0 
eſteem, but was deceived by him, and his flattering word That 3 
This man was bed- rid, by reaſon of the infirmities of old age: altar, 
However, he was informed by his ſens concerning the pro.“ and th 
phet that was come from Jeruſalem, and concerning the © injuric 


ſigns done by him; and how, when Jeroboam's right hand 
had been enfeebled, at the prophet's prayer he had it reviy. 
ed again, Whereupon he was afraid, that this ſtranger and 


prophet ſhould be in better eſteem with the King than him 


e then t 
perform 
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fore 1 
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ſelf, and obtain greater honour from him, and he gave orde 
to his ſons to ſaddle his aſs preſently, and make all ready, 
that he might go out. Accordingly they made haſte to d 
what they were commanded ; and he got upon the aſs, and 
followed after the prophet ; and when he had overtaken hin, 
as he was reſting himſelf under a very large oak tree that 


* filly ff 
had hay 
gave hi 
phet, he 


opinion 


was thick and ſhady, he at firſt ſaluted him, but preſently h happen 
complained of him, becauſe he had not come into his houſe tor he: 
and partaken of his hoſpitality. And when the other ſaid, © feebl 
+ That & God had forbidden him to taſte of any one's pro- © {acrii 
* viſion in that city,” he replied, That“ for certain, Go © its fo 
© had not forbidden that I ſhonld ſet food before thee, for but 
am a prophet as thou art, and worſhip God in the ſam: larg. 
manner that thou doſt, and I am now come as ſent by hin, falle 
in order to bring thee into my houſe, and make thee Ile all 
** gueſt,” Now Jadon gave credit to this lying prophet, WM hoſe t 
and returned back with him. But when they were at dinner, chat]! 
and were merry together, God appeared to Jadon, and faid, any th 


That © he ſhould ſuffer punifhment for tranſgreſſing his com- the K. 

„ mands, and he told him what that punifhment ſhould be from + 

for he ſaid, that he ſhould meet with a lion as he was go: aged 

* ing on his way, by which lion he ſhould be torn in pieces, 

* and be deprived of burial in the ſepulchres of his fathers.” 

Which things came to pals, as I ſuppoſe, according to the H 
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will of God, that ſo Jeroboam might not give heed to the 
words of Jadon, as of one that had been convicted of lying. 
However, as Jadon was again going to Jeruſalem, a lion aſ- 
faulted him, and pulled him off the beaſt he rode on, and 
ſlew him, yet did he not at all hurt the aſs, but fat by him, 
and kept him,, as alſo the prophet's body. This continued 
till ſome travellers that ſaw it came and told it in the city to 
the falſe prophet, who ſent his ſons, and brought the body 
unto the city, and made a funeral for him at great expence. 
He alſo charged his ſons to bury himſelf with him; and ſaid, 
That © all which he had foretold againſt that city, and the 
altar, and prieſts, and falſe prophets, would prove true, 
and that if he were buried with him, he ſhould receive no 
„ injurious treatment after his death, the bones not being 
then to be diſtinguiſhed aſunder;” But now, when he had 
performed thoſe funeral rights to the prophet, and had given 


chat charge to his ſons, as he was a wicked and an impious 


man, he goes to Jeroboam, and ſays to him, © And where- 
fore is it now that thou art diſturbed at the words of this 


* filly fellow?“ And when the King had related to him what 


had happened about the altar, and about his own hand, and 
gave him the names of a divine man, and an excellent pro- 
phet, he endeavoured, by a wicked trick, to weaken that his 
opinion, and by ufing plauſible words concerning what had 
happened, he aimed to injure the truth that was in them 
tor he attempted to perſuade him, That © his hand was en- 
** feebled by the labour it had undergone in ſupporting the 
* facrifices, and that upon its refting a while it returned to 
*its former nature again: and that as to the altar, it was 
but new, and had born abundance of ſacrifices, and thoſe 
large ones too, and was accordingly broken to pieces, and 
fallen down by the weight of what had been laid upon it.“ 
He alſo informed him of the death of him that had foretold 
thoſe things, and how he periſhed ; [whence he concluded 
that] he had not any thing in him of a prophet, nor ſpake 
any thing like one. When he had thus ſpoken, he perſuaded 
the King, and entirely alienated his mind from God, and 
irom doing works that were righteous and holy, and encon- 
:2ged him to go on in his impious practices: And accord- 


3 ingly 


* How much a larger and better copy Joſephus had in this remark- 
able hiſtory of the true prophet of Judea, and his concern with Jerobo- 
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ingly he was to that degree injurious to God, and ſo great 
tranſgreſſor, that he ſought for nothing elſe every day bu 

ilty of fome new initances of wickedneſ 
and ſuch as ſhould be more deteſtable than what he had been 
fo infolent as to do before. And ſo much ſhall at preſent 
ſuffice to have ſaid concerning Jeroboam. 


Book Vit! 


CHAP... 


Concerning Rehoboam, and how God inflifted punſhment 1p, 


bim for his impiety by Shiſhak, [ King of Egypt.] 

$ 1, No Rehoboam, the ſon of Solomon, who, as we ſaid 

before, was King of the two tribes, built frong 
and large cities, Bethlehem, and Etam, and Tekoa, and 
Bethzur, and Shoco, and Adullam, and Ipan, and Mareſha, 
and Ziph, and Adoraim, and Lachiſh, and Azekah, and Zo 
rah, and Aijalon, and Hebron: Theſe he built firſt of all in 
the tribe of Judah. He alſo built other large cities in the 
tribe of Benjamin, and walled them about, and put garriſons 
in them all, and captains, and a great deal of corn, and wine, 
and oil, and he furniſhed every one of them plentifully with 
other proviſions that were neceflary for ſuſtenance : More. 
over, he put therein ſhields, and ſpears, for many ten thou: 
ſand men. The prieſts alſo that were in all Iſrael, and the 
Levites, and if there were any of the multitude that were 
good and righteous men, they gathered themſelves together 
to him, having left their own cities, that they might worthip 
God in Jeruſalem; for they were not willing to be forced to 
worihip the heifers which Jeroboam had made, and they aug: 
mented the kingdom of Rehoboam for three years. And at- 
ter he had married a woman of his own kindred, and had by 
her three children born to him, he married alfo another 0 


his 


am, and with the ſalſe prophet of Bethel, than our other copies ha v 


is evident at firſt ſight. The prophet's very name, Fadon, or as the 


Conſtitntions call him, Adonias, is wanting in our other copies; and i: 
is there, with no little abſurdity, ſaid, that God revealed Jadon, the 
true prophet's death, not to himſelf, as here, but to the falſe propa. 
Whether the particular account ef the arguments made uſe of, after all, 
by the falſe prophet againſt his own belief, and his own conſcience, in 
order to perſuade Jeroboam to perſevere in his idolatry and wickedneh, 
than which more plauſible could not be invented, was intimated in Jo- 
ſephus's copy, or in ſome other ancient book, cannot now be determit- 
ed: our other copies ſay not one word of it. 
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kis own kindred, who was daughter of Abſalom by Tamar, 


whoſe name was Maachah, and by her he had a fon, whom 
he named Abijab. He had moreover many other children 
by other wives; but he loved Maachah above them all. Now 
he had eighteen legitimate wives, and thirty concubines ; 
and he had born to him twenty-eight ſons, and threeſcore 
daughters: but he appointed Abijah, whom he had by Ma- 
achah, to be his ſucceſſor in the kingdom; and intruſted him 
already with the treaſures and the ſtrongeſt cities. 

2. Now I cannot but think, that the greatneſs of a king- 
dom, and its change into proſperity, often becomes the oc- 
caſion of miſchief and of tranſgreſſion to men; for when Re- 
hoboam ſaw that his kingdom was ſo much increaſed, he 
went out of the right way, unto unrighteous and irreligious 
practices, and he deſpiſed the worſhip of God, till the people 
themſelves imitated his wicked actions; for ſo it uſually hap- 
pens, that the manners of ſubjects are corrupted at the ſame 
time with thoſe of their governors, which ſubjects then lay 
aſide their own ſober way of living, as a reproof of their go- 
vernors intemperate courles, and follow their wickedneſs, as 
if it were virtue, for it is not poſſible to ſhew that men ap- 
prove of the actions of their kings, unleſs they do the ſame 
actions with them. Agreeably whereto it now happened 
to the ſubjects of Rehoboam ; for when he was grown im- 
pious, and a tranſgreſſor himſelf, they endeavoured not to 
offend him by reſolving flill to be righteous ; But God ſent 
Shiſhak, King of Egypt, to puniſh them for their unjuſt be- 
haviour towards him; concerning whom Herodotus was 
miſtaken, and applied his actions to Seſoſtris, for this “ Shi- 
thak, in the fifth year of the reign of Rehoboam, made an 
expedition [into Judea] with many ten thouſand men, for 
he had one thouſand two hundred chariots in number that 
followed him, and threeſcore thouſand horſemen, and four 
hundred thouſand footmen: Theſe he brought with him, and 
they were the greateſt part of them Lybians and Ethiopians. 
Now therefore when he fell upon the country of the Hebrews, 
he took the ſtrongeſt cities of Rehoboam's kingdom without 

Vor. II. R fighting-z 


That this Shiſhak was not the ſame perſon with the ſamous Seſo- 
ſtris, as ſome have very lately, in contradiction to'all antiquity, ſuppoſ- 
ed, and that our Joſephus did not take him to be the ſame as they pre- 
tend, but that Seſoſtris was many centuries earlier than Shiſuak. Ste 
&Anthent, Records, part II, p. 1024. 
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fighting ; and when he had put garriſons in them, he came 
laſt of all to Jeruſalem, 

3. Now when Rehoboam, and the multitude with him, 
were ſhut up in Jeruſalem by the means of the army of Shi. 
ſhak, and when they beſought God to give them victory and 
deliverance, they could not perſuade God to be on their ſide; 
But Shemaiah the prophet told them, that God threatened to 
forſake them, as they had themſelves forſaken his worſhip, 
When they heard this, they were immediately in a conſter. 
nation of mind, and ſeeing no way of deliverance, they all 
earneſtly ſet themſelves to confeſs that God might juſtly 
overlook them, ſince they had been guilty of impiety toward; 
him, and had let his laws lie in confuſion. So when God ſaw 
them in that diſpoſition, and that they acknowledged their 
fins, he told the prophet, that he would not deſtroy them, 
but that he would however make them ſeryants to the Egyp- 
tians, that they may learn whether they will ſuffer leſs by 
ſerving men or God. So when Shiſhak had taken the city 
without fighting, becauſe Rehoboam was afraid, and receiv. 
ed him into it, yet did not Shiſhak ſtand to the covenants 
he had made, but he ſpoiled the temple, and emptied the 
treaſures of God, and thoſe of the King, and carried off in- 
numerable ten thouſands of gold and ſilver, and left nothing 
at all behind him. He alſo took away the bucklers of gold, 
and the ſhields, which Solomon the King had made : ney, 
he did not leave the golden quivers which David had taken 
from the King of Zobah, and had dedicated to God : And 
when he had thus done, he returned to his own kingdom. 
Now Herodotus of Halicarnaſſus mentions this expedition, 
having only miſtaken the King's name ; and [in ſaying that] 
he made war upon many other nations alſo, and brought Sy- 


ria of Paleſtine into ſubjection, and took the men that were 


therein priſoners without fighting. Now it is manifeſt, that 
he intended to declare that our nation was ſubdued by him ; 
for he ſaith, That“ he left behind him pillars in the land of 
e thoſe that delivered themſelves up to him without fighting, 
«© and engraved upon them the ſecret parts of women.” Now 
our King Rehoboam delivered up our city without fighting. 
He ſays withal, That © * the Ethiopians learned to circum: 
ciſe 

* Herodatus, as here quoted by Joſephus, and as this paſſage ſtill 


ſtands in his preſent copies, B. II. ch. 124. affirms, That“ the Phe- 
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« ciſe their privy parts from the Egyptians, with this addi- 
tion, that the Phenicians and Syrians that live in Paleſtine 
« confeſs that they learned it of the Egyptians.” Yet it is 
evident that no other of the Syrians that live in Paleſtine be- 
ſides us alone are circumciſed ; but as to ſuch matters let 
every one ſpeak what is agreeable to his own opinion. 

4. When Seifhak was gone away, King Rehoboam made 
bucklers and ſhields of braſs, inſtead of thoſe of gold, and 
delivered the ſame number of them to the keepers of the 
King's palace: So, inſtead of warlike expeditions, and that 
glory which reſults from thoſe public actions, he reigned in 
great quietneſs, though not without fear, as being always an 
enemy to Jeroboam, and he died when he had lived fifty- 
ſeven years, and reigned ſeventeen. He was in his diſpoſi- 
tion a proud and a fooliſh man, and loſt [part of ] his domi- 
nion by not hearkening to his father's friends. He was buried 
in Jeruſalem, in the ſepulchres of the kings; and his ſon 
Abijah ſucceeded him in the kingdom, and this in the eigh- 
teenth year of Jeroboam's reign over the ten tribes; And this 
was the concluſion of theſe affairs. It muſt be now our buſi- 
neis to relate the affairs of Jeroboam, and how he ended 
his lifez for he ceaſed not, nor reſted to be injurious to God, 
but every day raiſed up altars upon high mountains, and 
went on making prieſts out of the multitude, 


R 2 CHAP. 


© nicians and Syrians in Paleſtine [which laſt are generally ſuppoſed te 
« denote the Jews] owned their receiving circumciſion from the Egyp- 
 tians;** whereas it is abundantly evident, that the Jews received their 
circumciſion from the patriarch Abraham, Gen. xvii. 9—14. Joh. vii. 
22, 23. as I conclude the Egyptian prieſts themſelves did alſo, It is not. 
therefore very unlikely that Herodotus, becauſe the Jews had lived long 
in Eyypt, and came out of it circumciſed, did thereupon think they had 
learned that circumciſion in Egypt, and had it not before. Manetho, 
the famous Egyptian chronologer and hiſtorian, who knew the hiſtory 
of his own country much berter than Herodotus, complains frequently of 
his miſtakes about their affairs, as docs Joſephus more than once in this 
chapter: Nor indeed does Herodotus ſeem at all acquainted with the 
affairs of the Jews; ſor as he never names them, ſo little or nothing of 
what he ſays about them, their country, or maritime citics, two of which 
he alone mentions, Cadytis and Jenyſus, proves true ; nor indeed do there 
appear to have ever been any ſuck cities on their coaſt. 
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G ©; Debs 


Concerning the death of a ſon of Jeroboam's. How Jeroboan 
was beaten by 4bijah, who died a little afterward, and wat 
ſucceeded in his kingdom by Aſa. And alſo how, after the 
death of Jeruboam, Baaſha deſtroyed his ſon Nadab, and all 
the houſe of Jeroboam. | 


F 1. PF owrver God was in no long time ready to return 

Jeroboam's wicked actions, and the puniſhment 
they deſerved, upon his own head, and upon the heads of all 
his houſe: And whereas a ſon of his lay ſick at that time, 
who was called Abijab, he enjoined his wife to lay aſide her 
robes, and to take the garments belonging to a private per- 
ſon, and to go to Ahijah the prophet, for that he was a won- 
deriul man in foretelling futurities, it having been he who 
told me that I ſhould be King. He alſo enjoined her, when 
ſhe came to him, to inquire concerning the child, as if ſhe 
were a ſtranger, whether he ſhould xr So this diſtemper, 
So ſhe did as her huſband bad her; and changed her habit, 
and came to the city Shiloh, for there did Ahijah live: And 
as ſhe was going into his houſe, his eyes being then dim with 
age, God appeared to him, and informed him of two things, 
that the wife of Jeroboam was come to him, and what an- 
{wer he ſhould make to her inquiry. Accordingly as the wo- 
man was coming into the houſe like a private perſon, and a 
{tranger, he cried out, Come in, O thou wife of Jeroboam: 
+ Why concealeſt thou thyſelf? Thou art not concealed 
from God, who hath appeared to me, and informed me 
that thou waſt coming, and hath given me in command 


what I ſhall fay to thee.” So he ſaid, That © ſhe ſhould 


go away to her huſband, and ſpeak to him thus: Since I 
© made thee a great man when thou waſt little, or rather 
was nothing, and rent the kingdom from the houſe of Da- 
vid, and gave it to thee, and thou haſt been unmindful of 
* theſe benefits, haſt left off my worſhip, haſt made thee 
molten gods, and honoured them, I will in like manner 
* caft thee down again, and will deſtroy all thy houſe, and 
* make them food for the dogs and the fowls : for a certain 
© King is riſing up, by my appointment, over all this people, 
* who ſhall leave none of the family of Jeroboam remain- 
ing. The wultitude alſo ſhall themſelves partake _ the 
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« ame puniſhment, and ſhall be caſt out of this good land, 
« and ſhall be ſcattered into the places beyond Euphrates, 
« becauſe they have followed the wicked practices of their 
« King, and have worſhipped the gods that he made, and 
« forſaken my ſacrifices, But do thou, O woman, make 
„ haſte back to thy huſband, and tell him this meſſage, but 
thou ſhalt then find thy ſon dead, for as thou entereſt the 
« city he ſhall depart this life; yet ſhall he be buried with 
the lamentation of all the multitude, and honoured with 
e general mourning, for he is the only perſon of goodneſs 
« of Jeroboam's family.” When the prophet had foretold 
theſe events, the woman went haſtily away with a diſordered 
mind, and greatly grieved at the death of the fore-named 
child : So ſhe was in lamentation as ſhe went along the road, 
and mourned for the death of her ſon that was juſt at hand. 


Cnar. XI. 


She was indeed in a miſerable condition at the unavoidable. 


miſery of his death, and went apace, but in circumſtances 
very unfortunate, becauſe of her ſon, for the greater haſte. 
ſhe made, ſhe would the ſooner ſee her fon dead, yet was ſhe 
forced to make ſuch haſte on account of her huſband. Ac- 
cordingly, when ſhe was come back, ſhe found that the child 
had given up the ghoſt, as the prophet had ſaid ; and ſhe 
related all the circumſtances to the King. 

2. Yet did not Jeroboam lay any of theſe things to heart, 
but he brought together a very numerous army, and made a 
warlike expedition againſt Abijah, the ſon of Rehoboam, 
who had ſucceeded his father in the kingdom of the two 
tribes, for he deſpiſed him becauſe of his age. But when he 
heard of the expedition of Jeroboam, he was not affrighted at 
it, but proved of a courageous temper of mind, ſuperior both 
to his youth and to the hopes of his enemy, ſo he choſe him 
an army out of the two tribes, and met Jeroboam, at a place 


called mount Zemaraim, and pitched his camp near the 


others, and prepared every thing neceſſary for the fight. His 
army conſiſted of four hundred thouſand, but the army of 
Jeroboam was double to it. Now as the armies ſtood in array 
ready for action, and dangers, and were juſt going to fight, 
Abijah ſtood upon an elevated place, and, beckoning with 
his hand, he, defired the multitude, and Jeroboam himſelf, 
to hear firſt with ſilence what he had to ſay: And when fi- 
lence was made, he began to ſpeak, and told them, God 


had conſented that David and his poſterity ſhould be their 
| 3 | « rulers: 
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* rulers for all time :0 come, and this you yourſelves are 
not unacquainted with; but I cannot but wonder how you 
* ſhould forſake my father, and join yourſelves to his ſervant 
* Jeroboam, and are now here with him to fight againſt 
* thole who, by God's own determination, are to reign, 
* and to deprive them of that dominion which they have 
** {till retained, for as to the greater part of it Jeroboam is 
„ unjuſtly in poſſeſſion of it. However, I do not ſuppoſe he 
will enjoy it any longer, but when he hath ſuffered that 
* puniſhment which God thinks due to him for what is paſt, 
* he will leave off the tranſgreſſions he hath been guilty of, 
and the injuries he hath offered to him, and which he hath 
* ſtill continued to offer, and hath perſuaded you to do the 
* ſame z yet when you were not any farther unjuſtly treated 
* by my father, than that he did not ſpeak to you ſo as to 
&« pleaſe you, and this only in compliance with the advice 
of wicked men, you in anger forſook him, as you pretend- 
« ed, but, in reality, you withdrew yourſelves from God, 
and from his laws, although it had been right for you to 
have forgiven a man that was young in age, and not uſed 
* to govern people, not only ſome diſagreeable words, but 
if his youth and his unſkilfulneſs in affairs had led him in- 
* to ſome unfortunate actions, and that for the ſake of his 
father Solomon, and the benefits you received from him, 
for men ought to excuſe the fins of poſterity on account 
of the benefactions of parents: but you conſidered nothing 
* of all this then, neither do you conſider it now, but come 
„with ſo great an army againſt us. And what is it 
you depend upon for victory? Is it upon theſe golden 
«« heifers, and the altars that you have on high places, which 
are demonſtrations of your impiety, and not of religious 
+ worſhip? Or is it the exceeding multitude of your army 
* which gives you ſuch good hopes? Yet certainly there is 
no ſtrength at all in an army of many ten thouſands when 
the war is unjuſt, for we ought to place our ſureſt hope 
of ſucceſs againſt our enemies in righteouſneſs alone, and 
in piety towards God; which hope we juſtly have, fince 
„we have kept the laws from the beginning, and have 
4 worſhipped our own God, who was not made by hands 
* out of corruptible matter; nor was he formed by a wick- 
ed king, in order to deceive the multitude, but who is 
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es are s his own workmanſhip, and the beginning and end of all 
» you BW things. I therefore give you counſel even now to re- 
ervant I pent, and to take better advice, and to leave off the pro- 
again , ſecution of the war; to call to mind the laws of, your 
reign, country; and to reflect what it hath been that hath ad. 
y have ( vanced you to fo happy a ſtate as you are now in.“ 

oam is 2. This was the ſpeech which Abijah made to the multi- 
ofe he Nude. But while he was (till ſpeaking, Jeroboam fem ſome 
d that ot his ſoldiers privately to encompals Abijah round about, on 
s paſt, Wcer:ain parts of the camp that were not taken notice of; and 
Ity of, Nen he was thus within the compals of the enemy, his ar- 
e hath Niny was affrighted, and their courage failed them, but Abijah 
lo the encouraged them, and exhorted them to place their hopes on 
reated Nod, for that he was not encompaſſed by the enemy. 80 
as to they all at once implored the divine aſſiſtance, while the 
dvice Mprieſts ſounded with the trumpet, and they made a ſhout, 
:tend- and fell upon their enemies, and God brake the courage, and 
God, Wcai down the force of their enemies, and made Abijah's ar- 
ou to Iny ſuperior to them, for God vouchiafed to grant them a 


t uſed Whronderful and very famous victory; and ſuch a 1 ſlaughter 


„ but vas now made of Jeroboam's army, as is never recorded to 
min- have happened in any other war, whether it were of the 
Ff his Greeks, or of the Barbarians, for they overthrew [ and flew} 
him, Wive hundred thouſand of their enemies, and they took their 


COUnt 


ſtrongeſt cities by force, and ſpoiled them; and beſides thoſe, 
thing 


they did the ſame to Vethel and her towns, and Jeſhanah 


come and her towns. And after this defeat Jeroboam never re- 
is it {covered himſelf during the life of Abijah, who yet did not 
den long ſurvive, for he reigned but three years, and was buried 


F hich in 


ious a a 
ae * This is a ſtrange expreſſion in Joſephus, that Gad is bis own work= 
re is manſvip, or that be made bhimſclf, contrary to common ſenſe, and to ca- 
# 908 tholic chriſtianity : Perhaps he only means that he was made by one, but 
Was unoriginated, 
hope + By this terrible, and perſectly unparalleled ſlaughter of 500,000 


and 
Ince 
have 
ands 
1ck- 
0 is 


hig 


men of the newly idolatrous and rebellious ten tribes, God's high diſ- 
pleaſure and indignation againſt that idolatry and rebellion fully appear- 
ed, the remainder were thereby ſeriouſly cautioned not to perſiſt in 
them, and a kind of balance or equilibrium was made between the ten 
and the two tribes for the time to come; while otherwiſe the perpetu- 
ally idolatrous and rebellious ten tribes would naturally have been too 
powerful for the two tribes, which were pretty frequently free both 
from ſuch idolatry and rebellion ; nor is there any reaſon to doubt of. 
the truth of this prodigious uumber flain upon ſo fignal an occaſions. 
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in Jeruſalem, in the ſepulchres of his foreſathers, He left be. 
hind him twenty-two ſons, and fixteen daughters; and he 
had alſo thoſe children by fourteen wives z and Aſa his ſo 
ſucceeded in the kingdom; 3 and the young man's mother 
was Michaiah. Under his reign the country of the Lirzelit 
enjoyed peace fer ten years. 

And fo far concerning Abijah, the ſon of Rehoboan, 
| the ſon of Solomon, as his hiſtory hath come down to us: 
But Jeroboam, the King of the ten tribes, died when he 
had governed them two and twenty years; whoſe ſon Nadah I or 
ſucceeded him, in the ſecond year of the reign of Alu... he 
Now Jeroboam's ſon governed two years, and reſembled hi, c.: 1 b 
father in impiety and wickedneſs, In theſe two years he 
made an expedition againſt Gibbethon, a city of the Phil.. - 
ſtines, and continued the ſiege in order to take it; but he 
was conſpired againſt while he was there, by a friend of hi and f 
whoſe name was Baaſha, the ſon of Ahyah, and was ſlain WW 2. U 
which Baaſha took the kingdom after the other's death, and ictory 
deſtroyed the whole houſe of Jeroboam. It alſo came to paſs <P> 
according as God had foretold, that ſome of Jeroboam's Kin ns. an 
dred that died in the city were torn to pieces and devoured the 
by dogs, and that others of them that died in the fields were 
torn and devoured by the fowls. So the houſe of Jeroboan 
ſuffered the juſt pumihment of his impiety, and of his wicked 
actions. 
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CK. AH "Or 

How Zerah, King of the Ethiopians, was beaten by A/a : andWurned 
huw Ala, upon Baaſha's making war again/t him, invuuel\hole 

the King of the Daniaſcens to affift him; and how, on be hem f 
deſiruction of the houſe of Baaſha, Zimri got the Eingdom, hus: 

as did his ſon Ahab ꝗſter bim. * fron 

| * teou 

y 1. Now Afa, the King of Jeruſalem, was of an excellent cors 

character, and had a regard to God, and neither ' perſ 

did nor deſigned any thing but what had W to the ob- way 

lervation of the laws. Te made a reformation of his king- if tl 

dom, and cut off whatſoever was wicked therein, and puri- con 

hed it from every impurity. Now he had an army of choſen 
men that were armed with targets and ſpears ; out of the « 77 


tribe of Judah three hundred thouſand, and out of the tribe 


of Benjamin, that bore ſhields, and drew bows, two n 
2 


Xvi. Ju 
luture 
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mn _ os fifty thouſand. * But when he had already reigned ten 

re 1 ears, Zerah, King of“ Ethiopia, made an expedition againſt 

; wa im, with a great army, of nine hundred thouſand footmen, 
et 


nd one hundred thouſand horſemen, and three hundred cha- 
jots, and came as far as Mareſhah, a city that belonged to 


he tribe of Judah. Now when Zerah, had paſſed ſo far with 


Iſraelite 


2 A is own army, Aſa met him, and put his army in array over 
Far nu % gainſt him, in a valley called Zephathah, not far from the 
5 Nadal ity; and when he ſaw the multitude of the Ethiopians, he 


ried out, and beſought God to give them the victory, and 


EY hat he might kill many ten thouſands of the enemy: For 

ears " {aid he, I depend on nothing elſe but that aſſiſtance which 
4 Phil expect from thee, which is able to wake the fewer ſupe- 
but he ' rior to the more numerous, and the weaker to the ſtrong- 


d of er; and thence it is alone that I venture to meet Zerah, 
ad fight him.“ 


phy "0 a 2. While Aſa was ſaying this, God gave him a ſignal of 
Ine Wy ictory, and joining battle cheerfully on account of what God 
Des, ad foretold about it, he flew a great many of the Ethiopi- 
tae ns, and when he had put them to flight, he purſued them 
ds wen! the country of Gerar : And when they left off killiog 
r heir enemies, they betook themſelves to ſpoiling them (for 
P he city Gerar was already taken), and to ſpoiling their camp, 


0 that they carried off much gold, and much filver, and a 
great deal of [other] prey, and camels, and geat cattle, and 
flocks of ſheep. Accordingly when Aſa and his army had 
obtained ſuch a victory, and ſuch wealth from God, they re- 


a : andWurned to Jeruſalem. Now as they were coming, a prophet, 
 nvitel rhoſe name was Azariah, met them on the road, and bad 
, 0n te hem ſtop their journey a little; and began to ſay to them 
ingdomWWhus: That“ the reaſon why they had obtained this victory 


from God was this, that they had ſhewed themſelves righ- 
' teous and religious men, and had done every thing ac- 
* cording to the will of God: that therefore he ſaid, if they 
* perſevered therein, God would grant that they ſhould al- 


cellent 
acither 


he ob · ways overcome their enemies, and live happily; but that 
S king- '1f they left off his worſhip, all things ſhall fall out on the 
ors * contrary ; and + a time ſhould come, wherein no true 
choſen 


p * prophet 
The reader is to remember, that C»fs is not Itbipia, but Arabia. 
pee Bochart, B. IV. ch. ii. 
+ Here is a very great error in our Hebrew copy in this.place, 2 Chr. 
Xvi. 3—6. as applying what follows to times paſt, and not to times 
future; whence that text is quite miſapplied by Sir Iſaac Newton. 
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** prophet ſhall be left in your whole multitude, nor a prie! 
* who thall deliver you a true anſwer from the oracle; bu 
«* your cities ſhall be overthrown, and your nation ſcattere( 
* over the whole earth, and live the life oi ſtrangers an 
„ wanderers.” 80 he adviſed them, while they had tin 
to be good, and not to deprive themſelves of the favour 


God. When the King and the people heard this, they en , havi 
Joiced z and all in common. and every one in particulaW-** th 
took great care to behave themſelves righteouſly. The Kine kin 
alſo ſent ſome to take care that thoſe in the country ſhou .4: * 
oblerve the laws alſo, pightr 
3. And this was the ſtate of Aſa, King of the two tribe miſc 
I now return to Baaſha, the King of the multitude of e £2! 
Iſraelites. who flew Nadab, the ſon of Jeroboam, and retaidi'* Kit 
ed the government. He dwelt in the city Tirzah, having” aſſt 
made that his habitation,and reigned twenty-four years. H tendil 
became more wicked and impious than Jeroboam or his {of< glac 
He did a great deal of miſchief to the multitude ; and w. "th hi 
injurious to God, who ſent the prophet Jehu, and told hi“ th 
before hand, That “ his whole family ſhould be deſttoye ere u 
* and that he would bring the ſame miſeries on his houſﬀ'ichic 
© which had brought that of Jeroboam to ruin, becauls thers, 
* when he had been made King by him, he had not requi ow v 
* ed his kindneſs, by governing the multitude righteouſ s anc 
* and religiouſly ; which things, in the firſt place, tende ne 
to their own happineſs, and in the next place, were ple of t 
fing to God, that he had imitated this very wicked Ku r but 
* Jerobcam; and although that man's ſoul had periſhed, ye hich 
„did he expreſs to the life his wickedneſs ; and he fai er tl 
that he ſhould therefore juſtly experience the like calamit ſa, fc 
** with him, ſince he had been guilty of the like wickedneſ I. 
But Baaſha, though he heard before hand what miſeries woul 
befal him, and his whole family, for their inſolent behaviou 
yet did not he leave off his wicked practices for the time * Ih 
come, nor did he care to appear to be other than worſe an Or: 
worle till he died; nor did he then repent of his paſt action hence 
nor endeavour to obtain pardon of God for them, but di. rig] 
as thoſe do who have rewards propoſed to them, when the bin 
have once in earneſt ſet about their work, they do net learf 
ff their labours ; for thus did Baaſha, when the prophe 22 
foretold to him what would come to paſs, grow worſe, as | as, 8 
what were threatened, the perdition of his family, and ti *:/ 
de ſtructio 5. 
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eſtruction of his houſe (which are really among the great- 
ſt of evils), were good things, and, as if he were a comba- 
ant for wickedneſs, he every day took more and more pains 
orit: And at laſt he took his army, and aſſaulted a certain 
onſiderable city called Ramab, which was forty furlongs diſ- 
ant from Jeruſalem ; and when he had taken it, he fortified 
having determined before hand to leave a garriſon in it, 
hat they might thence make excurſions, and do miſchief to 
he kingdom of Aſa. 
4. Whereupon Aſa was afraid of the attempts the enemy 
pight make upon him, and conſidering with himſelf how ma- 
y milchiefs this army that was left in Ramah might do to 
he country over which he reigned, he ſent ambaſſadors to 
he King of the Damaſcens, with gold and ſilver, deſiring 
is aſſiſtance, and putting him in mind that we have had a 
1endihip together from the times of our forefathers. So 
e gladly received that ſum of money, and made a league 
1th him, and broke the friendſhip he had with Baaſha, and 
nt the commanders of his own forces unto the cities that 
ere under Baaſha's dominion, and ordered them to do them 
iſchief. So they went and burnt ſome of them, and ſpoiled 
thers, Ijon, and Dan, and,* Abelmain, and many others. 
ow when the King of Iſrael heard this, he left off build- 
g and fortifying Ramah, and returned preſently to aſſiſt his 
vn people under the diſtreſſes they were in; but Aſa made 
le of the materials that were prepared for building that city, 
r building in the ſame place two ſtrong cities, the one of 
hich was called Geba, and the other M:zpah: So that 
ter this Baaſha had no leiſure to make expeditions againſt 
ſa, for he was prevented by death, and was buried in the 
ty Tirzah; and Ela his fon took the kingdom, who, when 
he 


* This Abe/m:im, or in Joſephus's copy Abellare, that belonged to 
de land of Iſrael, and bordered on the country of Damaſcus, is ſuppoſ- 
, both by Hudſon and Spanheim, to be the ſame with Abel or Abila, 
hence came Abilene. This may be that city ſo denominated from Abel 
e righteous there buried, concerning the ſhedding of whoſe blocd 
thin the compaſs of the land of Iſrael, I underſtand our Saviour's 
ords, about the fatal war and overthrow of Judea by Titus and his 
oman army, That vpen you may come all the rightcous blood ſted upon the 
d, from the blood of righteous Abel ts the blood of Zacharias, ſon of Bara» 
Mas, whom he flew between the temple and the altar. I erily 1 ſay unto you, 
tl theſe things ſball come upon this generation, Matt, xxiii. 35, 36. Luke 
31. 
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he had reigned two years, died, being treacherouſly (lain b 
Zimri, the captain of half his army; for when he was a 
Arza, his ſteward's houſe, he. perſuaded ſome of the horſe 
men that were under him, to aſſault Elah, and by that mean 
he ſlew him when he was without his armed men, and h. 
captains, for they were all buſied in the fiege of Gibbethon 
a city of the Philiſtines. 


Cuar. 4 


miſerab 
ort ti 
who W: 
by Goc 
ty and 
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5. When Zimri, the captain of the army, had killed Ela r 
he took the kingdom himſelf, and according to Jehu's pro the wo 
phecy, ſlew all the houſe of Baaſha; for it came to pals tha ..., pie 
Baaſha's houſe utterly periſhed, on account of his impiety the aff: 
in the ſame manner as we have already deſcribed the deſtruc 
tion of the houſe of Jeroboam : But the army that was be 
ſieging Gibbethon, when they heard what had befallen thy 
King, and that when Zimri had killed him, he had gaineW 77;:y - 
the kingdom, they made Omri their general King, whi wick 
drew off his army from Gibbethon, and came to Tirz 410 
where the royal palace was, and aſſaulted the city, and took 
it by force. But when Zimri ſaw that the city had nom 1. N 
to defend it, he fled into the inmoſt part of the palace, au 
ſet it on fire, and burnt himſelf with it, when he had reig made x 
ed only ſeven days. Upon whieh the people of Iſrael wer predec 
preſently divided, and part of them would have Tibni to Mventior 
King, and part Omri; but when thoſe that were for Omn\Minitate 
ruling had beaten Tibni, Omri reigned over all the multWMbechavi 
tude. Now it was in the thirtieth year of the reign of A tranſgr 
that Omri reigned for twelve years; fix of theſe years lhe had 
reigned in the city Tirzah, and the reſt in the city calleQſhip be 
Semareon, but named by the Greeks S2marza; but he himſe of Eth 
called it Semareon, from Semer, who {old him the mount vas Je 
whereon he built it. Now Omri was no way different fro This v 
thoſe kings that reigned before him, but that he grew wor degree 
than they, for they all fought how they might turn the peoithe go 
ple away from God, by their daily wicked practices; ana grov 
on that account it was that God made one of them to be {la#alle p. 
by another, and that no one perſon of, their families ſhoulWluch al 
remain. This Omri alſo died at Samaria; and Ahab his fall [th 
ſucceeded him. "H. 


6. Now by theſe events we may learn what concern Gol 
hath for the affairs of mankind, and how he loves good met 


and hates the wicked, and deſtroys them root and branch in th 
for many of theſe kings of Iſrael, they and their families, weng“ pear 
5 miſerab! Vor 
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miſerably deſtroyed, and taken away one by another, in a 
ort time, for their tranſgreſſion and wickedneſs; but Aſa, 
who was King of Jeruſalem, and of the two tribes, attained, 
by God's blefling, a long and a bleſſed old age, for his pie- 
ty and righteoulneſs, and died happily, when he had reigned 
forty and one Fane and when he was dead, his ſon Jeho- 
ſhaphat ſucceeded him in the government. He was born of 


lain b 
E Was at 
ae horſe 
at mean 
, and hi 


bbethon 


ed Ela Aſa's wife Azubah. And all men allowed that he followed 
au s prog the works of David his forefather, and this both in courage 
pals tha 2nd piety; but we are not obliged now to ſpeak any more of 
impieig che affairs of this King. 


deſtruc 
Was be 


. 


allen the 

d gained How 4bab, when he had taken Jezebel to wife, became more 
* * wicked than all the Kings that had been before him. Of the 
_Tirza 


actions of the prophet Elijah ; and what befel! Naboth. 


and took 


nad non 1. Now Ahab, the King of Iſrael, dwelt in Samaria, and 
lace, and held the government for twenty-two years; and 
* made no alteration in the conduct of the Kings that were his 
ael wen 


predeceſſors, but only in ſuch things as were of his own in» 
vention for the worſe, and in his moſt groſs wickedneſs. He 
imitated them in their wicked courſes, and in their injurious 
behaviour towards God, and moſt eſpecially he imitated the 


boni to be 
r Omi! 
1e mult 


n of M tranſgreſſion of Jeroboam ; for he worſhipped the heifers that 
years Hhe had made; and he contrived other abſurd objects of wor- 
ty calleihip beſides thoſe heifers ; he alſo took to wife the daughter 
e himle8iof Ethbaal, King of the Lyrians and Sidonians, whoſe name 
nountulwas Jezebel, of whom he learned to worſhip their own gods. 
ent froui This woman was active and bold, and fell into fo great a 
ew worchgdegree of impurity and madneſs, that ſhe built a temple to 
the peothe god of the Tyrians, which they call Belus, and planted 


des; ana grove of all ſorts of trees: ſhe alſo appointed prieſts and 
o be fla falſe prophets to this god. The King alſo himſelf had many 
s ſhouldluch about him, and ſo exceeded in madneſs and wickednels 
b his fall [the kings] that went before him. 


2. There was now a prophet of God Almighty, of Theſ- 


:ern GolWbon, a country in Gilead, that came to Ahab, and ſaid to 


pod menWhim, That © God foretold he would not ſend rain nor dew 
branch WW in thoſe years upon the country but when he ſhould ap- 
ies, weng“ pear.” And when he had confixmed this by an oath, he 
niſerab"oll Vor. II. . departed 
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departed into the ſouthern parts, and made his abode by a 
brook, out of which he had watet to drink : for as for hi; 
food, ravens brought it to him every day: but when that ri. 
ver was dried up for want of rain, he came to Zarephath, 3 
city not far from Sidon and Tyre, for it lay between them, 
and this at the command of God, for [ God told him] that 
ne ſhould there find a woman who was 2 widow, that ſhould 
give him ſuſtenance : So when he was not far off the city, 
he {aw a woman that laboured with her own hands, gather. 
ing of ſticks; fo God informed him that this was the woman 
who was to give him ſuſtenance : ſo he came and faluted her, 
and defied her to bring him ſome water to drink; but a 
(he was going fo to do, he called to her, and would have 
her bring him a loaf of bread alſo: whereupan ſhe affirmed 
upon oath, that (he had at home nothing more than one hand. 
ful of meal, and a little oil, and that ſhe was going to gather 
ſome ſticks, that ſhe might knead it, and make bread for her. 
{elf and her ſon; after which, ſhe ſaid, they muſt periſh, and 
be conſumed by the famine, for the: had nothing for them. 
ſelves any longer. Hereupon he ſaid, Go on with good 
courage, and hope for better things; and firſt of all make me 
* a little cake, and brivg it to me, for I foretel to thee that 
© this veſſel of meal, and this cruiſe of oil, ſhall not fail 
until God ſend ram.” When the prophet had faid this 
ſhe came to him, and made him the before named cakes : d 
which ſhe had part for herſelf, and gave the reſt to her on, 
and to the prophet alſo ; nor did any thing of this fail unti 
the drought ceaſed. Now Menander mentions this drought in 
his account of the acts of Ethbaal, King of the Tyrians; 
where he ſays thus: Under him there was a want of rain 
from the month Hyperberetæus till the month Hyper 
© beretzeus of the year following; but when he made ſuppli 
© cations, there came great thunders. This Ethbaal built 
the city Botrys in Phenicia, and the city Auza in Libya. 
By theſe words he deſigned this want of rain that was in tht 


days of Ahab, for at that time it was that Ethbaal alſo reig- 


ed over the Tyrians, as Menander informs us. 


3. Now this woman, of whom we ſpake before, that ſu. 
tained the prophet, when her ſon was fallen into a diſtempet 
till he gave up the ghoſt, and appeared to be dead, came 1 
the prophet weeping, and beating her breaſt with her hands 
and ſending out ſuch expreſſions as her paſſions Wet th 
: Bibi RM 9.5 + 44 
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e by z her, and complained to him, that he had come to her to re- 
for ul proach her for her ſins, and that on this account it was that 
that ri. ber ſon was dead. But he bid her be of good cheer, and de- 
hath. liver her ſon to him, for that he would deliver him again to 
1 then ber alive. So when ſhe had delivered her ſon up to him, he 
m tber carried him into an upper room, where he himſelf lodged, 
| ſhould and laid him down upon the bed, and cryed unto God, and 
e city aid, That“ God had not done well in rewarding the wo- 
wither * man who had entertained him, and ſuſtained him, by ta- 


woman” king away ker ſon, and he prayed that he would ſend a- 


ed her gain the foul of the child into him, and bring him to life 
but „ again.“ Accordingly God took pity on the mother, and 
d have 45 willing to gratify the prophet, that he might not ſeem 
\frmea to have come to her to do her a miſchief, and the child, be- 
e hang ond all expectation, came to life again. So the mother re- 
> gather turned the prophet thanks, and ſaid, ſhe was then clearly ſa- 
for her ethic that God did converſe with him. 
ich. ande 4+, After a little while Elijah came to King Ahab, ac- 
r them cording to God's will, to inform him that rain was coming. 
th ooo Now the famine had ſeized upon the whole country, and 
5 1 wel here was a great want of what was neceſſary for ſuſtenance, 
nee hal much that it was not only men that wanted it, but the 
not fol arth itſelf alſo, which did not produce enough for the hor- 
xy this ſes, and the other beaſts, of what was uſeful for them to feed 


kes: 0 
her ſon, 
fail until 
ought un 
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Kiah, who was ſte ward over his cattle, and ſaid to him, That 
he would have him go to the fountains of water, and to 
the brooks, that if any herbs could be found for them, 
they might mow it down, and reſerve it for the beaſts.” 


S 2 earth 


* Joſephus, in his preſent copies, ſays, that a little gubile after the 
ecovery of the widow's ſon of Sarepta, God ſent rain upon the earth; 
vhereas, in our other copies, it is after many days, 1 Kings xviii, 1. Se- 


Libya, eral years are alſo intimated there, and in Joſephus, 2. as belong- 
as in thing to this drought and famine; nay we have the expreſs mention of 
ſo reien e bid year, which I ſuppoſe was reckoned from the recovery-of the 

8 idow's ſon, and the ceaſing of this drought in Phenicia, (which, as 
$5.6 Menander informs us here, laſted one whole year): And both our Sa- 


iour and St James affirm, that this Jrought laſted in all three years 
1ſtempetÞnd fix months, as their copies of the old Teſtament then informed 
came ti lem, Luke iv. 25. Jam. v. 17. 3 . 

er hands 1 Joſephus here ſeems to mean, that this drought aſſected all the 
Jated tl abitable earth, and preſently all the carth, as our Saviour ſays it was up- 


her j en 


on, by reaſon of the drought : So the King called for Oba- - 


ind when he had ſent perſons all over the + habitable: 
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earth to diſcover the prophet Elijah, and they could not find 
him, he bid Obadiah accompany him: So it was reſolved 
they ſhould make a progreſs, and divide the ways between 
them, and Obadiah took one road, and the King another, 
Now it happened, that the ſame time when Queen Jezebel 
flew the prophets, that this Obadiah had hidden an hundred 
prophets, and had fed them with nothing but bread and wa- 
ter, But when Obadiah was alone, and abſent from the King, 
the prophet Elijah met him; and Obadiah aſked him who he 
was; and when he had learned it from him, he worſhipped 
him. Elijah then bid him go to the King, and tell him, that 
I am here ready to wait on him. But Obadiah rephed, 
What evil have I done to thee, that thou ſendeſt me to one 
< who ſeeketh to kill thee, and hath ſought over all the earth 
for thee? Or was he ſo ignorant as not to know, that the 
King had left no place untouched unto which he had not 
„ ſent perſons to bring him back, in order, if they could 
« take him, to have him put to death?” For he told him he 
was afraid leſt God ſhould appear to him again, and he ſhould 
£0 away into another place, and that when the King ſhould 
end him for Elijah, and he ſhould miſs of him, and not be 
able to find him anywhere upon earth, he ſhould be put to 
death. He defired him therefore to take care of his preſer- 
vation; and told him how diligently he had provided tor 
thoſe of his own profeſſion, and had ſaved an hundred pro- 
phets, when Jezebel flew the reſt of them, and had kept them 
concezled, and that they had been ſuſtained by him : But 
Elijah bid him fear nothing, but go tothe King; and he a. 
ſured him upon oath, that he would certainly ſhew himſel 

to Ahab that very day. 8 | 
5. So when Obadiah had informed the King that Elijat 
was there, Abab met him, and aſked him in anger. If he 
«« were the man that afflicted the people of the Hebrews, and 
« was the occaſion of the drought they lay under?“ But 
Elijah, without any flattery, ſaid, That“ he was himſcl: 
the man, he and his houſe, which brought ſuch ſad afiitc- 
* tions upon them, and that by introducing ſtrange gods 1t- 
* to their country, and worſhipping them, and by leaving 
„ their own, wha was the only true God, and having ne 
manner 


Bock VIII. 


en all the earth, Luke iv. 25. They who reſtrain theſe expreſſions t0 
the /and of Fudea alone, go without ſufficient authority or examples, 
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manner of regard to him.” However, he bade him go 
his way, and gather together all the people to him to mount 
Carmel, with his own. prophets, and thoſe of his wife's, tel- 
ling him how many there were of them, as allo the prophets 
of the groves, about four hundred in number. ' And as all 
the men whom Ahab ſent for ran away to the for named 
mountain, the prophet Elijah ſtood in the midſt of them, and 
ſaid, How long will you live thus in uncertainty of mind 
«and opinion ;?? He alſo exhorted them, that in caſe they 
eſteemed their own country God to be the true and the only 
God, they would follow him and his commandments, but in 
caſe they eſteemed him to be nothing, but had an opinion of 
the ſtrange gods, and that they ought to worſhip them, his 
counſel was that they ſhould follow them. And when the 
multitude made no anſwer to what he ſaid, Elijah deſired, 
that for a trial of the power of the ſtrange gods, and of their 
own: God, he, who was his only prophet, while they had four 
hundred, might take an heifer and kill it as a facrifice, and 
lay it upon pieces of wood, and not kindle any fire, and that 
they ſhould do the ſame things, and call upon their own gods 
to ſet the wood on fire, for if that were done, they would 
thence learn the nature of the true God. This propoſal pleaſ- 
ed the people. So Elijah bid the prophets to chooſe out an 
hieſer firſt, and kill it, and to call on their gods. But when 
there appeared no eſſect of the prayer or invocation of the 
prophets upon their ſacrifice, Elijah derided them, and bade 
them call upon their gods with a loud voice, for they might 
either be on a journey or aſleep ; and when theſe prophets 
had done fo from morning till noon, and * cut themſelves 
with ſwords and lances, according to the cuſtoms of their 
country, and he was about to offer his ſacrifice, he bid [the 
prophets] go away, but bid [the people] come near and ob- 
ſerve what he did, left he ſhould privately hide fire among 
the pieces of wood : So upon the approach of the multitude, 
he took twelve ſtones, one for each tribe of the people of the 
Hebrews, and built an alter with them, and dug a very deep 
trench; and when he had laid the pieces of wood upon the 
altar and upon them had laid the pieces of the ſacrifices, he 

8 3 ordered 


* Mr Spanhcim takes notice here, that in the worſhip of Mithra, 
the God of the Perſians] the prieſts cut themſelves in the ſame wan- 
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ner as did theſe prieſts in their invocation of Baal, [the God of the Phe - 


nicians]. 
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ordered them to fill four barrels with the water of the fountain, 
and to pour it upon the altar, till it rau over it, and till the 
trench was filled with the water poured into it. When he 
had-done this, he began to pray to God, aad to invocate 
him.to make manifeſt his power to a people that had already 
been in an error a long time : upon which words a fire came 
en a ſudden from heaven, in the fight of the multitude, and 
tell upon the altar, and conſumed the ſacrifice, till the very 
water was ſet on fire, and the place was become dry. 

6. Now when the Iſraelites ſaw this, they fell down-upon 
the ground, and worſhipped one God, and called him the 
great and the only true God, but they called the others mere 
names, framed: by the evil and wild opinions of men. 80 
they caught their prophets, and, at the command of Elijah, 
flew them. Elijah alſo. ſaid to the King, that he ſhould go 
to dinner without any farther concern, for that in a little time 
he would ſee God fend them rain. Accordingly Ahab went 
his way : But Elijah went up to the higheſt top. of mount 
Carmel, and ſat down upon the ground, and leaned his head 
upon his knees, and bade his ſervant go up to a certain eleva- 
ted place, and look towards the ſea, and when he ſhould ſee 
a cloud rifing any where he ſhould give him notice of it, for 
till that time the air had been clear. When the ſervant had 


gone up, and had ſaid many times that he ſaw nothing, at 


the ſeventh time of his going up be ſaid, that he ſaw a ſmall 
black thing in ine ſky, not larger than a man's foot, When: 
Elijah heard that, he ſent to Ahab, and deſired him to go away 
to the city beſore the rain came down. So he came to the 
city Jezreel-; and in a little time the air was all obſcured, and 
covered with clouds, and a vehement ſtorm of wind came 
upon the earth, and with it a gieat deal of rain: and the pro- 
phet was under adivine fury, and ran along with the King's 
chariot unto Jezreel, a city of“ Izar | I{achar]}. 

7. When Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, underfiood what 


figns Elijah had wrought, and how he had ſlain her prophets 
ſhe was angry, and ſent meflengers to him, and by them 


threatened to kill him, as he had deſtroyed her prephets. At 
this Elijah was affrighted and fled to the city called Beer- 


be ba, 


* For Izor we may here read (with Hudſon and Cocceius) Jacber, 
i. e. of the tribe of Iſachar, for to that tribe did Jezreel belong: And 
preſently at the beginning of 5 8. as alſo chap. xv g 4, we may read for 


7zar, with one, MS. nearly, and the ſcripture, Fesree!, for that was the 


city meant in the hiſtory of Naboth, 
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ſheba, which is ſituate at the utmoit limits of the country be- 


longing to tue tribe of Judah, towards the land of Edom; 
and there he left his ſervant and went away into the deſart. 
He prayed allo. that he might die, for that he was not: bet- 
ter than his fathers, nor need he be very deſirous to live when 
they were dead; and he lay and ſlent under a certain tree: 
and when ſome body. awakened him, and he was riſen up, he 
found food ſet by him, and water; ſo when he had eaten, 
and recollected his ſtrength by that his food, he came to 
that mountain which is called Sznaz, where it is related that 
Moſes received his laws from God; and finding there a cer- 
tain hollow cave, he entered into it, and continued to make” 
hi; abode in it: But when a certain voice came to him, but 
from whence he knew not, aud a{ked him, Why he was 
© come thither, and had left the city?“ He ſaid, 'T hat * be- 
4 cauſe he had ſlain the prophets of the foreign gods, and 
had perſuaded. the people that he alone, whom they had 
«* worſhipped from the beginning, was God, he was fought 
for by the King's wife to be puniſhed tor fo doing.” And 
when he had heard another voice, telling him that he ſhould 
come out the next day into the open air, and ſhould thereby 
know what he was to do, he came out of the cave the next 
day accordingly, when he both heard an earthquake, and 
law the bright ſplendour of a fire; and after a filence made, a 
divine noitc exhorted him not to be diſturbed with the cir- 


have power. over him. The voice allo commanded, him to 
return home. and to ordain Jehu, the fon of Nimthi, to be. 
King over their own multitude z and Hazael, of Damalcus, to 
be over the Syrians; and Eliſha of the city Abel, to be a pro- 
phet in his- ſtead: and that of the. impious multitude, tome 
ſhould be flain by Hazael, and others by Jehu, So Elijah, 
upon hearing this charge, returned into the land of the He- 
brews.” And when he found Eliſha, the ſon of Shaphat, 
ploughing, and certain others with-him driving twelve yoke 


himz upon which Eliſha began to prophecy prelently, and 
leaving his oxen, he followed Elijab. And when he defired 
leave to ſalute his parents, Elijah gave him leave ſo to do: 
and when he had taken his leave of them, he followed him, 


cumſtances he was in, for that none of his enemies ſhould: 


of oxen, he came to him, and caſt his own garment, upon 


and became the diſciple and the ſervant of Elijah all the 685 


* 
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of his life. And thus have I diſpatched the affairs in which 


this prophet was concerned, 

8. Now there was one Naboth, of the city Izar [ Jezreel], 
who had a field adjoining to that of the King's: Thie King 
would have perſuaded him to ſell him that his field, which 
lay ſo near to his own 'ands, at what price he pleaſed, that 
he might join them together, and make them one farm; and 
if he would not accept of money for it, he gave him leave to 
chooſe any of his other fields in its ſtead. But Naboth ſaid, 
he would aot do fo, but would keep the poſſeſſion of that land 
of his own, which he had by inheritance from his father 
Upon this the King was greived, as if he had received an 
injury, when he could not get another man's poſſeſſion, and 
he would neither waſh himſelf, nor take any food: And when 
Jezebel aſked him, what it was that troabled him ? and why 
he would neither waſh himſelf, nor eat either dinner or ſup. 
per; he related to her the perverſeneſs of Naboth.; and how 
when he had made uſe of gentle words to him, and ſuch as 
were beneath the royal authority, he had been affronted, and 
had not obtained what he deſired. However, ſhe purſuaded 
him not to be caſt down at this accident, but to leave . off his 
grief, and return to the uſual care of his body, for thar the 
would take care to have Naboth puniſhed : And ſhe immedi- 
ately ſent letters to the ruler of the Iſraelites { Jezreelites] 
in Ahab's name, and commanded them to faſt, and to al- 
ſeinble a congregation, and to ſet Naboth at the head of 
them, becauſe he was: an illuſtrious family, and to have 
three bold men ready to bear witneſs that he had blaſphemed 
God and the King, and then to ſtone him, and ſlay him in 
that manner, Accordingly when Naboth had. been thus tel. 
tified: againſt, as the Queen had written to them, that he had 
blaſphemed againſt God, and Ahab the King, and deſired 
him to take poſſeſſion of Naboth's vineyard on free coſt. 80 
Ahab was glad at what had been done, and roſe up immedi- 
ately from the bed whereon he lay, to go to ſee Naboth's vine- 


yard: But God had great indignation at it, and ſent Elijab 


the prophet to the field of Naboth, to ſpeak to Ahab, and to 
ſay to him, That“ he had ſlain the true owner of that field 
* unjuſtly.” And as ſoon as he came to him, and the King 


had laid, that he might do with him what he pleaſed (for 

he thought it a reproach to him to be thus caught in his fin), 

Elijah ſaid, That * in that very place in which the dead * 
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« dy of Naboth was eaten up by dogs, both his own blood 
6 and that of his wife's, ſhould be (hed, and that all his fa- 
mily ſhosId periſh, becauſe he had been ſo inſolently wie- 
6 ked, and had ſlain a citizen unjuſtly, and contrary to the 
„law of his country.” Hereupon Ahab began to be lorry 
for the things he had done, and to repent of them, and he 
put oa ſackcloth, and went “ barefoot, and would not touch 
any food : he alfo confeſſed his fins, and endeavoured thus 
to appeaſe God. But God faid to the prophet, That © while 
Ahab was living he would put off the puniſhment of his 
family, becauſe he repented of thoſe inſoleut ciumes he 


had been guilty of, but that ſtill he would fulfil his threat-- 


Which meſſage the prophet 


cuing under Ahab's fon.” 
delivered to the King, 


CHA ÞP.. ALY. 


ow Hadad, King of Damaſcus and of Syria, made two 
expeditions againſt Abab, and was beaten, 


: 


t. Wers the affairs of hab were thus, at that 
very time the ſon of Hadad | Benhadad}, who 
as King of the Syrians and of Damaſcus, got together an 


army out of all his country, and procured thirty-two kings 
beyond Euphrates to be his auxiliaries; So he made an ex- 


edition againſt Ahab; but becauſe Ahab's army was not 


like that of Benhadad's, he did not ſet it in array to fight him, 
but having ſhut up every thing that was in the countiy in the 
ſtrongeſt cities he had, he abode in Samaria himſelf, for the 


alls about it were very itrong, and it appeared to be not 
afily to be taken in other reſpects allo. So the King of Sy- 


ria took his army with him, and came to Samaria, and placed 
his ermy round about the city, and beſieged it. He alſo ſent 
an herald to Ahab, and deſired he would admit the ambaſ- 
ſadors he would ſend him, by whom he would let him know 


is pleaſure; So upon the King of Iſrael's permiſſion for 


him to ſend, thoſe ambaſſadors came, and, by their King's 
| * command 


* © The Jews weep to this day, (ſays Jerom, here cited by Reland) 


and roll. themſelves upon fackcloth, in aſhes barefoot, upon, ſuch 
« occaſions.” To which Spanheim adds, That after the ſame man. 
« ner Berenice, when his life was in danger, ſtood at the tribunal of 
Of the war, B. II. ch. xv. {} 1. vol. V. See 


the like of David, 2 Sam, xv. 30. Antiq. B. VII. ch. ix. ya, 
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command, ſpake thus: That Ahab's riches, and his chil 
“ dren, and his wives, were Benhadad's, and if he would 
make an agreement, and give him leave to take as much 
* of what he had as he pleaſed, he would withdraw his ar 
„ my, and leave off the ſiege.” Upon this Ahab bid t 
amb aſſadors to go back, and tell their King, That both 
+ himlelf, and all that he hath, are his poſſeſſions.” Ani 
when theſe amhaſſadors had told this to Benhaded, he ſent 
to him again, and deſired, fince he confeſſed that all he ha 
was his, that he would admit thoſe ſervants of his which he 
ſhould tend the next day, and he commanded him to delive 
to thoſe whom he ſhould ſend whatſoever upon their ſearch. 
ing his palace, and the houſes of his friends, and kindrei tnf. 
they ſhould find to be excellent in its kind, but that W. ©," 
did not pleaſe them they ſhould leave to him. At this fe ned. | 
cond ambaſſage of the King of Syria Ahab was ſurpriſed, aui cad. 
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gathered together the multitude to a congregation, and toi lin v 
them, © That for himſelf he was ready, for their ſafety and "Wh 
„ peace, to give up his own wives and children to the ene. * 
& 4 


my, and to yield to him all his own. poſſeſſions, for that 
% was what the Syrian King required at his firſt ambaſſage 
but that now he defires to ſend his ſervants to ſearch all 
+ their houſes, and in them to leave nothing that is excel. 
© lent in its kind, ſeeking an occaſion of fighting againſt him, 
as knowing that I would not ſpare what is mine own for 
% your lakes, but taking a handle from the diſagreeable term 
he offers concerning you to bring a war upon us: How: 
« ever, I will do what you ſhall reſolve is fit to be done.” 
But the multitude aꝗviſed him to hearken to none of his pro- 
poſals, but to deſpiſe him, and be in readineſs to fight him. 
Accordingly when he had given the ambaſſadors this anſwer 


gates, 7 
eis to 
omma 
* fight 
and 
ſame 
valls. 


nd fle 


amp: 


to be reported, That“ he ſtill continued in the mind to wink 
„ comply with wha terms he at firſt deſired, for the ſafety bat ti 
© of the citizens, butVas for his ſecond deſires he cannot ſub- 

© mit to them,” he diſmiſſed them. 


2. Now when Benhadad heard this he had indignation, 
and ſent ambaſſadors to Ahab the third time, and threaten. ho. 
ed, That © his army would raiſe a bank higher than thoſe hub. 
© walls, in confidence of ' whoſe ſtrength he deſpiſed him, IB 
and that by only each man of his army taking an handful 
aof earth';” hereby making a ſhew of the great number of 
his army, and aiming to affright him. Ahab anſwered, hs buildi 
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che ought not to vaunt himſelf when he had only put on 
his armour, but when he ſhould have conquered his ene- 
mies in the battle,” So the ambaſſadors came back, and 
ound the King at ſupper with his thirty-two kings, and in- 
ormed him of Ahab's, anſwer ; who then immediately gave 
der for proceeding thus: to make lines round the city, and 
aiſe a bulwark, and to proſecute the fiege all manner of 
vays. Now, as this was doing, Ahab was in a great agony, 
nd all his people with him; but he took courage, aud was 
reed from his fears, upon a certain prophet's coming to him, 
nd ſayiag to him, That God had promiſed to ſubdue fo 
many ten thouſands of his enemies under him.“ And 
hen he inquired by whoſe means the victory was to be ob- 
ained, he ſaid, . By the ſons of the princes, but under thy 
conduct, as their leader, by reaſon of their unſkilfulneſs 
(in war].” Upon which he called for the- ſons of the 
rinces, and found them to he two hundred thirty and two 
erſons, So when he was informed that the King of Syria 
ad betaken himſelf to feaſting and repole, he opened the 
zates, and ſent out the princes fons. Now when the centi- 
tis told Benhadad of it, he ſent ſome to meet them, and 
ommanded them, That if theſe men were come out for 
* fighting, they ſhould bind them, and bring them to him; 
and that if they came out pcaceably, they ſhould do the 
* ſame.” Now Ahab had another army ready within the 
valls, but the ſons of the princes fell upon the out-guard, 
nd ew many of them, and purſued the reſt of them to the 
amp: And when the King of Iſrael ſaw that theſe had the 
pper hand, he ſent out all the reit of his army, which fall- 
ug fuddenly upon the Syrians, beat them, for they did not 
ink they would bave come out; on which account it was 


bat they aſſaulted them when they were“ naked, and drunk, 


inſomuch 


* Vr. Reland notes here very truly, that the word zahed, does not 
ways tignify entirely naked, but ſometimes without mens uſual armour, 
'(thoat their uſual robes or upper garments: as g/hen Virgil bids the 

luſbandman plough rater, and ſow naked; when Joſephus ſays, An- 
ty. B. IV. ch. iii. { 2. that God had given che Jews the ſecurity of 
umour when they were naked; and when he here ſays, that Ahab fell 
n the Syrians when they were naked and drunk: when Antiq. B. XI. 
Ch. v. f 8. he ſays, that Nehemiah commanded thoſe Jews that were 
building the walls of Jeruſalem, to take care to have their armour on up- 


u oceation, that the enemy might not fall upon them naked. I addy 
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iaſomuch, that they left all their armour behind them whe 
they tied out of the camp, and the King himſelf eſcaped wit 
Afticulty, by flying away on horſeback : But Ahab went 


10 
great way in purſuit of the Syrians z and when he had ſpoilllif,, 8 
ed their camp, which contained a great deal of wealth, u ** 
1m0:cover a large quantity of gold and ſil ver, he took Benbe = 
dad's chariots aad horles, and returned to the city: But pk 


the prophet told him, he ought to have his army ready, 
cauſe the Syrian King would make another expedition again 
him the next year, Ahab was buſy in making proviſion { 
it accordingly. 

3. Now Penhadad. when he had ſaved himſelf, and 4 
much of his army as he could, out of the battle, he conſu! 
ed with his friends how he might make another expedit; 
againſt the Iſraelites. Now thoſe friends adviſed him n 
to fight with them on the hills, becauſe their God was . 
tent in ſuch places, and/thence it had come to paſs that the 
had very lately been beaten; but they ſaid, that if they joit 


Tay, 
and W 
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upon t 
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* twe: 
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the 83 


ed battle with them in the plain, they ſhould beat then my ſer 
They allo gave him this farther advice, to fend home thd 4 qe 


kings whom he had brought as his auxiliaries, but to reta 


their army. and to ſet captains over it inftead of the king Fo 
and to raiſe an army out of their country, and. let them ED 0 
ve: 


in the place of the former who periſhed in the battle, u 
gether with horſes and chariots. So he judged their cou 
ſel to be good, and acted according to it ia the managme 
of the army. 


loth, 
cient 1 
That 


4. At the beginning of the ſpring, Benhadad took his a wou 
my with him, and led it againſt the Hebrews, an : when! mou 
was come to a certain city which was called 9b, he pitch 9 

L 


ed his camp in the great plain. Ahab alſo went to meet hit | 
with his army, and pitched h s camp over againit him. Je. 


though}? th 

#2 ano 

add, that the caſe ſeems to be the ſame in the ſcripture, when it ſy 6 Jo 

that Saul lay down dated among the prophets, 1 Sam. xix. 24. h calls 

it ſays, that Iſaiah walked rated ani bar ot, II. xx. 2. 3. and whe 4 Woke 
all's 


it ſays, that Peter, vefore he girt his tiher's coat to him, was rake 
Tohn xxi. 7. What is ſaid of David allo gives light to this, who ul de reſt 
reproached by Michael for dancing before the ark, and uncovering bi © but 
ſelf in the cves 75 toe handnaids, as one of the vain fellows fhamefi 15 our ! 
uncovereth hi uſe if, 2 Sam. vi. 14. 20. yet it is there expreſsly ſaid, ve ll dow 
14, that David was girded with a linen ephod, i. e. he had om au t Th 
his robes of ſtate, and put on the ſacerdota]s, Levitical, or ſacred gu with r 91 
ments, proper for luch a ſolemnity. Hing in 
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though his army were very ſmall one, if it were compared 


Hen with the enemies: But the prophet came again to him, and 
1 10 told him, That“ God would give him the victory, that he 


had fo might demonſtrate his own power to be not only on the 
* TY 1 * mountains, but on the plains. alſo;“ which it ſeems was 
K Rent eontrary to the opinion of the Syrians. So they lay quiet in 

i their camp ſeven days, but on the laſt of thoſe days, when 


6 * the enemies came out of their camp, and put themſelves in 
0 axe ray, in order to fight, Ahab alſo brought out his own army, 
hos 4 and when the. battle was joined, and they fought valiantly 

he put the enemy to flight, and purſued them, and preſſed 


If and pon them, and flew them; nay they were deſtroyed by their 

own chariots, and by one another: nor could any more than 
a few of them eſcape to their own city Aphek, who were 
lſo killed by the walls falling upon them, being in number 
* twenty-ſeven thouſand, Now there were ſlain in this bat- 
le an hundred thouſand more: but Benhadad, the King of 
the Syrians, fled away, with certain others of his moſt faith- 
ful ſervants, and hid himſelf in a cellar under ground: And 
when theſe told him, that the Kings of Iſrael were humane 


be conlu! 
expediti 
I him ne 
d WAS pe 
that the 
they jou 
eat then 


thol : : 
os "YN ind merciful men, and that they might make uſe of the uſual 
the king manner of ſupplication, and obtain deliverance from Ahab, 
© them i" cafe he would give them leave to go to him, he gave them 


leave accordingly. So they came to Ahab, clothed in ſack- 


battle, tt a 8 
heir = loth, with + ropes about their heads (for this was the an- 
anag mb lent manner of ſupplication among the Syrians), and ſaid, 


That“ Benhadad deſired he would ſave him, and that he 
DES would ever be a ſervant to him for that favour.** Ahab 


when! eplied,“ He was glad that he was alive, and not hurt in 
he pitd the battle.” And he further promiſed him the fame ho- 
f meet lit „„ Os © "WE s 7 nour 


| him. a * Joſephus's number, two myriads and ſe ven thouſand, agrees here 
thouelvith that in our other copies, as thoſe that were Nlain by the falling 
"ſown of the walls of Aphek; but I ſuſpe ted at firſt that this number 
in Joſephus's preſent copies could not be his original number, becauſz: 
he calls them ol 100, a few, which could hardly be ſaid of ſo many as 
27,000, and becauſe of the improbability uf the tall of a partichlar 
wall's killing ſo many; yet when I conſider Joſephus's next words, iow 
the reſt which were flain in the battle were ten other my u, that 27.0 
ae but a few in compariſon of 100,000; and that it was not a wall, as 
s ſbamef ul, our Engliſh verſion, but the 2vall, os the entire walls of the city, that 
ply Caid, ve fell down, as in all the originals. y 
4 laid aid t This manner of ſupplication for mens lives among the Syrians, 
You! Fu with ropes or halters about their heads, or necks, is, I ſuppote, no itrunge 
Wing in later ages, even in our own country 
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nour and kindneſs that a man would ſhew to his brother; 
So they received aſſurances upon oath from him, that when 
he came to him he ſhould receive no harm from him, and 
then went and brought him out of the cellar wherein he was 
hid, and brought him to Ahab as he fat in his chariot, 80 
Benhaddad worſhipped him; and Ahab gave him his hand, 
and made him come up to him into his. chariot, and kiſſed 
him, and bid him be of good cheer, and not to expect that 


any miſchief ſhould be done to him. So Benhadad returned char 
him thanks, and profefled that he would remember his kind. Bur f 
neſs to him all the days of his life; and promiſed he would mid ! 
reſtore thoſe cities of the Iſraelites which the former king 
had taken from them, and grant that he ſhould have leave to 
come to Damaſcus, as his forefathers had to come to Sama. 4 
ria. So they confirmed their covenants by oaths, and Ahah 4 
made him many preſents, and ſent him back to his own king: 70 
dom. And this was the concluſion of the war that Benha j 
dad made againſt Ahab and the Iſraelites. : 
5. But a certain prophet, whoſe name was * Micaiah, i 1 
came to one of the Iſraelites, and bid him ſmite him on the ; 
head, for by ſo doing he would pleaſe God ; but when he fe] 
would not do ſo, he foretold to him, that finee he diſobeyeiſ : 
the commands of God, he ſhould meet with a lion, and be Abe 
deſtroyed by him. When that ſad accident had befallen th: WH. 
man, the prophet came again to another, and gave him tht fathe 
ſame injunction; fo he ſmote him, and wounded his (kull: (tha 
upon which he bound up his head, and came to the Kine able 
and told him, that he had been a ſoldier of his. and had the ay 
cuſtody of one of the priſoners committed to him by an off. FR 
cer, and that the priſoner being run away, he was in danger roun 
of loſing his own life by the means of that officer, who hal TR 
threatened, him, that if the priſoner eſcaped, he would kill and 
him And when Akab had ſaid, that he would juſtly die 4 
e 
it is here remarkable, that in Joſephus's copy this prophet, 2 be then 
ſevere denur ciation of a diſobedient perſon's flaughter by a lion hz 
lately come to paſs, who was no other than Micaiah, the ſon of Im laß 4 
drho, as he now denounced God's judgment on diſobedient Ahad, * 
ſeems directly to have been that very prophet whom the ſame Ahab 1 he 
1 Kings xXi, 8. 18. complains of, as ene ibm he bated, becauſe he © 
not grophecy good concerning him, but evil, and who in that chapter oper ws 
2 vpruts his denunciations againſt him ; ; all which came to paſs accord 5 ki 
ingly; ner is there any reaſon to doubt but this and the former wet A 


the very ſame prophet, 
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he took off the binding abput his head, and was known by 
the King to be Micaiah the prophet, who made ule of this 
artifice as a prelude to his following words : For he faid, 
That * God would puniſh him who had ſuffered Benhadad, 
a blaſphemer againſt him, to eſcape puniſument; and that 
* he would ſo bring it about, that he ſhould die by the 
* other's means, and his people by the other's “ army.” 
Upon which Ahab was very angry at the prophet, and gave 
command that he thould be put in priſon, and there kept: 
But for himſelf he was in confuſion at the words of Micaiah, 
and returned to his own houſe, "£57 


CHA P- XV. 
Concerning Jehoſhaphat, the King of Jeruſalem; and how 


Ahab made an expedition again/? the Syrians, and was aſ* 
led therein by Jehoſhaphat, but was himſelf overcome in 
battle, and periſhed therein, 


j 1. AD theſe were the circumſtances in which Ahab was. 
But I now return to'Jehoſhaphat, the King of Je- 
ruſalem, who, when he had augmented his kingdom, and had 
ſet garriſons in the cities of the country belonging to his 
lubjects, and had put ſuch garriſons no leſs into thole cities 
which were taken out of the tribe of Ephraim, by his grand- 
father Abijah, when Jeroboam reigned over the ten tribes, 
[than he did into the other]: But then he had God favour- 
able and aſſiſting to him, as being both righteous and religious, 
and ſeeking to do ſomewhat every day that ſhould be agree- 
able aud acceptable to God, The Kings allo that were 
round about him honoured him with the preſents they made 
him, till the riches that he had acquired were immenſely great, 
and the glory he had gained was of a moſt exalted nature, 
2. Now, in the third year of his reign, he called together 
the rulers of the country, and the prieſts, and commanded 


them to go round the land, and teach all the people that 


T 2 were 


* What is moſt remarkable in this hiſtory, and in many hiſtories on 
other occaſions in the Old Teſtament, is this, that during the Jewiſh 
theocracy God acted entirely as the ſupreme King of Iſrael, and the ſu- 
preme general of their armies, and always expeSted that the Iſraelites 
ſhould be in ſuch abſolute ſubjection to him, their ſupreme and heaven- 
ly king, and general of their armies, as ſubje cs and ſoldiers are to their 
earthly kings and generals, ard that uſually without knowing the parti» 
cular reaſons of their in junctions. 
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were under him, city by city, the laws of Moſes, and to 4. 

keep them, and to be diligent in the worſhip of God. With bout 
* this the whole multitude was ſo pleaſed, that they were not v9! 
9 ſo eagerly ſet upon, or affected with any thing ſo much, as Benh 
= the obſervation of the laws. The neighbouring nations alſo MM fake 
i continued to love Jehoſhaphat, and to be at peace with him, Axe 
1 The Philiſtines paid their appointed tribute, and the Arabi. he 
* # ans ſupplied him every year with three hundred and ſixty “rec 
1 lambs, and as many kids of the goats. He alſo fortified the 14nd 
1 great cities, which were many in number, and of great con. Ahal 
Þ ſequence. He prepared alſo a mighty army of ſoldiers and belor 
| weapons againſt their enemies. Now the army of men that n 
W wore their armour was three hundred thouſand of the tribe * 
0 of Judah, of whom Adnah was the chief; but John wal bre 
| chief of two hundred thouſand. The ſame man was chief d De 
4 the tribe of Benjamin, and had two hundred thouſand arch. th! 
q ers under him. There was another chief, whoſe name wa * Wa 
h Jehozabad, who had an hundred and fourſcore thouſand defir 
N armed men. This multitude was diſtributed to be ready fo who 
the King's ſervice, beſides thoſe whom he ſent to the bef ed u 
; fortified cities. | mat 
f 3. Jehoſhaphat took for his ſon Jehoram to wife, ef. 
| daughter of Ahab, the King of the ten tribes, whoſe name Imi 
# was Athaliah, And when, after ſome time, he went to t 
Samaria, Ahab reccived him courteouſly, and treated the bad 

army that followed him in a ſplendid manner, with great laid. 
plenty of corn, and wine, and of ſlain beaſts; and deſired 5 me 

that he would join with him in his war againſt the King al m. 

Syria, that he might recover from him the city Ramoth, n x th 

Gilead ; for though it had belonged to his father, yet had ' by 

the King of Syria's father taken it away from him : and up- 4 * 

on Jehoſhaphat's promiſe to afford him his aſſiſtance (for in. " by 

deed his army was not inferior to the others), and his ſend- Jehe 

ing for his army from Jeruſalem to Samaria, the two kings of 

went out of the city, and each of them ſat on his own throne, K pt 

znd each gave their orders to their ſeveral armies. Now je.. he 

hoſhaphat bid them call ſome of the prophets, if there wer ,, © 

any there, and inquire of them concerning this expedition , by 

againſt the King of Syria, whether they would give then * 

counſel to make that expedition at this time, for there wa a 

peace at that time between Ahab and the King of Syria, 8 


which had laſted three years, from the time he had taken 
him captive till that day. | | 
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4. So Ahab called his own prophets, being in number a- 
bout four hundred, and bid them inquire of God whether he 
would grant him the victory, if he mode an expedition againit 
Benhadad, and enable him to overthrow that city, for whots 
ſake it was that he was going to war. Now theſe prophets 
gave their counſel for making this expedition; and ſaid, That 
he would beat the King of Syria, and, as formerly, would 
reduce him under his power.” But Jehoſhaphat, under- 
ſtanding by their words that they were falſe prophets, aſłed 
Ahab, whether there were not ſome other prophet, and he 
belonging to the true God that we may have ſurer informa- 
tion concerning futurities? Hereupon Ahab ſaid, * There 
* was indeed ſuch an one, but that he hated him, as having 
* propheſied evil to him, and having foretold that he ſhould 
be Cvercome, and flain by the King of Syria, and that for 
„this cauſe he had him now in priſon, and that his name 
* was Micaiab, the fon of Imlab.“ But upon Jehoſhaphat's 
deſire that he might be produced, Ahab ſent an eunuch, 
who brought Micaiah to him. Now the eunuch had inform- 
ed him by the way, that all the other prophets had foretold 
that the King ſhould gain the victory; but he ſaid, That 
„u was not lawful for him to he againſt God, but that he 
* muſt ſpeak what he ſhould fay to him about the king, 
* whatſoever it were.“ When he came to Ahab, and he 
hal adjured him upon oath to ſpeak the truth to him, he 


aid, That © God had ſhewed to him the Hraelites running 


* away, and purſued by the Syrians, and difperſed upon the 
* mountains by them, as are flocks of ſheep diſperſed when 
their ſhepherd is ſlain,” He ſaid farther, That © God 
* ignited to him, that thoſe Iſraelites ſhould return in peace 
„to their own home, and that he only ſhould fall in the 
battle.“ When Micaiah had thus ſpoken, Ahab ſaid to 
Jehoſhaphat, © I told thee a little while ago the diſpoſition 
* of the man with regard to me, aud that he uſes to pro- 
* phety evil to me.“ Upon which Micaiah replied, That 
* he-ought to hear all, what ſocver it be, that God foretels; 
* and that m particular, they were falſe prophets that en- 
* couraged him to make this war, in hope of victory, where- 
* as he muſt fight, and be killed.” Whereupon the King 
was in ſuſpenſe with himſelf: but Zedekiah, one of thoſe 
falſe prophets, came near, and exhorted him not to hearken 
to Micaiah, for he did not at all ſpeak truth; as a demon- 
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{tration of which, he inſtanced in what * Elijah had ſaid, 
who was a better prophet in foretelling futurities than Mi. 
caiah, for he foretold, 'Fhat * the dogs thould lick his blood 
in the city Jezreel, in the field of Naboth, as they licked 
the blood of Naboth, who by his means was there ſtoned 
to death by the multitude : that therefore it was plain that 
this Micaiah was a liar, as contradicting a greater prophet 
than himſelf, and ſaying, that he ſhould be ſlain at three 
days journey diſtance : And { faid he] you ſhall ſoon know 
* whether he be a true prophet, and hath the power of the 
divine ſpirit ; for I will ſmite him, and let him then hurt 
my hand, as Jadon cauſed the hand of Jeroboam the King 
to wither when he would Wendt him, for I ſuppoſe 
* thou haſt certainly heard 0Mthat accident.” So when, 
upon his ſmiting Micaiah, no harm happened to him, Ahab 
took courage, and readily led. his army againſt the King of 
Syria; ſor, as I ſuppoſe, fate was too Fard for him, and 
made him believe that the falſe prophets ſpake truer than the 
true one. that it might take an occaſion of bringing him to 
his end. However, Zedekiah made horns of iron, and ſaid 
to Ahab, That“ God made thoſe horns ſignals, that by 
them he ſhould overthrow all Syria.“ But Micaiah re- 
plied, That“ Zedekiah, in a few days, ſhould go from one 
ſecret chamber to another to hide himſelf, that he might 
** eſcape the puniſhment of his lying.” Then did the King 
give order that they ſhould take Micaiah away, and guard 
him to Amon, the governor of the city, and to give him no- 
thing but bread and water. | 

5. Then did Ahab, and Jehoſhaphat the King of Jeruſa- 
lem, take their forces, and marched to Ramoth, a city ot 
Gilead; and when the King of Syria heard of this expedi- 
tion, he brought out his army to oppoſe them, and pitched his 
camp not far from Ramoth. Now Ahab and Jehoſhaphat 


hed agreed, that + Ahab ſhould lay afide his royal robes, but 
that 


* Theſe reaſonings of Zedekiah the falſe prophet, in order to per- 
ſuade Ahab nut to believe Micaiah the true prophet, are plauſible, but 
being omitted in our other copies we cannot now tell whence Joſephus 
had them, whether from his own temple copy, from ſome other origi- 
nal author, or from- certain ancient notes. That ſome ſuch plauſible 
ebjction was now raiſed againſt Micaiah is very likely, otherwiſe je- 
hoſhaphat, who uſed to diſbelieve all ſuch falſe prophets, could never 
have been induced to accompany Ahab in theſe deſperate circumſtances. 
+ This reading of Joſcphu:'s, that Jehoſhaphat put on not his * 
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had ſaid, What the King of Jeruſalem ſhould put on his [Ahab's] pro- 
han Mi. Wer habit, and ſtand before the army, in order to diſapprove, 
1s blood Why this artifice, what Micaiah had foretold : But Ahab's fate 
y licked Wound him out without his robes; for Benhadad, the King of 
e ſtoned Haflyria, had charged his army, by the means of their com- 
lain that Waanders, to kill nobody elſe, but only the King of Iſrael. 
prophet Wo when the Syrians, upon their joining battle with the Iſ- 
at three Waclites, ſaw Jehoſhaphat ſtand before the army, and conjec- 
on know ured that he was Ahab, they fell violently upon him, and 
er of the Wncompaſſed him round; but when they were near, and knew 
hen hurt {What it was not he, they all returned back ; and while the 
he King ght laſted from the morning light till late in the evening, 
ſuppoſe Wand the Syrians were conquerors, they killed nobody, as 
o when, heir King had commanded them; And when they ſought 
n, Ahab o kill Ahab alone, but could not find him, there was a 
King of Woung nobleman belonging to King Benhadad, whoſe name 
1m, and ras Naaman ; he drew his bow againſt the enemy, and 
than the Wounded the King through his breaſt-plate in his lungs, 
him to ſpon this Ahab reſolved not to make his miſchance known 
and ſaid No his army, leſt they ſhould run away, but he bid the driver 
that by f his chariot to turn it back, and carry him out of the bat- 
daiah re- Nie, becaufe he was ſorely and mortally wounded : However, 
rom one fe ſat in his chariot, and endured the pain till ſun-ſet, and 
1e might When he fainted away and died. 
he King WM 6. And now the Syrian army, upon the coming on of the 
d guard Whight, retired to their camp; and when the herald belonging 
him no- No the camp gave notice that Ahab was dead, they returned 
| dome: and they took the dead body of Ahab to Samaria, 
f Jeruſa- ]Wnd buried it there; but when they had waſhed his chariot 
a city of n the fountain of Jezreel, which was bloody with the dead 
expedi- ody of the King, they acknowledged that the prophecy of 
ched his ]{WFlijah was true, for the dogs licked his blood, and the har- 
»\haphat ots continued afterwards to waſh themſelves in that fountain; 
bes, but Nut ſtill he died at Ramoth as Micaiah had foretold. And 
that as 
r to per- b 
ble, but it Ahab's robes, in order to appear to be Ahab, while Ahab was 
- Joſephus Pithout any robes at all, and hoped thereby to eſcape his own evil ſate, 
her origi- nd diſprove Micaiah's prophecy againſt him, is exceedivg probable. 
plauſible t gives great light alſo to this whole hiſtory; and ſhews, that although 
rwiſe Je- bab hoped Jehoſhaphat would be miſtaken for him, and run the only 
uld never k of being lain in the battle, yet wa he entirely diſappainted, while 
nſtances. ill the eſcape of the good man Jehoſhaphat, and the ſlaughter of the 
t his own d man Ahab, demonſtrated the great diſtinction that divine provi 
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as what things were * foretold ſhould happen to Ahab by thy 
two prophets came to paſs, we ought thence to have hich ng 
tions of God, and every where to honour and worſhip hin 
and never to ſuppoſe that what is pleaſant and agreeabjz j 
worthy of belief before what is true, and to eſteem nothing 
more adyantageous than the gift of prophecy, and that fore 


knowlege of future events, which is derived from it, fincy ( 
God ſhews men thereby what we ought to avoid. We my 
alſo gueſs from what happened to this King, and have reaſo [ Fr 


to conſider the power of fate, that there is no way of avoidin 
it, even when we know it. It creeps upon human ſouls, ar 
flatters them with pleaſing hopes, till it leads them about! 
the place whence it will be too hard for them. According! 
Ahab appears to have been deceived thereby, till he diſh; 
lieved thoſe that foretold his defeat, but by giving credit 
ſuch as foretold what was grateful to him, was ſlain; and li 


encer 
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* We have here a very wiſe reflection of Toſephus's about divine pr 
vidence, and what is derived from it, propuecy, and the inevitable ce 
tainty of its accompl:ſhment ; and that when wicked men think the 
take proper methods to elude what is denounced againſt them, and t 
eſcape the divine judgments thereby threatened them, without repent 
ance, they are ever by providence infatuated to bring about their on 
deſtruction, and thereby withal to demouitcate the perfeR veracity 
that God whole predictions they in vain cuyzavoured to clude, 
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encerning Jeboſbaphat again; how he conſtituted Judges, 
and, by God's affiſtance, overcame his enemies, 


1. Was Jehoſhaphat the King was come to Jeruſalem, 


divine pr from the aſhſtance he had afforded Ahab, the 
2 ing of Iſrael, when he fougLt with Benhadad King of Sy- 
em an , the prophet Jehu met him, and accuſed him for aſſiſting 
3 repen hab, a man both impious and wicked; and ſaid to bim, 
t their hat“ God was diſpleaſed with him for ſo doing, but that 
— he delivered him from the enemy notwithſtanding he had 
de. 


ſinned, becauſe of his own proper diſpoſition, which was 
good.” Whereupon the King betook himſelf to thankſ- 
frings and ſacrifices to God; after which he preſently went 
ver all that country which he ruled round about, and taught 
e people, as well the laws which God gave them by Mo- 
es, and that religious worſhip that was due to him. He al- 
0 conſtituted Judges in every one of the cities of his king- 
om; and charged them “ to have regard to nothing ſo much 
in judging the multitude as to do juſtice, and not to be 
moved by hribes, nor by the dignity of men eminent for 
either their riches, or their high birth, but to diſtribute 
' juſtice equally to all, as knowing that God is conſcious of 
every ſecret action of theirs.” When he had himſelf in- 
tructed them thus, and gone over every city vf the twotribes, 
returned to Jeruſalem, He there alſo conſtituted judges 

out 


N 
a 
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out * of the prieſts, and the Levites, and principal perſons e 
the multitude, and admoniſhed them to paſs all their ſenty 
ces with care and juſtice : And that if any of the people 
his country had differences of great confequence, they ſhout 
ſend them out of the other cities to theſe judges, who wol 
be obliged to give righteous ſentences concerning ſuch cx 
ſes; and this with the greater care, becauſe it is proper th 
the ſentences which are given in that city wherein the te 
ple of God is, and wherein the King dwells, be given wi 
great care, and the utmoſt juſtice, Now he ſet over the 
Amariah the prieſt, and Zebadaiah, [both] of the tribe. 
Judah; and after this manner it was that the King orden 
theſe affairs. 

2. About the ſame time the Moabites and Ammont 
made an expedition againſt f ehoſhaphat, and took with the 
a great body of Arabians, and pitched their camp at Enge 
a City that 1s ſituate at the lake Aſphaltitis, and diſtant thr 
hundred furlongs from Jeruſalem. In that place grows t 
beſt kind of palm-trees, and the + opobalſamum. Now | 
hothaphat heard that the enemies had paſſed over the lak 
and had made an irruption into that country which belong 
to his kingdom; at which news he was affcighted, and ci 
ed the people of Jeruſalem to a congregation in the temp 
and ſtanding over againſt the temple itſelf, he called up 


God, © To afford him power and ſtrength, ſo as to nll In 
+ puniſhment on thoſe that made this expedition againſt the , f 
(for that thoſe who built this his temple had prayed, t n 15 
* he would protect that city, and take vengeance on tho f by 
* that were ſo bold as to come againſt it), for they are cu 
to take from us that land which thou haſt given us for Af hk 
_* poſſeſſion.” When he had prayed thus, he fell into tea — 
and the whole multitude, together with their wives and cl = 8 
dren, made their ſupplications alſo: Upon which a certaliil. ©” 
prophet, Jahazie: by name, came into the midſt of the afſen ny 
bly, and cried out, and ſpake both to the multitude, and! 4 | 
the King, That © God heard their prayers, and promil We. 
| eſtrus 


* Theſe Judges, conſtituted by Jehoſhaphat, were a kind of Jen G for 
lem ſanhedrim, out of the prieſts, the Levites, and the principal of ng 
people, both here and 2 Chr. xix. 8. much like the old Chriſtian judiWc) 01}: 
tures of the biſhop, the preſbyters, the deacons, and the people, n acc 


N this precious balſam, ſee the note on Antiq. B. VIII. 
VI. 0 | 
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| perſons ¶ co fight againſt their enemies.” He alſo gave order, that 
cir ſentele King ſhould draw his forces out the next day, for that 
> people fi ſhould find them between 1 and the aſcent of 
they ſhou ngedi, at a plage called the Eminence, and that he ſhould 
who won ot fight againſt them, but only ſtand till, and ſee how God 
g ſuch ca ould fight againſt them, When the prophet: had ſaid this, 
proper th oth the King and the multitude fell upon their faces, and 
in the tee thanks to God, and worſhipped him; and the Levites 
given vi hetinued ſinging hymns to God with their inſtruments of 
over the. 


. As ſoon as it was day, and the King was come into 
at wilderneſs which was under the city of Tekoa, he ſaid 
the multitude, That © they ought to give credit to what 


he tribe! 
ng ordere 


Ammon the prophet had ſaid. and not to ſet themſelves in array for 
Frith the MW fighting, but to ſet the prieſts, with their trumpets, and 
at Engel the Levites, with the ſingers of hymns, to give thanks to 
(tant tun God, as having already delivered our country from our 


enemies.” This opinion of the King pleaſed [the people], 
d they did what he adviſed them to do. So God cauſed 


grows { 


Now | 


r the Ua terror and a commotion to ariſe among the Ammonites, 
u belong bo thought one another to be enemies, and ſlew one another, 
PF bauch that not one man out of ſo great an army eſcaped ; 

7 emp d when Jehoſhaphat looked upon that valley wherein their 
.alled up emies had been encamped, aud ſaw it full of dead men, he 


joiced at ſo ſurpriſing an event, as was this aſſiſtance of God, 


ink} 
ade 2 tle he himſelf, by his own power, and without their labour, 
rayed 8-4 given them the victory. He alſo gave his army leave to 
3 


ke the prey of the enemies camp, and to ſpoil their dead 
odies; and indeed ſo they did for three days together, till 
ey were weary, ſo great was the number of the ſlain ; and 
n the fourth day, all the people were gathered together, un- 
da certain hollow place or valley, and-bleſſed God for his 
ower and aſſiſtance, from which the place had this name 


ce on tho 
y are col 
en us for 
into tean 
es and cl 


1 ven it, The valley of [ Berachah or] bleſſing. 
* we) 4. And when the ny had brought his army back to Je- 
d oromil alem, he betook himſelf to celebrate feſtivals, and offer 


crifices, and this for many days. And indeed after this 


4h « 


foreign nat they were all greatly affrighted, as ſu 

4 of e gn nations, they greatly g 

. * oſing that God would openly fight for him hereafter. 9 
riſtian ju ehoſhe phat from that time lived in great glory and ſplendour, 
ple. n account of his righteouſyeſs and his piety towards God: 


„B. VII. He 


eſtru®ion of their enemies, and when it cams to the ears of 


% 
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He was alſo in friendſhip with Ahab's ſon, who was King o 
Iſrael; and he joined with him in the building of ſhips tha 
were to fail to* Pontus, and the traffic cities of Thrace; buth 
failed of his gains, for the ſhips were deſtroyed by being ſe 


Boox IX 


great [and unwieldy]; on which account he was no longe! 


concerned about ſhipping. And this is the hiſtory of Jeho 
ſhaphat, the King of Jeruſalem. 


CAP: IE 
Concerning Ahaziah the King of Iſrael; and again eoncery 
ing the prophet Elyah. 


F 1. A vv now Ahaziah, the ſon of Ahab, reigned oy 
Iſrael, and made his abode in Samaria. He was 
wicked man, and, in all reſpects, like to both his parents 
and to Jeroboam, who firſt of all tranſgreſſed, and began ti 
deceive the people. 
King of Moab fell off from his obedience, and left off pay 
ing thoſe tributes which he before payed to his father Ahab 
Now it happened that Ahaziah, as he was coming dow 
from the top of his houſe, fell down from it, and in his fick 
neſs ſent to the + Fly, which was the god of Ekron, for that 
was this. god's name, to inquire about his recovery: But the 
God of the Hebrews appeared to Elijah the prophet, and 
commanded him to go and meet the meſſengers that wert 
ſent, and to aſk them, Whether the people of Iſrael hat 
% not a Gad of their own, that the King ſent to a foreig 
god to inquire about his recovery? and to bid them re 
turn and tell the King, that he would not eſcape this dil 
« eaſe, 


® What are here Pontus and Thrace, as the places whither Jchoſh 
phat's fleet ſailed, are in our other copies Ophir and Tarſbiſs, and tix 
place whence it ſailed is in them Eziongeber, which lay on the Red Sa 
whence it was impoſſible for any ſhips to ſail to Pontus or Thrace; ſo tha 
Joſephus's copy differed from our other copies, as is farther plain fro 
his own words, which render what we read, that the ſoips were broken d 
Eziongeber, from their unwieldy greatneſs. But ſo far we may concluce 
that Joſephus — one Opbir to be ſomewhere in the Mediterraneat 
and not in the South Sea, though perhaps there might be another Ophi 
in that South Sea alſo, and that fleets might then ſail both from Phe 
nicia and from the Red Sea fetch the gold of Ophir. 

+ This god of flies ſeems to have been ſo called, as was the like g. 
among the Greeks, from his ſuppoſed power over flies, in driving then 
away from the fleſh of their ſacrifices, which otherwiſe would have bed! 
very troubleſome to them, | 


On the ſecond year of his reign, tht 
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« eaſe.” And when Elijah had performed what God had 


commanded him, and the meſſengers had heard what he ſaid, 
they returned to the King immediately : and when the King 
wondered how they could return ſo ſoon, and aſked them 
the reaſon of it, they ſaid, That © a certain man met them, 
and forbad them to go on any farther, but to return, and 
tell thee, from the command of the God of Iſrael, that 
«© this diſzaſe will have a bad end.” And when the King 
bid them deſcribe the man that ſaid this to them, they re- 
plied, That“ he was an hairy man, and was girt about with 
* a girdle of leather.” So the King underſtood by this that 
the man who was deſcribed by the meflengers was Elijah ; 
whereupon he ſent a captain to him, with fifty ſoldiers, and 
commanded them to bring Elijah to him: And when the 
captain that was ſent found Elyah fitting upon the top of 
an hill, he commanded him to come down, and to come to 
the King, for ſo had he enjoined, but that in caſe he refuſ- 
ed, they would carry him by force. Elijah ſaid to him, 
„That you may have a trial whether I be a true prophet, 
« I will pray that“ fire may fall from heaven, and deſtroy 
+ both the ſoldiers and himſelf.” So he prayed, and a 
whirlwind of fire fell [from heaven] and deſtroyed the cap- 
tain, and thoſe that were with him. And when the King 
was informed of the deſtruction of theſe men, he was very 

Vor, II. X U angry 


® It is commonly eſteemed a very cruel action of Elijah's, when he 
called for fire from heaven, and conſumed no fewer than two captains 
and an hundred ſoldiers, and this for no other crime than obeying the 
orders of their King, in attempting to ſeize him; and it is owned by 
our Saviour, that it was an inſtance of greater ſeverity than tlie ſpirit of 
the New Teſtament allows, Luke ix. 54. But then we muſt conſider, 
that it is not unlikely that theſe captains and ſoldiers believed that they 
were ſent to fetch the prophet, that he might be put to death for fore- 
telling the death of the King, and this while they.knew him to be the 
prophet of the true God, the ſupreme King of Iſrael (for they were 
{till under the theocracy), which was no leſs than impiety, rebellion, 


and treaſon, in the higheſt degree: Nor would the command of a ſub- 


altern, or inferior captain, contradicting the commands of the General, 
when the captain and the ſoldiers both knew it to be ſo, as I ſuppoſe, 
juſtify or excufe ſuch groſs rebellion and diſobedi in ſoldiers at this 
diy. Accordingly when Saul commanded his guards to ſlay Ahimelech, 
and the prieſts at Nob, they knew it to be an unlawful command, and 
would not obey it, 1 Sam. xxii. 17. From which caſes both officers and 
ſoldiers may learn, that the commands of their leaders or Kings cannot 
juſtify or excuſe them in doing what is wicked in the ſight of God, or 
in fighting in an unjuſt cauſe, when they know it ſo to be, 
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angry, and ſent another captain with the like number of arn. 
ed men that were ſent before. And when this captain ally 
threatened the prophet, that unleſs he came down of his own 
accord, he would take him and carry him away, upon hin. Jer 
prayer againſt him, the fire [from heaven] {flew this captai Moab, 
as well as the other. And when upon inquiry the King was the dec 
informed of what happened to him, he ſent out a third cay 

tain. But when this captain, who was a wiſe man, and of 1. W 
mild diſpoſition, came to the place where Elijah happened 

to be, and ſpake civilly to him; and ſaid, That © he kne ing of 
« that it was without his own conſent, and only in ſubmiflic efore, 
« to the King's command, that he came to him; and th Ahazia 
« thoſe that came before did not come willingly, but on th houſand 
„ ſame account: He therefore defired him to have pity e had g 


age. II 


„ thoſe armed men that were with him; and that he wouit oſhaph: 
* come down, and follow him to the King.“ 80 Elijah ac zinning 
cepted of his diſcreet words and courtcous behaviour, de war 
came down and followed him. And when he came to thWad dep: 
King he prophefied to him, and told kim, 'That © God fail dromiſec 


e fince thou haſt deſpiſed him as not being Ged, and ſo dom, v 
able to foretel the truth about thy diſtemper, but Haſl ſer edition 
„to the god of Ekron to inquire of him what will be th ſiſtance 
4 end of this thy diſtemper, know this, that thou ſhalt die ame to 

2. Accordingly the King in a very little time died, as El ertainec 
jah had foretold; but Jehoram his brother ſucceeded him hem to 
the kingdom, for he died without children: But for this ] ilderne 
horam he was like his father Ahab in wickedneſs, and reigt ven dz 
ed twelve years, indulging himſelf in all ſorts of wickedncMvr the « 
and impiety towards God, for leaving off his worſhip, | vads by 
worſhipped-foreign gods, but in other reſpects he was an ere al. 
tive man. Now at this time it was that Elijah diſappeare realo 
from among men, and no one knows of his death to th: Ines h 
very day; but he left behind him his diſciple Eliſha, as v elirert 
have formerly declared. And indeed, as to Elijah, and? t Moab 
to Enoch, who was before the deluge, it is written in the . rage 


cred books that they diſappeared, but ſo that nobody knebether 
that they died. - 8 e migh 
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don bi Jeram and Je hoſbhapbat made an expedilton againſt the 
captau Mal, : As alſo concerning the wonders of Elijba ; and 
ng wa the death of Jeho/haphat. | 

rd cap, 


nd of; 


determined to make an expedition” againſt the 


ppenedl . 

e knen Niag of Moab, whoſe name was Meſba; , for as we told you 
wiffichefoce, he was departed from his obedience to his brother 
nd th Ahaziah ], while he payed to his father Ahab two hundred 


ten th louſand ſheep, with their fleeces of wool. When therefore 
pity e had gathered his own army together, he ſent allo to. Je- 
- wouWoſhaphat, and entreated him, that ſince he had from the be- 
ah ac rnning been a friend to his father, he would afliſt him in 
ur, zue war that he was entering into againſt the Moabites, who 
to ad departed from their obedience z who not only himſelf 
od ſaidW@romiſed to aſſiſt him, but would alſo oblige the King of 


1 {o u dom, who was under his authority, to make the ſame ex- 
:afl ſer 


be ti ſiſtance from Jehoſhaphat, he took his army with him, and 
it die ame to Jeruſalem; and when he had been fumptuouſly en- 
,as El ertained by the King of Jeruſalem, it was reſolved upon by 
1 bim iMWbem to take their march againſt their enemies through the 
this Milderneſs of Edon : And when they bad taken a compals of 
d reizaW ven days journey, they were in diſtreſs for want of water 
kedue r the cattle, and for the army, from the miſtake of their 
hip, Heads by the guides that conducted them, inſomuch that they 
$ an acere all in an agony, eſpecially Joram; and cried to God, 
pear” reaſon of their ſorrow, aud [defired to know] what wick- 
to th dels had been committed by them, that induced him to 


eliver three kings together, without fighting; unto the King 
{ Moab. But Jehoſhaphat, who was a righteous man, en- 
ouraged him, and bid him ſend to the camp, and knew 
hether any prophet of God was come along with them, that 
e might by him learn from God what we ſhould do. And 
hen one of the ſervants of Jorum ſaid, that he had ſeen 
nere Eliſha, the ſon of Shaphat, the diſciple of Elijah, the 
hree kings went to him, at the entreaty of Jehoſhaphat: ard 
hen they were come at the prophet's tent, which tent was 
ditched out of the camp, they aſked him,“ What would be- 
come of the army ?” and Joram was particularly very preſ; 
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I. Wues Joram had taken upon him the kingdom, he 


edition alſo. When Joram had received theſe aſſurances of 
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fing with him about it. And when he replied to him, Thad that 
he ſhould not trouble him, but $0 to his father's and mog that 


nd then 
ent in | 
the en 
but then 


zand ab 


** ther's prophets, for they [to be ſure] were true prophets," 
he ſtill defired him to prophecy, NN ſave — 78 he 
{wore by God, that he would not anſwer him, unleſs it wen 
on account of Jehoſhaphat, who was an holy and righteoy 
man; and when, at his deſire, they brought him a man that 


could play on the pſaltery, the divine ſpirit came upon hin ers of 
as the muſic played, and he commanded them to dig manyſ>"4 whe 
trenches in the valley; for, {aid he, Though there appeuff re th 
** neither cloud, nor wind, nor ſtorm of rain, ye ſhall ſe .“ red t 
* this river full of water, till the army and the cattle b dow! 
p ſaved for you by drinking of it: Nor will this be all th. of 
* favour that you ſhall receive from God, but you ſhall al“. 1 

overcome your enemies, and take the beſt and ſtrongeſ d a ſieg 


hy cities of the Moabites, and you ſhall “ cut down thei force 

fruit trees, and lay waſte their country, and ſtop up thei?» n 
* fountains and rivers.” ,orleme 

2. When the prophet had ſaid this, the next day, before oft ne; 
the ſun was riſen, a great torrent ran ſtrongly : for God ha . fe 
cauſed it to rain very plentifully at the diſtance of three dai et 
journey in Edom, ſo that the army and the cattle founW!*'"> au 
water to drink in abundance. But when the Moabites heat r. 
that the three kings were coming upon them, and made thei! e mig! 


approach through the wilderneſs, the King of Moab gathered hole | 
his army together preſently ; and commanded them to patcl hey co 
their camp upon the mountains, that when the enemies and wer 
ſhould attempt to enter theis country, they might not be con aiſed tl 
cealed from them. But when at the riſing of the ſun the 0 Jehe 
ſaw the water in the torrent, for it was not far from tiber, a 
land of Moab, and that it was of the colour of blood, fo died, k 
at ſuch a time the water eſpecially looks red, by the ſhining" enty. 
of the ſun upon it, they e a falſe notion of the ſtate ol rulalem 
their enemies, as if they had flain one another for thirſt; 
| al. 
» This practice of cutting down, or plucking up by the roots the fruit A 
trees, was ſorbidden, even in ordinary wars, by the law of Moſe my 
Deut. xx, 19, 20. and only allowed by God in this particular caſe, whe Were 
the Moabites were to be puniſhed and cut off in an extraordinary nfan 
ner for their wickedneſs. See Jer. xlviii. 11, 12, 13. and many the \ I. 
like prophecies againſt them. Nothing could therefore juſtify this prac ] 
tice but a particular dommiſſion from God by his prophet, as in tht for, w'. 


preſent caſe, which was ever a ſufficient warrant for breaking any ſud 
Titual or ceremonial law whatſoever. 


. l. THE JEWS. 1 


4 that the river ran with their blood. However, ſuppoſ- 


m, That weve 
et mo. that this was the caſe, they deſired their King would 
»phers," MW" them out to ſpoil their enemies; whereupon they all 

80 he eat in haſte, as to an advantage already gained, and came 


the enemies camp, as ſuppoling'them deſtroyed already. 
but their hape deceived them, for as their enemies ſtood 
bund about them, ſome of them were cut to pieces, and 
thers of them were diſperſed, and fled to their own country. 


it were 
ghteou 


nan that 


* ad when the Kings fell into the land of Moab, they over- 
appeufſrew the cities that were in it, and ſpoiled their fields, and 
hall ſearred them, filling them with ſtones out of the brooks, and 


at down the beit of their trees, and ſtopped up their foun- 
ins of water, and -overthreay their walls to their foundas 
ions. But the King of Moah, when he was purſued, endur- 


ittle be 
» all the 


II all Ng OL Moal 
was. d a fiege, and ſeeing his city in danger of being overthrown 
mn then) force, made a fally, and went out with ſeven hundred 


nen, in order to break through the enemies camp with his 
,orlemen, on that fide where the watch ſeemed to be kept 
oft negligently ; and when, upon trial, he could not get 
way, for he light upon a place that was garefully watched, 
de returned into the city, and did a thing that ſhewed de- 


1Þ they 


, before 
rod had 


ee day 


e four pair, and the utmoſt diſtreſs; for he took his eldeit ſon, who 
$ heul las to reign after him, and lifting him up upon the wall, that 
de thei might be viſible to all the enemies, he offered him as a 
atherel hole burnt-offering to God, whom, when the kings ſaw, 
o pite hey commiſerated the diſtreſs that was the occaſion of it, 
enemiellnd were ſo affected, in way of humanity and pity, that they 


be con iſed the ſiege, and every one returned to his own houſe. 


un theo fehoſhaphat came to Jeruſalem, and continued in peace 
om thhere, and outlived this expedition but a little time, and then 
od, fo died, having lived in all fixty years, and of them reigned 
(hinindMWventy-five. He was buried in a magnificent manner in le- 
ſtate oFÞvialem, for he had imitated the actions of David. 

thirſt «27 


C HAP, IV. | 
Jeboram . ſucceeds Jehoſhaphat : how Joram, his nameſale, 


an 


. King of Iſrael, fought with the Syrians 5 and what wonders 
e, whel were done by ibe prophet Eliſha, * 
ry nan | ? 3 | Ins 
any t 1. 1 had a good number of children; but he 
nis prac appointed his eldeſt fon, Jehoram, to be his ſuccel- 


s in the 


any ſud lor, who had the lame. name with his mother's brother, 
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that was King of Iſrael, and the ſon of Ahab. Now vbeſ z. * ] 
the King of Iſrael was come out of the land of Moab to Sorted h 
maria, he had with him Eliſha the prophet, whoſe acts Nome Sy 
have a mind to go over particularly, for they were illuſtrious the pr 
and worthy to be related, as we have them ſet down in ag. Ar 
facred books. ; n ambul 

2. For they ſay that the ® widow of Obadiah, Ahab Had betr 
ſteward, came to him, and faid, That © he was not ignoWnd ſaid 
* rant how her huſband had preſerved the prophets thallfthe threa 
were to be ſlain by Jezebel, the wife of Ahab; for {heir pr: 


* ſaid that he hid an hundred of them, and had borrowedWret to 
money for their maintenance, and that after her huſband\MWnemy. 
death, ſhe and her children were carried away to be mad ſhould 


*© ſlaves by the creditors ; and ſhe defired of him to ha cover: 
* mercy upon her on account of what her huſband did, aui he ou; 
* afford her ſome afliſtance.” And when he aſked her wha cover: 
ſhe had in the houſe, ſhe "ſaid, nothing but a very ſmallMec gave 
quantity of oil in a cruiſe, So the prophet bid her go awayMity Eli 


and borrow a great many empty veſſels of her neighbours, and 
when ſhe had ſhut her chamber door, to pour the oil inte 
them all, for that God would fill them full. And when the 
woman had done what ſhe was commanded to do, and bad 
her children bring every one of the veſſels, and all were fill 
ed, and not one left empty, ſhe came to the prophet, and 
told him that they were all full : Upon which he adviſed het 


ord, t! 


* Dr. ! 
lefect in 
his ſectic 
ziven us! 
efer, ch 


to go away, and ſell the oil, and pay the creditors what waiſſWrought, 
owing to them, for that there would be ſome ſurplus of the 7 1 


price of the oil, which ſhe might make uſe of for the main. 
tenance of her children. And thus did Eliſha diſcharge the 
woman's debts, and free her from the vexation of Ler cre: 


ditors. 
3. Eliſha 
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* That this woman who cried to Eliſha, and who in our Bible is wy 
ed the wife of one of the ſons of the prophets, 2 Kings iv. I. was no othet 
than * fo ot bath? the 22 ſteward of Ahab, is confirmed 
by the Chaldee parapkzaſt, and by the Rabbins and others, Nor i 
that unlikely which Joſephus here adds, that theſe debts were contrad. 
ed by her huſband for the ſupport of thoſe hundred of the Lord 's prophets, 
whom he maintained by fifty in a cave, in the days of Ahab and Jezebe, 
1 Kings xviii. 4. which circumſtance rendered it highly fit that the pre 

het Eliſha ſhould provide her a remedy, and enable her to redeem her: 
ſelf and her ſons from the fear of that ſlavery which inſolvent debtor 
were liable to by the law of Moſes, Levit. Xv. 39. Matt. xviii. 25, 
| which he did accordivgly, with God's help, at the cxpence of a miracle 
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w wheel 3. * Eliſha alſo ſent an haſty meſlage to Joram, and ex- 
b to SWhorted him to take care of that place, tor that therein were 
e acts me Syrians lying in ambuſh to kill him. So the King did 
uſtriouMes the prophet exhorted him, and avoided his going a-hunt- 


n in thing. And when Benhadad miſſed of the ſuccels of his lying 
n ambuſh, he was wroth with his own ſervants, as if they 
ad betrayed his ambuſhment to.Joram, and he ſent for them, 
ind ſaid they were the betrayers of his ſecret counſels ; and 
e threatened that he would put them to death, fince ſuch 
heir practice was evident, becauſe he had intruſted this ſe- 
ret to none but.them, and yet it was made known to his 
nemy. And when one that was preſent ſaid, That“ he 
* ſhould not miſtake. himſelf, nor ſuſpe& that they had diſ- 


covered to his enemy his ſending men to kill him, but that 


Ahab! 
ot igno 
ets tha 

for ſhe 
Irrowed 
uſband' 
de made 
to have 


1d, an: he ought to know that it was Eliſha the prophet who diſ- 
er wha covered all to him, and laid open all his counſels.” 80 
ry {mallWec gave order that they ſhould ſend ſome to learn in what 
d awayWity Eliſha dwelt. Accordingly thoſe that were {ent brought 
urs, andi ord, that he was in Dothan; wherefore Benhadad ſent to 
oil inte | 5 that 


hen the 
ind bad 
ere fill 
et, and 
fed het 
lat was 
of the 
> main. 
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T Ce-. 


* Dr. Hudſon, with very good reaſon, ſuſpects, that there is no ſmall 
lefect in our preſent copies of Joſephus, juſt before he beginning of 
his ſection, and that chiefly as to that diſtinct account which he ad 
given us reaſon to expect in the firſt ſection, and to which he ſeems to 
efer, chap. viii. f 6. concerning the glorious miracles which Eliſha 
rought, which indeed in our Bibles are not a few, 2 Kings iv.—ix. 
but of which we have ſeveral omitted in Joſephus's preſent copies. One 
ff thoſe hiſtories, omitted at preſent, was evidently in his Bible, I mean 
hat of the curing of Naaman's leproſy, 2 Kings v. for he plainly al- 
ade3 to it, B. III. ch. xi. $ 4. vol. I. where he obſerves, That“ there 
were lepers in many nations, who yet have been in honour, and not 
only free from . reproach and avoidance, but who have been great 
' captains of armies, and been intruſted with high offices in the com- 
' monwealth, and have had the priviledge of entering into holy places 
and temples.” But what makes me moſt to regret the want of that 
iſtory in our preſent copies of Joſephus, is this, that we have here, 
bs it is commonly underſtood, one of the greateſt difficultics in all the 
Bible, that in 2 Kings, v. 18, 19. where Naaman, after he had been 
niraculouſly cured by a prophet of the true God, and had thereupon 
romiled, ver. 17. that He abould henceforth offer neither burn'-offering 
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e is ſtyl 
10 other 
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prophets, Nor ſacrifice unto ether gods, but unto the Lord, adds, In thi: thing the 
Jezebe), WW7 574 pardon thy ſervant, that when my maſter goeth into the houſe of 
the . ud immon to worſbip there, and he leaneth on my hands, and I bow myſelf 
em her- 


the houſe of Rimmon, when I bow down myſelf in the houſe of Rimmon, 
he Lord pardon thy ſervant in this thing. And Eliſha ſaid, Go in peace. 
Chis looks like a -prox het's permiſſion for beirg partaker in idolatry it- 
ſelf, cut of compliance with an idolatrous court. 


debtors 
viii. 25, 
niracle. 


that city a great army, with horſes and chariots to takt 
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Elitha; fo they encompaſſed the city round about by night 
and kept him therein confined; But when the prophet's er: 
vant in the morning perceived this, and that his enemie 
ſought to take Eliſha, he came running, and crying out af, 
ter a diſordered manner to him, and told him'of it; but hy 
encouraged him, and bid him not be afraid, and to deſpil 
the enemy, and truſt in the aſſiſtance of God, and was him 
ſelf without fear : and he beſought God to make manifell 
bis ſervant his power and preſence, ſo far as was poſſible, i 
order to the inſpiring him with hope and courage. Accord 
ingly God heard the prayer of the prophet, and made tlie 


ſervant ſee a multitude of chariots and horſes encompaſii 


Elicha, till he laid afide his fear, and his courage revived 
at the ſight of what he ſuppoſed was come to their afliftance 
After this Eliſha did farther entreat God, that he would din 
the eyes of their enemies, and caſt a miſt before them, where 
by they might not diſcern him. When this was dove, he 
went into the midſt of his enemies, and aſked them who i 
was that they came to ſeck ; and when they replied, the 
prophet Elitha, he promiſed he would deliver him to then 
if they would follow him to the city where he was. So thek 
men were ſo darkened by God in their fight, and in the 
mind, that they followed him very diligently ; ; and whet 
Eliſha had brought them to. Samaria, he ordered Joram ti 


King to ſhut the gates, and to place his own army rounlff 


about them; and prayed to God to clear the eyes of thek 
their enemies, and take the miſt from before them, Accord 
ingly when they were freed from the obſcurity they ha 
been in, they ſaw themſelves in the midſt of their enemies 
and as the Syrians were ſtrangely amazed and diſtrefſed, : 
was but reaſonable, at an action ſo divine and ſurpriſing; ar an 
as King Joram aſked the prophet, if he would give him lea 
to ſhoot at them, Eliſha forbad him ſo to do; and ſaid, Tha 
it is juſt to kill thoſe that are taken in battle, but tha 
* theſe men had done the country no harm, but without 
„Knowing it were come thither by the divine power.“ 80 
that his counſel was to treat them in an noſpitable manner u 
his table, and then fend them away, w ithout hurting them“ 

.._ * _ Whereſort 
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wn NES occaſion of this 8 of Eliſha” s in Joſephns, we may take 
woes, that although Joſcphus was one of the greatclt lovers of trut 
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herefore Joram obeyed the prophet; and when he had 
alted the Syrians in a ſplendid and magnificent manner, he 
t them go to Benhadad their King. 


to lake 
y night 
et's ler. 


eneni:off 4. Now wheo theſe men were come back, and had ſhewed 
out aißhenbadad how ſtrange an accident had befallen them, and 
; but hat an appearance and power they had experienced of the 
> deſpiWod of Iſrael, he wondered at it, as alſo at that prophet, with 
yas hin hom God was ſo evidently preſent : So he determined to 
nifeſt Hake no more ſecret. attempts upon the King of Iſrael, out 
lible, i fear of Eliſha, but reſolved to make open war with them, 
Accor ſuppoſing he could be too hard for his enemies by the mul- 
ade tleWtude of his army and power. So he made an expedition 
npaſlngWith a great army againſt Joram, who not thinking himſelf a 
re vived etch for him, ſhut himſelf up in Samaria, and depended on 
IiſtanceMhe ſtrength of its walls; but Benhadad ſuppoſed he ſhould 
uld dinWke the city, if not by his engines of war, yet that he ſhould 
 whereWrercome the Samaritans by famine and the want of neceſla- 


one, hes, and brought his army upon them, and beſieged the ci- 
who i : and the plenty of neceſſaries was brought ſo low with Jo- 
ed, th m, that, from the extremity of want, an aſs's head was ſold 
o then Samaria for fourſcore pieces of filver, and the Hebrews 


zo thelWought a ſextary of dove's dung, inſtead of ſalt, for five pieces 


in theifhffiver. Now Joram was in fear leſt ſomebody ſhould be- 
d whaWay the city to the enemy, by reaſon of the famine, and went 
ram tixWvery day round the walls and the guards, to ſee whether any 
7 rounWch were concealed among them; and by being thus ſeen, 


of theſhd taking ſuch care, he deprived, them of the opportunity 


\ccordiWf contriving any ſuch thing, and if they had a mind to do 
ey hai, he, by this means, prevented them: But upon a certain 
1emies {Woman's crying out, Have pity on me, my lord,” while 
Ned, Me thought that ſhe was about to aſk for ſomewhat to eat, 
ig; aue imprecated God's curſe upon her, and ſaid, He had 
n lea neither threſhing floos, nor wine preſs, whence he might 


„ Tha give her any thing at her petition.” Upon which ſhe ſaid, 
ut tha She did not defire his aid in any ſuch thing, nor trouble 
vithouf him about food, but defired that he would do her juſtice 
.” Loi *5 to another woman.” And when he bade her ſay on, 


nner u | and 
them“ | f | 
ere foren the world, yet in a juſt war he ſeems to have had no manner of ſeru- 


le upon him by all ſuch ſtratagems poſſible to deceive public enemies. 
ee this Joſephus's account of Jeremjah's impoſition on the great men 
pl the Jews in ſomewhat a like caſe, Antiq. B. X. ch, vii. f 6. and 
Sam. Xvi. 16, &c. 


nay take 
of truti 
1 


— we d 
—_— —— — —-„-— 
= * — 


—— 


238 ANTIQUITIES OF Boo. IV. 
and let him know what ſhe defired, ſhe ſaid,“ She had mad 
** an agreement with the other woman, who was her neig 
* bour and her friend; that becauſe the famine and want w 
« intolerable, they ſhould kill their children, each of th 
having a ſon of their own, and we will live upon them ou 
* ſelves for two days, the one day upon one fon, and g 
other day upon the other: and, ſaid the, I have killed n 
* fon the firſt day, andave lived upon my fon yeſterday, h 
** this other woman will not do the ſame thing, but hath br 
ken her agreement, and hath hid her ſon.” This ſtory migh 
ily grieved ſoram when he heard it ; ſo he rent his garmen 
and cried out with a loud voice, and conceived great wi 
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for as 1 


againſt Eliſha the prophet, and ſet himſelf eagerly to have hi barley, 
ſlain, becauſe he did not pray to God to provide them ſon what th 
exit and way of eſcape out of the miſeries with which het mad. 
were ſurrounded, and ſent one away immediately to cut M pass, bu 


his head, who made haſte to kill the prophet: but Eliſha v. Now 


not unacquainted with the #rath of the King againſt him; aner fo 
as he ſat in his houſe by himſelf, with none but his diſcipleWat had 


about him, he told them, that Joram “ who was the ſon of Won it, f 
murderer, had ſent one to take away his head; but, ſaid Hen that 
* when he that is commanded to do this comes, take candy cave 
* that you do not let him come ig, but preſs the door * ine: am 
him, and hold him faſt there, for the King himſelf vi by the 


* follow him, and come to me, having altered his mind d to ent 
Accordingly they did as they were bidden, when he that , that 
ſent by the King to kill Eliſha came; but Joram repented i the fan 
his wrath againſt the prophet, and for fear he that was coe cner: 
manded to kill him ſhould have done it before he came, Me, but 
made haſte to hinder his flayghter, and to fave the prophe when 
and when he came to him, he accuſed: him that he did night 
pray to God for their deliverance from the miſeries they noi ht an 
lay under, but ſaw them fo ſadly deſtroyed by them. Her and 


upon Elitha promiſed, that the very next day, at the very upon 


fame hour in which the King came to him, they ſhould hare neare 
| grealiiead of 


* This » of a murderer 'was Joram, the ſon of Ahab, Which Aha ©* to . 
New, or permitted his wife Jezebel to flay the Lord's prophets, ant racl h: 
Naboth, 1 Kings xviii. 4. xxi. 19. and he is here called by this name X 
| ſuppoſe, becauſe he had new alto hiniſelf ſent an officer to murder him 
yet is Joſephus's account of Joram's coming himſelf at laſt, 2s rep«nM * Chis 


ing of his intended crnety, much more probable than that in our the wi 


Pics, 2 Kings vl. 33. which rather implies the contrary, © © X li. 46. a 


* 
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dad meat plenty of food, and that two ſeahs of barley ſhould be 
er neighld in the market for a ſhekel, and a ſeah of fine flour 
vant would be fold for a ſhekel. This prediction made Joram, 
of the a thoſe that were preſent, vety jcyful, for they did not 
hem ouWrup!c believing what the prophet laid, on account of, the 


and iWpcricuce they had of the truth of his former predictions 


led Wd the expectation of plenty made the want they were in 
day, Mat day, with the uneaſineſs that accompanied it, appear a 
zath U ht thing to them: But the captain of the third band, who 
y mighMas a friend of the King's, and on whoſe hand the King 
garmenWaned, ſuid, Thou talkeft of incredible things, O prophet: 
at wralfor as it is impoſſible for God to pour down torrents of 
have hi barley, or fine flour, out of heaven, fo is it impoſſible that 
em ſon what thou ſayeſt ſhould come to pals.” To which the pro- 
ich the et made this reply, Thou fhalt ſee theſe things come to 
o cut ofM©Wlpaſs, but thou ſhalt not be in the leaſt a partaker of them.“ 


iſha . Now what Eliſha had thus foretold came to pals in the 
P 


him; nner following: There was a“ law at Samaria, that thoſe 
diſcip : had the leproſy, and whoſe bodies were not cleanſed 
ſon of Mom it, ſhould abide without the city; and there were four 
ſaid Hen that on this account abode before the gates, while no- 
ake c dy gave them any food, by reaſon of the extremity of the fa- 
r agi: amd as they were prohibited from entering into the ci- 


(elt wil by the law, and they confidered, that if they were permit- 


mird d to enter, they ſhould miſerably periſlt by: the famine, as 
that will, that if they ſtayed where they where, they ſhould ſuffer 
ented of che ſame manner, they reſolved to deliver themſelves up to 
ra- conc cneray, that in caſe they ſhould {pare them, they ſhould 


ame, | 
prophet 


did ns 


e, but it they ſhould be killed, that would be an eaſy death. 
when they had confirmed this their reſolution, they came 
night to the enemies camp. Now God had begun to af- 


hey noi; ht and difturb the Syrians, and to bring the noiſe of cha- 
 Heredcts and armour to their ears, as though an army were com- 
he vers upon them, and had made them ò ped that it was com- 
ald hay 


g nearer and nearer to them. In ſhort, they were in ſuch a 
ead of this army, that they left their tents, and ran toge- 
er to Benhadad, and ſaid, That © Joram the King of I. 


rea 
ich Aha 


hets, an 7acl had hired for auxiliaries, both the King of Egypt, and 
his name | Ko * the 
r Jer him 


, : 
This law of the Jews, ſor the excluſion of lepers out of the camp 
the wilderneſs, and out of cities in Judea, is a kuown one, Levit, 


8 repent 
u OUT e 


ü. 46. and Numb. v. 1—4. 


maria, and were gone to the camp of the Syrians, of who 
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the King of the Iſlands, and led them againſt them, for the ith this 
heard the noiſe of them as they were coming.” And Bei. pert 
hadad believed what they ſaid (for there came the ſame noiffſÞ"*'©5) 
to his ears as well as it did to theirs), ſo they fell into Be) had 
mighty diſorder and tumult, and left their horſes and bea toth 
in their camp, with immenſe riches alſo, and betook theullde King 


ſelves to flight: And thoſe lepers who had departed from polls - 
\ (mall 


reat qn: 


we made mention a little before, when they were inthe cam 


ſaw nothing but great quietneſs and ſilence, accordingly the Iſo poſſe 
entered into it, and went haſtily into one of their tents, a f wheat 
when they ſaw nobody there, they eat and drank, and c nd wer 
ried garments, and a great quantity of gold, and hid it out. ch pler 
the camp; after which they went into another tent, and c nd a ſes 
ried off what was in it, as they did at the former, and i of El 
did they four ſeveral times, without the leaſt interruption fi half, 
any body: So they gathered thereby that the enemies vet rece 
departed; whereupon they reproached themſelves that the d by th 
did not inform Joram, and the citizens of it. So they cue] 
to the walls of Samaria, and called aloud to the watchmeaW*"gcr © 
and told them in what ſtate the enemies were, as did th reis, he 
tell the King's guards, by whoſe means Joram came to knife ma 
of it; who then ſent for his friends, and the captains of Mone of 
hoſt, and ſaid to them, That“ he ſuſpected that this den lenty o 
ture of the King of Syria was by way of ambuſh and tre 6. He 
&« chery, and that out of deſpair of ruining you by faminſſ{caped 
© when you imagine them to be fled away, you may cot If that 
out of the city to ſpoil their camp, and he may then did no 
« upon you on a ſudden, and may both kill you, and ii caſt d 
the city without fighting; whence it is that I exhort y ll into 
* to guard the city carefully, and by no means to go out het, at 
it, or proudly to deſpiſe your enemies, as "though t aſcus, 
« were really gone away.” And when a certain peright®* moſt 
ſaid, That“ he did v..:y well and wiſely to admit ſuch a him p 
© picion, but that he ſtill adviſed him to ſend a couple Hemper, 
* horſemen to ſearch all the country, as far as Jordan, - 90 
if they were ſeized by an ambuſh of the enemy, they my ied the 
be a ſecurity to your army, that they may not go out 2 naſcus 
they ſuſpected nothing, no undergo the like misfortun upplied 
and, ſaid he, thoſe horſemen may be numbered amd ſent te 
* thoſe that have died by the famine, ſuppoſing they be dau him in 
and deſtroyed by the enemy.“ So the King was plea he = 
, Wh . YO 


his account, and was very glad to live in peace. 


diſeaſe, as the prophet foretold; and that Hazael, upon his being 
nointed to ſucceed him, though he ought to have ſtaid till he died | 


the ſucceſſion. 


* 
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phet bid him tell the King no melancholy news, but till hy 
ſaid he would die. So the King's ſervant was troubled t 
hear it; and Eliſha wept alſo, and his tears ran down plen 
teouſly at his foreſight of what miſeries his people would un 
dergo after the death of Benhadad And when Hazael ak 
ed him, what was the occaſion of this confuſion he was in 
he ſaid, That © he wept out of his commiſeration for thy 
* multitude of the Iftaclites, and what terrible miſeries the 
„will ſuffer by thee ; for thou wilt ſlay the ſtrongeſt of then 
* and will burn their ſtrongeſt cities, and will deſtroy thei 
© children, and daſh them againſt the ſtones, and will rj 
© up their women with child.” And when Hazael faid 
„How can it be that I ſhould have power enongh to do {ud 
things?“ the prophet replied, © That God had informe 
© him that he ſhould be King of Syria.” So when Hazet 
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was come to Benhadad, he told him good news concerrii ods. N 
his diſtemper; “but on the next day he ſpread a wet clot\fe tne x 
in the nature of a net, over him, and ſtrangled him, and tod id not 


his dominion. He was an active man, and had the good-il 
of the Syrians, and of the people of Damaſcus, to a great d 
gree; by whom both Benhadad himſelf, and Hazael, uh 
ruled after him, are honoured to this day as Gods, by real, 
of their benefactions, and their building them temples, | 
which they adorned the city of the Damaſcens. They al 
every day do with great pomp pay their worſhip + to thel 
Kings, and value themſelves upon their antiquity ; nor ( 
they know that theſe kings are much later than they imaging 
and that they are not yet eleven hundred years old. No 
when Joram the King of Iſrael heard that Benhadad was deal 
he recovered out of the terror and dread he had been ine 
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* Since Elijah did not live to anoint Hazael King of Syria himſelf, 
he was empowered to do, 1 Kings xix. 15. it was moſt probably noi 
done, in his name, by his ſervant and ſucceſſor Eliſna: Nor does 


ſeem to me otherwiſe, but that Benhadad immediately recovered of 


aſcus, 
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redible, 
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the courſe of nature, or ſome other way of divine puniſhment, as d 
David for many years in the like caſe, was too impatient, and the * 
r 7 next day ſmothered or ſtrangled him, in order to come directly t 


+ What Mr. Le Clerke pretends here, that it is more probable th 
Hazael and his ſon were worſhipped by the Syrians, and people — 
Male 


* — 
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Book IX 

it ſtill he 

b ꝗubledt : . CHAP. V. 

wn plenMConcerning the wickedneſr of Jehoram, King of Jeruſalem. 
rould un His defect, and death, 
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1. Now Jehoram, the King of Jeruſalem, for we have 

ſaid before that he had the ſame name with the 
ing of Iſrael, as ſoon as he had taken the government up- 
on him, betook himſelf to the flaughter of his brethren, and 
is fatherꝰs friends, who were governors under him, and thence 
made x beginning, and a demonſtration of his wickedneſs ; 
or was he at all better than thoſe kings of Iſrael who at firſt 
rauſgreſſed againſt the laws of their country, and of the He- 
Yrews, and againſt God's worſhip: And it was Athaliah, the 
daughter of Ahab, whom he had married, who taught him 
o be a bad man in other reſpects, and alſo to worſhip foreign 
gods. Now God would not quite root out this family, becauſe 
of the promiſe he had made to David: However, Jehoram 
lid not leave off the introduction of new ſorts of cuſtoms to 
the propagation of impiety, and to the ruin of the cuſtoms of 


) 


great dis own country. And when the Edomites about that time 

acl, d revolted from him, and flain their former King, who 

dy reals as in ſubjection to his father, and had ſet up one of their 

'P les, en chooſfing, Jehoram fell upon the land of Edom, with the 

7 orſemen that were about him, and the chariots, by night, 
e 


ind deſtroyed thoſe that lay near to his own kingdom, but 


„ nor Aid not proceed farther. However, this expedition did him 
mage ſervice, for they all revolted from him, with thoſe that 
l. NoWielt in the country of Libnah. He was indeed ſo mad, as 
vas dea compel the people to go up to the high places of the 
en in Agountains, and worſhip Preign gods. 


2. As he was doing this, and had entirely caſt his own 


HA ountry laws out of his mind, there was brought him an e- 
T2 aſcus, till the days of Joſephus, than Benhadad and Hazael, becauſe 


inder Benhadad they had greatly ſuffered, and becauſe it is almoſt in- 
redible, that both a King, and that King's murderer, ſhould be wor- 
ſnipped by the ſame Syrians, is of little force againſt thoſe records, out 
df which ſoſephus drew this hiſtory, eſpecially when it is likely that they 
tought Benhadad died of the diſtemper he laboured under, and not 
'y Hazael's treachery. Beſides, the reaſon that Joſephus gives for this 
adoration, that theſe two kings had been great benefactors to the inha- 
ditants of Damaſcus, and had built them temples, is too remote from 
he political ſuſpicions of Le Clerke ; nor _ ſuch weak ſuſpicions to 
e 


de deemed of any force againſt authentic teſtimonies of antiquity. 
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4 ſee his own miſery, he ſhall not be able at all to hel 
©* himſelf, but ſhalt die in that manner.” This it ws 


bis name was Abaziah : Aſter which calamity he himſelf fe 
into that diſeaſe which was foretold by the prophet, and laf 
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piſtle * from Elijah the prophet, which declared that © Gy 
would execute great judgments upon him, becauſe he ha 
* not imitated his own fathers, but had followed the wicke( 
* courſes of the kings of Iſrael; and had compelled the trih 
« of Judah; and the citizens of Jeruſalem, to leave the ho] 
« worſhip of their own God, and to worſhip idols, as A 
© hab had compeHed the Iſraelites to do, and becauſe h 
had ſlain his brethren, and the men that were good an 
* righteous. And the prophet gave him notice in this ep 
<* ſtle, what puniſhment he ſhould undergo for theſe crime 
* namely, the deſtruction of his people, with the corruptic 
of the King's own wives and children; and that he ſhoul 
„ himſelf die of a diſtemper in his bowels, with long to 
% ments, thoſe his bowels falling out by the violence of ti 
„ inward rottenneſs of the parts, inſomuch, that though h 
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which Elijah denounced to him in that epiſtle. 

3. It was not long after this that an army of thoſe An 
bians that lived near to Ethiopia, and of the Philiſtines, fe 
upon the kingdom of Jehoram, and ſpoiled the country, an 
the King's houſe: Moreover they ſtew his ſons, and his wives 
one only of his ſons was left him, who eſcaped the enemy 


ed a great while, (for God inflifted this puniſhment ups 
him in his belly out of his wrath againſt him), and ſo he d 
ed miſerably, and ſaw his own bowels fall out. The peopl 


alſo abuſed his dead body : I ſuppoſe it was becauſe the [ might 
thought that ſuch his death came upon him by the wrath 1 Ly il: 
God, and-that therefore he was not worthy to partake of ſuc 8 as tl 
a funeral as became kings. Accordingly they neither burial pert! 
him in the ſepulchres of his fathers, nor vouchſafed him an of 4 
honours, but buried him like a private man, and this whedW=vay h 
he had lived forty years, and reigned eight: And the peopl een by 
of Jeruſalem delivered the government to his ſon Ahaziah. 2, F 
1 | | C H AH before 

* This Epiſtle, in ſome copies of Joſephus, is ſaid to come to Jora dellred 
Rom Elijah, with this addition, fo” he was yet upon earth, which coull Came { 
not be true of Elijah, who, as all agree, was gone from the earth about phed, 
four years before,and gould only be true of Eliſha: nor perhaps is then of a m 


any more myſtery here, than that the name of Elijah has very ancient 
ly crept into the text inſtead of Eliſha, by the copiers, there being 17 
thing in any copy of that epiſtle peculiar to Elijah. 
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CHAP, VI. 


How YJehu was anointed Ring; and flew both Joram and 
Ahaziah : as alſo what he did for the puniſbment of the 


wicked. 


. Now Joram the King of Iſrael, after the death of 
Benhaded, hoped that he might now. take Ra- 
oth, a city of Gilead, from the Syrians. Accordingly he 
ade an expedition againſt it, with a great army; but as he. 
vas beſieging it, an arrow was ſhot at him by one of the Sy- 
ans, but the wound was not mortal: So he returned to 
ave his wound healed in Jezreel, but left his whole army in 
Ramoth, and Jehu the ſon of Nimſhi for their general; for 
e had already taken the city by force : and he propoſed, af- 
er he was healed, to make war with the Syrians: But E- 
ha the prophet ſent one of his diſciples to Ramoth, and gave 
im holy oil to anoint Jehu, and to tell him, that God had 
hoſen him to be their King. He alto ſent him to ſay other 
hings to him, and bid them to take his journey as if he fled, 
hat when he came away he might eſcape the knowledge of 
all men. So when he was come to the city, he found Jehu 
ſitting in the midſt of the captains of the army, as Eliſha had 
foretold he ſhould find him. So he came up to him, and ſaid, 
hat he defir=d to ſpeak with him about certain matters; and 
hen he was ariſen, and had followed him into an inward 
hamber, the, young man took the oil, and poured it on his 
ead, and ſaid, That“ God ordained him to be King, in 
* order to his deſtroying the houſe of Ahab, and that he 
might revenge the blood nf the prophets, that were unjuſt- 
ly {lain by Jezebel, that ſo their houſe might utterly periſh, 
* as thoſe of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, and of Baaſha, had 
* periſhed for their wickedneſs, and no ſeed might remain 
* of Ahab's family.“ So when he had ſaid this, he went 
away haſtily out of the chamber, and endeavoured not to be 
ſeen by any of the army. | 
2. But Jehu came out, and went to the place where he 
before ſat with the captains ; and when they aſked him, and 
deſtred him to tell them, wherefore it was that this young man 
came to him? and added withal, that he was mad: He re- 
plied, you gueſs right, for the words he ſpake were the words 
of la madman ; And when 1 were eager about the matter, 


3 and 
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and deſired he would tell them, he anſwered, that God has relati 
ſaid, He had choſen him to be King over the multitude fowly, 
When he had ſaid this, every one of them “ put off his gare feld 
ment, and ſtrewed it under him. and blew with trumpet e camp 
and gave notice, the Jehu was King. So when he had got call k 


ten the army together, he was preparing to ſet: out immedi Ring fea! 
ately againſt Joram, at the city Jezreel, in which city, as Mood me: 
ſaid before, he was healing of the wound which he had receiould, an 
ved in the ſiege of Ramoth. It happened alſo that AhazialMuod treac 
King of Jeruſalem, was now come to Joram, for he was Ho. go 
ſiſter's ſon, as we have ſaid already, to ſee how he did aſteWtcly on 
his wound, and this upon account of their kindred : But aM:ders to 
Jehu was deſirous to fall upon Joram, and thoſe with him, caft tl 
the ſudden, he deſired that none of the ſoldiers might run ug him 
way, and tell to Joram what had happened, for that thiWibab hi 
would be an evident demonſtration of their kindneſs to hin d his! 
and would ſhew that their real inclinations were ta make hut behir 


King. | at it 

3. So they were pleaſed with what he did, and guarde{Wpon th 
the roads, leſt ſome body ſhould privately tell the thing Md turn 
thoſe that were at Jezreel. Now Jehu took his choice hort be ſe 
men, and ſat upon his chariot, and went on for Jezreel, and ok hi 
when he was come near, the watchmen, whom Joram ha{Woundec 


ſet there to ſpy out ſuch as came to the city, faw [cl 
marching on, and told Joram that he ſaw. a troop of horſeme 
marching on : upon which he immediately gave. orders, that 
one of his horſemen ſhould he ſent out to meet them, and ti 


know who it was that was coming. So when the horſema er. 
came up to Jehu, he aſked him, in what condition the arm 4. Ne 
was? for that the King wanted to know. it; but Jehu bi erſelf, 
him not at all to meddle with ſuch matters, but to follow him ſerva 
When the watchman ſaw this, he told ſoram that the horſe A up t. 
man had mingled himſelf among the company, and came me d. 
long with them. And when the King had ſent a ſecond me.. doy 
ſenger, Jehu commanded him to do as the former did; and | 
as = as the watchman told this alſo to, Joram, he at lai ,. * 


got upon his chariot himſelf, together with Ahaziab, the gebn: 
King of ſeruſalem, for, as we ſaid before, he was there to [oſep! 
ſee how Joram did, after he had been wounded, as being chu oy 
hit ee 2 

8 ; | en, off 

* Spanbeim here R that this putting off mens gurments, ani Rhaziah 
ſtrewing them under a King, was an eaſtern cuſtom, which he had ele- Ne wat 
where explained. " MWyrcatly « 
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God ha relation. So he went out to meet Jehu, who marched 
Ititude N lowly, and in good order; and when Foram met him in 
his garde field of Naborh, he aſked him, if all things were well in 
rumpeti e camp? but Jenu reproached him bitterly, and ventured. 
had goto call his mother a wich, and an harlot. Upon. this the 
immediMing fearing what he intended, and ſuſpefting he had no 
ty, as wltood meaning, he turned his chariot about as ſeon as he 
ad receifMould, and ſaid to Ahaziah, we are fought againſt by-deceit 
\ hazialMad treachery : But Jehu drew his bow, and ſmote him, the 
> was kiffſrrow going through his heart; ſo Joram fell down immedi- 
did aſtetcly on has knee, and gave up the ghoſt. Jehu alſo gave 
: But ders to Bidkar, the captain of the third part of his army, 
him, off cat the dead body of Joram into the field of Naboth, put- 
ht run: ag him in mind of the prophecy which Elijah prophefied to 
hat th bab his father, when he had flain Naboth, that both he 


ad his family ſhould periſh in that place, for that as they. 
t behind Ahab's chariot they heard the prophet ſay fo, and 
zt it was now come to pals according to his prophecy. 


to him 


take his 


ardef pon the fall of Joram, Ahaziah was afraid of his own life, 
\ Foo od turned his-chariot into another road, ſuppofing he ſhould . 
>e horſe et be ſeen by Jehu ; but he followed after him, and over- 
eel, anWook him at a certain acclrvity, and drew his bow, and 
am ba ounded him; fo he left his chariot, and got upon bis horſe, 
iW eh d fed from ſchu to Megiddo, and though he was- under 
orſemei hure, in a little time he died of that wound, and was carried 
ers, thai Jerufalem, and buried there, after he had reigned one 
„ and ear, and had proved a wicked man, and worfe than his fa. 


ep J 
4. Now when jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel adorned 
erſelf, and ſtood upon a tower, and fad, He was a ſine 
ſervant that had killed his maſter.“ And when he look - 
d up to her, he aſked who ſhe was? and commanded her to 
ome down to him. At laſt he ordered the eunuchs to throw 


orſema 
he arm 
ehu bi 
ow him 
e horſe 


Came & 

nd. meier down from the tower, and being thrown down, ſhe be- 

id; and 28 tals gens | - ſprinkled 

| % . Our copies ſay, thut this dxf Hg of the chariotznuns like the driving 
? 


f Yeu the for of Niaſbi; for he driveth furioufly, 2 Kings ix. 20. where- 


there toi Joſephus's copy, as he underſtood it, was this, that, on the contrary, . 


is being chu marched /ozuly, and in 155 order. Nor can it be denied, that 
his ce there was inte t val enongh for King Joram to fend out two horſe- 

en, one after another, to and at length © go out with King * 
mes, ani Rhaziah to mert him, and all this after he was come within fight of 
had elſe- Nhe watchman, and before he was come to Jezreel, the probability is 


reatly on the fide of Joſephus's copy or interpretation, 
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n upon b 


Jehu cam his houſe was periſhed, according as Elijah had foretold.“ 


ſhment Rad when he had farther deftroyed all the kindred of Ahab 
ng a meaWhet were found in Jezreel, he went to Samaria; and as he 
ry her, has upon the road, he met the relations of Ahaziah King of 
deſcendeMecrnfalem, and aſked them, whither they were going? they 
her foureplicd, that they came to ſalute Joram, and their own King 
body. {haziah, for they knew not that he had flain them both: 
rd this, Mo [chu gave orders that they ſhould catch theſe, and kill 
ſhe ſhouhicm, being in number forty-two perſons. 


6. After theſe, there met him a good and a righteous 


Samatif an, whoſe name was Jebonadab, and who had been his 
"ought M iend of old. He faluted Jehu. and began to commend 
hich ſai im, becauſe he had done every thing according to the will 
ab's ſouffifhf God, in extirpating the houſe of Ahab. So fehu defired 
aots, aim to come up into his chariot, and make his entry with 
ed citie im into Samaria; and told him, That he would not 
der of A ſpare one wicked man, but would puniſſt the falſe pro- 
ole of Si phets, and falſe prieſts, and thoſe that deceived the mul- 
_ broughlF titude, and perſuaded them to leave the worſhip of God 
aid; af Almighty, and to worſhip foreign gods; and that it was 
him, wa moſt excellent and moft pleafing fight to a good and a 
rned hi righteous man to ſee the wicked punithed.” So Jehona- 
ord, ab was perſuaded by theſe arguments, and came up into Je- 
ote baciWu's chariot, and came to Samaria. And Fehu ſought out 
t he gor all Ahab's kindred, and flew them. And being deſirous 


and ſen 
1oſe tha 
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hu. 
oMittin} 
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der wit 
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hat none of the falſe prophets, nor the prieſts of Ahab's god, 
night eſcape puniſhment, he caught them deceitfully by this 
ile: for he gathered all the people together, and ſaid, 
That“ he wil worſhip twiee as many gods as Ahab wor- 
* ſhipped, and defired that his prieſts, and prophets, and 
' ſervants, might be preſent, becauſe he would offer coſtly 
and great facrifices to Ahab's god, and that if any of his 
* prieſts were wanting, they ſhould be puniſhed with death.“ 
ow Ahab's god was called Bas“: And when he had ap- 
pointed a day on which he would offer thoſe. facrifices, he 


egan tient mefſengers through all the country of the Iſraelites, that 

himſelſgthey might bring the prieſts of Baal to him. 80 Jehu eom- 

nd flevffnanded to give all the prieſts veſtments; and when they 

And bead received them, he went into the houſe [of Baal], with, 

nily, lis friend Jehonadab, aud gave orders to make ſearch whe- 

CY, another there were not any foreigner or firanger among them, 
$ 


N 


for he would haye no one of a different religion to mix EE 
their. 


ed, that if any one of them eſcaped, their own. lives ſhoy 


fon Ahaziah, and of. the royal family, ſhe endeavoured thi 


ally done it: but one of Ahaziah's ſons was preſerved, wit 


ſiſter. by the ſame. father, whoſe name was Jeboſbeba, au 


| 1 in the temple fix years, during which time Atl 
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their ſacred offices, And when they ſaid that there was! 
ſtranger there, and they were beginning their ſacrifices, 
ſet fourſcore men without, they being ſuch of his ſoldiers 
he knew to be moſt faithful to him, and bid them ſlay | 
falſe prophets, and now vindicate the laws of their court: 
which had been a long time in diſeſteem. He alſo threate 
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go for them. So they flew them all with the ſword; a 
burnt the houſe of Baal, and by that means. purged Sama 
of foreign cuſtoms, [idolatrous worſhip]. Now this B 


was the god of the Tyrians; and Ahab, in order to grat 4 m_ 
his father-in-law, Ethbaal, who was the King of Tyre a 1 rod 
Sidon, built a temple. for him in Samaria, and appointed hi Lande 
prophets, and worſhipped him with all ſorts of worſhip, iM;..c... 
though, when this god was demoliſhed, Jehu permitted ir fle 
liraelites to. worſtup the golden heifers. However, beca , oath 
he had done thus, and taken care to puniſh the wicked, Gi "Donn 
foretold by his prophet, that his ſons ſhould-reign over Iſt David. 
for four generations: And in this. condition was Jehy n 
this time. for all 
; CGH A FP. VII. third 
How Athaliah reigned over Jeruſalem for five [ fix] yea fourtt 
when Jeboiada the High Prieſt flew. her, and made chat t 
hoaſh, the ſon of Ahaztahb, King. opens 

5 1. Now when Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, he: wy 
| of the death of her brother Joram, and of hal c ga 


and t 
a gur 
man 
as to 
of no 
en ob 
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Iſo op: 
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and by 
mot tc 
them, 


none of the houſe of David might be left alive, but that | 
whole family might be exterminated, that no king might 
riſe out of it, afterward ; and, as ſhe thought, ſhe had ad 


eſcaped death after the manner following : Ahaziah had 


ſhe was married to the high prieſt Jehoĩda. She went int 
the King's palace, and found Jehoaſh, for that was the litti 
child's name, who was not above a year old, among thol 
that were ſlain, but concealed with his nurſe ; fo ſhe took 
him with her into a ſecret bed-chamber, and ſhut, him u 
there, and ſhe and her huſband Jehoiada brought him u 


ah reigned over Jeruſalem, and the two tribes. 9 
| 2, NOV 
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2, Now, on the ſeventh year, Jehoiada communicated the 
atter to certain of the captains of hundreds, five in num- 
et, and perſuaded them to be aſſiſting to what attempts he 


3 
are was! 
Tifices, 


ſoldiers 


m flay u s making againſt Athaliah, and to join with him in aſſert- 
Nr g the kingdom to the child. He alſo received ſuch oaths 
 threate 

onen them as are proper to ſecure thoſe that aſſiſt one an- 
lect "other from the fear of diſcovery ; and he was then of good 
18, k ope that they ſhould depoſe Athaliah. Now thoſe men 


hom [ehoiada the prieſt had taken to be his partners, went 


this By to all the country, and gathered together the prieſts, and 


” oY e Levites, and the heads of the tribes out of it, and came 
inden r d brought them to Jeruſalem to the high prieſt. So he 
wy "Wcmanded the ſecurity of an oath of them, to keep private 
7 00 r 4: hatſoe ver he ſhould diſcover to them, which required both 
N eir ſilence and their aſſiſtance. So when they had taken 
ked 8 ie oath, and had thereby made it ſafe for him to ſpeak, he 
i roduced the child that he had brought up of the family of 


David, and faid to them, This is your King, of that houle 
which you know God hath foretold ſhould reign over you 
for all time to come: I exhort you therefore that one 
third part of you guard him in the temple, and that a 
fourth part Keep watch at all the gates of the temple, and 
that the next part of you Keep guard at the gate which 
opens and leads to the King's palace, and let the reſt of 
the multitude be unarmed in the temple, and let no arm- 
ed perſon go into the temple but the prieſt only. He al- 
lo gave them this order beſides, that a part of the prieſts 


is Jehu 


*] year 
made 


ib, he: 
d of he 
ured thi 


vB and the Levites ſhould be about the King himſelf, and be 
2 a guard to him, with their drawn ſwords, and to kill that 
— > q man immediately, whoever he be, that ſhould be ſo bold 
_ 1 as to enter armed into the temple, and bid them be afraid 
ah had of no body, but perſevere in guarding the King.” So theſe 


en obeyed what the high prieſt adviſed them to, and declar- 


1eba, fd the reality of their reſolution by their actions. Jehoiada 


. 4 vl Io opened that armoury which David had made in the temple, 
ge and diſtributed to the captains of hundreds, as allo to the 
nie * prieſts and Levites, all the ſpears and quivers, and what kind 
s df weapons ſoever it contained, and ſet them armed in a cir- 


le round abqut the temple, ſo as to touch one anothers hands, 
and by that means excluding thoſe from entering that ought 
not to enter. So they brought the child into the midſt of 
them, and put on him the royal crown, and Jehoiada — 
e 


t him up 
1e Ati 


2, Non 


22 ANTIQUITIES OT Bo 


ed him with the oil, and made him King; and the multity, 
rejoiced, and made a noiſe, and cried, © God ſave the King, 

3. When Athaliah unexpectedly heard the tumult, ay 
the acclamations, ſhe was greatly diſturbed in her mind, ar 
fuddenly iſſued out of the royal palace with her own army 
and when ſhe was come to the temple the prieſts received he 
but as for thoſe that ſtood round about the temple, as thi 
were ordered by the high prieſt to do, they bindered the arn 
ed men that followed her from going in. But when Athal 
ah ſaw the child ſtanding upon a pillar, with the royal croy 
upon his head, ſhe rent her cloaths, and cried out vehemen 
ly, and commanded {her guards] to kill him that had 
ſnares for her, and endeavoured to deprive her of the g 
vernment: But Jehoiada called for the captains of hundred 
and commanded them to bring Athaliah to the valley 
Cedron, and ſlay her there, for he would not have the ten 
ple defiled with the puniſhments of this pernicious woma 
and he gave order, that if any one came near to help he 
he ſhould be flain alſo ; wherefore thoſe that had the char 
of her ſlaughter took hold of her, and led her to the gu 
of the King's mules, and flew her there. 
4. Now as ſoon as what concerned Athaliah was by th 
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ſtratagem after this manner diſpatched, Jehoiada-called i Ama 
gether the people, and the armed men, into the temple, a 5 
made them take an oath, that they would be obedient to tl N 
King, and take care of his ſafety, and of the ſafety of þ 3 
government; after which he obliged the King to give ſeal the 
rity [open oath] that he would worſhip God, and not trufManaftf 
greſs the laws of Moſes: They then ran to the houſe pe 
Baal, which Athaliah and ber huſhand Jehoram had buff © 
to the diſhonour of the God of their fathers, and to the in - te 
nour of Ahab, and demoliſhed it, and flew Matan, that Ev. h. 
his prieſthood : But Jehaiada, intruſted the care and cultoll;>” |. 
of the temple to the prieſts and Levites, according to ty _ th 
appointment of King David, and enjoined them to bring the Mmari 
regular burnt-offerings twice a day, and to offer incen wane 
according to the law. He alſo, ordained ſome of the * 
vites, with the porters, to be a guard to the temple, th. q 
no one that was defiled might come there. | um * 
5. And when Fehoiada had ſet theſe things in order, ö © uire 
with the captains of hundreds, and the rulers, and all tif alls 
o decz 


People, took Jehoath out of the temple into the King's pals 
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multitud 


the Kine nd when he had ſet him npon the King's throne, the peo- 
ee houted for joy, and betook themſelves to keaſliag / and 


mult, ay _ . ; 

2 ept a feſtival for many days; but the city was quiet upon 
wn arm be death of Athaliah, Now Jehoaſh was ſeven years old 
-eived hel hen he took the kingdom: His mother's name was Zibiah, 


ff the city Beerſheba. And all the time that Jehoiada lived 
ſehoaſh was careful that the laws ſhould be kept, and very 
ealous in the worſhip of God; and when he was of age, he 
narried two wives, who were given to him by the high prieſt, 
dy whom were born to him both ſons and daughters. And 
hus much ſhall ſuffice to have related concerning King Joaſh, 


e, as thi 
d the arn 
en Athal 
yal cro 
vehemen 


ou "0 he eſcaped the treachery of Athaliali, and how he re- 

hund:reWﬀcived the kingdom. 355 

_— CHAP. VIII. 

s womaW1ozaecl/ makes an expedition againſt the people of 1/racl, and 

help he the inhabitants Jeruſalem. Jebu dies, and Jebaubas 

he char /ircceeds in the government. Fehoaſh, the King of Jeru- 

the gif alem, at firſt ts careful about the worſhip of God, but 
afterwards becomes imptious, and commands Zachariah to 

is by tl e /foned. When geboaſh [King of Judah] was dead, 

called i Amaziab ſucceeds him in the kingdom. 

mple, at 


1. Now Hazael, King of Syria, fought againſt the Iſ- 


0 raelites, and their King Jehu, and ſpoiled the 


by ll aſtern parts of the country beyond Jordan, which belonged 
5 ot uu be Reubenites, and Gadites, and to [the half tribe of ] 
3 anaſſites; as alſo Gilead, and Baſhan, burning and ſpoil- 
12d bull s, and offering violence to all that he laid his hands on, 
o the nd this without impeachment from Jehu, who made no 


aſte to defend the country when it was under this diſtreſs : 
ay, he was become a contemner of religion, and a diſpiſer 
f holineſs, and of the laws; and died when he had reigned 


that b 
d cuſto( 


15 ** ver the Iſraelites twenty-ſeven years. He was buried in 
Send amaria.z and left Jehoahaz his ſon his ſucceſſor in the go- 
the ernment, 


2. Now Jehoaſh, King ef Jeruſalem, had an inclination 
o repair the temple of God; ſo he called Jehoiada, and bid 
um ſend the Levites and prieſts through all the country to 
equire half a ſheckel of ſilver for every head, towards the 
ebuilding and repairing of the temple, which was brought 
o decay by Jehoram, and Athalia, and her ſons, But the 
Vor. II. Y | | high 


ple, ths 


der, | 
's pals 
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high prieſt did not do this, as concluding that no one woul 
willingly pay that money; but an the twenty-third year 
Jehoaſh's reign, when the King ſent for him, and the Le 
vites, and complained that they had not obeyed what he et 
Joined them, and ſtill commanded them to take care of th 


ar of wh 
nce, and 
their f 
hariah, ! 


rebuilding the temple, he uſed this ſtratagem for colle&in yk 
the money, with which the multitude was pleaſed. He mad 4 dec 

a wooden cheſt, and cloſed it up faſt on all fides, but open "4g — 
one hole in it; he then ſet it in the temple beſide the alta b 
and deſired every one to caſt into it, through the hole, wh b Len 

he pleaſed, for the repair of the temple. This contrivane 33 
was acceptable to the people, and they ſtrove one with au God , 
ther, and brought in jointly large quantities of filver a, be he 
gold : and when the ſcribe and the prieſt that were te and 
the treaſuries, had emptied the cheſt, and counted the me * to 
ney in the King's preſence, they then ſet it in its forme: y 1 
place, and thus did they every day: But when the mult . 
tude appeared to have caſt in as much as was wanted, ria. n 
high prieſt, Jehoiada, and King Joaſh, ſent to hire niafofM;..11r; 
and carpenters, and to buy large pieces of timber, and of aft J 
moſt curious ſort ; and when they had repaired the temp ed all 

they made uſe of the remaining gold and filver, which v too 
not a little, for bowls, and baſons, and cups, and other vi]... le? 
ſels, and they went on to make the altar every day fat will E 
ſacrifices of great value: And theſe things were taken lull... au 
able care of as long as Jehoiada lived. | of; 7 

3. But as ſoon as he was dead, (which was when he b lem: 


lived one hnndred and thirty years, having been a righteou 
and, in every reſpect, a very good man, and was buried! 
the king's ſepulchres at Jeruſalem, becauſe he had recovert 
the kingdom to the family of David), King Jehoaſh bet:ay 
ed his [want of ] care about God. The principal men of thi 
people were corrupted alſo together with him, and offende 
againſt their duty, and what their conſtitution determined tt 
be moſt for their good. Hereupon God was diſpleaſed wil 
the change that was made- on the King, and on the reſt d 
the people, and ſent prophets to teſtify to them what the! 
actions were, and to bring them to leave off their wickednels: 
I} But they had gotten ſuch a ſtrong affection, and ſo violent 


pon b 
jah th 
nd fle\ 
tne 
ety, 
UCCEec 
5.4 
ehoat 
aclite 
ot [p 
d pra 


* . . . hd — ' ung 
it 8 an inclination to it, that neither could the examples of thol La 
[1 | that had offered affronts to the laws, and had been fo ſevete ore 
* by puniſhed, they and their entire families, nor could My h 
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ar of what the prophets now foretold, bring them to repent - 
nce, and turn them back from their courſe of tranſgreſſion, 

their former duty. But the King commanded that Za- 
hariah, the ſon of the high prieſt Jehoiada, ſhould be ſtoned 
death in the temple, and forgot the kindneſſes he had re- 
ived from his father; for when God had appointed him to 
zophecy, he ſtood in the midſt of the multitude, and gave 
is counſel to them, and to the King, that they ſhould act 
ghteouſly ; and foretold to them, that if they would not 


ole, H earcken to his admonitions, they ſhould ſuffer an heavy pu- 

nr Vang ment : But as Zechariah was ready to die, he appealed 

ou au Cod as a witneſs of what he ſuffered, for the good coun- 
ET at 


| ke had given them, and how he periſhed after a moſt ſe- 
ere and violent manner for the good deeds his father had 
one to Jehoaſh. 

4. However, it was not long before the King ſuffered 


ere oy 
1 the mo 


s forme 


he mul uniſhment for his tranſgreſſion; for when Hazael, King of 

nted, t yria, made an irruption into his country, and when he had 

9 verthrown Gath, and ſpoiled it, he made an expedition a- 
0 


ainſt Jeruſalem : upon which Jehoaſh was afraid, and emp- 
ted all the treaſures of God, and of the kings [before him], 
nd took down the gifts that had been dedicated, [in the 
emple ], and ſent them to the King of Syria, and procured 
d much by them, that be was not beſieged, nor his king- 
om quite endangered, but Hazael was induced by the great- 
els of the ſum of money not to bring his army againſt Jeru- 
lem: Yet Jehoaſh fell into a ſevere diſtemper, and was ſet 
pon by his friends, in order to revenge the death of Zacha- 
ah the ſon of Jehoiada. Theſe laid ſnares for the King, 
nad ſlew him. He was indeed buried in Jeruſalem, but not 

tue royal ſepulchres of his forefathers, becauſe of his im- 
iety, He lived forty-ſeven years; and Amaziah his ſon 
ucceeded him in the kingdom. | 

5. In the one and twentieth year of the reign of Jehoaſh, 
ehoahaz, the ſon of Jehu, took the government of the 11- 
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— * euites in Samaria, and held it ſeventeen years. He did 

4 — ot [properly ] imitate his father, but was guilty of as wick- 

_ J d practices as thoſe that firſt had God in contempt : But the 
Vi 


ing of Syria brought him low, and by expedition againſt 
im did fo greatly reduce his forces, that there remained no 
nore of ſo great an army than ten thouſaud armed men, and 
ity horſemen, He alſo took away from him his great cities, 
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and many of them alſo, and deſtro 

' yed his army. A 
_ the things that the people of Iſrael faffered — | 
wy * B 5 when he foretold chat Han 

till his maſter, and reign over the Syria 
en But when Jehoahaz was under ſuch e 
. he had recourſe to prayer and ſupplication to Go 
= eſought him to deliver him out of the hands of Hz; , 
el him, be, * him up into his hands A 
od accepted of his repentance, inſt in 
— being deſirous rather to admoniſh thoſe 3 * 
8 not to determine that they ſhould be atterly deft 
e granted him deliverance from war and dangers 8 4 
country having obtained peace, returned again to its fo ; 
3 as flouriſhed as before. * 
Now after the death of Jehoahaz, his { | 
. x m= a, Eatery year of 3 Kin 
ribe of Judah. 'This Joaſh then took th ; | 
Iſrael in Samaria, for h e 
e had the ſame name wi F 
Os _ he retained the N 1 
N a * good man, and in his diſpoſiti 
like to his father Now at this time i Fs that e 
Thy - ime 1t was that wh 
dy wm wm _—_ OY old, and — 4 = fa 
aſe, the King of Iſrael came to viſit him; 

2 he found him very near death, he began to 55 11 
ght, and lament, To call him his father, and his wer 


, poth 


*. VIII 


pons. bec 
of his We 
his on 4 
and that 
to the 85 
nemies o. 
it was no 
de well! 
this life 

miſelf, LI 
at. was | 
1 for (h 
m ſhoot 

ft off, E. 
hadit cu 
thou ha 
thou ſhi 
three, t 
cut off 
hen the 
hile aft. 
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ch as W 
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This character of Joaſh, the i it 
way Payer Sar? am on of Jehoahaz, that h * 
— 2 — his diſpofition nat at all like t o his father, — bs dire d happe 
* + 60s 1 out ordinary copies, which ſays, 2 Kings xiii. 11. that he di hom th 
— 1 of the Lord ; and that he departed not from all the fin: F ody Co; 
Which copi e ſon of Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin, he walked therein ue ar 
Joſephus' — —— the mut it is hard poſitively to determine ſ bus 
3 n _w * * the fingle inſtance of a good King 4 jropact, 
. e other be true, we hav lad a di 
The account that follows, i Y ye not one ſuch exampe . 
! ws, in all copies, of Eliſha the prophet” | 
_ * _ 5 concern for Eliſha, greatly favour Jolephuss — \ 1 * 
— ppo et is King to have been then a good man, and no i 1 bat Kin, 
ſince L om God's prophets uſed not to be fo familiar. Upon the whole ff Iirae: 
— Ed: 2 account, that Amaziah, the attles, 
„While he was a King, was forbi ies: 
_— _ 22 . — bad _ of this A Kim he ny 
p y were then idolaters, 2 Chron. x2 20. it i | 
—_ * that theſe different characters of [ance rw 2 ng to t 
parts of his reign, and that, according to our common copies, he was t 0 die, 
x volved 


firſt-a wicked King, and : 
one, according to Pelephas terwards was reclaimed, and became 8 goo 
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Ind ther A : 

* ons, becauſe it was by his means that he never made uſe 
＋ üer his weapons againſt his enemies, but that he overcame 
and D his own adveriaries by his propheſies, without fighting 


and that he was now departing this life, and leaving him 


LVO1dahl a 
co the Syrians, that were already armed, and to other e- 


| to - * . 

Haan nemies of his that were under their power: So he faid, 
ds A it was not ſafe for him to live any longer, but that it would 
f viel be well for him to haſten to his end, and depart out of 


this life with him.” As the King was thus bemoaning 


151 elf, Eliſha comforted him, and bid the King bend a buw 
80 N at was brought him; and when the wn, had fitted the 
fan for booting, Eliſha took hold of his hands, and bid 


m ſhoot z and when he had ſhot three arrows, and then 


h tea of, Eliſha ſaid, If thou hadſt ſhot more arrows, thou 
he Ki hadit cut the kingdom of Syria up by the roots, but fince 
dome thou haſt been ſatisfied with ſhooting three times only, 


thou ſhalt fight and beat the Syrians no more times than 
three, that thou mayeſt recover that country which they 
cut off from thy kingdom in the reign of thy father.” 80 


le King 
1 Year, 


"xa hen the King had heard that, he departed; and a little 
„ falle hile after the prophet died. He was a man celebrated for 


ghteouſneſs, and in eminent favour with God. He alſo 


4 erformed wonderful and ſurpriſing works by prophecy, and 
1 * ch as were gloriouſly preſerved in memory by the Hebrews. 


e alſo obtained a magnificent funeral, ſuch an one indeed 
sit was fit a perſon ſo beloved of God ſhould have. It al- 


Be happened, that at that time certain robbers caſt a man, 
at be hom they had flain, into Eliſha's grave, and upon his dead 
e ody coming cloſe to Eliſha's body, it revived again. And 
there Wu: fir have we enlarged about the actions of Eliſha the 
Gy L rophet, both ſuch as he did while he was alive, and how he 
xample Pad a divine power after his death alſo. f 


once, 7. Now upon the death of Hazael, the King of Syria, 
copies bat kingdom came to Adad his ſon, with whom Joaſh King 
_ df Iſrael made war; and when he had beaten him in three 
ah. the Pattles, he took from him all that country, and all thoſe ci- 
> make Mics and villages which his father Hazael had taken from 
Ling of Whe kingdom of Iſrael, which came to pals however accord- 
9. 5 ns to the prophecy of Eliſha. But when Joath happened 
was n e die, he was buried in Samaria, and the government de- 
volved on his ſon Jeroboam, | 
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How Amaziah made an expedition againſt the Edynj, 
and Amalekites, and conquered them ; but when be after 


ö wards made war againſt Joaſb, he was beaten, a oſe Iſrae 
a0 long after was ſlain; and Uzztah ſucceeded in i") uneal 
| government, | | ſu ppoſin 

it of con 

| } 1. Nov in the ſecond year of the reign of Joaſh owiiiiþ ſpoil t 
# Iſrael, Amaziah reigned over the tribe of Mile, an 
2 dah at Jeruſalem. His mother's name was J-hoaddan, wit 2. Now 
7 was born at Jeruſalem. He was exceeding careful of doe great 
1 what was right, and this when he was very young; but w erlook 


do wor 
e Amal 
he wol 
had be 
them | 
but ha 
had ſu 
had be 
one m 
them 
nd he c 
ed to p 
eplied, 


he came to the management of affairs, and to the governmen 
he reſolved that he ought firſt of all to avenge his father |; 
hoaſh, and to puniſh thoſe his friends that had laid violey 
hands upon him; ſo he ſeized upon them all, and put the 
to death, yet did he execute no ſeverity on their childre 
but acted therein according to the laws of Moſes, who di 
not think ĩt juſt to puniſh children for the fins of their fathen 
After this he choſe him an army out of the tribe of Judi 
and Benjamin, of ſuch as were in the flower of their age, a 
about twenty years old; and when he had collected abou 
* three hundred thouſand of them together, he ſet captains d 
hundreds over them. He alſo ſent to the King of Iſrach 
and hired an hundred thouſand of his ſoldiers for an hur 


dred talents of filver, for he had teſolved to make an expe told 
dit:on againſt the nations of the Amalekites, and Edomite, innov 
and Gebalites: But as he was preparing for his expedition, If und 
and ready to go out to the war, a prophet gave him coun F< had 
to diſmiſs the army of the Iſraelites, becauſe they were bie 79! 
men, and becauſe God foretold that he ſhauld be beaten, i that 
he made uſe of them as auxiliaries, but that he ſhould over. they 
come his enemies, though he had but a few ſoldiers, when vid e 
it ſo pleaſed God. And when the King grudged at his hav vot | 
ing already paid the hire of the Iſraelites, the prophet ex- fight 
horted him to do what God would have him, becauſe he Hd this 
+ fhould thereby obtain much wealth from God. So he di- The 
miſled them, and ſaid, that he till freely gave them their pay, * allo 
and went himſelf with his. own army, and made war with the 4 was 
u 


ip rations before mentioned; and when he had beaten them in . 
Te. ba:tle, he flew of them ten thouſand, and took as many p- and 
by ſonen 
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ners alive, whom he brought to the great rock which is in 
rabia, and threw them down from it headlong. He alſo 
ought away a great deal of prey, and vaſt riches, from thoſe 
ations. But while Amaziah was engaged in this expedition, 
loſe Iſraelites whom he had hired, and then diſmiſſed, were 
ry uncaſy at it, and taking their diſmiſſion for an affront, 
ſuppoſing that this would not have been done to them but 
t of contempt, they fell upon. his kingdom, and proceeded 


2 a mul 


be After 
Hen, 0 


ed in th 


aſh oh (ſpoil the country as far as Beth-horon, and took much 
e of |ttlc, and flew three thouſand men. 

Jan, y 2. Now upon the victory which: Amaziah had gotten, and: 
of doe great acts he had done, he was puffed up, and began to, 


erlook God, who had given him the victory, and proceed- 
| to worſhip the * he had brought out of the country of 
e Amalekites. So a prophet came to him, and ſaid, I hat 
he wondered how he could eſteem theſe to be gods, who 
had been of no advantage to their own people, who paid. 
them honours, nor had delivered them from his hands, 
but had overlooked the deſtruction of many. of them, and 
had ſuffered themſelves to be carried. captive, for that they 
had been carried to Jeruſalem in the ſame manner as any 
one might have taken ſome of the enemy alive, and led 
them thither.,” This reproof provoked the King to anger, 
nd he commanded the prophet to hold his peace, and threat-. 
ed to puniſh him if he meddled with his conduct. So he 


ut wh 
ernment 
ther Il 
| violen 
ut the; 
hildres 
who if 
father 
f Juda 
ge, and 
d abou 
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Iſrael, 


in hun eplied, That he ſhonld indeed hold his peace; but fore- 
1 expe told withal, that God would not overlook his attempts for. 
Omites innovation.” But Amaziah was not able to contain him 


J 
dition 
dounſel 
re bad 
ten, i 
over. 


If under that proſperity which God had given him, altho? 
ze had affronted God thereupon ; but in a vein of inſolence 
je wrote to Joaſh, the King of Iſrael, and © commanded 
that he and all his people ſhould be obedient to him, as 
they had formerly been obedient to his progenitors, Da- 

when vid and Solomon; and he let him know, that if he would 
's hav. not be ſo wile as to do what he commanded him, he muſt 
et ex: fight for his dominion.” To which 1 Joaſh return- 
iſe he Med this anſwer in writing: King Joaſh to King Amaziah. 
e dil. There was a vaſtly tall cypreſs tree in mount Lebanon, as 
r pay, , allo a thiſtle : this thiſtle ſent to the cypreſs tree to | cg 
h the “ the cypreſs tree's daughter in marriage to the thiſtle's ſon; 
em in “ but as the thiſtle was ſaying this, there came a wild beaſt, 
y pri- and trod down the thiſtle: And this may be a leſſon to 
onen 0. Was. 
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upon thy kingdom.“ 


3. When Amaziah had read this letter, he was more es 
ger upon this expedition, which, I ſuppoſe, was by the in 
pulſe of God, that he might be puniſhed fur his offence 
gainſt him. But as ſoon as he led out his army againſt Joaſ 
and they were going to join battle with him, there came ſu 
a fear and conſternation upon the army of Amaziah, as Got 
when he is di:pleaſed, ſends upon men, and diſcomfited then 
even hefore they came to a cloſe fight. Now it happened, thy 
as they were ſcattered about by the terror that was up 
them, Amaziah was left alone, and was taken priſoner þ 
the enemy; whereupon Joaſh threatened to kill him, unle 
he would perſuade the people of Jeruſalem to open thei 
gates to him, and receive him and his army into the city. Ac 
cordingly Amaziah was ſo diftreiſed, and in ſuch fear of hi 
lite, that he made his enemy to be received into the city. 8 
Joaſh overthrew a part of the wall, of the length 'of fou 
hundred cubits, and drove his chariot through the bread 
into Jeruſalem, and led Amazith captive along with him: 
by which means he became maſter of Jeruſalem, and took 
away the treaſures of God, and carried off all the gold and 
ſilver that was in the King's palace, and then freed the Kiny 
from captivity, and returned to Samaria. Now theſe thing 
happened to the people of Jeruſalem in the fourteenth yen 
of the reign of Amaziah, who after this had a conſpiracy made 
againſt him by his friends, and fled to the city Lachith, and 
was there ſlain by the conſpirators, who ſent men thither t 
kill him. So they took up his dead body, and carried it to 


thee, not to be fo ambitious, and to have a care, leſt yy, 
thy good ſuccels in the fight againſt the Amalekites, thy 
groweſt ſo proud, as to bring dangers upon thyſelf, ay 


Book IN 


Jeruſalem, and made a royal funeral for him. This was the 


end of the life of Amaziah, becauſe of his innovations in re- 
ligion, and his contempt of God, when he had lived fifty- 
four years, and had reigned twenty-nine, 


ed.by his ſon, whoſe name was Uzz1ab.. 
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cerning Jeroboam, King of Iſrael, and Jonah the prophet ; 

ind how, after the death of Jeraboam, his ſox Zechariah 
took the government, How Uzztiah, King of Jeruſalem, 
Ii dued the nations that were round about bim; and what 
befel him when he attempted to Mer incenſe to Gad. 


More ez 


y the in 
fence 2 


alt Joaſ 
ame {ye 


as Co.. Tx the fifteenth year of the reign of Amaziah, Jero- 


ed then boam the ſon of Joaſh, reigned over Iſrael, in Sama- 
ned, u forty years. This King was guilty of “ contumely a- 
'as upa int God, and became very wicked in worſhipping of idols, 
oner bd in many undertakings that were abſurd and foreign. He 
1, une alſo the cauſe of ten thouſand misfortunes to the people 
en the 1ſracl. Now one Jonah, a prophet, foretold to him, that 
ty. A mould make war with the Syrians, and conquer their ar- 


ir of þ 
ity, 80 
of fou 


y, and enlarge the bounds of his kingdom on the northern 
its, to the city Hamath, and on the ſouthern, to the lake 
ſphaltitis, for the bounds of the Canaanites originally were 
eſe, as Joſhua their general had determined them. So Je- 


h hin beam made an expedition againſt the Syrians, and over-ran 
d too their country, as Jonah had foretold. 

old aua 2. Now I cannot but think it neceſſary for me, who have 
e KingBiWromiſed to give an accurate account of our affairs, to de- 
thing tribe the actions of this prophet, ſo far as I have found them 
h yeaWritten down in the Hebrew bocks. Jonah had been com- 
y madefanded by God to go to the kingdom of Nineveh; and when 
h, ande was there, to publiſh it in that city, how it ſhould loſe the 


ominion it had over the nations; But he went not, out of 
zar; nay he ran away from God to the city of Joppa, and find- 
| ing 


What I have above noted concerning Jehoaſh, ſeems to me to have 
deen true alſo concerning his ſon Jeroboam II. v. that although he be- 
zan wickedly, as Joſephus agrees with our other copies, and, as he adds, 


vas the 
in re. 
fifty. 
:ceed- 


rt years, (the particulars of which are unhappily wanting both in Jo- 
ephus and in all our copies), ſo does it ſeem to me that he was after- 
vards reclaimed, and became a good King, and ſo was encouraged by 
he prophet Jonah, and had great ſucceſſes afterward, when God /aved 
the Iſraelites by the hand of Jeroboam, the ſon of Foaſh, 2 Kings xiv. 27. 
which encouragement by Jonah, and great ſucceſſes, are equally obſer» 
vable in Joſephus, aud in the other copies. 


A P. 


was the cauſe of a vaſt number of misfortunes to the 1ſraclites in thoſe his 
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ing a ſhip there, he went into it, and ſziled to“ Tarſus! 
Ciligia; and upon the rife of a moſt terrible ſtorm, whit 
was ſo great that the ſhip was in danger of ſinking, the mz 
ners, the maſter, and the pilot himſelf, made prayers , 
vows, in caſe they eſcaped the fea, but Jonah lay till à 
covered [in the ſhip], without imitating any thing that f 
ethers did: but as the waves grew greater, and the ſea hy 
came more violent by the winds, they ſuſpeRed, as is uſy 
in ſuch caſes, that ſome one of the perſons that ſailed vi 
tizem was the occaſion of this ſtorm, and agreed to diſcony 
by lot which of them it was. When they had + caſt lots, 
lot fell upon the prophet ; and when they aſked him, When 
he came? and what he had done? he rephed, That he u. 
an Hebrew by nation, and a prophet of Almighty God ; a 
he perſuaded them to caſt him into the ſea, it they would, 
{cape the danger they were in, for that he was the occaſ 
of the ſtorm which was upon them. Now at the firſt the 
durſt not do fo, as efteeming it a wicked thing to caſt a mu 
who was a ſtranger, and who had committed his life to then 
into ſuch manifeſt perdition ; but at laſt, when their misfq 
tune overbore them, and the ſhip was juſt going to be drom 
ed, and when they were animated to do it by the prophet 
himſelf, and by the fear concerning their own ſafety, the 


cal 


* When Jonah is ſaid fn our Eibles to have gone to Tarſuſh, Jon! 
1. Joſephus uaderſtosd it that he went to Tar/hi/h in Cilicia, or to th 
Mediterranean Sea, upon which Tarſus lay; ſo that he does not appen 
to have read the text, 1 Kings xxii. 48. as our copies do, that /4iþ: 
Tarſhijh could lye at Ezion Geber, upon the Red Sea. But as to [6 
ſephus's aflertion, that Jonah's fiſh was carried by the ſtrength of th 
current, upon a ſtorm, as far as the Eucine Sen, it is no way 1unpoilibis: 
and fince the ſtorm might have driven the ſhip, While Jonah was ir. it 
n-ar to that Euxine Sea, and ſince in three more days, while he wi i! 
the fiſh's belly, that current might bring him to the Aſſyrian coaſt, ail 
ſince withal that coat could bring him nearer to Nineveh than con! 
any coaſt of the Mediterranean it is by no means an improbable dei?! 
mination in Joſephus. 

t Ths ane ent piece of religion, of ſuppoſing there was great fit 
were there was great miſery, and of caſtiug lots to diſcover great ſin- 
ners, not only among the Iſraelites, but among theſe. heathen marine, 
ſcems a remarkable remains of the ancient tradition which prevailed d 


old over all mankind, that providence uſed to interpoſe viſibly in all hu- 


man affairs, and never to bring, or at leaſtgot long to continue noteri- 


ous judgments, but for notorious fins, which. the moſt ancient book 0 


Job ſhe ws to have been the ſtate of maukind for about the former 3523 
zears of the world, till the days of Job and Motes, 
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{him into the ſea; upon which the ſea became calm. It 
alſo related that Jonah was ſwallowed down by a whale, 
4 that when he had been there three days, and as many 
chts, he was vomited out upon the Euxine Sea, and this 
ve, and without any hurt upon his body; and there, on 


_ 9 prayer to God, he obtained pardon for his fins, and w eat 

© dea b the city of Nineveh, where he ſtood ſo as to be heard; 

leg ale d preached, That “ in a very little time they ſhould loſe 
Wit 


the dominion of Afia.” And when he had publiſhed this, 


* returned. Now I have given this account about him as 
Win found it written [in our books]. 

hen 3. When Jeroboam the King had paſſed his life in great 
t he w 


appineſs, and had ruled forty years, he died, and was buri- 
| in Samaria, and his ſon Zechariah took the kingdom, Af- 
r the ſame manner did Uzziah, the fon of Amaziah, begin 
d reign over the two tribes in Jeruſalem in the fourteenth 
ar of the reign of Jeroboam. He was born of Jecoliah his 
other, who was a citizen of Jeruſalem. He was a good 
dan, and by nature righteous, and magnanimous, and very 
borlous in taking care of the affairs of his kingdom. He 
ade an expedition alſo againſt the Philiſtines, and overcame 
em in battle, and took the cities of Gath und Jabneh, and 
rake down their walls: after which expedition, he aſſaulted 
oſe Arabs that adjoiued to Egypt. He alſo built a city up- 
a the Red Sea, and put a garriſon into it. He after this 


od; A 
Would: 
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cal 


b, Jo 8 verthrew the Ammonites, and appointed that they ſhould 
ot appeu gay tribute. He alſo overcame all the countries as far as to 
t e bounds of Egypt, and then began to take care of Jeruſa- 
th a em itſelf for the reſt of his life; for he rebuilt and repaired 


IU thoſe parts of the wall which had either fallen down by 
ngth of time, or by the careleſſneſs of the kings his prede- 
eſſors, as well as all that part which had been thrown down 
y the King of Iſrael, when he tcok his father Amaziah pri- 
ner, and entered with him into the city. Moreover, he 
built a great many towers, of one hundred and fifty cubits 
gh, and built walled towns in deſert places, and put gar- 
llons into them, and dug many channels for conveyance of 
vater. He had alſo many beaſts for labour, and an immenſe 
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1 all . Number of cattle, for his country was fit for paſturage. He 
: notori- Nas alſo given to huſbandry, aud took care to cultivate the 
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round, and planted it with all ſorts of plants, and ſowed it 
vith all ſorts of ſeeds. He bad alſo about him an army N 
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poſed of choſen men, in number three hundred and ſeven 
thouſands, who were governed by general officers, and e 
tains of thouſands, who were men of valour, and of une; 
querable ſtrength, in number two thouſand, He alſo divig 
his whole army into bands, and armed them, giving ey: 
one a ſword, with brazen bucklers, and breaſtplates, w 
bows, and ſlings; and beſides theſe, he made for them m 
engines of war for beſieging of cities, ſuch as caſt ſtones 
darts, with grapplers, and other inſtruments of that ſort, 

4. While Uzziah was in this ſtate, and making prey; 
tions [for futurity], he was corrupted in his mind by pri 


and became inſolent, and this on account of that abunda . abode 
which he had of things that will ſoon periſh, and deſpiſed ti. hi! 
power, which is of eternal duration, (which conſiſted in pi. lied 
towards God, and in the obſervation of his laws), ſo he fen he 
by occaſion of the good ſucceſs of his affairs, and was cat tuo; 
headlong into thoſe fins of his fathers, which the ſplends 3% 
of that proſperity he enjoyed, and the glorious actions he | 
done, led him into, while he was not able to govern him 
well about them. Accordingly, when a remarkable day nl” 7 
come, and a general feſtival was to be celebrated, he y =» 
on the holy garment, and went into the temple to o 7, 
incenſe to God upon the golden altar, which he was pr wy } 
hibited to do by Azariah the high prieſt, who had fourſcallfifl /*** 
prieſts with him, and who told him that it was not lawful! r. 
him to offer ſacrifice, and that * none beſides the poſterity ; N 
Aaron were permitted ſo to do.” And when they cried o 
that he muſt go out of the temple, and not tranſgreſs agaiſi reaches 
God, he was wroth at them, and threatened to kill them uf n, th, 
leſs they would hold their peace: In the mean time a gre but kep 
* earthquake ſhook the ground, and a rent was made in th veneral 
temple, and the bright rays of the ſun ſhone through it, and hea 
fell upon the King's face, inſomuch that the leproſy ſeis upon w 
upon him immediately, And before the city, at a place ca sballur 
| vent tl 
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* This account of an earthquake at Jeruſalem at the very ſame tin 
when Uzziah uſurped the prieſt's office, and went into the ſanctuary n 
burn incenſe, and of the confequences of that earthquake, is entire! 
wanting in our other copies, though it be exceeding like to a prophecy 
Jeremiah's, now in Zach. xiv. 4, 5. in which Ro mention is made 
of fleeing from that earthquake, as they fled from this earthquake 
the days of Uzziah King of Judah ; ſo that there ſeems to have bee 
ſome conſiderable zeſemblance between theſe hiſtorical and prophetic 
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4 Eroge, half the mountain broke off from the reſt on the 
eſt. ind rolled itſelf four furlohgs, and flood ſtill at the eaſt 
ountain, till the roads, as well as the King's gardens, were 
oiled by the obſtruction. Now as ſoon as the prieſts ſaw 
at the King's face was infected with the leproſy, they told 
im of the calamity he was under, and commanded that he 
ould go out of the city as a polluted perſon. Hereupon he 
s ſo confounded at the ſad diſtemper, and ſenſible that he 
25 not at liberty to contradict, that he did as he was com- 
landed, and underwent this 4 6 and terrible puniſh- 
ent for an intention beyond what befitted a man to have, and 
or that impiety againſt God which was implied therein. So 
» abode out of the city for ſome time, and lived a private 
fe, while his fon Jotham took the government ; after which 
e died with grief and anxiety at what had happened to him, 
hen he had lived fixty-eight years, and reigned of them fit- 
y-two; and was buried by himſelf in his own gardens. 


LA AS | 
517 7 achariah, Shallum, Menahem, Petubiab, aud Pelah, 


boot the government over the Iſraelites, and how Pul, and 
Tiglath-Pileſer, made an expedition againſt the Iſraelites : 
How Jotham, the ſon of Uzz1ah reigned over the tribe of 
Judah; and what things Nabum A ed againſt the 
Afyriens. ” 


r. Now when Zachariah, the ſon of Jeroboam, had 
reigned fix months over Iſrael, he was lain by the 
reachery of a certain friend of his, whoſe name was Shal- 
um, the fon of Jabeſh, who took the kingdom afterward, 
but Kept it no longer than thirty days; for Menahem, the. 
general of his army, who was at that time in the city Tirzah, 
and heard of what had befallen Zachariah, removed there- 
upon with all his forces to Samaria, and joining battle with 
Shallum, flew him; and when he had made himſelf King, he 
went thence, and came to the city Tiphſah, but the citizens 
that were in it ſhut their gates, and barred them againſt the 
King, and would not admit him; but in order to be avenged 
on them, he burnt the country round about it, and took the 
city by force, upon a ſiege; and being very much diſpleaſed 
at what the inhabitants of Tiphſah had done, he flew them all, 
and ſpared not ſo much as the infants, without omitting the 
Vor. II. 2 | utmoſt 
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utmoſt inſtances of cruelty and barbarity, for he uſed {ah 
ſeverity upon his own countrymen, as would not be pardon- 
able with regard to ſtrangers, who had been con 
And after this manner it was that this Menahem coy. 
tinued to reign with cruelty and barbarity for ten years: But 
when Poul, King of Aſſyria, had made an expedition again 
him, he did not meet to fight or engage in battle with the 
Aſſyrians, but he perſuaded him to accept of a thouſand tu 
tents of ſilver, and to go away, and ſo put an end to the war, 
This ſum the multitude collected for Menahem, by “ exad. 
ing zo drachme as poll-money for every head; after which 
he died, and was buried in Samaria, and left his fon Pekah: 
jah his ſucceſſor in the Kingdom, who followed the barbarity 
of his father, and ſo ruled but two years only, after which be 
was ſlain with his friends at a feaſt, by the treachery of one 
Pelab, the general of his horſe, and the ſon of Remalizh, 
who laid ſnares for him. Now this Pekah held the govern- 
ment twenty years, and proved a wicked man, and a tran. 
greſſor. But the King of Aﬀyria, whoſe name was Tiglath. 
Plejer, when he had made an expedition againſt the [ſrael- 
nes, and had over-run all the land of Gilead, and the region 
beyond Jordan, and the adjoining country, which is called 
Galilee, and Kadeſh, and Hazor, he made the inhabitants 
priſoners, and tranſplanted them into his own kingdom. And 
Jo much ſhall ſuffice to have related here concerning the King 
of Aſſyria. ER 
2. Now Jotham, the ſon of Uzziah, reigned over the tribe 
of Judah in Jeruſalem, being a citizen thereof by his mother, 
This King was not defective in 
any virtue, but was religious towards God, and righteous 
towards men, and careful of the good of the city, (for what 


whoſe name was Jeruſha. 


» Dr. Wall, in his critical notes on 2 Kings xv. 20. obſerves, * That 
when this Menahem is ſaid to have exa#ed the money of Iſrael 
of all the mighty men of wealth, of each man 50 ſhekels 
to give Pul, the King of Aſſyria, 1000 talents, this is the 
lic money raiſed by any [Iſraelite] King by a tax on the peopie ; that 
they uſed before to raiſe it out of the treaſures of the houſe of the 
Lord, or of their own houſe ; that it was a poll. money on the rich 
men {and them only] to raiſe 353, oool. or as others count a talent 
400,000l. at the rate of 61. or 71. per head; and that God command- 
ed by Ezekiel, chap. xlv. 8. and xlvi. 18. that no ſuch thing ſhould 


+ be done [at the Jews reſtoration], but the King ſhould have laud 
4s of his oven.“ | 
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r wanted to be repaired or adorned, he magnif- 
3 and adorned them). He alſo took care - 8 
ſoundations of the cloiſters in the temple, and repaired t 1 
walls that were fallen down, and built very great my = 
ſuch as were almoſt impiegnable; and if any thing : ſe in > 
kingdom had been neglected, he took great care 0 * . 
alſo made an expedition againſt the Ammonites, 4 oy : 
came them in battle, and ordered them to pay bar e a 
hundred talents, and ten thouſand cori of wheat, _ +l 
ny of barley, every year, and ſo augmented his ing . 
that his enemies could not deſpiſe it, and his own people liv- 
3 xg 4-40 was at this time a prophet, whoſe name was 
3 who ſpake after this manner concerning wer he 
throw of the Afſyrians, and of Nineveh : Nineve Howes 
be a pool of water in motion; ſo ſhall all her pep + 
4 troubled, and toſſed, and go away by flight, while t ey 4 
one to another, ſtand, ſtand till, ſeize their my F - 
ver, for there ſhall be no one to wiſh them well, for t! * 
* will rather ſave their lives than their money; for a terri 2 
* contention (hall poſſeſs them one with another, and lamen 
tation, and looſing of the members, and their r e 
„shall be perfectly black with fear. And there e 4 , 
den of the lions, and the mother of the young lions? þ ”— 
© ſays to thee, Nineveh, that they ſhall deface thee, an 


lion ſhall no longer go out from thee to give laws to the 


| ther 
* world.” And indeed this prophet propheſied many ot! 
W beſides theſe concerning Nineveh, which I do not think 
neceſſary to repeat, and I here omit them, that Area Rape 
appear troubleſome to my reeders: All which things hap 


pened about Nineveh an hundred and fifteen years after- 


ward; fo this may ſuffice to have ſpoken of theſe matters. 


& 2 CHAP 


4 * * . d 
* This paſſage is taken out of the _ m——_— 22 5 3 a 
: mei t is give ero« 
is the principal, or rather the only one That is Fir en us: * 
C 
2 2 £ uz. ; f 
tazion we learn What he himſelf a ways a , ; V. 
nd. Hebrew original, land not of the Greek verſion] 5, 8s _ vo 
learn, that his Hebrew copy conſiderably differct ou our 5 Lin 
three texts particularly ſet down, and compared together on the Elte 
on the Old 'Teltament, p. 157. 


I. Now Jotham died when he had lived forty o 


were now at amity one with another, made war with bim; 


neighbourhood, and had driven away much prey, he retum 
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CHAP. XII. 


How, upon the death of Jotham, Ahaz reigned in bit ſq 
againſt whom, Rezin, King of Syria, and Pelah, Rn 
ef 1ſrael, made war: and bow Tiglath-Pileſer, Ring: 
A{yria, came to the aſfſiflance Abax, and laid Sy 
wle, and removing the Damaſcens into Media, play 
other nations in their room, 


years, and of them reigned ſixtèeen, and was hy 
ried in the ſepulchres of the kings; and the kingdom camey 
tis fon Ahaz, who proved moſt impious towards God, ar 
a tranſgreſſor of the laws of his country. He imitated 9 
kings of I{rae], and reared altars in Jeruſalem, and offered i 
crifices upon them to idols; to which allo he offered his on 
{on as a burnt-offering, according to the practices of the ( 
naanites. His other actions were alſo of the ſame ſort. Nos 
as he was going on in this mad courſe, Rezin, the King d 
Syria and Damaſcus, and Pekah the King of Iſrael, wh 


and when they had driven him into Jeruſalem, they beſieged 
that city a long while, making but a ſmall progreſs, on ac: 
count of the ſtrength of its walls: And when the King of Sy. 
ria had taken the city Elath, upon the Red Sea, and had ſlain 
the inhabitants, he peopled it with Syrians; and when he had 
{lain thoſe in the [other] garriſons, and the Jews in their 


ed with his army back to Damaſcus. Now when the King 
of Jeruſalem knew that the Syrians were returned home, he, 
ſuppoſing himſelf a match for the King of Iſrael, drew out hi 
army againſt him, and jaining battle with him was beaten ; and 
this happened —— God was angry with him, on account 
of his many and great enormities. Accordingly there were 
{lain by the Iſraelites one hundred and twenty thouſand ot 


his men that day, whoſe general, Amaziah by name, flew 


Zachariah the King's fon in this conflict with Akaz, as well 
as the governor of the kingdom, whoſe name was Agricom, 
He alſo carried Elkanah, the general of the troops of the tribe 
of Judah, into captivity. They alſo carried the women and 
children of the tribe of Benjamin captives: and when they 
had gotten a great deal of prey, they returned to you 
2, Novi 
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2. Now there was one Obed, who was a prophet at that 
me in Samaria, he met the army before the city walls, and 


bir fray ith a loud voice told them, That © they had gotten the vic- 
AN . tory, not by their own ſtrength, but by reaſon of the an- 
Ka ger God had againſt King Ahaz.“ And he complained, 
= 14 That they were not ſatisfied with the good ſucceſs they had 


had againſt him, but were fo bold as to make captives out 
+ of their Kinſmen the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. He 
' alſo gave them counſel to let them go home without doing 
them any harm, for that if they did not obey God herein 
they ſhould be-pumſhed:'” So the people of: Hrael came 
ogethet to their aſſembly, aud conſidered of theſe matters, 


a, Pplaty 


'orty-on 
Was by 


ES ' 

164 when a man whoſe name was Berechiab, and who was one of 
ated lief reputation in the government, ſtood up, and three o- 
ſrered bers with him, and faid, © We will not ſuffer the citizens 
his a2 bring theſe priſoners into the city, leſt we be all deſtroy- 
the (ed by God: we have fins enough of our own that we have 
t. Non committed againſt him, as the prophets aſſures us; nor 
King d ought we thehefore to introduce the practiee of new erimes.“ 
el, vo When the ſoldiers heard that, they permitted them to do 
h bim: bat they thought beſt. So the fore- named men took the 
efieged aptives, and let them go, and took care of them, and gave 


on ac: 

> of hy oing them any harm. However, theſe four. went along with 

2d (an rhem, and conducted them as far as Jericho, which is not. 
he hair from Jeruſalem, and returned to:Samaria;. | 

n theit . Hereupon King Ahaz having been ſo thoroughly 

return. eaten by the Iſraelites, ſent to Tiglath-Pileſer, King of the 
e King Aſſyrians, and ſued for aſſiſtance from him in his war againſt 

me, he, the Iſraelites, and Syrians, and Damaſcens, with a promiſe 

out his io ſend him much money: He ſent him alſo great preſents 

n; and Ma the ſame time. Now this King, upon the reception of thoſe 
ccount ambaſſadors, came to aſſiſt Ahaz, and made war upon the 

were yrians, and laid their country waſte, and took Damaſcus by 

and of force, and ſlew Rezin their King, and tranſplanted the peo- 
„ flew ple of Damaſcus into the upper Media, and brought a colo- 
s well ay of Aſſyrians, and planted them in Damaſcus. He alſo 


rican, MW ified the land of Ifrael, and took many captives out of it. 
> tribe While he was doing thus with the Syrians, King Ahaz took 
n and all the gold that was in the King's treaſures, and the ſilver, 
1 they and what was in the temple of God, and what precious gifts 
TY were there, and he carried them with him, and came to Da- 


Now Z. 3; malcus; 


hem proviſions, and ſent themto their own country, without 
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maſcus, and gave it to the King of Aﬀyria, according to which wa 
agreement. So he contefled that he owed him thanks for ny and g1 
that he had done for him, and returned to Jeruſalem, No mind by | 
this King was ſo ſottiſh, and thoughtleſs of what was for H ſuppoſed 

own good, that he would not leave off worſhipping the Sy learned b 
an gods when he was beaten by them, but he went on in wo is, to pu 
ſhipping them, as though they would procure him the vid purify yo 
ry: And when he was beaten again, he began to honour i the temp 
gods of the Aſſyrians; and he ſeemed more deſirous to h vened, a 
nourany other gods than his own paternal and true God, hoi and to re 
anger was the cauſe of his defeat: nay he proceeded to ſuf paid to 1 
a degree of deſpite and contempt [of God's worſhip], that H able, an- 
ſhut up the temple entirely, and forbade them to bring in th 2. Whe! 
appointed ſacrifices, and took away the gifts that had bee emple; ar 
given to it. And when he had offered theſe indignities Hd had ca 
God, he died, having lived thirty-ſix years, and of them reigncrifices u 
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How Pekah died by the treachery of Hoſhea, who was a li entioned 
tle after ſubdued by Shalmaneſer : And how Hezehich id them to 
reigned inſtead of Ahaz ; and what actions of piety an their an 


Juſtice he did. 2 


$ 1. Aovr the ſame time Pekah, the King of Iſraeh N Wa of 

died, by the treachery of a friend of his, whoſe ay and 
name wns Hoſbea, who retained the kingdom nine years time, Io him, be 
but was a wicked man, and a deſpiſer of the divine worſhip es upon 
And Shalmaneſer, the king of Affyria, made an expedition before 
againſt him, and overcame him, (which mutt have been be- rere ſo f. 
cauſe he had not God favourable nor aſſiſtant to him), and ambaſſadc 
brought him to ſubmiſſion, and ordered him to pay an appoint- hey affro 
ed tribute. Now in the fourth year of the reign of Hoſhea, (W915, a 
Hezekiah, the ſon of Ahaz, began to reignin Jeruſalem ; and return to 


ed ſixteen; and he left his ſon Hezekiah for his ſucceſſor, 


his mother's name was Abſjab, a citizen of Jeruſalem. His na- caught th 
ture was good, and righteous and religious; for when he came lng fuffic 
to the kingdom he thought that nothing was prior, or more Nhat hay 
neceflary, or more advantageous to himſelf, and to his ſub- “ 4 Punt 


zeRs, than to worſhip God. Accordingly he called the peo- enemies: 
ple together, and the prieſts, and the Levites, and made a lere of 
:Fpeech to them, and faid © You are not ignorant how by char, wh 


the fins of my father, who tranſgreſſed that ſacred __ to do, ar 
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: which was due to God, you Fave had experience of ma- 
ny and great miſeries, while you were corrupted in your 
mind by him, and were induced to worſhip thoſe which he 

« ſuppoſed to be gods: I exhort you therefore, who have 
learned by ſad experience how dangerous a thing impiety 
is, to put that immediately out of your memory, and to 
* purify yourſelves froin your former pollutions, and to open 
| the temple to theſe prieſts and Levites who are here con- 
vened, and to cleanſe it with the accuſtomed ſacrifices, 
and to recover all to the ancient honour which our fathers 
paid to it; for by this means we may render God favour- 
{ able, and he will remit the anger he hath had to us.” 

2 When the King had ſaid this, the prieſts opened the 
emple; and when they had ſet in order the veſſels of God, 
and had caſt out what was impure, they laid the accuſtomed 
acrifices upon the altar. The King allo ſent to tHe country 
hat was under him, and called the people to Jeruſalem to 
elehrate the feaſt of unleavened bread, for it had been inter- 
mitted a long time, on account of the wickedneſs of the fore- 
mentioned kings. He allo ſent to the Iſraelites, and exhort- 
d them to leave off their preſent way of living, and to return 
o their ancient practices, and to worſhip God, for that he 
gave them leave to come to Jeruſaleni, and to celebrate, all in 
ne body, the feaſt of unleavened bread; and this he ſaid was 
by way of invitation only, and to be done of their own good- 
will, and for their own advantage, and not out of obedience 
o him, becauſe it would make them happy. But the Iſrael. 
Ites upon the coming of the ambaſſadors, and upon ther lay- 
ing before them what they had in charge from their own King, 
nere ſo far from complying therewith, that they laughed the 
ambaſſadors to ſcorn, and mocked them as fools : as alſo 
hey affronted the prophets, which gave them the ſame exhor- 
tations, and foretold what they would ſuffer if they did not 
return to the worſhip of God, inſomuch, that at length they 
caught them, and flew them: nor did this degree of trangreſ- 
ing ſuffice them, but they had more wicked contrivances than 
what have been deſcribed; nor did they leave off, before God, 
a5 a puniſhment for their impiety, brought them under their 
enemies: but of that more hereafter, However, many there 
were of the tribe of Manaffeh, and of Zebulon, and of Iſſa- 
char, who were obedient to what the prophets exhorted them 
to do, and returned to the worſhip of God, Now all theſe 

| | came 
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came running to Jernſalem, to Hezekiah, that they mi, 


Book Mo. XIII. 


: diſtribute 


worſhip God [there]. to their c 

3. When theſe men were come, King Hezekiah went their old f. 
into the temple, with the rulers, and all the people, and Mi (cttled th 
fered for himſelf ſeven bulls, and as many rams, wih ſeul nade war 
lambs, and as many kids of the goats. "The King alſo hid himſelf 
ſelf, and the rulers, laid their hands on the heads of the Wi; the King 
crifices, and permitted the prieits to compleat the facred offi; all his d 


ich his fat 
concerne 
wards God 
ired, and 


ich ſhall f 


kiah. 


ces about them. So they both ſlew the ſacrifices, and by 
the burnt-offerings, while the Levites ſtood round abe 
them, with their muſical inſtruments, and ſang hymns 
God, and played on their pſalteries, as they were inſtrud 
by David to do, and this while the reſt of the prieits rety 
ed the muſic, and founded the trumpets which they had 
their hands: and when this was done, the King and ü 
multitude threw themſelves down upon their face, and w 
ſhipped God. He alfo ſacrificed ſeventy bulls, one hundr 
rams, and two hundred lambs. He alſo granted the mult 
tude ſacrifices to feaſt upon, fix hundred oxen, and thr 
thouſand other cattle ; and the prieſts performed all thing 
according to the law. Now the King was fo pleaſed her 
with, that he feaſted with the people, and returned than 
to God : But as the feait of unleavened bread was now com 
when they had offered that ſacrifice which is called the Pq 
over, they after that offered other ſacrifices for ſeven day 
When the King had beſtowed on the multitude, beſide wh 
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they ſanctified of themſelves, two thouſand bulls, and ſeveiiſſſhug, he b 
thouſand other cattle, the ſame thing was done by the rule ce, in th 
for they gave them a thouſand bulls, and a thouſand and fo Venth yes 
ty other cattle. Nor had this feſtival been fo well obſerveMoliſhed th 
from the days of King Solomon, as it was now firſt obſerve the peo! 
with great ſplendour and magnificence: And when the feliWing Hoſh 
val was ended, they went out into the country, and purge of this 
it, and cleanſed the city of all the pollution of the idolWuthah, a | 
The King alſo gave order that the daily ſacrifices ſhould b 
offered, at his own charges, and according to the law; an ED 
This fieg 


appointed that the tythes, and the firſt fruits ſhould be give aq 

by the multitude to the prieſts and Levites, that they mig r 
conſtantly attend upon divine ſervice, and never be taken of particul. 
from the worthip of God. Accordingly the multitude brougiſidren, as 

together all forts of their fruits to the prieſts and the Levite Ty 2 

The King alſo made garners and receptacles for theſe fruits ey 
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: diſtributed them to every one of the prieſts and Levites, 
j to their children and wives. And thus did they return 


V mi, 


went their old form of divine worſhip. Now when the King 
and N ſettled theſe matters after the manner already deſcribed, 
n ſerifſÞ< made war upon the Philiſtines, and beat them, and poſ- 
lo hifWed himſelf of all the enemies cities, from Gaza to Garth : 


f the 
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tthe King of Aſſyria ſent to him, and threatened to over- 
n all his dominions, unleſs he would pay him the tribute 
ich his father paid him formerly ;-but King Hezekiah was 
t concerned at his threatenings, but depended on his piety 


ymns rards God, and upon Haiah the prophet, by whom he en- 
[tru\Mired, and accurately knew all future events. And thus 
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ich ſhall ſuffice for the. preſent concerning tlus King He- 


kiah. i 


C HAP. XIV. 


ow Shalmaneſer tool Samaria by force; and how he tran/- 
planted the ten tribes into Media; and brought the nation of 
the Cutheans into their country [in their room]. 


. Wurx Shalmaneſer, the King of Afyria, had it 

told him that [Hoſhea], the King of Iſrael had 
t privately to So, the King of Egypt, defiring his aſſiſt- 
ce againſt him, he was very angry, and made an expedi- 
on againſt Samaria, in the ſeventh year of the reign of Ho- 
ea; but when he was not admitted [into the city] by the 
ng, he beſieged Samaria “ three years, and took it by 
ce, in the ninth year of the reign of Hoſhea, and in the 
renth year of Hezekiah King of Jeruſalem, aud quite de- 
oliſhed the government of the Iſraelites, and tranſplanted 
erve! the people into Media and Perſia, among whom he took 
felling Hoſhea alive; and when he had removed theſe people 
urge of this their land, he tranſplanted other nations out of 
1dolWuthah, a place ſo called, (for there is [ſtill] a river of that 
Id b name 


give * This ſiege of Samaria, though not given a particular account of, 
ther in our Hebrew or Greek Bibles, or in Joſephus, was ſo very long, 
d lefs than three years, that it is no way improbable but that parents, 
n particularly mothers, might therein be reduced to eat their own 
ugnWiidren, as the law of Moſes had threatened upon their diſobedience, 
erit. xxvi. 29. Deut. xxviii. 53.---57. and as waz accompl:ited in the 
hier ſhorter. ſieges cf both the capital cities, Jeruſulem and Samarta, 
© former mentioned Jer. xix. 9. Antiq. B. IX. cb. iv. q 4. and the la tten 
Kings vi. 26.—29. | 
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name in Perſia), into Samaria, and into the country of 
Iſraelites. So the ten tribes of the Iſraelites were rem 
out of Judea nine hundred and forty- ſeven years after ii 
forefathers were come out of the land of Egypt, and pol 
ſed themſelves of this country, but eight hundred years: 


* 
*, xIv. 


ho ſhould | 
ontinued f. 
ege, and d 
hey dug.“ 


Joſhua had been their leader, and, as I have already ob/Mhives conce 
ed, two hundred and forty years, ſeven months, and . But nov 
days, after they had revolted from Rehoboam, the gran that is th 
of David, and had given the kingdom to Jeroboam, auſe they 
ſuch a concluſion overtook the Iſraelites, when they ¶ ch is a co. 
tranſgreſſed the laws, and would not hearken to the prop e in it), < 
who foretold that this calamity would come upon then e in numb 
they would not leave off their evil doings. What gave H by worſh 
to theſe evil doings, was that ſedition which they raiſedWntries, the 
gainſt Rehoboam, the grandſon of David, when they {cMaſed at thi 
Jeroboam his ſervant to be their King, who by ſinning agi vere de 
God, and bringing them to imitate his bad example, m eries, the; 
God to be their enemy, while Jeroboam underwent that i Almigh' 
niſhment which he juſtly deſerved. they ſent 

2. And now the King of Aſlyria invaded all Syria WM bim to ſe 
Phenicia in an hoſtile manner. The name of this Kinyſiſſon he ha 
alſo ſet down in the archives of Tyre, for he made an n, and 1 
dition againſt Tyre in the reign of Eluleus; and Mena boly wo 


atteſts to it, who, when he wrote his chronology, and tr 
lated the archives of Tyre into the Greek language, give 


th 
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returned, and placed guards at their river, and aqueduc 
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e following hiſtory: © One whoſe name was Eat 
reigned thirty-fix years: This King, upon the revolt 
the, Citteans, ſailed to them. and reduced them again 
a ſubmiſſion. Againſt theſe did the King of Aſlyria k 
an army, and in an hoſtile manner over-run all Phen 
but ſoon made peace with them all, and returned bac 
but Sidon, and Ace, and Palztyrus, revolted ; and n 
ny other cities there were which delivered themſelve: 
to the King of Aſſyria. Accordingly, when the Tyr 
would not ſubmit to him, the King returned, and fell 
on them again, while the Phenicians had furniſhed |: 
with threeſcore ſhips, and eight hundred men to row the 
and when the Tyrians had come upon them in twelve {li 
and the enemies ſuips were diſperſed, they fook five hi 
dred men priſoners, and the reputation of all the citiz 
of Tyre was thereby increaſed : but the King of Ally 
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ho ſhould hinder the Tyrians from drawing water. This 

MW. ntinued for five years, and till the Tyrians bore the 

ege, and drank of the water they had out of the wells 

And this is what 1s written in the Tyrian 

tives concerning Shalmaneſer, the King of Aſſyria. 

„ But now the Cutheans, who removed into Samaria, 

r that is the name they have been called by to this time, 

auſe they were brought out of the country called Cuthah, 

ſch is a country of Perſia, and there is a river of the ſame 

ein it), each of them, according to their nations, which 

re in number five, brought their own gods into Samaria, 
by worſhipping them, as was the cuſtom of their own 
tries, they provoked Almighty God to be angry and diſ- 

aſed at them, for a plague ſeized upon them, by which 

y were deſtroyed: and when they found no cure for their 

ries, they learned by the oracle, that they ought to wor- 
p Almighty God, as the method for their deliverance, 
they ſent ambaſſadors to the King of Aſſyria, and deſi- 
him to ſend them ſome of thoſe prieſts of the Iſraelites 
om he had taken captive : And when he thereupon ſent 
m, and the people were by them taught the laws, and 
holy worſhip of God, they worſhipped him in a reſpeQ- 
manner, and the plague ceaſed immediately: and indeed 
y continue to make uſe of the very ſame cuſtoms to this 
ry time, and are called in the Hebrew tongue Cutheanr, 
tin the Greek tongue Samaruans, And when they ſee 
Jews in proſperity, they pretend that they are changed, 
| allied to them, and call them kinſmen, as though they 
re derived from Joſeph, and had by that means an ori- 
al alliance with them; but when they ſee them falling 
o a low condition, they ſay they are no way related to 
em, and that the Jews have no right to expect any kind- 
or marks of kindred from them, but they declare that 
ey are ſojourners, that come from other countries: But 
theſe we ſhall have a more ſeaſonable opportunity to dif. 
urſe hereafter. 


THE END OF THE NINTH BOOK. 
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BOOK KX. 


Containing the Interval of 182+ Years. 


[From the cpptivity of the ten Tribes to the firſt 
CrRus, ] | 


HI. 


How Sennacherih made an expedition ngainſl Hexeliah 
What threatenings Rabſhekah made to Hezebiah hl 
Sennacherib was gone again/t the Egyptians : How lI/ai 


the prophet encouraged bim: Hou Sennacherib, havi hopes t. 
Failed of ſucceſs in Egypt, returned thence to Jeruſalm upon he 
and how, upon his finding his army deſtroyed, he return he is a 
home ; and what befel him a little afterward. reed, v 

| have hi 


$ 1. IT was now the fourteenth year of the governme know, 
of Hezekiah, King of the two tribes, when t ' 0: God, 


King of Aſſyria, whoſe name was Sennacheri ' overthr 
made an expedition againſt him with a great army, and tod manner 
all the cities of the tribe of Judah and Benjamin by force hen Ra 

or he wa 


And when he was ready to bring his army againſt 5 

Hezekiah ſent ee to 5 belive n 1 de multit 
ed to ſubmit, and pay what tribute he ſhould appoint, Her ted him t. 
upon Sennacherib, when he heard of what offers the ambilerſtandir 
ſadors made, reſolved not to praceed in the war, but to . in, he 
cept of the propoſals that were made him; and if he mig in the 


receive three hundred talents of filyer, and thirty talents heard 
gold, he promiſed that he would depart in a friendly ma ſult the 
for it 1 


ner; and he gave ſecurity upon oath to the ambaſſadors th: 
he would then do him no harm, but go away as he came people 
So Hezekiah ſubmitted, and emptied his treaſures, and ſe You 
the money, as ſuppoſing he ſhould be freed from his enemy. This 


and from any farther diſtreſs about his kingdom, Accord” _ 4 
9 Nes TRIS 
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zgly the Aſſyrian King took it, and yet had no regard to 
chat he had promiſed; but while he himſelf went to the 
Par againſt the Egyptians, and Ethiopians, he left his ge- 
eral Rabſhakeh, and two other of his principal command- 
rs, with great forces, to deſtroy Jeruſalem. The names 
ff the two other commanders were Tartan and Rabſarit. 

2. Now as ſoon as they were come before the walls, they 
itched their camp, and ſent meſſengers to Hezekiah, and 
eſired that they might ſpeak with him; but he did not him- 
elf come out to them. for fear, but he ſent thrce of his moſt 
ntimate friends, the name of one was Eliatun, who was 
rer the kingdom, and Shebna, and Joah the recorder. So 
heſe men came out, and ſtood over againſt the commandexs 
ff the Aſſyrian army; and. when Rabſhaken ſaw them, he 
id them go and ſpeak to Hezekiah in the manner follow- 
ng : That © Sennacherib, the * great king, deſires to know 


rs. 


firſt 


zel of him on whom it is that he relies and depends in fly ing 
\ wi from his lord, and will not hear him, nor admit his army 
» Lat into the city? Is it on account of the Egyptians, and in 
hai hopes that his army would. be - beaten by them? Where- 


upon he lets him know, that if this be what he expe&s, 
he is a fooliſh man, and like one who leans on a broken 
reed, while ſuch an one will not only fall down, but will 
' have his hand pierced and hurt by it. That he ought to 
know, he makes this expedition againſt him by the will 
of God, who hath granted this favour to him, that he ſhall 
' overthrow the kingdom of Iſrael, and that in the very ſame 


uſale 


elurng 


rTnmet 
ent 
cher 


d toll manner he ſhall-deſtroy thoſe that are his ſubjects alſo.” 
force hen Rabſhakeh had made this ſpeech in the Hebrew tangue, 
uſalenl r he was ſkilful in thatf language, Eliakim was afraid leſt 


he multitude that heard him ſhould be diſturbed, ſo bg deſi- 
red him to ſpeak in the Syrian tongue: But the general un- 
lerſtanding what he meant, and perceiving the fear that he 
as in, he made his anſwer with a greater and a louder voice, 
but in the Hebrew tongue ; and ſaid, That “ ſince they all 
heard what were the King's commands, they would con- 
ſult their own advantage in delivering up themſelves to us, 
for it is plain that both you and your King diſſuade the 
cam people from ſubmitting by vain hopes, and ſo. induce them 
od fo You. 1I. A a ö n 
nem This title of Great King, both in our Bibles, 2 Kings xviji, 19. 
ecord U. x3xvi. 4. and here in Joſephus, is the very ſame that Heredotus 
ing! pes this Sennacherib, as Spanheim takes notice on this place. 
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to reſiſt; but if you be courageous, and think to drive oy 
forces away, I am ready to deliver to you two thouſan' 


of theſe horſes that are with me for your uſe, if you cal 


* ſet as many horſemen on their backs, and ſhew you 
* ſtrength, but what you have not, you cannot produc 
Why therefore do you delay to deliver up yourſelves t 
a ſuperior force, who can take you without your conſent 
although it will be ſafer for you to deliver yourſclves u 
voluntarily, while a forcible capture, when. you are best 
en, muſt appear more dangerous, and will bring farth 
calamities upon you.“ | 

3. When the people, as well as the ambaſſadors, hea 
what the Aſſyrian commander ſaid, they related it to Hen 
kiah, who thereupon put off his royal apparel, and cloathe 
himſelf with ſackcloth, and took the habit of a mourner, an 
after the manner of his country, he fell upon his face, an 
beſought God, and intreated him to aſſiſt them, now the 
had no other hope of relief. He alfo ſent ſome of his friend 
and ſome of the prieſts, to the prophet Iſaiah, and deſired th; 
he would pray to God, and offer ſacrifices for their comme 
deliverance, and fo put up fupplications to him, that he wou 
have indignation at the expectations of their enemies, ar 
have mercy upon his people. Ard when the prophet hz 
done accordingly, an oracle came from God to him, ande 
couraged the King and his friends that were about him; an 
foretold, That“ their enemies ſhould be beaten withe 
+ fighting, and ſhould go away in an ignominious manne 
and not with that inſolence which they now ſhew, for th; 
© God would take care they ſhould be deſtroyed.” E 
alſo foretold, That“ Sennacherib, the King of Afſyri 
© ſhould fail of his purpoſe againit Egypt, and that whe 
„he came home he ſhould periſh by the ſword.” 

4. About the ſame time alſo the King of Aſſyria wrot 
an epiſtle to Hezekiah, in which he ſaid, He was a fooli 
man in ſuppoſing that he ſhould eſcape from being his ſe 
„ vant, fince he had already brought under many and gre 
„nations; and he threatened, that when he took him, | 
« would utterly deſtroy kim, unleſs he now opened the gate 
and willingly received his army into Jeruſalem.” Whe 


cc 


he had read this epiftle, he deſpiſed it, on account of th 


truſt that he had in God, but he rolled up the epiſtle, ai 


laid it up within the temple. And as he made his farthe 
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prayers to God for the city, and for the preſervation of all 
the people, the prophet Iſaiah ſaid, That © God had heard 
„his prayer, and that he ſhould not ba“ beſieged at this 
„time by the King of Aſſyria; that for the future he might 
be ſecure of not being at all diſturbed by him; and that 
the people might go on peaceably, and without fear, with 
[© their huſbandry, and other affairs.” But after a little while, 
the King of Aſſyria, when he had failed of his treacherous 
deigns againſt the Egyptians, returned home without ſucceſs, 
on the following occaſion : He ſpent a long time in the ſiege 
of Peluſium; and when the banks that he had raiſed over a- 
gainſt the walls were of a great height, and when he was rea- 
dy to make an immediate aſſault upon them, but heard that 
Iirhaka, King of the Ethiopians, was coming and bringing 
great forces to aid the Egyptians, and was reſolved to march 
through the deſert, and ſo to fall directly upon the Afſyrians, 
this Kirg Sennacherib was diſturbed at the news, and, as I 
ſeid before, left Peluſium, and returned back without ſuc- 
ceſs. Now concerning this Sennacherib, Herodotus alſo ſays, 
in the ſecond book of his hiſtories, * How this King came 
* againſt the Egyptian king, who was the prieſt of Vulcan, 
* and that as he was beſieging Peluſium, he broke up the 
* tege on the following occafion : This Egyptian prieſt pray- 
*ed to God, and God heard his prayer, and ſent a judg- 
" Of © ment upon the Arabian King.” But in this Herodotus 
1h vas miſtaken, when he called this King not King of the 
any Aflyrians, but of the Arabians: For he ſaith, 'I'hat © a 
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1 1 multitude of mice gnawed to pieces in one night both the 
in * bows, and the reſt of the armour of the Aﬀſyrians, and 
| hy that it was on that account that the King, when he hal 
whe 


no bows left, drew off his army from Peluſium.” And 
| Aa 2 Herodotus 


* What Joſephns ſays here, how Iſaiah the prophet aſſured Heze- 
Fich, that © at this time he ſhould not be beſieged by the King of Aſ- 


wrot 
ooll 


1s ſe * ſyria, that for the future he might be ſecure of being not at all dif. 
gre © turbed by him; and that [afterward] the people might go on peace- 
n, bl ably, and without fear, with their huſbandry, and other affairs,” is 
cate more diſtin in our other copies, both of the Kings and of Iſaiah, and 


de ſerves very great conſideration. The words are theſe : This ſhall be a 
ſign unte thee ; ye ſhall eat this 1ear ſuch as groweth of itſelf ; an.* the fe- 
(ond year that which ſpringeth of the ſame ; and in the third year ſorv ye, 


VV he 
{ th 


„ a1 and reap, aud plant vineyardi, and eat the fruit thereef, 2 Kings xix. 
rthell 2. Iſa. xxxvii. 30. which ſeem to me plainly to deſign a /abbatic year, 
I a year of Jubilee, next after it, and the ſucceeding uſual labours and 
a "WM truits of them on the third and following years 


— Q 


of this King Sennacherib, and that he ruled over the Af 


«4 


choddas took the kingdom of Sennacherib.” 


cf 


280 ANTIQUITIES OF Boox X 
Herodotus does indeed give us this hiſtory; nay, and Be 
roſus, who wrote of the affairs of Chaldea, makes mentid 


{yrians, and that he made an expedition againſt all A; 
and Egypt; and“ ſays thus: 
5. Now when Sennacherib was returning from his E 
gyptian war to Jeruſalem, he found his army under Rab 
ſhakeh his general in danger [by a plague, for] God had 
**{ent a pelitlential. diſtemper upon his army; and on the 
very firſt night of the ſiege, an hundred fourſcore and five 
thouſand, with their captains and generals, were deſtroy: 
ed: So the King was in a great dread, and in a terrible 
agony at this calamity; and being in great fear for hi 
** whole army, he fled with the reſt of his forces to his 
** own kingdom, and to his city Nineveh : And when he 
had abode there a little while, he was treacherouſly af: 
*© faulted, and died by the hands of his elder ſons + Adram- 
melech and. Seraſer, and was flain in his own temple, 
* which was called Araſte. Now theſe: ſons of his were 
driven away on account of the murder of their father 
by the citizens, and went into Armenia, while Aſſara- 
And this 
proved to be the. concluſion of this Afﬀyrian expedition 
againſt the people of Jeruſalem, | 


ec 


«i 


146 
16 


46 


CHAT 3» 


How Hezeliah was fick, and ready to die; and how God 
betowed upon him fifteen years longer life, [and ſecured 
that promiſe] by the going . back of the ſhadow ten de- 


grees, 


ſr. Now King. Hezekiah being thus delivered, after 


a ſorpriſing manner, from the dread he was in, 
offered thank-offerings to God, with all his people, becaule 
nothing 


* That this terrible calamity of the flaughter of the 185,000 Aſſy- 
rians is here delivered-in the words of Beroſus the Chaldean ; and that 
it was certainly and frequently foretold by the © Jewiſh prophets, and 
that it was certainly and undeniably accompliſhed, ſee Authent. Rec. 
part II. p. 858. | 

+ We are here to take notice, that theſe two ſons of Sennacherib, 
that ran'away into Armenia, became the heads of two famous families 
there, the Argerunii and the Genunii ; of which ſee the particular hiſ- 
tories in Moſes Chorenenſis, p. 60. - 
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thing elſe had deſtroyed ſome of their enemies, and made 
dee reſt ſo fearful of undergoing the ſame fate, that they de- 
1ention ted from Jeruſalem, but that divine aſſiſtance: Vet while 
de A. was very zealous and diligent about the worſhip of God, 
Il Ai; he ſoon afterward fall into a ſevere * diſtemper, inſomuch 
at the phyſicians deſpaired of him, and expected no good 
ſue of his ſickneſs, as neither did his friends: and beſides 
e diſtemper itſelf, there was a very melancholy circumſtance 
hat diſordered the King, which was the conſideration that 
e was childleſs, and was going to die, and leave his houſe 
nd his government without a ſucceſſor of his own body: So 
[troy . was troubled at the thoughts of this his condition, and 
mented himſelf, and entreated of God that he would pro- 
dr hi ong his life for a little while till he had ſome children, and 
ot ſuffer him to depart this life before he was become a fa- 
her, Hereupon God had mercy upon him, and accepted of 
is ſupplication, becauſe the trouble he was under at his ſup- 
poſed death was not becauſe he was ſoon to leave the ad- 
antages he enjoyed in the kingdom, nor did he on that ac- 
ount pray that he might have a longer life afforded him, but 
in order to have ſons, that might receive the government af- 
ter him. And ſo God ſent Iſaiah the prorhet, and com- 
manded him to inform Hezekiah, That *© within three days 
time he ſhould get clear of his diſtemper, and ſhould ſur- 
vive it fifteen years, and that he ſhould have children al- 


commanded him, he could hardly believe it, both on account 


reaſon of the ſurpriſ.ng nature of what was told him; ſo he 
de. WM ie fired that Iſaiah would give him ſome ſign or wonder, that 
ne might believe him in what he had ſaid, and be ſenſible 


A a 3 | that 
fter | 
in, * Joſephus, and all our copies, place the fickxe/s of Hezekiah aſter 
uſe the deſtruction of Sennacherib's army, becauſe it appears to have been 
ne after his firſt aſſault, as he was going into Arabia and Egypt, where he 
8 puſhed his conqueſts as far as they would go, and in order to diſpatch 
fly- his ſtory altogether ; yet does no copy but this of Joſephus's ſay it was 
hat aſter that deſtruction, but only that it happened in tho/e days, or about 
ind that time of Hezekiah's life. Nor will the fifteen years prolongation of 
ec. his life after his ſickneſs, allow that ſickneſs to have been later than the 
; former part of the 15th year of his reign, ſince chronology does not al- 
ib, low him in all above 29 years and a few months, whereas the firſt aſſault 


ies of Sennacherib was on the 14th year of Hezekiah, but the deſtruction 
ile of. Sennacherib's army was not till his 18th year, 


* ſo.” Now upon the prophet's ſaying this, as God had 


of the diſtemper he was under, which was very ſore, and by 


* 
[# 
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that he came from God: for things that are beyond expeaMhem back t 


tion, and greater than our hopes, are made credible by in, and 1! 
tions of the like nature. And when Iſaiah had aſked E came ?? 1 
What ſign he defired to be exhibited ? he defired that \ Babylon, 
would make the ſhadow of the ſun which he had alread all he ha- 
made to go down ten ſteps [or degrees] in his houſe, night th: 
return again to the ſame place, and to mgke it as it wil able to ir 
before. And when the prophet prayed to Bod to exbih d ſaid, * 
this ſign to the King, he ſaw what he defired+to ſee, and of thine | 
freed from his diſtemper, and went up to the temple, whe ty ſhall ! 
he worſhipped God, and made vows to him. and be fe 

2. At this time it was that the dominion of the Aſyri told ſucl 


xords He: 
{ himſelf 1 
lamities, 
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ans + was overthrown by the Medes; but of theſe things 
ſhall treat elſewhere, But the King of Babylon, whoſe nan 
was Baladan, ſent ambaſſadors. to Hezekiah, with preſent 
and deſired he would be his ally and his friend. So he re 
ceived the ambaſſadors gladly, and made them a feaſt, an 
ſhewed them his treaſures, and his armoury, arid the othe 
wealth he was poſſeſſed of, in precious ſtones, and in gold 
and gave them preſents to be carried to Baladan, and fer 

then 


As to this regreſs of the ſhadow, either upon a ſun-dial, or th 
Reps of the royal palace built by Ahaz, whether it were phyſica.ly dont 
by the real miraculous revolution of the earth in itsdiurnal motion back 
ward from eaſt to weſt for a while, and its return again to its old natu 
ral revolution from weſt to eaſt, or whether it were not apparent only 
and performed by an #rial phoſphorus, which imitated the ſun's mo 
tion backward, while a cloud hid the real ſun, cannot now be determi 
ned. Philoſophers and aſtronomers. will naturally incline to the latte 
hypotheſis. However, it muſt be noted; that Joſephus ſeems to have 
underſtood it otherwiſe than we generally do, that the ſhadow was acl. 

celerated as much at firſt forward as it was made to go backward after Hos My 
ward, and ſo the day was neither longer nor ſhorter than uſual, which, 


it muſt be. conſeſled; agrees beſt of all to aſtronomy, whoſe eclipſes 15 12 
older than that time were obſerved at the ſame times of the day as if * 
this miracle had never happened. After all, this. wonderful ſignal was | 
not, it ſeems, peculiar to Judea, but either ſeen, cr at leaſt heard of at j I, Ww 
Babylon alfa, as appears by 2 Chr. xxxit..31. where we learn, that the 8 
Pabyloman ambaſſadors were ſent to Hezekiah, among other things, e n that 1 
inguire of the wonder that was done in the land. f 
+ This expreſſion of Joſepbus's, that the Medes, upon this deſtruc- Ats © 
tion of the Aſſyrian army, overthrew the Aſſyrian empire, ſeems. to be en Mar 
too ſtreng; for altho' they immediately caſt off the Aflyrian yoke, and Wruſalem, 
ſet up Deioces a King of their own, yet was it ſone time before the Mut of! 
Medes and Babylonians overthrew Nineveh, and ſome” generations ee ry there 


the Medes and Perſians under Cyaxares and Cyrus overthrew the Aſſj- 


"=" 


rian or Babylonian empire. 
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xpe g dem back to him. Upon which the prophet Iſaiah came to 
by in, and inquired of him, Whence thoſe ambaſſadors 
d bi came? To which he replied, That“ they came from 
that Babylon, from the King; and that he had ſhewed them 
alread all he had, that by the fight of his riches and forces he 
ule, might thereby gueſs at [the plenty he was in}, and be 
it wall able to inform the King of it.“ But the prophet rejoined, 
exhih d ſaid, Know thou, that, after a little while, theſe riches 


ind w; 
whe 


of thine ſhall be carried away to Babylon, and thy poſteri- 
'ty ſhall be made eunuchs there, and loſe. their manhood, 
and be ſervants to the King of Babylon, for that God fore- 


Aſſy told ſuch things would come to pals,” Upon which 
ings Words Hezekiah was treubled, and, ſaid, That“ he was. 
e nan himſelf unwilling that his nation ſhould fall into ſuch ca- 
reſent lamities, yet ſince it is not poſſible to alter what God had 
he determined, he prayed that there might be peace while he 
it, a lived,” Beroſus allo makes mention of this Baladan King 


 Othe 
1 gold 
ad ſen 

then 


Babylon. Now as to this prophet, [Iſaiah], he was by 
he conſeſſion of all a divine and wonderful man in ſpeaking 
futh 3 and out of the aſſurance that he had never written 
that was falſe, he wrote down all his propheſies, and left 
nem behind him-in books,. that their.accompliſhment might. 
be judged of from the events by poſterity : nor did this pro- 
het do fo alone, but the others, which were twelve in num-. 


or th 
ly don 


n back . . 

d nauer, did the ſame. And whatſoever is done among us, whe-. 
t oer it be good, or whether it be bad, comes to paſs accord- 
1's mo 


Ing to their propheſies; but of every one of theſe we thall- 


etermi peak hereafter. 


> latte 
'0 have 
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y as if 


HR. 


Hou Manaſſeb retned after Hegebiab; and how, when he- 
was in coptivity, he returned to God, and was reſlored to 
hrs kingdom, and left it to | his ſon] Amon. 


al was 

1 of 2M) 1. uE King Hezekiah had ſurvived the inter- 
(at the val of time already mentioned, and had dwelt 
'S% kae that time in peace, he died, having completed fifty feur 
race Mi cars of his life, and reigned twenty-nine : But when his 
to be on Manafſeh, whoſe mother's name was Hephzibah, of Je- 


:, and Hruſalem, had taken the kingdom, he departed from the con- 


4 * duct of his father, and fell into a courſe of liſe quite contra- 
A- thereto, and ſhewed himſelf in his manners moſt wicked 


in 


5 
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in all reſpeRs, and omitted no ſort of impicty, but imitate 
thoſe tranſgreſſions of the Iſraelites, by the commiſſion 9 
which againit God they had been deſtroyed ; for he was 
hardy as to defile the temple of God, and the city, and th 
whole country, for by ſetting out from a contempt of Gy 
he barbaroully ſlew all the righteous menthat were among t 
Hebrews ; nor would he ſpare the prophets, for he every d 
flew ſome of them, till Jeruſalem was overflown with blog 
So God was angry at theſe proceedings, and ſent prophets: 
the King, and to the multitude, by whom he threatened th 
very ſame calamities to them, which their brethren the Ii 
elites, upon the like affronts oſfered to God, were now u 
der. But theſe men would not believe their words, by whic 
belief they might hase reaped the advantage of eſcaping x 
thoſe miſeries, yet did they in earneſt learn, that what th 
prophets had told them was true. 
2. And when they perſevered in the ſame courſe of lit 
God raifed up war againſt them, from the King of Babyl; 
and Chaldea, who ſent an army againſt Judea,, and laid wa 
the country; and caught King Manaſſeh by treachery, 2: 
ordered him to be brovg't to him, and had him under! 
power to inflict what puniſhment he pleaſed upon him. B 
then it was that Manaſſeh perceived what a miſerable co 
dition he was in, and eſteeming himſelf the cauſe of all, | 
beſought God to render his enemy humane and merciful 
him. Accordingly God heard his prayer, and granted hi 
what he prayed for. So Manaſſeh was releaſed by the Kin 
of Babylon, and eſcaped the danger he was in: And wh 
he was come to Jeruſalem, he endeavoured, if it were poll 
ble, to caſt out of his memory- thoſe his former ſins again 
God, of which he now repented, and to apply himſelf to 
very-religiqus life, He ſanctified the temple, and purged t 
city, and for the remainder of his days he was intent on n 
thing but to return his thanks to God for his deliveranc 
and to preſerve him propitious to him all his life long. I 
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alſo inſtructed the multitude to do the ſame, as having ve »6 at | 
nearly experienced what a calamity. he was fallen into by 3 
| what he 


contrary conduct. He alſo rebuilt the altar, and offered t 
logal ſacrifices, as Moſes commanded. And when he hay Oe! 
re-eſtabliſhed what concerned the divine worſhip, as it ough' 8s th 
to be, he took care of the ſecurity of Jeruſalem : he did ne tpltance v 


: I: : 
only repair the old walls with great diligence, but oe [ nor bis 
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mitate; 
ſſion g 

Was 
and th 
f (od 


er wall to the former. He alſo built very lofty towers, 
che garrifoned places before the eity he ſtrengthened, not 
in other reſpects, but with proviſions of all ſorts that 
y wanted. And indeed, when he had changed his for- 
r courle, he ſo led his life for the time to come, that from 


= 55 time of his return to piety towards God, he was deemed 
* ; happy man, and a pattern for imitation : When therefore 
hets had lived fixty-ſeven years, he departed this life, having 


zned fifty-five years, and was buried in his own garden 
| the kingdom came to his fon Amon, whoſe mother's 


ne was Meſbulemeth, of the city of Jotbath. 
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w Amon reigned inflead of Manaſſeb; and after Amon 
ezned Joſiah; he was both righteous and religions, As 
of Iii concerning Huldab the propheteſs. 
abylc 
d wa 
„ 2 
der h 
1. B 


le co 


urs Amon. imitated thoſe - works of his father 

which he inſolently did when he was young: ſo 
bad a conſpiracy made againſt him by his own ſervants, 
| was ſlain, in his own houſe; when he had lived twenty- 
r years, and of them had reigned two: But the multitude 
iſhed thoſe that ſlew Amon, and buried him with Eis fa- 


= ad gave the kingdom to his ſon Joſiah, who was eight 
ed hi old. His mother was of the city Boſeath; and her 
e kin was Jedidab. He was of a moſt excellent diſpoſition, 
1] wh naturally virtuous, and followed the actions of King Da- 
e polis a pattern and a rule to him in the whole conduct of 
again life. And when he was twelve years old, he gave demon- 
f to ions of his religious and righteous behaviour; for he 
edi eht the people to a ſober way of living, and exhorted 
on u to leave off the opinion they had of their idols, becauſe 


were not Gods, but to worſhip their own God: And by 


2Tanc 


„ Tilting on the actions of his progenitors, he prudently cor- 
8 venled what they did wrong, like a very elderly man, and like 
> by abundantly able to underſtand what was fit to be done, 
ed what he found they had well done, he obſerved all the 


ntry over, and imitated the ſame. And thus he acted in 
owing the wiſdom and ſagacity of his own nature, and in 
tpltance with the advice and inſtruQion of the elders; for 
ollowing the laws it was that he ſuccceded ſo well in the 
kr of his government, and in piety with regard to the di- 

vine 
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vine worſhip. And this happened becauſe the tranſgteſ 
of the former kings were ſeen no more, but quite yani 
away; for the King went about the city, and the whole e 
try, and cut do n the groves, which were devoted to (ir 
gods, and overthrew their altars ; and if there were any; 
dedicated to them by his forefathers, he made them igu 
nious, and plucked them down, and by this means he broy 
the people back from their opinion about them to the wo 
of God. He alfo offered his accuſtomed ſacrifices and b 
ofterings upon the altar. Moreover, he ordained certain; 
ges and overſeers, that they might order the matters tot 
ſeverally belonging, and have regard to juſtice above all th 
and diſtribute it with the ſame concern they would have a 
their own ſoul. He alſo ſent over all the country, and 
fired ſuch as pleaſed to bring gold and filver for the repai 
the temple, according to every one's inclinations and abilit 
And when the money was brought in, he made one Maa! 
the governor of the city, and Shaphan the ſcribe, and | 
the recorder, and Eliakim the high prieſt, curators of 
temple, and of the charges contributed thereto: whom 
no delay, nor put the work off at all, but prepared archit 
and whatſoever was proper for thoſe repairs, and ſet cl 
about the work. So the temple was repaired by this me 
and become a public demonſtration of the King's piety. 
2, But when he was now in the eighteenth year of 
reign he ſent to Eliakim the high prieſt, and gave order, 
out of what money was overplus he ſhould caſt cups, 
diſhes, and vials, for miniſtration in the temple] ; and 
ſides, that they ſhould bring all the gold or ſilver which 
among the treaſures, and expend that alſo in making cups, 
the like veſſels? But as the high prieſt was bringing out 
gold, he light upon the holy books of Moſes that were lui 
in the temple, and when he had brought them out, he 
them to Shaphan the ſcribe, who, when he had read th 
came to the King, and informed him, that all was fiuill 
which he had ordered to be done. He alſo read over 
books to him, who, when he had heard them read, rent 
garment : and called for Eliakim the high prteſt, and 
{ Shaphan} the ſcribe, and for certain [other] of his! 
particular friends, and ſent them to Huldah the prophet 
the wife of Shallum, (which Shallum was a man of dign 
and of an eminent family), and bid them go to her, and 
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Bog 


nſytenet © ſhe defired ] ſhe would appeaſe God, and endea— 
e van our to render him propitious to them, for that there was 
hole aauſe to fear, left, upon the tranſgreſſion of the laws of 
to li loſes by their forefathers, they ſhould be in peril of go- 


ng into captivity, and of being caſt out of their own coun- 


e any; { 
m * ry; leſt they ſhould be in want of all things, and ſo end 
e bro their days miſerably.” When the propheteſs had heard 


from the meſſengers that were ſent to her by the King, 
bid them go back to the King, and ſay, 'That © God had 
already given ſentence againſt them, to deſtroy the peo- 
ple, and caſt them out of their country, and deprive them 
of all the happineſs they enjoyed ; which ſentence none 
1ave z could ſet aſide by any prayers of theirs, ſince it was paſſ- 
„and ed on account of their tranſgreſſions of the laws, and cf 
epa beir not having repented in ſo long a time, while the 
abi prophets had exhorted them to amend, and had foretold 
Mas the puniſhment that would enſue on their impious prac- 


he wo 
and b. 
ertain 
rs to tl 


all thi 


and lices; which threatning God would certainly execute up- 
>rs ofen them, that they might be perſuaded that he is God, and 
who wil had not deceived them in any. reſpect as to what he had 
\rchiMW denounced by his prophets : that yet, becauſe Joſiah was 
ſet clo © righteous man, he would at preſent delay thoſe calami- 
is mel ties, but that after his death he would ſend on the mul- 


piety, titude what miſerics he had determined for them.” 

car off 3. So theſe meſſengers, upon this prophecy of the weman, 
rder Wine and told it to the King; whereupon he ſent to the peo- 
ups, De every where, and ordered that the prieſts and the Le- 
; andes ſhould come together to Jeruſalem ; and commanded 
v hich et thoſe of every age ſhould be preſent alſo: And when 
cups, e were gathered together, he firſt read to them the holy 
g out2oks 3 after which he ſtood upon a pulpit, in the midſt of 
re lie multitude, and obliged them to make a covenant, with 


be MM vath, that they would worſhip God, and keep the laws of 
ad tu loſes. Accordingly, they gave their aſſent willingly, and 
; f1ni/W*dertook to do what the King had recommended to them. 

over Wo they immediately offered ſacrifices, and that after an ac- 
rent eptable manner, and beſought God to be gracious and mer- 
„ and ital to them. He alſo enjoined the high prieſt, that if there 
his iemained in the temple any veſſel that was dedicated to idols, 
ophetiF® to foreign gods, they ſhould caſt it out: So when a great 
* dignW=mber of rick veſſels were got together, he burnt them, and 


and 


| ſcattered 
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ſcattered their aſhes abroad, and flew the prieſts of the id 
that were not of the family of Aaron. 

4. And when he had done thus in Jeruſalem, he e 
into the country, and utterly deſtroyed what buildings 


HAP. IV. 


ind miniſt 
2en no Ot 
he times « 


been made therein by King Jeroboam in honour of {tra ap f 

gods; and he burnt the bones of the falſe prophets upon ii ©* : 5 

altar which. Jeroboam firſt built. And as the prophet e. 4 

don], who came to Jerobeam, when he was offering {ac 33 
e 


fice, and when all the people heard him, foretold what wo 
come to paſs, viz. That “a certain man of the houſe 
*© David, Jofith by name, ſhould do what is here mentig 


ed.“ And it happened that thoſe predictions took ei H Jo/ 


after three hundred and {'xty-one years. wou nde 
5. After theſe things, Joſiah went alſo. te ſuch other I Nec © 
ra lites as had eſcaped captivity.and ſlavery under the Egypt, 
{yrians, and perſuaded them to defiſt from their impious i 1% y 
tices, and to leave off the honours they paid to ſtrange god | 
but to worſhip rightly their own Almighty God, and adhe . Ne 

to him. He alſo ſearched the houſes, and the villages, . h 
the cities, out of a ſuſpicion that ſome body might have 0 wich the 
idol or other in private; nay indeed, he took away the * ch the Goren 
riots {of the ſun] that were ſet up in his royal palace, whiq er Ali 
his predeceſſors had framed, and what thing ſoever there y which be 
beſides which they worſhipped as a god. And when Hav to hit 
bad thus purged all the country, he called the people to] lis eXPEC 
| ruſalem, and there celebrated the feaſt of unleavened brei Ad to ] 
and that called the Paſſover. - He alſo gave the people fi. expedi 
paſchal ſacrifices young kids of the goats and lambs thin. *©* > ? 
thouſand, and three thouſand oxen for burnt-offerings. I. | againf 
| principal of the prieſts alſo gave to the prieſts againſt the pa whith 
| over two thouſand and fix hundred lambs ; the principal ”"* of tl 
| the Levites alſo gave to the Levites five thouſand lambs, au hinde 
4 five hundred oxen, by which means there was great plent fate chat 
f of ſacrifices; and they offered thoſe ſacrifices according tM®” occal 
N the laws of Moſes, while every prieſt explained the matte Vor. 
4 an I be 

| 0 

I * It is hard to reconcile the account in the ſecond book of Kings, c ſs ps 
9 xxiii. 11. with this account in Joſephus, and to tramſlate this paſſag i nuator, t. 
. truly in Joſephus, whoſe copies are ſuppoſed to be here imperſect: How veh, w 
ever, the general ſenſe of both ſeems to be this, that there were certaW* ſucrus / 
0 chariots, with their horſes, dedicated to the idol of the ſun, or to Mo rear 612. 
. loch; which idol might be carried about in proceſſion, and worſhippe + This 
by the people; which chariots were nov taten away, as Joſephus ſay { 156. m 
or, as the book of Kings ſays, burnt with fire by Joſiah. „Syrian. 


Hudſoa | 


Book #4y. IV. THz JEWS :3y 
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and miniſtered to the multitude. And indeed there had 
een no other feſtival thus celebrated by the Hebrews from 
he times of Samuel the prophet ; and the plenty of ſacrifices 
ow was the occaſion that all things were perſormed accord- 
27 to the laws, and according to the cuſtom of their forefa- 
hers, So when foſiah had after this lived in peace, nay in 
riches and reputation alſo among all men, he ended his life in 
he manner following. 
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CHA FYV. 
Inv Jeſiah fought with Neco [Ring of Egypt], and was 
wounded, and died in a little time afierward : As alſo how 
Neco carried Jehoahaz, who had been made King, into 
Egypt, and delivered the Kingdom to Jeboialim: And 
J, concerning Jeremiah and Egezel, 


ther | 
the 
us pr 
ge god 
1 adhe 


1. Now Neco, King of Egypt, raiſed an army, and 
marched to the river Euphrates, in order to fight 
with the Medes, and Babylonians, who had“ overthrown 


* K the dominion of the Aſſyrians, for he had a defire to reign 
„ wh” < Afia, Now when he was come to tie city Mendes, 


which belonged to the kingdom of Johah, he brought an ar- 


ere v , : 
hen Wy to hinder him from paſſing through his own country, in 
e to] bis expedition againſt the Medes. Now Neco fent an he- 
bre rid to Joſiah, and told him, That © he did not make this 
ple i expedition againſt him, bet was making haſte to Euphra- 
thin tes; and defired that he would not provoke him to fight 
- THAW" 2gainſt him, becauſe he obſlcucted his march to the place 
ie pal whither he had reſolved to go.” But Joſiah did not ad- 
ipal dM it of this advice of Neco's, but put himſelf into a poſture 
bs. ano hinder him from his intended march. I ſuppeſe it was 
plent fate that puſhed him on to this conduct, that it might take 
ing n occaſion againſt him; for as he was ſetting his + army in 


nattet Vol. II. B b array 


an * This is a remarkable paſſage of chronology in Joſephus, that about 
the latter end of the reign of ſoſiah, the Medes and Babylonians over- 
threw the empire of the Aﬀyrizns; or, ia the words of Tobit's conti- 
nuator, that * before Tobias died, he heard of the deſtruction of Nine- 
reh, which was taken by Nebuchodonoſor the Babylonian, and Af. 
* ſuerus the Mede, Tob. xiv. 15.“ See Dean Prideaux Connexion at the 
year 612. | 

+ This battle is juſtly eſteemed the very ſame that Herodotus, B. I. 
{ 156. mentions, when he ſays, that“ Necao joined battle with tHe 
* Syrians [or Jews] at Magdolum [Megiddo], and beat them,“ as Dr. 
Hudſoa here obſerves. 
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array, and rode about in his chariot, from one wing of his ar 
my to another, one of the Egyptians ſhot an arrow at him 
and put an end to his eagerneſs of fighting; for being ſore 
wounded he commanded a retreat to be Pn for his ar 
my, and returned to Jeruſalem, and died of that wourd 
and was magnificently buried in the ſepulchre of his father, 
when he had lived thirty-nine years, and of them had rein 
ed thirty-one. But all the people mourned greatly for hin 
lamenting and grieving on his account many days: and je 
remiah the prophet, compoſed ® an elegy to lament hin 
which is extant till this time alſo. Moreover, this prophet 
denounced before hand the fad calamities that were comin 
upon the city. He alſo left behind him in writing a deſcrip 
tion of that deſtruction of our nation which has lately hap 
pened in our days, and the taking of Babylon: Nor was he 
the only prophet who delivered ſuch predicti ns before han 
to the multitude, but ſo did Ezekiel alſo, who was the firll 
perſon that wrote, and left behind him in writing two books 
concerning theſe events. Now theſe two prophets were prieſt 
by birth; but of them Jeremiah dwelt in Jeruſalem, from the 
thirteenth year C the reign of Joſiah, until the city and tem 
ple were utterly deſtroyed. However, as to what befel thi 
prophet, we will relate it in its proper place. 

2. Upon the death of Joſiah, which we have alread 
mentioned, his ſon, Jehoahaz by name, took the kingdom; 
being about twenty-three years old. He reigned in Jerufa 
lem; and his mother was Hamutal, of the city Libnah. He 
was an impious man, and impure in his courſe of life: Bu 
as the King of Egypt returned from the battle, he ſent fo 
Jehoahaz to come to him, to the city called + Hamath, whic 
belongs to Syria; and when he was come, he put him i 
bands, and delivered the kingdom to a brother of his by the 
father's fide, whoſe name was E/zatim, and changed his 
name to Jeboiabim,; and laid a tribute upon the land of an 


hundred 


* Whether Joſephus, from 2 Chr. xxxv. 25. here means the book o 
the Lamentations of Feremiah ſtill extant, which chiefly belongs to the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem under Nebuchadnezzar, or to any other like 
melancholy poem now loſt, but extant in the days of Joſephus, belong- 
ing peculiarly to Joſiah, cannot now be determined. 

+ This ancient city Hamath, which is joined with Arpad, or Aradus, 
2rd with Damaſcus, 2 Kings xvii. 34. Iſa. xxxvi. 19. Jer. xlix. 23. citics 
ot Syria and Phenicia, near the borders of Judea, was alſo itſelf evidents 
j near te ſame bor lers, though long ago utterly d ſtroyed. 
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his z undred talents of filver, and a talent of gold, and the ſum 
at him ef money Jehoiakim paid by way of tribute; but Neco car- 
ſorel ed away Jehoahaz into Egypt, where he died, when he 
his «Wd reigned three months and ten days. Now Jehoiakim's 


our. d Whnother was called Zebudah, of the city Rumah. He was 
athen f 2 wicked diſpoſition, and ready to do miſchief: nor was 
reign: either religious towards God, or good-natured towards 
Cr him men. 

ind ſe 
t him 


A VL 


rophe io Nebuchadnezzar, when he had conquered the King of 
** Egypt, made an expedition againſi the Jews, and flew Jebci- 
iy ip alun, and made Jehoiachin his ſon King. 

ap 
was . Now in the fourth year of the reign of Jehoiakim, 
e han one whole name was Nebuchadneztar, took the 


ne firlWcorernment over the Babylonians, who at the ſame time 


book vent up with a great army to the city Carchemiſh, which 
prieſii vas at Euphrates, upon a reſolution he had taken to fight 
m the with Neco King of Egypt, under whom all Syria then was. 
d tem And when Neco underſtood the intention of the King of Ba- 


el thiMbylon, and that this expedition was made againſt him, he 
did not deſpiſe his attempt, but made haſte with a great band 
of men to Euphrates to defend himſelf from Nebuckadnez- 


zar; and when they had joined battle, he was beaten, and 


[read 
dom; 


eruſa loſt many ten thouſands [of his ſoldiers] in the battle. So 
. HelWtke King of Babylon paſſed over Euphrates, and took all Sy- | 
: Bui na, as far as Peluſium, excepting ſudea. But when Nebu- 
nt forfElchadnezzar had already reigned four years, which was the 
which ©ghth of Tehotakim*®s government over the Hebrews, the 
im ini King of Babylon made an expedition with mighty forces a- 
y the gainſt the Jews, and required tribute of Jehoiakim, and 


d his 
of an 


ndred 


threatened, upon his refuſal, to make war againſt him. He 
was affrighted at his threatening, and bought his peace with 
money, and brought the tribute he was ordered to bring for 
three years. 


00 1 2. But on the third year, upon hearing that the King of 
. og the Babylonians made an expedition againſt the Egyptians, 
elong- Nhe did not pay his tribute, yet was he dilappointed of his 


hope, for the Egyptians durſt not fight at this time. And 
mdeed the prophet Jeremiah foretold every day, how vainly 
they relied on their hopes from Egypt, and how the city 

B b 2 would 


radus, 
cities 
ident- 
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would be overthrown by the King of Babylon, and JehoaM.cther wi 
kim the King would be ſubdued by him. But what he thy . throw 
ſpake proved to be of no advantage to them, becauſe ther. ſon Jeh 
were none that ſhould eſcape z for both the multitude, a, took th 
the rulers, when they heard him, had no concern about whM,,fand in 
they heard, but being diſpleaſed at what was ſaid, as if iich was 
prophet were a diviner againſt the King, they accuſed jena this w 
miah, and bringing him before the court, they required thrty-fix y 
a ſentence and a puniſhment might be given againſt him. Newlil.cceded | 
all the reſt gave their votes for his condemnation, but the d ebuſhta : f 
ders refuſed, who prudently ſent away the prophet from Heths and 
court [of the priſon], and perſuaded the reſt to do ]ercmiih 
no harm: for they ſaid, That © he was not the only perſon 
** who foretold what would come to the city, but that Mi. 


cah ſignified the ſame before him, as well as many otheis 
44 


hat the K 
none of which ſuffered any thing of the kings that the ard too 
reigned. but were honoured as the prophets of God.” S Zede bia! 
they mollified the multitude with theſe words, and delivered e by . 


«6 


Jeremiah from the puniſhment to which he was condemned Ei 
Now when this prophet had written all his prophecies, and qu:/hed 
the people were faſting, and aſſembled at the temple, on the mah. 


ninth month of the fifth year of Jehoiakim, he read the book 
ne had compoſed of his predictions, of what was to befal the 
city, and the temple, and the multitude. And when the 
rulers heard ct it, they took the book from him, and bid him 
and Baruch the ſcribe to go their ways, leſt they ſhould be 
diicovered by one or other; but they carried the book, and 
gave it to the King; ſo he gave order, in the preſence of his 
triends, that his ſcribe ſhould take it, and read it When 
the King heard what it contained, he was angry, and tore it, 
and caſt it into the fire, where it was conſumed, He alſo Windred, 
cemmanded, that they ſhould ſeek for Jeremiah, and Baruch Wing of -. 
the {cribe, and bring them to him, that they might be pu-Muould th 
niſhed. However they eſcaped his anger. ey did 

3. Now a little time afterward, the King of Babylon made Won did n 
an expedition againſt Jehoiakim, whom he received [into the Wl that 
city, and this out of fear of the foregoing predictionsof this {Wandicra 
prophet, as ſuppoſing he ſhould ſuffer nothing that was terri- Wer was 
ble, becauſe he neither ſhut the gates, nor fought againſt him; Nehoiacl 
yet when he was come into the city, he did not obſerve the ere br. 
covenants he had made, but he flew ſuch as were in the u ]cho! 
tower of their age, and ſuch as were of the greateſt dignity, Wake an 

| together 
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Jehocis gether with their King Jehoiakim, whom he commanded 
he th de thrown before the walls, without any burial ; and made 
e ther; ſon jehoiachin King of the country, and of the city: he 
ic, o took the principal perſons in dignity for captives, three 
it WiaWouſand in number, and led them away to Babylon; among 


if uch was the prophet Ezekiel, who was then but young. 
d Jena this was the end of King Jeholakim, when he had lived 
ed thafM;cty-fix years, and of them reigned eleven; but Jehoiachin 
« Nowficceeded him in the kingdom, whofe mother's name was 
thee] ebu/hta: ſhe was a citizen of Jeruſalem. He reigned three 
om tenths and ten days. 

remiah 

mY c HAP. VII. 

others hat the King of Babylon repented of making Jebciachin Ring, 
t then and too him away to Babylon, and delivered the kingdom to 
.“ So Zedehiah. This King would not believe what was predict- 
iverediiWl = by Jeremiah and Ezekiel, but joined himſelf to the 
-mnedil E7ypiians ; who, when they came into Judea, were van- 
s, and qu:/hed by the King of Babylon: As alſo what befel Jere- 
on the r. 

> book 

al the 1. Bor a terror ſeized on the King of Babylon, who 
en the had given the kingdom to Jehoiachin, and that 
d hinWnmediately : he was afraid that he ſhould bear him a grudge, 
1d befWccauſe of his killing his father, and thereupon ſhould make: 
c, andWie country revolt from him; wherefore he ſent an army, 


of hid beſieged Jehoiachin in Jeruſalem: but becauſe he was 
When! a gentle and juſt diſpoſition, he did not deſire to lee the 
Ie it, Wity endangered on his account, but he took his mother, and 
e allo Windred, and delivered them to the commanders ſent by the 
aruch Wing of Babylon, and accepted of their oaths, that neither 
e pu- Would they ſuffer any harm, nor the city; which agreement 

ey did not obſerve for a ſingle year, for the King of Baby- 
made Won did not keep it, but gave orders to his generals to take 
o the Will that were in the city captives, both the youth, and the 
this Wandicraftſmen, and bring them bound to him: their num- 
terri- er was ten thouſand eight hundred and thirty-two as alſo 
him; Nehoiachin, and his mother and friends: And when theſe 
> the Frere brought to him, he kept them in cuſtody, and appoint- 
1 the ed Jehoiachin's uncle Zedekiah to be King: and made him 
nity, {ike an oath, that he would certainly keep the kingdom for 
ther B b 3 m 
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Har. VII. 


him, and make no innovation, nor have any league of friend 
ihip with the Egyptians. 

2. Now Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he 
took the government; and had the ſame mother with hj 
brother Jchoiakim, but was a deſpifer of juſtice, and of hi 
duty, for truly thoſe of the ſame age with him were wicke( 
about him, and the whole multitude did what unjuſt and ie with 
folent things they pleaſed; for which reaſon the prophet je light, h 
remiah came often to him, and proteſted to him, and infill Wow as ſoc 
ed, That © he muſt leave off his impieties and tranſgreſſions lem, th 
and take care of what was right, and neither give ear u the King 
the rulers, (among whom were wicked men), nor give gainſt hi 
credit to their falle prophets, who deluded them, as if the own cou 
King of Babylon would make no more war againſt them, Mt» woul« 
and as if the Egyptians would make war againſt him, and which tl 
conquer him, fince what they ſaid was not true, and the et jerem 
events would not prove fuch [as they expected]. Now Wlicted t 
as to Zedekiah himſelf, while he heard the prophet ſpeak he MW hey dic 
believed him, and agreed to every thing as true, and ſuppo- would b 
ſed it was for his advantage; but then his friends perverted Baby lor 
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him, and diſſuaded him from what the prophet adviſed, and ege it 
obliged him to do what they pleaſed. Ezekiel alſo foretold IM carry 2 
in Babylon what calamities were coming upon the people, take av 
which when he heard, he ſent accounts of them unto Jeru— thoſe ri 
ſalem; but Zedekiah did not believe their prophecies, for this, he 
the reaſon following: It happened that the two prophets and tha 
agreed with one another in what they ſaid as to all other ears; 
things, that the city ſhould be taken, and Zedekiah himſelf an end 


thould be taken captive, but Ezekiel diſagreed with him, and the 
and ſaid, That“ Zedekiah ſhould not ſee Babylon,” while "rebut 
Jeremiah ſaid to him, That © the King of Babylon ſhould Fab fe 
carry him away thither in bonds.” And becauſe they did , and 


not both ſay the ſame thing as to this circumſtance, he dif- ered in 


believed what they both appeared to agree in, and condemn- W' his o 
ed them as not ſpeaking truth therein, although all the things ent; f 
foretold him did come to paſs according to their prophecies, Mie of tl 
as we ſhall ſhew upon a fitter opportunity. him 
3. Now when Zedekiah preſerved the league of mutual 
aſſiſtance he had made with the Babylonians, for eight years, 
he brake it, and revolted to the Egyptians, in hopes, by their “ Joie 
aſſiſtance, of overcoming the Babylonians. When the King - of - 
of Babylon knew this, he made war againſt him: he laid his OS 
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zuntry waſte, and took his fortified towns, and came to the 
ty Jeruſalem itſelf to beſiege it: But when the King of E- 


Vet heard what circumſtances Zedekiah his ally was in, be 


ok a great army with him, and came into Judea, as if he 
ould raiſe the ſiege; upon which the King of Babylon de- 
acted from Jeruſalem, and met the Egyptians, and joined 
ittle with them, and beat them, and when he had put them 
flight, he purſued them, and drove them out of all Syria. 
ow as ſoon as the King of Babylon was departed from Je- 
alem, the falſe prophets deceived Zedekiah, and ſaid, That 
the King of Babylon would not make any more war a- 
gainſt him or his people, nor remove them out of their 
own country into Babylon, and that thoſe then in captivi- 
ty would return, with all thoſe veſſels of the temple, of 
which the King of Babylon had deſpoiled that temple.” 
ut Jeremiah came among them, and propheſied what con- 
dicted thoſe predictions, and what proved to be true, that 
they did ill, and deluded the King ; that the Egyptians 
would be of no advantage to them, but that the King of 
Babylon would renew the war againſt Jerufalem, and be- 
' fiege it again, and would _ the people by famine, and 
carry away thoſe that remained into captivity. and would 
take away what they had as ſpoils, and would carry off 
thoſe riches that were in the temple ; nay that, beſides 
this, he would burn it, and utterly overthrow the city, 
and that they ſhould ſerve him and his poſterity ſeventy 
years z that then the Perſians and the Medes ſhould put 
an end to their ſervitude, and overthrow the Babylonians, 
and that we ſhall be diſmiſſed, and return to this land, and 
"rebuild the temple, and reſtore Jeruſalem.” When Je- 
emiah ſaid this, the greater part believed him, but the ru- 
ts, and thoſe that were wicked, deſpiſed him, as one diſor- 
ered in his ſenſes. Now he had refolved to go elſewhere, 
0 his own country, which was called Anatboth, and Was 
wenty furlongs diſtant from Jeruſalem ; and as he was going, 
ne of the rulers met him, and ſeized upon him, and accu. 


d him falſely, as though he were going as a deſerter to the 


* Toſephus ſays here, that Jeremiah propheſied not only of the re- 
un 1 * the Or win captivity, and this under the Per- 
ans and Medes, as in. our other copies; but of their rebuilding the 
ple, and even the city Jeruſalem, which do not appear in our copies 
idler his name, ſee the note on Antiq. B. XI. ch. 1.4 3. 
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Babylonians ; but Jeremiah ſaid, that he accuſed him faltet bim 
ly, and added, that he was only going to his own country ight be ſi 
but the other would not believe him, but ſeized upon him e neck in 
and led him away to the rulers, and laid an accuſation ed; but 
gainſt him, under whom he endured all ſorts of torment{Wicem wit! 
and tortures, and was reſerved to be puniſhed ; and this x Hlat a flat 
the condition he was in for ſome time, while he ſuffereh bis rul: 
what I have already deſcribed unjuſtly. ire, and b 


4. Now in the ninth year of the reign of Zedekiah, on the Mer a dea 
tenth day of the tenth month, the King of Babylon made e King h 
ſecond expedition againſt Jeruſalem, and lay before it eig e prophe 
teen months, and beſieged it with the utmoſt application Hen of th 
There came upon them alſo two of the greateſt calamitie erer elſe 
at the ſame time that Jeruſalem was beſieged, a famine. andMreſervatic 
a peſtilential diſtemper, and made great havock of them :Mtliopian 
And though the prophet Jeremiah was in priſon, he did note the pr 
reſt, but cried out, and proclaimed aloud, and exhorted then the pri 
multitude to open their gates, and admit the King of Baby-. But 
lon, for that if they did ſo, they ſhould be preſerved, ardWhquired » 
their whole families, but if they did not ſo, they ſhould bee ſuitable 
deſtroyed ; and he foretold, that if any one ſtaid in the city, Mhform hit 


hat to 
believec 
ened to 
to deſtr 
edneſs: 
and ſaid 
' fight ag 
the tru! 
zhen the 
either b 
be ruler: 
en him; 


he ſhould certainly periſh by one of theſe ways, either be 
conſumed by the famine, or ſlain by the enemy's ſword, but 
that if he would fly to the enemy he ſhould eſcape death: 
Yet did not theſe rulers who heard believe him, even when 
they were in the midſt of their fore calamities, but they 
came to the King, and, in their anger, informed him of what 
Jeremiah ſaid, and accuſed him, and complained of the pro- 
phet as of a madman, and one that diſheartened their minds, 
and by the denunciation of miſeries, weakened the alacrity 
of the multitude, who were otherwiſe ready to expoſe them- 
ſelves to dangers for him, and for their country, while he, 
in a way of threatening, warned them to fly to the enemy, 


and told them that the city ſhould certainly be taken, and liver tl 
be utterly deſtroyed, was Ge 

5. But for the King himſelf, he was not at all irritated Mo] if h 
againſt Jeremiah, ſuch was his gentle and righteous diſpoli- W he was 


tion; yet that he might not be engaged in a quarrel with ground 
thoſe rulers at ſnch a time, by oppoſing what they intended, diſobe: 
he let them do with the prophet whatſoever they would: ing up 
Whereupon, when the King had granted them ſuch a per- fall hi 
miſhon, they preſently came into the priſon and took — aid, T 
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let him down with a cord into a pit full of mire, that he 
git be ſuffocated, and die of himſelf. So he ſtood up to 
e neck in the mire, which was all about him, and lo conti- 
ed; but there was one of the King's ſervants, who was in 
em with him, an Ethiopian by deſcent, who told the King 
hat a ſtate the prophet was in, and ſaid, that his friends 
d bis rulers had done evil in putting the prophet, into the 
ire, and by that means contriving againſt him that he ſhould 
er a death more bitter than that by his bonds only. When 
e King heard this, he repented of his having delivered up 
e prophet to the rulers, and bid the Ethiopian take thirty 
jen of the King's guards, and cords with them, and what- 
ever elſe they underſtood to be neceſſary for the prophet's 
reſervation, and to draw him up immediately. So the 
thiopian took the men he was ordered to take, and drew 
p the prophet- out of the mire, and leſt him at liberty 
u the priſon], 
6. But when the King had ſent to call him privately, and 
quired what he could fay to him from God, which might 
e ſuitable to his preſent circumſtances, and defired him to 
norm him of it, Jeremiah replied, That © he had ſome- 
a hat to ſay;“ but he ſaid withal, © He ſhould not be 
believed, nor, if he admoniſhed them, ſhould he be heark- 
enced to ;??. for, ſaid he, © Thy friends have determined 
to deſtroy me, as though I had been guilty of ſome wick- 
edneſs: And where are now thoſe men who deceived us, 
and faid, that the King of Babylon would not come and 
' fight againſt us any more; but I am afraid now to ſpeak 
the truth, leſt thou ſhouldſt condemn me to die.” And 
en the King had aſſured him upon oath, that he would 
either himſelf put him to death, nor deliver him up to 
he rulers, he became bold upon that aflurance that was gi- 
en him; and gave him this advice, That © he ſhould de- 
liver the city up to the Babylonians : and he ſaid, That it 
was God that propheſied this by him, that [he muſt do 
'{o] if he would be preſerved, and eſcape out of the danger 
' he was in, and that then neither ſhould the city fall to the 
ground, nor ſhould the temple be burned ; but that [if he 


' Ciſobeyed], he would be the cauſe of theſe miſeries com- 
ing upon the citizens, and of the calamity that would be- 
fall his whole houle.” | 
laid, That * he would willingly do what he perſuaded him 


When the King heard this, he 
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to, and what he declared would be to his advantage, hy 
that he was afraid of thoſe of his own country that h. 
* fallen away to the Babylonians, leſt he ſhould be accuſe 
* by them to the King of Babylon, and be puniſhed,” ; 
the prophet encouraged him, and ſaid, He had no cad 
* to fear ſuch puniſhment, for that he ſhould not have t 
* experience of any misfortune, if he would deliver all upt 
„the Babylonians, neither himſelf, nor his children, ng ohteen me 
* his wives, and that the temple ſhould then continue . by the 
„hurt.“ So when Jeremiah had faid this, the King ers. 

him go, and charged him, To betray what they had 2. Now, 
* ſolved on to none of the citizens, nor to tell any of the onch, in t 
* matters to any of the rulers, if they ſhould have learn Here indee: 
that he had been ſent for, and ſhould inquire of him whMebuchadr 
* it was that he was ſent for, and what he had ſaid to hin de himſe 
* but to pretend to them, that he beſought him that lerals who 
„ might not be kept in bonds and in priſon,” And indee know tl 
he ſaid ſo to them; for they came to the prophet, and alkeMibſaris, “ 
him, what advice it was that he came to give the King len, abo 
lating to them? And thus I have finiſhed what concerns ti red into 
matter, e took h 
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CHA Pp. VIII. 


How the King of Babylon took Jeruſalem, and burnt the te 
ple, and removed the people of Jeruſalem and Zedekiab 


Babylon: As alſo, who they were that had ſucceeded in th'*rt00k 
high prieſthood under the Kings. ut; but 

ed out C 

1. Now the King of Babylon was very intent and earWear then 


neſt upon the ſiege of Jeruſalem; and he erecte 
towers upon great banks of earth, and from them repelle | 
thoſe that ſtood upon the walls: He alſo made a great numerted by 
ber of ſuch banks round about the whole city, whoſe heignWrought | 
was equal to thoſe walls. However, thoſe that were withWezzar b 
in bore the ſiege with courage and alacrity, for they werQF breake 
not diſcouraged, either by the famine, or by the peſtilenti when | 
diſtemper, but were of cheerful minds, in the proſecution o reproa 


ay, and 
lt; ſo t 


the war, although thoſe miſeries within oppreſſed them alioFF ceived 


and they did not ſuffer themſelves to be terrified, either b hoiact 

the contrivances of the enemy, or by their engines of wars he ga' 

but contrived ſtill different engines to oppoſe all the othelF is or 

withal, till indeed there ſeemed to be an entire ſtruggle be broug 
tween 


3ook 
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cen the Babylonians, and the people of Jeruſalem, which 
d the greater ſagacity and ſkill ; the former party ſuppoſing 


ige, bi 
nat he 


acculdW:y ſhould be thereby too hard for the other, for the de- 
aion of the city, the latter placing their hopes of deliver- 
10 cad 


ce in nothing elſe but in perſevering in ſuch inventions, in 


ave tiWooſition to the other, as might demonſtrate the enemies en- 


11 up Mes were uſeleſs to them. And this ſiege they endured for 
en, Meuteen months, until they were deſtroyed by the famine, 
a ud by the darts which the enemy threw at them from the 
ing cis. - 

had ra 2. Now, the city was taken on the ninth day of the fourth 
of thel onth, in the eleventh year of the reign of Zedekiah. They 
learne ere indeed only generals of the King of Babylon, to whom 
m " ſehuchadnezzar committed the care of the ſie ge. for he a- 
o him 


ode himſelf in the city of Riblah. The names of theſe ge- 
rals who ravaged and ſubdued Jeruſalem, if any one defire 
know them, were theſe, Nergal Sharezer, Samgar Nebo, 
abſaris, Sarſechim, and Rabmag. And when the city was 
ken, about mid-night, and the enemies generals were en- 
red into the temple, and when Zedekiah was ſenſible of it, 
e took his wives, and his children, and his captains, and 
friends, and with them fled out of the city, through the 
tified ditch, and through the deſert : And when certain 
{ the deſerters had informed the Babylonians of this, at 
reak of day they made haſte to purſue after Zedekiah, and 
rertook him not far from Jericho, and encompaſſed him a- 
ut; but for thoſe friends and captains of Zedekiah who had 
ed out of the city with him, when they ſaw their enemies 
nd ear them, they left him, and diſperſed themſelves, ſome one 
erecteGF:y, and ſome another, and every one reſolved to ſave him- 
epelleWlf; ſo the enemy took Zedekiah alive, when he was de- 
it nunWerted by all but a few, with his children and his wives, and 

heighWrought him to the King. When he was come, Nebuchad- 
e withWezzar began to * call him a wicked wretch, and a covenant- 
wer breaker, and one that had forgotten his former words, 
ilentiaß when he promiſed to keep the country for him. He alſo 
tion 0 teproached him for his ingratitude, that when he had re- 
m alioF ceived the kingdom from him, who had taken it from Je- 
ther by hoiachin, and given it him, he had made uſe of the power 
of war he gave him againſt him that gave it ; but, {aid he, God 
e otheif is great, who hateth that conduct of thine, and hath 
gle be brought thee under us,” And when he had uſed theſe 
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words to Zedekiah, he commanded his ſons, and his frie 
to be ſlain, while Zedekiah, and the reſt of the capt; 
looked on, after which he put out the eyes of Zedekiah, zi 
bound him, and carried him to Babylon. And theſe thin 
happened to him “, as Jeremiah and Ezekiel had foretold 
him, that he ſhould be caught, and brought before the Ki 
of Babylon, and ſhould ſpeak to him face to face, and ſhy, 
ſee his eyes with his own eyes: And thus far did [eremi 
prophecy ; but he was alſo made blind, and brought to) 
bylon, but did not ſee it, according to the prediction 
Ezekiel. 

3. We have ſaid thus much, becauſe it was ſufficient 
ſhew the nature of God to ſuch as are ignorant of it, that 
is various, and acts many different ways, and that all even 
happen after a regular manner, in their proper ſeaſon, a 
that it foretels what muſt come to paſs. It is alſo ſufficiet 
to ſhew the ignorance and incredulity of men, whereby the 
are not permitted to foreſee any thing that is future, and a 
not without any guard, expoſed to calamities, ſo that it is in 
poſſible for them to avoid the experience of thoſe calamitie 

4. And after this manner have the kings of David's rac 
ended their lives, being in number twenty-one. until the la 
King, whoaltogether reigned five hundred and fourteen year 
and fix months, and ten days; of whom Saul, who wi 
their firſt King, retained the government twenty yea! 
though he was not of the ſame tribe with the reit. 

5. And now it was that the King of Babylon ſent Neb 
zaradan, the gene,. Wof his army, to Jeruſalem, to pillag 
the temple, who had it alſo in command to burn it, and th 
royal palace, and to lay the city even with the ground, an 
to tranſplant the people into Babylon. Accordingly he cam 
to Jeruſalem in the eleventh year of King Zedekiah, and pil 
laged the temple, and carried out the veſſels of God, bot 
gold and ſilver, and particularly that large laver which Sol; 
mon dedicated, as alſo the pillars of braſs, and their chap 
ter 


Book! 


* This obſervation of Joſephus's about the ſeeming diſagreement « 
22 xxxii. 4. XXxiv. 3. and Ezekiel xii. 13. but real agreement 2 
aſt, concerning the fate or Zedckiah, is very true, and very remark 
able. See che p. vii. J 2. Nor is it at all unlikely that the courtie 
and falſe prophets might make uſe of this ſeeming contradiction to di 
ſuade Zedekiah from believing either of thoſe prophets, as Joſeph 
bere intimates he was diſſuaded thereby. 
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rs, with the golden tables, and the candleſticks; and 
then he had carried theſe off, he ſet fire to the temple in 


e fifth month, the firſt day of the month, on the eleventh 


ear of the reign of Zedekiah, and on the eighteenth year of 
ſebuchadnezzar: he alſo burnt the palace, and overthrew 
he city. Now the temple was burnt four hundred and ſeven- 
years, fix months, and ten days, after it was built, It 
das then one thouſand and fixty-two years, ſix months, and 
en days, from the departure out of Egypt; and from the 
leluge, to the deſtruction of the temple, the whole interval 
ras one thouſand nine hundred fifty- ſeven years, fix months, 
and ten days; but from the generation of Adam, until this 
befel the temple, there were three thouſand five hundred and 
thirteen years, ſix months, and ten days: So great was the 
number of years hereto belonging. And what actions were 
done during thole years, we have particularly related. But 
the general of the Babylonian King now overthrew the city 
to the very foundations, and removed the people, and took 
or priſoners the high prieſt Seraiah, and Zephaniah the prieſt 
that was next to him, and the rulers that guarded the tem- 
ple, who were three in number, and the eunuch who was 
drer the armed men, and ſeven friends of Zedekiah, and his 
cribe, and ſixty other rulers; all which, together with the 
reflels which they had pillaged, he carried to the King of 
Babylon to Riblah, a city of Syria. So the King command- 
ed the heads of the high prieſt and of the rulers to be cut off 
there; but he himſelf led all the captives, and Zedekiah, to 
babylon. He alſo led Joſedek the high prieſt away bound. 
He was the ſon of Seraiah the high prieſt, whom the King 
of Babylon had ſlain in Riblah, a city of Syria, as we have 
juſt now related. 

6. And now, becauſe we have enumerated the ſucceſſion 
of the Kings, and who they were, and how long they reign- 
ed, I think it neceſſary to ſet down the names of the high 
prieſts, and who they were that ſucceeded one another in the 
high prieſthood, under the Kings. The firſt high prieſt then 
at the temple, which Solomon built, was Zadock ; after him 
lis ſon Achimas received that dignity ; after Achimas was 
Azarias; his ſon was Joram, and Joram's ſon was Iſus; 
iter him was Axioramus; his ſon was Phideas, and Phi- 
deas's fon was Sudeas, and Sudeas's ſan was Juelus, and Ju- 
tlus's ſon was Jotham, and Jotham's ſon was Urias, and U- 
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rias's ſon was Nerias, and Nerias's ſon was Odeas, and | 
ſon was Sallumus, and Sallumus's ſon was Elcias, and | 
ſon [was * Azarias, and his ſon] was Sareas, and his f 
was Joſadoc, who was carried captive to Babylon. All the 
received the high prieſthood by ſucceſſion, the ſons fri 
their father. 

7. When the King was come to Babylon, he kept Ze 
kiah in priſon until he died, and buried him magnificent 
and dedicated the veſſels he had pillaged out of the tem 
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country of Babylon, but freed the high prieſt from his bon 


CHAP. IX. 


How Nebuzaradan ſet Gedaliah over the Jews that u 
left in Judea, which Gedaliah was a little afterward |, 
by Iſhmael: And how Yonathan, after Iſhmael 

riven away, went down into Egypt with the pevy! 
which people Nebuchadnezzar, when he made an ext 


ditton againſt the Egyptians, took captive, and brou"a, and 
them away ts Babylon, family on, 
during the 
51. Now the general of the army, Nebuzaradan, v Ammonite 
he had carried the people of the Jews into callG-<4aliah 
tivity, left the poor, and thoſe that had deſerted, in lim. and t 
country, and made one, whoſe name was Gedahah, the 3 eu! 
of Ahikam, a perſon of a noble family, their governo This he a 
which Gedaliah was of a gentle and righteous diſpoſitiq have him 
He alſo commanded them that they ould cultivate M riſe. the 
ground, and pay an appointed tribute to the King. He a dviſed + 
took Jeremiah the prophet out of priſon, and would hald: and 
perſuaded him to go along with him to Brbylon, for that My,nts. an- 
had been enjoined by the King to ſupply him with Whatff and we! 
ever he wanted; and if he did not like to do fo, he deſii chat the 
him to inform him where he reſolved to dwell, that he mig or 95, 
ſignify the ſame to the King: but the prophet had no mii to feed d 
to follow him, nor to dwell any where elſe, but would gli to them, 
what plac 
* I have here inſerted in brackets this high prieſt Azarias, tho 
he be omitted in all Joſephus's copies, out of the Jewiſh chronicle, $ 
der Olam, of how little authority ſoever I generally eſteem ſuch | + Of thi: 
rabbinical hiſtorians, becauſe we know from. Joſephus himſelf, that . neſs of his 
number of the high prieſts belonging to this interval was eight a canonica 
Antiq. B. XX. ch. x. whereas his copies have here but ſeventeen. I part I. p. 
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live in the ruins of his country, and in the miſerable re- 


r. | hains of it. When the general underſtood what his purpoſe 
Aut), he enjoined Gedaliah, whom he left behind, to take 
ns 10 | poſſible care of him, and to ſupply him with whatſoever 


e wanted: So when he had given him rich preſents, he dil- 


t 2e iſed him. Accordingly, Jeremiah abode in a city of that 

ficeml untry which was called M:/pah ; and deſired of Nebuza- | 
tem dan that he would ſet at liberty his diſciple “ Baruch, the 4 
le in of Neriah, one of a very eminent family, and exceeding % 
s bon! lful in the language of his country. f a 


2. When Nebuzaradan had done thus, he made haſte to 
Babylon : But as to thoſe that fled away during the ſiege of 
ſeruſalem, and had been ſcattered over the country, when 


1t bey heard that the Babylonians were gone away, and had 4 
rd eft a remnant in the land of Jeruſalem, and thoſe ſuch as & 
/ ere to cultivate the ſame, they came together from all parts g | 
per Wo Gedaliah to Miſpah. Now the rulers that were over them 7 

* 


rere Johanan, the fon of Kareah, and Jezaniah, and Se- 
niah, and others beſide them. Now there was of the royal 
kmily one Iſhmael, a wicked man, and very crafty, who, 
during the ſiege of Jeruſalem, fled to Baalis, the King of the 
Ammonites, and abode with him during that time : ' And 
” ecgedaliah perſuaded them, now they were there, to ſtay with 
in tim, and to have no fear of the Babylonians, for that if they 
the Mvould cultivate the country, they ſhould ſuffer no harm. | 
crnoThis he aſſured them of by oath; and ſaid, that they ſhould , 
oliti}ave him for their patron, and that if any diſturbance ſhould : 
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— 'Wariſe, they ſhould find him ready to defend them. He alſo 
Te a 
d ha 
hat 


adviſed them to dwell in any city as every one of them plea- 
ſed ; and that they would ſend men along with his own ſer- 
vants, and rebuild their houſes upon the old foundations, 
and dwell there: and he admoniſhed them before hand, 
that they ſhould make preparation, while the ſeaſon laſted, 
of corn, and wine, and oil, that they might have whereon 
to feed during the winter. When he had thus diſcourſed 
to them, he diſmiſſed them, that every one might dwell in 
what place of the country he pleaſed. 

Cc 2 3. Now 


+ Of this character of Baruch, the ſon of Neriah, and the genuine. 
neſs of his book that ſtands now in our Apocrypha, and that it is really 
a canonical book, and an Appendix to Jeremiah, fee Authent. Rec. 
part I. p. I,----I. 
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2. Now when this report was ſpread abroad as far as ti 0 33 
nations that bordered on Judea, that Gedaliah kindly ente But 
tained thoſe that came to him, after they had fled away, u * witt 
on this [only] condition, that they ſhould pay tribute tot] . * be 
King of Babylon, they alſo came readily to Gedaliah, x E in to C 
inhabited the country. And when Johanan, and the rule IB coun 
that were with him, obſerved the country, and the huma 1 into A 
ty of Gedaliah, they were exceedingly in love with him, 2 Tor theſe 
told him, that Baalis, the King of the Ammonites, had (elf, bim not 


Iſhmael to kill him by treachery, and ſecretly, that he mig 
have the dominion over the Iſraelites, as being of the roy 
family; and they ſaid, that he might deliver himſelf fro 
this treacherous deſign, if he would give them leave to (|; 
Iſhmael, and no body ſhould know it, for they told him the 
were afraid, that when he was killed by the other, the et 
tire ruin of the remaining ſtrength of the Iſraelites would er 
lue : But he profeſſed, That“ he did not believe what the 
** ſaid, when they told him of ſuch a treacherous deſign, 1 
a man that had been well treated by him, becauſe it w. © Gedalia 
not probable that one who, under ſuch a want of all thing Tm ok 
had failed of nothing that was neceſſary for him, ſhoul:.1 Ihma 
be found fo wicked and ungrateful towards his benefaQor ; 
that when it would be an inſtance of wickedneſs in hi 
not to ſave him, had he been treacherouſly aſſaulted b 
* others, to endeavour, and that earneſtly, to kill him wit 
„his own hand: That however, if he ought to ſuppoſe thi 
information to be true, it was better for himſelf to be lag -. 
Aby the other, than to deſtroy a man who fled to him fo the har 
refuge, and intruſted his own ſafety to him, and commit , chil * 
ted himſelf to his diſpoſal.” N. 
g. So Johanan, and the rulers that were with him, nol fr 
being able to perſuade Gedaliah, went away: but after the 8 Baby] 
interval of thirty days was over, Iſhmael came again to Ge * — 
daliah, to the city Miſpah, and ten men with him, and wher has 
he had feaſted Iſhmael, and thoſe that were with him, in -* 
ſplendid manner at his table, and had given them preſents 
he became diſordered in drink, while he endeavoured to be 
very merry with them; and when Iſhmael ſaw him in that 
caſe, and that he was drowned in his cups to the degree 0 
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inſenſibility, and fallen aſleep, he roſe up on a ſudden, with 
his ten friends, and ſlew Gedaliah, and thoſe that were with 
him at the feaſt ; and when he had flain them, he went out 

by 
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night, and flew all the Jews that were in the city, and 
boſe ſoldiers alſo which were left therein by the Babylo- 
ans: But the next day fourſcore men came out of the 
ountry with preſents to Gedaliah, none of them knowing 
hat had befallen him; when Iſhmael ſaw them, he invited 
hem in to Gedaliah, and when they were come in, he ſhut 
p the court, and flew them, and caſt their dead bodies 
own into a certain deep pit that they might not be ſeen, 
at of theſe fourſcore men Iſhmael ſpared thoſe that entreat- 
| him not to kill them, till they had delivered up to him 
hat riches they had concealed in the fields, confiſting of 
eir furniture, and garments, and corn: but he took cap- 
ve the people that were in Miſpah, with their wives, and 
hildren z among whom were the daughters of King Zede- 
ah, whom Nebuzaradan, the general of the army of Ba- 
ylon, had left with Gedaliah : And when he had done 
is, he came to the King of the Ammonites. 


what was done at Miſpah by Iſhmael, and of the death 
f Gedaliah, they had indignation at it, and every one of 
hem took bis own armed men, and came ſuddenly to fight 
jith Iſhmael, and overtook him at the fountain in Hebron: 
nd when thoſe that were carried away captives by Iſhmael 
aw Johanan, and the rulers, they were very glad, and look- 


1 d upon them as coming to their aſſiſtance; ſo they left him 
1 th bat had carried them captives, and came over to Johanan : 
en Iſhmael, with eight men, fled to the King of the Am- 


nonites; but Johanan took thoſe whom he had reſcued out 
f the hands of Iſhmael, and the eunuchs, and their wives, 
ind children, and came to a certain place called Mandra, 
and there they abode that day, for they had determined to 

remove-from thencg, and to go into Egypt, out of fear left 
e Babylonians ſhould ſlay them, in caſe they continued in 
he country, and that out of anger at the ſlaughter of Geda- 
liah, who had been by them ſet over it for governor. 


Iche ſon of Kereah, and the rulers that were with him, came 
Io Jeremiah the prophet, and defired that he would pray to 
God, that becaufe they were at an utter loſs about what they 
ought to do, he would diſcover it to them, and they fware 
that they would do whatſoever Jeremiah ſhould ſay to them: 
And when the prophet ſaid he would be their interceſſor with 


| by | Cc 3 God, 


z. But when Johanan, and the rulers with him, heard 


6. Now while they were under this deliberation, Johanan, 


* 
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God, it came to paſs, that after ten days God appeared (M1ians, in t 
him, and ſaid, That he would inform ſohanan, and tif the two 
other rulers, and all the people, that he would be wi Lere carri. 
them while they continued in that country, and take carWylon and C 
* of them, and keep them from being hurt by the BabylofMirclites 01 
„ nians, of whom they were afraid, but that he would de the Cuth 
ſert them if they went into Egypt, and out of his wratli Perſta ar 
againſt them would inflict the fame puniſhments upon the king the 1 
« which they knew their brethren had already endured it the Kn 
So when the prophet had informed Johanan, and the pedfiaced no « 
ple, that God had foretold theſe things, he was not belicvedMjudea, and 
when he ſaid that God commanded them to continue in then for ſev 
country, but they imagined that he ſaid fo to gratify Baruchſſzficd fron 
his own diſciple, and belied God, and that he perſuadeWway of th 


them to ſtay there that they might be deſtroyed by the Bears, fix 1 
bylonians. Accordingly, both the people, and Johanan 


diſobeyed the counſel of God, which he gave them by the 


prophet, and removed into Egypt, and carried Jeremia Conce 
and Baruch along with him. 

7. And when they were there, God ſignified to the proj 1. Bor 
phet, that the King of Babylon was about making an expe ſ 
dition againſt the Egyptians, and commanded him to forete] ren, and t 
to the people, that Egypt ſhould be taken, and the King offliemarkab! 
Babylon ſhould ſlay ſome of them, and ſhould take other Hf their c. 
captive, and bring them to Babylon; which things came te tutors, an 
paſs accordingly : for on the fifth year after the deſtruction oH made ( 
Jeruſalem, which was the twenty-third of the reign of NebuW:lio with 
chadnezzar, he made an expedition againſt Celeſyria, andWfower of 
when he had poſſeſſed himſelf of it, he made war againſt theWtable, an 


Ammonites, and Moabites; and when he had brought allWtry, and 

thoſe nations under ſubjection, he fell upon Egypt, in order H now exer: 

to overthrow it; and he ſlew the * King that then reigned, Mh:d orde 

and ſet up another; and he took thoſe Jews that were there cheſe the 

captives, and led them away to Babylon. And ſuch was the ccllent d 

end of the nation of the Hebrews, as it hath been delivered 

down to us, it having twice gone beyond Euphrates ; for the 

people of the ten tribes were carried out of Samaria by the A- * We e 
ſyrians, tivity of tl 


perhaps as 

* Hercdotus ays, this King of Egypt [Pharoah Hophra, or Apries] 1 
was ſlain by the Egyptians, as Jeremiah foretold his flaughter by his . ” * 
enem1es, xliv. 29, 30. ard that as a fizn of the deſtruction of Egypt * Fe 
{by Nebuchadnezzar]. Joſephus ſays, this King was flain by Nebu- 4 : 


chadnezzar himſoelf. 
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11ans, in the days of King Hoſhea; after which the people 
the two tribes that remained after Jeruſalem was taken, 
were carried away] by Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Ba- 
vlon and Chaldea. Now as to Shalmanezer, he removed the 
raclites out of their country, and placed therein the nation 
{the Cutheans, who had tormeriy belonged tothe inner parts 
{Perſia and Media, but were then called Samarians, by 
:king the name of the country to which they were removed; 
wt the King of Babylon, who brought out the two tribes “, 
laced no other nation in their country, by which means all 
udea, and Jeruſalem, and the temple, continued to be a de- 
ert for ſeventy years: but the entire interval of time which 
fed from the captivity of the Ilraclites, to the carrying 
way of the two tribes, proved to be an hundred and thirty 
years, 1x months. and ten days. 


CHAP: x 
Concerning Daniel, and what befel him at Babylon. 


1. Nur now Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, took 
ſome of the moſt noble of the ſews that were child- 

ren, and the kinſmen of Zedekiah their King, ſuch as were 
remarkable for the beauty of their bodies, and the comelineſs 
of their countenances, and dehvered them into the hands of 
tutors, and to the improvement to be made by them. He al- 
o made ſome of them to be eunuchs ; which courſe he took 
alſo with thoſe of other nations whom he had taken in the 
flower of their age, and afforded them their diet from his own 
table, and had them inſtructed in the inflitutes of the coun- 
try, and taught the learning of the Chaldeans; and they had 
now exerciſed themſelves ſufficiently in that wiſdom which he 
had ordered they ſllould apply themſelves to. Now among 
theſe there were four of the family of Zedekiah, of moit ex- 
ccllent diſpoſitions, the one of whom was called Daniel, ys 
Other 


* We ſee here that Tudea was left in a manner deſolate after the cap. 
tivity of the two tribes, and was not repeopled with foreign colonies, 
perhaps as an indication of providence that the Jews were to repeople 
it without oppoſition themſelves. I alſo eſteem the later and preſent 
deſolate condition of the ſame country, without being repeopled by fo- 
reign colonies, to be a like indication, that the ſame Jews are hereafter 
to repeople it again themſelves, at their ſo long expected future lcſto- 
lation. ; 
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other was called Ananiat, another Miſael, and the fourt fe who f. 

Azarias: And the King of Babylon changed their name 6 plump a 

and commanded that they ſhould make ule of other namey as if the) 

Daniel he called Baltaſar, Ananias Shadrach, Miſael, 41 noch, fron 

Hach, aud Azarias Abednego. Theſe the King had in e ut every d 

ſteem, and continued to love, becauic of the very excellenl 1dren, bu 

temper they were of, and becaiiie ©: noun application t Ibeir fo 

learning, and the progreſs they had mag in „dom. Fad ffi 

2. Now Daniel and his kinſmen had relvived to uz a ſeve L foe has 

diet, and to abſtain from thoſe kinds of food Wing can Kd and 

from the King's table, and entirely to forhear to eat ot all] 0 

ving creatures: So he came to Aſhpenaz, who was that *e Bk learn 

nuch to whom the care of them was committed, and def baden 

red him to take and ſpend v'/hat was brought for them fro ficiently 1 

the King, but to give them pulſe and dates for their foo Ron of 

and any thing elſe, beſides the fleſh of living creatures, thi 3. Now t 

he pleaſed, for that their inclinations were to that fort Mbuchadne 

food, and that they deſpiſed the other. He replied, that Ne! 

was ready to ſerve them in what they defired, but he ſuſpe t of his b 

ted that they would be diſcovered by the King from the, the Ch: 

meager bodies, and the alteration of their countenances, be 1d them, 

| cauſe it could not be avoided but their bodies and coloui t he had f 

0 muſt be changed with their diet, eſpecially while they wolf he enjo 

jd be clearly diſcovered by the finer appeararce of the other chi bas wo 

i dren, who would fare better, and thus they ſhould bring high: g impoſl 

4 into danger, and occaſion him to be puniſhed : yet did the in, that it 

1 perſuade Arioch, who was thus fearful, to give them wh: en, they 
k food they deſired for ten days, by way of trial, and in calf”. 

4 the habit of their bodies were not altered, to go on in thi _ and 

1 ſame way, as expecting that they ſhould not be hurt thereb ee they c. 

br. afterwards, but that if he ſaw them then look meager, an nded to e 

bo worſe than the reſt, he ſhould reduce them to their formq en à con 

. diet. Now when it appeared that they were ſo far from be ath, and t 

5 coming worſe by the uſe of this fogd, that they grew plumpꝗ re in dan 

and fuller in body than the reſt, inſomuch that he though; g's guar 

| tho. on why 

* That Daniel was made one of theſe eunuchs of which Iſaiah pre * 5 

pheſied, xxxix. 7. and the three children his companions. alſo, ſeen 4 

to me plain, both here in Joſephus and in our copies ef Daniel i. W'gotten it. 

6, 7.—11, 18. although it muſt be granted, that ſome married perſonſſing of it, t 

that had children, were ſometimes called eunuchs, in a general acc, ok ed hi 

tation for courtiers, on account that ſo. many of the ancient caurtie into che 


were real eunuchs. Sce Gen. XAIIk. . 


yay. X. . zog 


oſe who fed on what came from the King's table feemed 
{5 plump and full, while thoſe that were with Daniel look- 
as if they had lived in plenty, and in all ſorts of luxury, 
roch, from that time, ſecurely took himſelf what the King 
it every day from his ſupper, according to cuſtom, to the 
hildren, but gave them the fore-mentioned diet, while they 
d their ſouls in ſome meaſure more pure, and leſs burden- 
„and fo fitter for learning, and had their bodies in better 
ne for hard labour, for they neither had the former op- 
eſſed and heavy with variety of meats, nor were the other 
feminate on the {ame account; ſo they readily underſtood 
| the learning that was among the Hebrews, and among 
e Chaldeans, as eſpecially did Daniel, who being already 
ficiently ſkilful in wiſdom, was very buſy about the inter- 
retation of dreams: and God manifeſted himſelf to him. 
3. Now two years after the deſtruction of Egypt, King 
ebuchadnezzar ſaw a wonderful dream, the accompliſhment 
{which God ſhewed him in his ſleep, but when he aroſe 
t of his bed, he forgot the accompliſhment: So he ſent 
jr the Chaldeans, and magicians, and the prophets, and 
them, that he had ſeen a dream, and informed them 
at he had forgotten the accompliſhment of what he had ſeen, 
id he enjoined them to tell him, both what the dream was, 
Id what was its ſignification; and they ſaid, that this was a 
ng impoſſible to be diſcovered by men, but they promiſed 
im, that if he would explain to them what dream he had 
en, they would tell him its fignification, Hereupon he 
reatened to put them to death unleſs they told him his 
eam; and he gave command to have them all put to death, 
ce they confeſſed they could not do what they were com- 
inded to do. Now when Daniel heard that the King had 
Wien a command, that all the wiſe men ſhould be put to 
eth, and that among them himſelf and his three kinſmen 
Pere in danger, he went to Arioch, who was captain of the 
ing's guards, and deſired to know of him what was the 
alon why the King had given command that all the wiſe 
„ohen, and Chaldeans, and magicians, ſhould be flain? So 
"When he had learned that the King had had a dream, and had 
Ii. Pigotten it, and that when they were enjoined to inform the 
rſonfflias of it, they had ſaid they could not do it, and had thereby 
cceBovoked him to anger, he defired of Arioch that he would 


into the King, and defire reſpite for the magicians for one 
night, 
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night, and to put off their ſlaughter ſo long, for that heh 
ped within that time to obtain, by prayer to God, the kno 
ledge of the dream. Accordingly Arioch informed the Kit 
of what Daniel deſired: So the King bid them delay the ſlaug 
ter of the magians till he knew what Daniel's promiſe wo 
come to; but the young man retired to his own houſe, wi 
his kinſmen, and beſought God that whole night to diſcoy 
the dream, and thereby deliver the magicians and Chaldea 
with whom they were themſelves to periſh, from the King 
anger, by enabling him to declare his viſion, and to ma 


manifeſt what the King had ſeen the night before in his lee pi 
but had forgotten it. Accordingly God, out of pity to th 10 4 10 5 
that were in danger, and out of regard to the wiſdom . 4 080 
Daniel, made known to him the dream and its interpretatjoM, ee g 
that ſo the King might underſtand by him its ſignification ali. adds 
When Daniel had obtained this knowledge from God, Wl. "Ant 
aroſe very joyful, and told it his brethren, and made the by wy ay 
glad, and to hope well, that they ſhould now preſerve th. r the 

lives, of which they deſpaired before, and had their min, 3 
full of nothing but the thoughts of dying. So when he ha, ing, t 

with them returned thanks to God, who had commiſeratM, ** "94 


their youth, when it was day he came to Arioch, and defire 
him to bring him to the King, becauſe he would diſcover 
him that dream which he had ſeen the night before, 

4. When Daniel was come in to the King, he excuſe 
himſelf firſt, That he did not pretend to be wiſer than th 
other Chaldeans and magicians, when, upon their enti 
«© inability to diſcover his dream, he was undertaking toi 
form him of it, for this was not by his own ſkill, or « 
account of his having better cultivated his underſtand 
than the reſt, but he ſaid, God hath had pity upon u 
* when we were in danger of death, and when I prayed fc 
„the life of myſelf, and of thoſe of my own nation, ha 
made manifeſt to me both the dream, and the interpret: 
tion thereof, for I was not leſs concerned for thy glor 
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ings. 


** than for the ſorrow that we were dy thee condemned . » of thi 
die, while thou didſt ſo unjuſtly command men, both goof f out of 
* and excellent in themſelves, to be put to death, when tho plain, but 
** enjoinedſt them to do what was entirely above the reac an». by 


„of human wiſdom, and requiredſt of them what was onlfff er Haveré: 
the work of God. Wherefore, as thou in thy ſleep wal © would r 


* folicitous concerning thoſe that ſhould ſucceed thee 1} © provoke 
« thi © which t 
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heh the government of the whole world, God was deſirous to 
* he w thee all thoſe that ſhbuld reign after thee, and to that 
e Ki end exhibited to thee the following dream: Thou ſeem- 
aug edit to ſee a great image ſtanding before thee, the head of 
ws which proved to be of gold, the ſhoulders and arms of ſil- 
__— and the belly and the thighs of braſs, but the legs and 
1 Bu the feet of iron; after which thou ſaweſt a flone broken 
de off from a mountain, which fell upon the image, and threw 
Kin Ml down, and brake it to pieces, and did not permit any 


part of it to remain whole, but the gold, the filver, the 
Iron, and the braſs, became ſmaller than meal, which, up- 


) the on the blaſt of a violent wind, was by force carried away, 
m_ and ſcattered abroad, but the ſtone did increaſe to ſuch a 
tatic , degree, that the whole earth beneath it ſeemed to be filled 
n 0 cherewith. This is the dream which thou ſaweſt, and its 
od, "interpretation is as follows: The head of gold denotes 
the thee, and the kings of Babylon that have been before thee; 
% but the two hands and arms ſignify this, that your go- 


or vernment ſhall be diſſolved by two kings; but another 
je h ling, that ſhall come from the weſt, armed with braſs, 
erat [all deſtroy that government; and another government that 
left ball be like unto iron ſhall put an end to the power of the 
ver former, and ſhall have dominion over all the earth, on ac- 
count of the nature of iron which is ſtronger than that of 
teu —gold, of filver, and of braſs.” Daniel did alſo declare 
an ti the meaning of “ the ſtone to the King; but I do not think 
entiMjr0per to relate it, fince I have only undertaken to deſcribe 
to i bings paſt, or things preſent, but not things that are future 
or Met if any one be ſo very deſirous of knowing truth, as not to 
indiuvave ſuch points of curioſity, and cannot curb his inclination 
on ul for underſtanding the uncertainties of futurity, and whether 
ed ff they will happen or not, let him be diligent in reading the 
 hatlſſÞÞvok of Daniel, which he will find among the ſacred writ- 
preti INYS. | 
glor 8, When 
* Of this moſt remarkable paſſage in Joſephus concerning the fone 
goon out of the mountain, and deſtroyed the image, which he would not ex- 
1 tho plain, but intimated to be a prophecy of futurity,-and probably not 
reach} ſaſe for him to explain, as belonging to the deſtruction of the Roman 
empire by Jeſus Chriſt, the true Meſſiah of the Jews, take the words 


of Havercamp, chap. x. $ 4. Nor is this to be wondered at, that he 
) Wal © would not now meddle with things future, for he had no mind to 


ee iff © provoke the Romans, by ſpeaking of the deſtruction of that city 


« th] © which they called the eternal city.” 
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5. When Nebuchadnezzar heard this, and recollected h 


dream, he was aſtoniſhed at the nature of Daniel, and fe 
upon his face, and ſaluted Daniel in the manner that men wg 
ſhip God, and gave command that he ſhould be facrificedy 
as a god. And this was not all, for he alſo impoſed t 
name of his own god upon him, [Baltaſar], and made hit 
and his kinſmen rulers of his whole kingdom: which kin 
men of his happened to fall into danger by the envy and malic 
[of their enemies]; for they offended the King upon the os 
calion following: He made an image of gold, whoſe height w; 
ſixty cudits, and its breadth fix cubits, and ſet it in the gre; 
Plain of Babylon; and when he was going to dedicate th 
image, he invited the principal men out of all the earth th; 
was under his dominions, and commanded them in the fir 
place, that when they ſhould hear the ſound of the trumpe 
they ſhould then fall down and worſhip the image: and h 
threatened, that tlioſe who did not ſo, ſhould be caſt into 
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0 WF language, 
fiery furnace. When therefore all the reſt, upon the hearinffl ct addin 
of the ſound of the trumpet, worſhipped the image, they re thing aw: 
late that Daniel's kinſmen did not do it, becauſe they woul 
not tranſgreſs the laws of their country: ſo theſe men wen. 

. . . a . WHT tint at the 
convicted and caſt immediately into the fire, but were a purth mor 
ved by divine providence, and after a ſurpriſing manner eſca the days 
ped death, for the fire did not touch them: and I ſuppolM be bare ye 
that it touched them not, as if it reaſoned with itſelf, tha which 210! 

. . . . But as to t 
they were caſt into it without any fault of theirs, and tha 5... men, 
therefore it was too weak to burn the young men when the mains we 
were in it, This was done by the power of God, who mad peRation | 
their bodies ſo far ſuperior to the fire, that it could not com ne © © 

12 » . he reigned 
ſume them. This it was which recommended them to th court 0 


King as righteous men, and men beloved of God; on which of Tyre, 
account they continued in-great eſteem with him. years and 
6. A little after this the King ſaw in his fleep again ſacred : 

. . 2 leaſt, at t 

another viſion; how he ſhould fall from his dominion, andi „it Dan 
feed among the wild beaſts, and that when he had lived ii return to 
this manner 1n the deſert for * ſeyen years he ſhould recover] whole ye: 


hi 


Since Joſephus here explains the ſever prophetic times which were 
to pals over Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. iv. 16. to be /even years, we thente v 
learn how he moſt probably muſt have underſtood thoſe other paralle 0 
phraſes, of a time, times, and an half, Antiq. B. VII. ch. xxv. vol. II. 
of ſo many prophetic years alſo, though he withal lets us know, by his 
. hin os 
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lis dominion again, When he had ſeen this dream, he call. 

ed the magicians together again, and inquired of them about 

t, and deſired them to tell him what it ſignified : but when 
zone of them could find out the meaning of the dream, nor 
liſcover it te the King, Daniel was the only perſon that ex- 
plained it; and as he foretold ſo it came to paſs : for after he 
had continued in the wilderneſs the fore- mentioned interval 
of time, while no one durſt attempt to ſeize his kingdom 
luring thoſe ſeven years, he prayed to God that he might 
recover his kingdom, and he returned to it. But let no 
one blame me for writing down every thing of this nature, 
as I find it in our ancient books; for as to that matter, I 
have plainly affured thoſe that think me defective in any 
ſuch point, or complain of my management, and have told 
them, in the beginning of this hiſtory, that I intended to 
do no more than tranſlate the Hebrew books into the Greek 
language, and promiſed them to explain thoſe facts, with- 
out adding any thing to them of my own, or taking any 
thing away from them. 


tint at the interpretation of the ſeventy weeks, as belonging to the 
fourth monarchy, and the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Romans in 
the days of Joſephus, ch. ii. f 7. that he did not think thoſe years to 
be bare years, but rather days for years ; by which reckoning, and by 
which alone could 70 weeks, or 490 days, reach to the age of Joſephus. 
But as to the truth of thoſe ſeven years baniſhment of Nebuchadnezzar 
from men, and his living ſo long among the beaſts, the very ſmall re- 
mains we have any where elſe of this Nebuchadne2zar, prevent our ex- 
pectation of any other full account of it. So far we know by Ptolemy's 
canon, a contemporary record, as well as by Joſephus preſently, that 
be reigned in all 43 years, that is, eight years after we meet with any 
account of his actions; one of the laſt of which was the 13 years ſiege 
of Tyre, Antiq. B. XI. ch. xi. where yet the old Latin has but three 
years and ten months, yet were his actions before ſo remarkable, both 
in ſacred and profane authors, that ſuch a vacuity of eight years at the 
leaſt, at the latter end of his reign, muſt be allowed to agree very well 
with Daniel's accounts, that after a ſeven year's brutal life he might 
return to his reafon, and to the exerciſe of his royal authority, for one 
whole year at leaſt before his death. 
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CHA P.. XI. 


Concerning Nebuchadnezzar, and his ſucceſſors ; and hy 
their government was difjulved by the Perfians ; and wh 


things befel Daniel in Media; and what prophecies þ 
delivered there. 


y$ 1, Now when King Nebuchadnezzar had reigned * for 
ty-three years, he ended his life. He was an ac 

tive man, and more fortunate than the kings that were he 
fore him. Now Beroſus makes mention of his actions it 
the third book of his Chaldaic hiſtory, where he ſays thus 
When his father Nebuchodonoſor ¶ Nabopollaſſar] heard 
that the governor whom he had ſet over Egypt, and th 
places about Celeſyria and Phœnicia, had revolted fro: 
him, while he not himſelf able any longer to undergo the 
hardſhips [of war], he committed to his ſon Nebuchadue: 
zar, who was ſtill but a youth, ſome parts of lis army 
and ſent them againſt them. So when Nebuchadnezza 
had given battle, and fought with the rebel, he beat him, 
* and reduced the country from under his ſubjection, and 
« made it a branch of his own kingdom : but about that 
time it happened, that his father Nebuchadonoſor [ Nabo- 
„ pollaſlar] fell ill, and ended his life in the city Babylon, 
* when he had reigned + twenty-one years: And when he 
«© was made ſenſible, as he was in a little time, that his fa- 
* ther Nabuchodonoſor [ Nabopollaſſar] was dead, and hay- 
ing ſettled the affairs of Egypt, and the other countries, 
% as alſo thoſe that concerned the captive Jews, and Phceni- 
* clans, and Syrians, and thofe of the Egyptian nations, 
66 and 
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£6 
66 
40 
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'* Theſe 43 years for the duration of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar 
are, as I have juſt now obſerved, the very ſame number in Ptolemy's 
canon. Moſes Chorenenſis does alſo confirm this captivity of the Jews 
under Nebuchadnezzar; and adds, what 1s very remarkable, that one 


of thoſe Jews that were carried by him into captivity got away ini 


Armenia, and raiſed the great family of the Pagraditz there. 

+ Theſe 21 years here aſcribed to one named Nabonlaſſar in the firſt 
book againſt Apion, or to Nabopollaſſar, the father of the great Ne- 
buchadnezzar, are alfo the very ſame with thoſe given him in Ptolemy's 
canon. And note here, that what Dr. Prideaux ſays, at the year 612, 
that Nebuchadnezzar muſt have been a common name of other Kings 
of Babylon, beſides the great Nebuchadnezzar himſelf, is a groundle!: 
miſtake of ſome modern chronologers only, and deſtitute of all proper 
original authority, 
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« and having committed the conveyance of them to Babylon 
| « to certain of his friends, together with the groſs of his ar- 
nd bo my, and the reſt of their ammunition and proviſions, he 
d wie went himſelf haſtily, accompanied with a few others, over 
ectes the deſert, and came to Babylon. So he took upon him 
the management of public affairs, and of the kingdom, 

* which had been kept for him by one that was the principal 


l * for of the Chaldeans, and he received the entire dominions of 

an acl his father, and appointed, that, when the captives came, 

wk be they ſhould be placed, as colonies, in the moſt proper pla- 

7 ces of Babylonia: but then he adorned the temple of Be- 
us 


„lus, and the reſt of the temples, in a magnificent manner, 
„with the ſpoils he had taken in the war. He alſo added 
© another city to that which was there of old, and rebuilt it, 
« that ſuch as would beſiege it hereafter might no more turn 
the courſe of the river, and thereby attack the city itſelf : 
« He therefore built three walls round about the inner city, 


heard 
nd th 
1 fro 
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arm) ol and three others about that which was the outer, and this 

102248 © he did with burnt brick. And after he had, after a be- 

gon coming manner, walled the city, and adorned its gates 

* « gloriouſly, he built another palace before his father's palace, 
at 


but ſo that they joined to it; to deſcribe whoſe vaſt height, 


Nabo. „ and immenſe riches, it would perhaps be too much for me 

vlon, to attempt, yet as large and lofty as they were, they were 

en be © completed * in fifteen days. He alſo erected elevated 

1 3 places for walking, of ſtone, and made it reſemble moun- 
ay” 


* tains, and built it fo that it might be planted with all forts 
tries, * of trees. He alſo erected what was called a penſile para- 
on © difſe, becauſe his wife was deſirous to have things like 
1015. © her own country, ſhe having been bred up in the places of 
and Wl «+ Media.” Megaſthenes alſo, in his fourth book of his ac- 

connts of India, makes mention of theſe things, and thereby 
"WM endeavours to ſhew that this King [ Nebuchadnezzar] exceed- 


-my's 
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into * Theſe ſiſteen days for finiſhing ſuch vaſt buildings at Babylon, in 
Joſephus's copy of Beroſus, would ſeem too abſurd to be ſuppoſed to 

firſt be the true number, were it not for the ſame teſtimony extant alſo in 

Ne- the firſt book againſt Apion, { 19. with the ſame number. It thence 

ny's indeed appears, that Joſephus's copy of Beroſus had this ſmall number, 

612, but that it is the true number I ſtill doubt. Joſephus aſſures us, that 

ings the walls of ſo much a ſmaller city as Jeruſalem were two years and 


leſs four months in building by Nehemiah, who yet haſtened the work all 
per he could; Antiq. B. XI. ch. v. F8. I ſhould think 115 days, or a 
year and 15 days, much more proportionable to io great a work. 
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ed Hercules in fortitude, and in the greatneſs of his action; 
For he faith, That © he conquered a great part of Lyh; 
« and Iberia.” Diocles alſo, in the ſecond book of his a 
counts of Perſia, mentions this King; as does Philoſtraty 
in his accounts both of India and of Phenicia, ſay, Th; 
* this King befieged Tyre thirteen years, while at the ſan 
time Ethbaal reigned at Tyre.” Theſe are all the hi 
tories that I have met with concerning this King. 

2. But now, after the death of Nebuchadnezzar, Exil 
Merodach his ſon ſucceeded in the kingdom, who immedi 
ately ſet Jechoniah at liberty, and eſteemed him among hi 
moſt intimate friends. He alſo gave him many preſents, ani 
made him honourable above the reſt of the kings that were 
in Babylon; for his father had not kept his faith with Jecho 
nah, when he voluntarily delivered up himſelf to him, with 
his wives and children, and his whole kindred, for the ſake 
of his country, that it might not be taken by fiege, and ut- 
terly deſtroyed, as we ſaid before. When Evil-Merodach 
was dead, after a reign of eighteen years, Nigliſſar his ſon 
took the government, and retained it forty years, and then 
ended his life: And after him the ſucceſſion in the kingdom 
came to his ſon Labofordacus, who continued in it, in all, 
but nine months; and when he was dead, it came to * Bal- 
taſar, who, by the Babylonians, was called Naboandelu; : 
Againſt him did Cyrus, the King of Perſia, and Darius, 
the King of Media, make war; and when he was beſieged 

in 


Bcox N 


* It is here remarkable, that Joſephus, without the knowledge of 
Ptolemy's canon, ſhould call the ſame King, whom he himſelf here, 
Baruch i. 11. and Daniel v. 1, 2, 9, 12, 22, 29, 30. ſtyle Beltazar, or 
Belſhazzar, ſrom the Babylonian god Bel, Naboandelus alſo; and in 
the firſt book againſt Apion, F 19. vol. VI. from the ſame citation out 
of Beroſus, Nabonnedon, from the Babylonian god Nabo, or Nebo. This 
laſt is not remote from the original pronunciation itfelf in Ptolemy's 
canon, Nabonadius, for both the place of this King in that canon, as 
the laſt of the Aſſyrian or Babylonian kings, and the number of years 
of his reign, ſeventeen, the ſame in both, demonſirate that it is one 
and the ſame King that is meant by them all. It is alſo worth noting, 
that Jeſephus knew that Darius, the partner of Cyrus, was the ſon of 
Aſtyages, and was called by another name among the Greeks, though 
it does not appear he knew what that name was, as having never ſeen 
the beſt hiftory of this period, which is Xenophon's : But then what 
Joſephus's preſent copies ſay preſently, { 4. that it was only within 
2 long time alter the hand-writing on the wall that Baltaſar was 
ain, does not ſo well agree with our copies of Daniel, which ſay it 
was the ſame night, Dan. v. 30. 4 
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n Babylon, there happened a wonderful and prodigious vi- 
jon. He was fat down at ſupper in a large room, and there 
rere a great many veſſels of ſilver, ſuch as were made for 
royal entertainments, and he had with him his concubines, 
ind his friends; whereupon he came to a: reſolution, and 
commanded that thoſe veſſels of God which Nebuchadnezzar 
had plundered out of Jeruſalem, and had not made uſe of, 
but had put them into his own temple, ſhould be brought out 
of that temple. He alſo grew ſo haughty as to proceed to 
ule them in the midſt of his cups, drinking out of them, 
and blaſpheming againſt God, In the mean time, he ſaw 
an hand proceed out of the wall, and writing upon the wall 
certain ſyllables ; at which fight, being diſturbed, he called 
the magicians and Chaldeans together, and all that fort of 
men that were among theſe Barbarians, and were able to in- 
terpret ſigns and dreams, that they might explain the writing 
to him. But when the mapicians ſaid they could iſegver 
nothing, nor did underſtand it, the King was in g 
order of mind, and under great trouble at this ſurp ti; 
cident; ſo he cauſed it to be proclaimed through all the c. 

try, and promiſed, that to him who could explain the wr::« 
ing, and give the ſigaification couched therein, he would give 
a golden chain for his neck, and leave to wear a purple gar- 
ment, as did the kings of Chaldea, and would beſtow on him 
the third part of his own dominions. When this prociema- 
tion was made, the magicians ran together more earneſtly, 
and were very ambitious to find out the importance of the 
writing, but till hefitated about it as much as before. Now 
when the King's “ grandmother ſaw him caſt down at this 
accident, ſhe began to encourage him, and to ſay, "That 
there was a certain captive who came from Judea, a Jew 
by birth, but brought away thence by Nebuchadnezzar 
when he deſtroyed ſernſalem, whoſe name was Daniel, a 
wiſe man, and one of great ſagacity in finding out what 
was impoſſible for others to diſcover, and what was known 
to God alone; who brought to light and anſwered ſuch 
queſtions to Nebuchadnezzar as no one elſe was able to 


Babylon, (for ſhe is diſtinguiſhed from his Queen, 
vas ſeems to have been the famous Nitceris, who tortified Babylon againſt 


it the Medes and Perſians, and in all probability governed it under Bal- 


taſar, who ſeems to be a weak and effeminate prince, 


D d 3 « anſwer 
* This grandmother, or mother of Baltaſar, the * Dowager of 


an. v. 10, 23.) 
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when he had diſcourſed to him what he had learned con 
cerning him, and his wiſdom, and how a divine ſpirit v 
with him, and that he alone was fully capable of finding ou 
what others would never have thought ef, he deſired him t( 
declare to him what this writing meant: That if he did { 
he would give him leave to wear purple, and to put a chai 
of gold about his neck, and would beſtow on him the thir 
part of his dominion, as an honorary reward for his wiſdom 
that thereby he might become illuſtrious to thoſe who ſa 
him, and who inquired upon what occaſion he obtained ſuc 
honours. 
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anſwer, when they were conſulted. She therefore deſire 
that he would ſend for him, and inquire of him concer 
ing the writing, and to condemn the unſ{kilfulneſs of tho 
that could not find their meaning, and this although wh; 
God ſignified thereby ſhould be of a melancholy nature,” 
3. When Baltaſar heard this, he called for Daniel: ant 


But Daniel defired, ** That he would keep hi 
gifts to himſelf ; for what is the effect of wiſdom, and 6 
divine revelation, admits of no gifts, and beſtows its ad 
vantages on petitioners freely, but that ſtill he would ex 
plain the writing to him: which denoted, that he ſhoul, 
ſoon die, and this becauſe he had not learned to honout 
God, and not to admit things above human nature, b). 
what puniſiments his progenitor had undergone for the 
injuries he had offered to God; and becauſe he had quite 
forgotten how Nebuchadnezzar was removed to feed among 
wild beaſts for his impieties, and did not recoyer his for 
mer life among men, and his kingdom, but upon God's 
mercy to him, after many ſupplications and prayers; whc 
did thereupon praiſe God all the days of his life, as one 
of almighty power, and who takes care of mankind. [He 
alſo put him in mind], how he had greatly blaſphemed a- 


gainſt God, and had made uſe of His veſſels amongſt his 


concubines : that therefore God ſaw this, and was angry 
with him, and declared by this writing before hand what 
a ſad concluſion of his life he ſhould. come to. 
explained the writing thus :==M ANE H. This, if it be 
expounded in the Greek language, may ſignify, a Num- 
ber, becauſe God hath numbered ſo long a time for thy 
life, and for thy government, and that there remains but 


a {mall portion. THE KE L. This ſignifies, a Meig ht, 


and means that God hath weighed thy kingdom in a ba- 
6 | * lance, | 
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lance, and finds it going down already. PHARES. 
This alſo, in the Greek tongue, denotes, a Fragment; 
God will therefore break thy kingdom in pieces, and 
divide it among the Medes and Perſians.“ 

3. When Daniel had told the King, that the writing up- 
n the wall ſignified theſe events, Baltaſar was in great ſor- 
o and affliction, as was to be expected when tlie interpre- 
tion was ſo heavy upon him. However, he did not refuſe 
chat he had promiſed Daniel, although he were become a 
foreteller of misfortunes to him, but beſtowed it all upon 
tim : as reaſoning thus, that what he was to reward was 
peculiar to himſelf, and to fate, and did not belong to the 
prophet, but that it was the part of a good and a juſt man 
o give what he had promiſed, although the events were to 
be of a melancholy nature. Accordingly the King deter- 
nined ſo to do. Now after a little while, both himlelf, and 
the city, were taken by Cyrus, the King of Perſia, who 
fought againſt him; for it was Baltaſar, under whom Ba- 
blon was taken, when he had reigned ſeventeen years. 
And this is the end of the poſterity of King Nebuchadnezzar, 
xs hiſtory informs us; but when Babylon was taken by Da- 
tus, and when he, with his Kinſman Cyrus, had put an end 
to the dominion of the Babylonians, he was ſixty-two years 
old. He was the ſon. of Aſtyages, and had another name 
among. the Greeks. Moreover, he took Daniel the prophet, 
and carried him with. him into Media, and honoured him 
rery greatly, and. kept him with him; for he was one of 
the three preſidents whom he ſet over his three hundred and 
ixty provinces, for into ſo many did Darius part them. 

5. However, while Daniel was in ſo Front dignity, and in 
b great favour with Darius, and was alone intruſted with 
every thing by him, as having ſomewhat divine in him, he 
was, envied by the reſt; for thoſe that ſee others in greater 
honour than themſelves with Kings, envy them: and when 
thoſe that were grievedat the great favour Daniel was in with 
Darius, ſought for an occaſion againſt him, he afforded them 
no occaſion at all, for as he was above all the temptations of 
money., and defpiſed bribery, and elteemed it a very bale 
thing to take any thing by way of reward, even when it might 
be juſtly given him, he afforded thoſe that envied him not the 
leaſt handle for an accuiation. So when they could find no- 
thing for which they might calumniate him to the King ; no- 

thing 
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thing that was ſhameful or reproachful, and thereby depriyMing's voi. 
him of the honour he was in with him, they ſought for ſom ing gave 
other method whereby they might deſtroy him. WheMWlow when 
therefore they ſaw that Daniel prayed to God three times Which was 
day, they thought they had gotten an occaſion by whicliſt by Go 
they might ruin him; ſo they came to Darius, and told him ens had b 
That © the princes and governors had thought proper ., as the 
allow the multitude a relaxation for thirty days, that el, nor cc 
„ one might offer a petition or prayer either to himſelf, Mit the Ki 
eto the gods, but that he who ſhall tranſgreſs this decte er, that 
& ſhall be caſt into the den of lions, and there periſh.” ons; and 

6. Whereupon the King, being not acquainted with thei der that 
wicked deſign, nor ſuſpecting that it was a contrivance e might 1 
theirs againſt Daniel, ſaid, he was pleafed with this decre duch then 
of theirs, and he promiſed to confirm what they deſired Ne princes 
he alſo publiſhed an edi to promulgate to the people theo preſer 
decree which the princes had made. Accordingly all the re tore t 
took care not to tranſgreſs thoſe injunctions, and reſted j id wantec 
quiet; but Daniel had no regard to them, but, as he wan, which 
wont, he ſtood and prayed to God in the fight of them all Wfeſb, bu 
but the princes having met with the occaſion they ſo earneſt| ſo deftroy 
ſought to find againſt Daniel, came preſently to the King, and Ineſs mig 
accuſed him, that Daniel was the only perſon that tranſgrel plain fou 
ſed the decree, while not one of the reſt durſt pray to thei 7- When 


gods. This diſcovery they made, not becauſe of his impie e Dani: 
ty, but becauſe they had watched him, and obſerved him ou Jarius ſen 
of envy; for ſuppoſing that Darius did thus out of a greate od who! 
kindneſs to him than they expected, and that he was read) the only 


to grant him pardon for this contempt of his injunctions, and el in ver: 
envying this very pardon to Daniel, they did not becom ends. N 
ous ON ac 


more favourable to him, but deſired he might be caſt into thi 
den of lions, according to the law. So Darius, hoping thai God, | 
God would deliver him, and that he would undergo nothing oft elega 


that was terrible by the wild beaſts, bid him bear this acci{=aining, 
dent cheerfully: And when he was caſt into the den, he 
put his ſeal to the ſtone that lay upon the mouth of the den N 
and went his way, but he paſſed all the night without food f at 18 _ 
and without fleep, being in great diſtreſs for Daniel ; but e might 
when it was day, he got up, and came to the den, and found be ſo fille 
the ſeab entire, which he had left the ſtone ſealed withal: he iel to 2 
us Was the 


alſo opened the ſeal, and cried out, and called to Daniel, ane 
aſked him, if he were alive? And as ſoon as he heard the 


King 


enemies, 


0 not direc 
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epriyMing's voice, and ſaid, that he had ſuffered no harm, the 
r ſom ing gave order that he ſhould be drawn up out of the den. 
We os when his enemies ſaw that Daniel had ſuffered nothing 
imes Which was terrible, they would not own that he was preſer- 
Which ed by God, and by his providence : but they ſaid, that the 
d hin cas had been filled full with food, and on that account it 


as, as they ſuppoſed, that the lions would not touch Da- 


per t 

hat el, nor come to him; and this they alleged to the King: 
elf, ¶M it the King out of an abhorrence of their wickedneſs, gave 
decte der, that they ſhould throw in a great deal of fleſh to the 


” 


1 the 


jons 3 and when they had filled themſelves, he gave farther 
der that Daniel's enemies ſhould be caſt into the den, that 


nce oft might learn whether the lions, now they were full, would 
decre uch them or not. And it appeared plain to Darius, after 
fired e princes had been caſt to the wild beaſts, that it was God 


ho preſerved Daniel, “ for the lions ſpared none of them, 
ut tore them all to pieces, as they had been very hungry, 
d wanted food. I ſuppoſe therefore it was not their hun- 


le tha 
he rel 
ſted i 


16 wal er, which had been a little before ſatisfied with abundance 
m all W feſb, but the wickedneſs of theſe men that provoked them 


o deſtroy the princes] ; for if it ſo pleaſe God, that wick- 
neſs might, by even thoſe irrational creatures, be efteemed 


rneſt] 


g, and 

ore plain foundation for their puniſhment. 

» theifl . When therefore thoſe that had intended thus to de- 
mpieFW'0y Daniel by treachery, were themſelves deſtroyed, King 


Jarius ſent [letters] over all the country, and praiſed that 
od whom Daniel worſhipped ; and ſaid, That“ he was 
the only true God, and had all power.” He had alſo Da- 
jel in very great eſteem, and made him the principal of his 
ends, Now when Daniel was become fo illuſtrious and fa- 


im ou 
reatet 
ready 
s, And 


come 
to the ous on account of the opinion men had that he was beloved 
g that { Ged, he built a tower at Ecbatana in Media: it was a 
;thingWo?t elegant building, and wonderfully made, and it is ſtill 


maining, and preſerved to this day; and to ſuch as ſee it, 
it 


acci 
n, he 


e den 

food It is no way improbable that Daniel's enemies might ſuggeſt this 
—_ on to the King, why the Tions did not meddle with him, and that 
3 DU might ſuſpect the King's kindneſs to Daniel had procured theſe lions 
found be ſo filled before hand, and that thence it was that he encouraged 
al: heWiniel to ſubmit to this experiment, in hopes of coming off ſafe; and that 
Il. and was the true reaſon of making ſo terrible an experiment upon thoſc 
g the nemies, and all their families, Dan. vi. 24. though our other copies 


„ Woot directly take notice of it. 
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it appears to have been lately built, and to have been no old ace, and 
than that very day when any one looks upon it, it is“ ſo frei d him, a 
flouriſhing, and beautiful, and no way grown old in ſo lo gould bet 


time, for buildings ſuffer the ſame as men do, they grow old 
well as they, and by numbers of years their ſtrength is dif 
ved, and their beauty withered. Now they bury the kings 
Media, of Perſia, and Parthia, in this tower, to this ds 


alſo relat« 
ram, wit] 
the laſt v 
ed to the 


and he who was intruſted with the care of it was a ſeuſ om that 
prieft ; which thing is alſo obſerved to this day: But it is W1.nce, an- 
to give an account of what this man did, which is moſt ; lim to t 


mirable to hear; for he was ſo happy as to have ſtrange : 
velations made to him, and thoſe as to one of the greateſſ 
the prophets, inſomuch, that while he was alive he hadt 
eſteem and applauſe both of the kings and of the multitu 
and now he is dead, he retains a remembrance that will 
ver fail, for the ſeveral books that he wrote and left hehi 
him are ſtill read by us till this time; and from them we 
lieve that Daniel converſed with God; for he did not o 
prophecy of future events, as did the other prophets, but 
alſo determined the time of their accompliſhment : And wh 
prophets uſed to fortell misfortunes, and on that acco 
were diſagreeable both to the kings and to the multitude, I 
niel was to them a prophet of good things, and this to ſu 
a degree, that by the agreeable nature of his prediQtions 
procured the good-will of all men, and by the accompliſhme 
of them he procured the belief of their truth, and the opit 
on of [a ſort of] divinity for himſelf, among the multitu 
He alſo wrote and left behind him what made manifeſt t 

ccuracy and undeniable veracity of his predictions: For 
ſaith, That © when he was in Suſa, the metropolis of Pe 
6 fia, and went out into the field with his companions, the 
was, on the ſudden, a motion and concuſhon of the ear upon it 
and that he was left alone by himſelf, his friends flying _ __ 


* way from him, and that he was diſturbed, and fell on W- . that 
| « fac 


ward he 
the he- g. 
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by force, 
forbid th 
hundred 
eſe viſior 
hat God 1 
allowing 

kingdom 
kings th: 
ſignified 
kings in 
one ſhou 
twice fie 
and ſhou 
horn wh 
meant tl 
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* What Joſephus here ſays, that the ſtones of the ſepulchres of t Yer 


Kings of Perſia at this tower, or thoſe perhaps of the ſaine ſort that 

now commonly called the ruins of Perſepolis, continued ſo entire 3 that fre 
unaltered in his days, as if they were lately put there,“ I, ſays Re!u* that ſho 
here can ſhew to be true, as to thoſe ſtones of the Perſian Kings ma take av 
* ſoleum which Corn. Brunius brake off and gave me.” He aſcribed tl, 1 
to the hardneſs of the ſtones, which ſcarcely yields to iron tools, and pro 5 temp e, 
freq nently too hard for cutting by the chiſſel, but oftentimes breaks i Years t1 
pieces. 
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face, and on his two hands, and that a certain perſon touch- 
ed him, and, at the ſame time, bid him riſe, and ſee what 
would befal his countrymen after many generations. He 
alſo related, that when he ſtood up, he was ſhewn a great 
am, with many horns growing out of his head. and that 
the laſt was higher than the reit : that after this he look- 
ed to the weſt, and ſaw an he-goat carried through the air 
from that quarter; that he ruihed upon the ram with yio- 
Jence, and ſmote him twice with his horns. and overthrew 
him to the ground, and trampled upon him: that aſter- 


nge ward he faw a very great horn growing out of the head of 
ateſt me he-goat, and that when it was broken off, four horns 
*. grew up that were expoſed to each of the four winds, and 
titucg 


-he wrote that out of them aroſe another leſſer horn, which, 


vin he ſaid, waxed great; and that God ſhewed to him, 


behißß that it ſhould fight againſt his nation, and take their city 
ec by force, and bring the temple worſhip to confuſion, and 
ot og ſorbid the ſacrifices to be offered, for one thouſand two 
but W hundred and ninety- ſix days.“ Daniel wrote that he ſaw 
d while viſions in the plain of Suſa; and he hath informed us, 
account God interpreted the appearance of this viſion after the 
de, B lowing manner : He ſaid that the ram fignified the 
to ſu kingdoms of the Medes and Perſians, and the horns thoſe 
lons kings that were to reign in them; and that the laſt horn 
iſhme ſignified the laſt King, and that he ſhould exceed all the 
5 vl kings in riches and glory : that the he-goat ſignified, that 
Ititudl one ſhould come, and reign from the Greeks, who ſhould 
eſt t twice fight with the Perſian, and overcome him in battle, 
For and ſhould receive his entire dominion : that by the great 
of Pe horn which ſprang out of the forehead of the he-goat was 
„ the meant the firſt king; and that the ſpringing up of four horns 
e car upon its falling off, and the converſion of every one of 
lying mem to the four quarters of the earth, ſignified the ſucceſ- 
bo ſors that ſhould ariſe after the death of the firſt king, and 
aq the partition.of the kingdom among thew, and that they 
ONE” ' hould be neither his children, nor of his kindred, that 
that M* hould reign over the habitable earth for many years; and 
tire that from among them there ſhould ariſe a certain kin 
; Rel that ſhould overcome our nation, and their laws, and ſhould 
155 Jake away their political government, and ſhould ſpoil the 
by” prof temple, and forbid the ſacrifices to be offered, for three 
eaks in years time.” And indeed it ſo came to pals, that our na- 
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tion ſuffered theſe things under Antiochus Epiphanes, accor| 
ing to Daniel's viſion, and what he wrote many years befo 
they came to pals. In the very ſame manner Daniel a 
wrote concerning the Roman government, and that our coy 
try ſhould be made deſolate by them. All theſe things d 
this man leave in writing, as God had ſhewed them to hi 
inſomuch, that ſuch as read his prophecies, and ſee how the 
have been fulfilled, would wonder at the honour wherewi 
God honoured Daniel; and may thence diſcover how g 
Epicureans are in an error, who caſt providence out of h 
man life, and do not believe that God takes care of the 2 
fairs of the world, nor that the univerſe is governed and co 
tinued in being by that bleſſed and immortal nature, but fa 
that the world is carried along of its own accord, without 
ruler and a curator : which were it deſtitute of a guide | 


conduct it, as they imagine, it would be like ſhips with of Bab 
pilots, which we ſee drowned by the winds, or like chario try, a. 
without drivers, which are overturned, ſo would the wol money. 


be daſhed to pieces by its being carried without a providenc 
and ſo periſh and come to nought. So that by the fore- mei i. 1 
tioned predictions of Daniel thoſe men ſeem to me very muc I 
to err from the truth, who determine, that God exerciſes 
providence over human affairs; for if that were the caſe. th 
the world went on by mechanical neceſſity, we ſhould nc 
ſee that all things would come to paſs according to his pre 
phecy. Now as to myſelf, I have ſo defcribed theſe matter 
as I have found them and read them ; but- if any one is 1 
clined to another opinion about them, let him enjoy his di 
ferent ſentiments without any blame from me. 
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CHAP: L 


uide WF How Cyrus, King of the Perfians, delivered the Jews out 
withodl of Babylon, and ſuffered them to return to their own coun- 
chario try, and to build their temple, for which work he gave them 
- Wor money. 

11denc 


re-met 


1. IN the firſt year of the reign of “ Cyrus, which was 


V mug the ſeventieth from the day that our people were 
ciſes removed out of their own land into Babylon, God 
\le. thY commiſerated the captivity and calamity of theſe poor people, 
uld n according as he had foretold to them by Jeremiah the pro- 
nis pre phet, before the deſtruction of the city, that after they had 
matte! 


ſerved Nebuchadnezzar and his poſterity, and after they had 
undergone that ſervitude ſeventy years, he would reſtore them 
gain to the land of their fathers, and they ſhould build their 
temple, and enjoy their ancient proſperity. And theſe things 
God did afford them; for he ſtirred up the mind of Cyrus, 
and made him write thus throughout all Aſia: Thus faith 
„Cyrus the King, fince God Almighty hath appointed me 
to be King of the habitable earth, I believe that He is 


Cc is 1 


his di 


Ok 


that God which the nation of the Iſraelites worſhip, for 
indeed he foretold my name by the prophets, and that I 
* ſhould build him an houſe at Jeruſalem, in the country of 
Judea.“ 


Vol. II. E e | 2, This 


* This Cyrus is called God's ſhepherd by Xenophon, as well as by 
Iſaiah xliv. 28. as alſo it is ſaid of him by the ſame prophet, that I will 
make a man more precious than fine gold, even a man than the golden 


wedge of Ophir, Iſa. xiii. 12. which character makes Xenophon's mo 


excellent hiſtory of him very credible. 
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2. This was known to Cyrus by his readin 
which Iſaiah left behind him af his 1 . 
phet ſaid, that God hath ſpoken thus to him in a ſecret viſion: 
60 My will is, that Cyrus, whom I have appointed to be 
** King over many and great nations, ſend back my people 
to their own land, and build my temple.” This was for: 
told by Iſaiah one hundred and forty years before the ten 
ple was demoliſhed. Accordingly when Cyrus read thi: 
and admired the divine power, an earneſt deſire and an am- 
bition ſeized upon him to fulfil what was ſo written; ſo he 
called for the moſt eminent Jews that were in Babylon and 
laid to them, That © he gave them leave to go back to their 
* own country, and to rebuild * their city Jeruſalem, and 
* the temple of God, for that he would be their aſſiſtant 
and that he would write to the rulers and governors that 
* were in the neighbourhood of their country of Judea, tht 
* they ſhould contribute to them gold and filver for the 
building of the temple, and beſides that, beaſts for their 
4 ſacrifices.” 

3- When Cyrus had ſaid this to the Iſraelites, the rulers 
of the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, with the Levites 
and prieſts, went in haſte to Jeruſalem, yet'did many of them 
ſtay at Babylon, as not willing to leave their poſſeſſions ; and 
when they were come thither, all the King's friends aſſiſted 
them, and brought in, for the building of the temple. ſome 
gold, 2nd ſome filver, and ſome a great many cattle, and 
horſes. So they performed their vows to God, and offered 
the ſacriftees that had been accuſtomed of old time ; I mean 
this upon the rebuilding of their city, and the revival of the 
ancient practices relating to their worſhip. Cyrus alſo ſent 


back to them the veſſels of God which King Nebuchadnez- 


Zax 


This leave to build Jeruſalem, { 2. 3. and this epiſtle of Cyrus to 
Siſinnes and Sathrabuzanes, to the ſame purpoſe, are moſt unfortu- 
nately omitted in all our copies, but this beſt and completeſt copy of 
Joſephus's; and by ſuch emiſſion the famous prophecy of Iſaiah, xliv. 
28. where we are informed, that God ſaid of, or to Cyrus, He is my 


ſhepherd, and ſhall perform all my pleaſure ; even ſaying to Jeruſalem, 


thou ſhalt be built, and to the temple, thy foundation 

not hitherto be demonſtrated Fan gr — hiſtory wy ko — _ 
pletely fulfilled, I mean as to that part of it which concerned his giving 
leave or commiſſion for rebuilding the city Jeruſalem as. diſtinck from 
the temple, whoſe rebuilding is alone permitted or directed in the de- 
zree of Cyrus in all our copies. | 


CHAP. I. 
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zar had pillaged out of the temple, and had carried to Baby- 
jon. So he committed theſe things to Mithridates, the trea- 
ſurer, to be ſent away, with an order to give them to Sana- 
baſſar, that he might keep them till the temple was built; 
and when it was finiſhed, he might deliver them to the 
prieſts and rulers of the multitude, in order to their being 
reſtored to the tet ple. Cyrus alſo ſent an epiſtle to the go- 
vernors that were in Syria, the contents whereof here follow: 


Cuar. I. 


„% King Cyrus to StisINNEs, and SATHRABUZANES 
ſendeth greeting: 


„J have given leave to as many of the Jews that dwell 
"in my country as pleaſe to return to their own country, 
and to rebuild their city, and to build the temple of God 
at Jeruſalem, on the ſame place where it was before, I 
have alſo ſent my treaſurer Mithridates, and Zorobabel, 
the governor of the Jews, that they may lay the founda- 
tions of the temple, and may build it ſixty cubits high, 
and of the ſame latitude, making three edifices of poliſhed 
4 tones, and one of the wood of the country, and the 
« ſame order extends to the altar whereon they offer ſacrĩ- 
« fices to God, I require alſo that the ſacrifices for theſe 
things be given out of my revenues. Moreover, I have 
* alſo ſent the veſſels which King Nebuchadnezzar pillaged 
out of the temple, and have given them to Mithridates the 
* treaſurer, and to Zorobabel the governor of the Jews, that 
they may have them carried to Jeruſalem, and may reſtore 
them to the temple of God. Now their “ number is as 
follows: fifty chargers of gold, and five hundred of ſilver; 
* forty Thericlean cups of gold, and five hundred of filver ; 
fifty baſons of gold, and five hundred of ſilver , thirty veſ- 
* ſels for pouring {the drink offerings], and three hundred 
of ſilver, thirty vials of gold, and two thouſand four hun- 
« dred of filver with a thouſand other large veſſels. I per- 
mit them to have the ſame honour which they were uſed 
eto have from their forefathers, as alſo for their ſmall cat- 
« tle, and for wine, and oil, two hundred and five thouſand 
and five hundred drachmæ; and for wheat flour, twenty 


e thouſand and five hundred artabæ: And I give order, that 
E e 2 * theſe 


Of the true number of golden and ſilver veſſels here and elſewhere 
belonging to the temple of Solomon, ſee the deſcription of the Temples, 
Chap. X11, 
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{© theſe expences ſhall be given them out of the tributes dy pyſes, the | 
from Samaria. The prieſts ſhall alſo offer theſe ſacrifice por in 8yri 
according to the laws of Moſes in Jeruſalem; and whe and Moab, 
* they offer them, they ſhall pray to God for the preſery; contents W 
tion of the King. and of his family, that the kingdom d ſervants 


*+ Perſia may continue. But my will is, that thoſe who di „che ſeri) 
** obey theſe injunctions, and make them void, ſhall be hun 6 Phenict 
upon a croſs, and their ſubſtance brought into the King ſhoulde: 
© treaſury.” And ſuch was the import of this epiſtle. Nos Baby lo 
the number of thoſe that came out of captivity to Jeruſalc « rebellie 
were forty- two thouſand four hundred and ſixty- two. * ſetting 
« thereto 

CHAP, 1 not be 

Flow, upon the death of Cyrus, the Jews were hindered i Sqn. 
building of the temple by the 8988 5 

ing governors ; and how Cambyſes entirely ew . 

to do any ſuch thing. ſes entirely forbad the Jew! « Fhile 

. « and ne 

g. 1. Wr the foundations of the temple were laying * into t] 
5 when the Jews were very zealous about that t 
building it, the neighbouring nations, and eſpecially the Cu- F _ ; 
“till no 


theans, whom Shalmanezer, King of Aſſyria, had brou 
out of Perſia and Media, and kad otuared in Samaria, wo * thee « 
he carried the people of Iſrael captive, beſought the gover- * haps | 
nors, and thoſe that had the care of ſuch affairs, that they and b 
would interrupt the Jews, both in the rebuilding of their city * clude 
and in the building of their temple. Now as theſe men were 2. W 
corrupted by them with money, they told the Cutheans their wicked 
intereſt for rendering this building a ſlow and a careleſs work, back tc 
for Cyrus, who was buſy about other wars. knew nothing of + thun 
all this ; and it ſo happened, that when he had led his army 5 the | 
againſt the Maflagetz he ended his life. But when Cam- ing! 
byſes, 


*f]oſephus here follows Herodotus, and thoſe that related how Cy- and 


rus made war with the Scythians and Maſſagets, near the Caſpian ſez, + ene! 


and periſhed in it ; while Xenophon's account, which appears never 
. to 
have been ſeen by Joſephus, that Cyrus died in peace 54 his own coun” 
try of Perſia, is atteſted to by the, writers of the affairs of Alexander . 
the Great, when they agree that he found Cyrus's ſepulchre at Paſar- ous 


gadz, near Perſepolis. This account of Xenophon's is alſo confirmed ther's 

by the circumſtances of Cambyſes, upon his ſucceſſion to Cyrus, who in- war, | 

ſtead of a war to avenge his father's death upon the Scythians and conque 

Maſſagets, and to prevent thoſe nations from over-running his northern * 
an 


provinces, 
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byſes, the ſon of Cyrus, had taken the kingdom, the gover- 
nor in Syria, and Phenicia, and in the countries of Ammon, 
and Moab, and Samaria, wrote an epiltle to Cambyſes; whoſe 
contents were as follows: To our lord Cambyſes; we thy 
* ſervants, Rathumus the hiſtoriographer, and Semellius 


the ſcribe, and the reſt that are thy judges in Syria and 
Phenicia, ſendeth greeting: It is fit, O King, that thou 
ſhouldeſt know, that thoſe Jews which were carried to 


Babylon, are come into our country, and are building that 


rebellious and wicked city, and its market places, and 


* ſetting up its walls, and raifing up the temple : know 


therefore, that when theſe things are finithed, they will 


not be willing to pay tribute, nor will they ſubmit to thy 


commands, but will refit kings, and will chooſe rather 
to rule over others, than be ruled over themſelves. We 
therefore thought it proper to wiite to thee, O King, 
while the works about the temple are going on fo faſt, 
and not to overlook this matter, that thou mayeſt ſearch 
into the books of thy fathers, for thou wilt find in them, 
that the Jews have been rebels, and enemies to kings, as 
hath their city been alſo, which, for that reaſon, hath been 
till now laid waſte. We thought proper alſo to inform 
thee of this matter, becauſe thou mayeſt otherwiſe per- 
haps be ignorant of it, that if this city be once inhabited, 
and be entirely encompaſſed with walls, thou wilt be ex- 
cluded from thy paſſage to Celeſyria and Phenicia,” 

2. When Cambyſes had read the epiſtle, being naturally 


wicked, he was irritated at what they told him; and wrote 
back to them as follows: Cambyles, the King, to Ra- 


40 
10 
4 
cc 
cc 
40 
66 


thumus the hiſtoriographer, to Beeltethmus, to Semellius 
the ſcribe, and the reſt that are in commiſſion, and dwell- 
ing in Samaria and Phenicia, after this manner ; I have 
read the epiſtle that was ſent from you; and I gave order 
that the books of my forefathers ſhould be ſearched into, 
and it is there found, that this city hath always been an 
enemy to kings, and its 3 have raiſed ſeditions, 

' e 3 


provinces, which would have been the natural conſequence of his fa- 
ther's ill ſucceſs and death there, went immediately to an Egyptian 
war, long ago begun by Cyrus, according to Xenophon, p. 644. and 
conquered that kingdom: nor is there, that I ever heard of, the leaſt 


mention in the reign of this Cambyſes of any war againſt the Sythians 


and Maſſagets that he was ever engaged in all his life. 
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and wars. We alſo are ſenſible that their kings have bee ey every 
powerful, and tyrannical, and have exacted tribute of nd Darius 
* leſyria and Phenicia: Wherefore I give order, that ta a little 
* Jews ſhall not be permitted to build that city, leſt ſue o ſleep an 
« miſchief as they uſed to bring upon kings be greatly aug guards of 
* mented.” When this epiſtle was read, Rathumus, an nake an 
Semellius the ſcribe, and their aſſociates, got ſuddenly uch as h« 
Horſeback, and made haſte to Jeruſalem; they alſo broughMites of v 
a great company with them, and forbad the Jews to builory, to p 
the city, and the temple. Accordingly theſe works wer eld, and 


bridles of 
of gold a 
count of 
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vitts, he. 
the ſtrong 
And the 
ther trut 
had prop 
theſe pro 
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5 Media,: 

J 1. Arrzs the ſtaughter of the Magi, who, upon the give aud 
death of Cambyſes, attained the government of Weclare 1 

the Perſians for a year, thoſe families which were called the Wqueition: 
ſeven families of the Perſians, appointed Darius, the ſon f 3. Ac 
Hyſtaſpes, to be their King. Now he, while he was a pri- Wircngth 
vate man, had made a vow to God, that if he came to be M* he, I 
King, he would ſend all the veſſels of God that were in Ba- “ that i 
bylon to the temple at Jeruſalem. Now it ſo fell out, that It dec 
about this time Zorobabel, who had been made. governor of that 
the ſews that had been in captivity, came to Darius, from “ and h 
Jeruſalem, for there had been an old friendſhip between him I the fl 
and the King. He was alſo, with two others, thought wor- W* the n 
thy to be guards of the King's body; and obtained that “ ges a 


hindered from going on till the ſecond year of the reign 6 
Darius, for nine years more; for Cambyſes reigned 1 
years, and within that time overthrew Egypt, and when be 
was come back, he died at Damaſcus. | 


CHAP. HI. 


How, after the death of Cambyſes, and the ſlaughter of thi 
Magi, but under the reign of: Darius, Zorobabel was ſu 
perior to the reſt in the ſolution of problems, and thereby 
_— this favour of the King, that the. temple ſhoul 

Gulli. 


honour which he hoped for. and 1 
2, Now in the firſt year of the King's reign, Darius feaſt- ties, 
ed thoſe that were about him, and thoſe born in his houſe, “and r 
with the rulers of the Medes, and princes of the Perſians, I“ eſt; 
and the toparchs of India and Ethiopia, and the generals of © © and 
the armies of his hundred and twenty-ſeven provinces: But . more 


when they had eaten and drank to ſatiety, and abundantly, of tt 
3 they “ frier 
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they every. one departed to go to bed at their own houſes, 
nd Darius the King went to bed; but after he had reſt- 
da little part of the night, he awaked, and not being able 
to ſleep any more, he fell into converſation with the three 
wards of his. body, and - promiſed, that to him who ſhould 
rake an oration, about points that he ſhould inquire of, 
uch as ſhould: be moſt agreeable to truth, and te the dic- 
ates of wiſdom, he would grant it as a reward of his vic- 
tory, to put on a purple garment, and to drink in cups of 
gold, and to ſleep upon gold, and to have a chariot with 
bridles of gold, and an head-tire of fine linen, and a chain 
of gold about his neck, and to ſit next to himſelf, on ac- 
count of his wiſdom; and, ſays he, he ſhall be called my 
couſin. Now when he had promiſed to give them theſe 
gifts, he aſked” the firſt of them, Whether wine was not 
the ſtrongeſt? The ſecond, Whether kings were not ſuch ? 
And the third, Whether women were not ſuch? Or whe. 
ther truth was.not rather the ſtrongeſt of all? When he 
had propoſed that they ſhould make their inquiries about 
theſe problems, he went to reſt ; but in the. morning he ſent 
for his great men. his princes, and toparchs of Perſia and 
Media, and ſet himſelf down in the place where he uſed to 
five audience, and bid each of the guards of bis body to 
declare what they thought proper concerning the propoſed 
queſtions, in the hearing af them all. | 

3. Accorsingly the firſt of them began to ſpeak of the 
ſtrength of wine; and demonſtrated it thus: © When, ſaid 
he, I am to give my opinion of wine, O you men, I find 
that it exceeds every thing, by the following indications: 
* It deceives the mind of thoſe. that drink it, and reduces 
that of the King to the ſame ſtate with that of the orphan, 
and he who ſtands in need of a tutor, and erects that of 
the {ſlave to the boldneſs of him that is free, and that of 
the needy becomes like that of the rich man, for it chan- 
ges and renews the ſouls of men when it gets into them, 
and it quenches the ſorry of theſe that are under calami- 
ties, and makes men forget the debts they owe to others, 
and makes them think themſelves to be of all men the rich- 
 eftz it makes them talk of no ſmall things, but of talents, 
and ſuch other names as become wealthy men only; nay 
more, it makes them inſenſible of their commanders, and 
of their kings, and takes away the remembrance of their 


friends and companions, for it arms men even GE I 
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that are deareſt to them, and makes them appear the gre 
eſt ſtrangers to them; and when they are become {oh 
and they have ſlept out their wine in the night, they a 
without knowing any thing they have done in their cy 
take theſe for ſigns of power, and by them diſcover th 
wine is the ſtrongeſt, and moſt inſupperable of all thing 
4. As ſoon as the firſt had given the fore-mentioned ( 


monſtrations of the ſtrength of wine, he left off; and de King 
next to him began to ſpeak about the ſtrength of a king, Mines OS 
demonſtrated that it was the ſtrongeſt of all, and more poy nd bring 
ful than any thing elſe that appears to have any force or wif... do no! 


dom. He began his demonſtration after the following m- 
ner; and ſaid, © They are men who govern all things; th 
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force the earth and the fea to become profitable to the 
in what they deſire, and over theſe men do kings ru 
and over them they have authority. Now thoſe who r 
over that animal which is of all the ſtrongeſt, and m 
powerful, muſt needs deſerve to be eſteemed inſuperable 
power and force; for example, when theſe kings comma 
their ſubjects to make wars, and undergo dangers, th 
are hearkened to, and when they ſend them againſt thi 
enemies, their power is ſo great that they are obeye 
They command men to level mountains, and to pull doy 
walls and towers; nay when they are commanded to 
killed, and to kill, they ſubmit to it, that they may 
appear to tranſgreſs the Kings commands; and when th deal of t. 
have conquered, they bring what they have gained in He have 
war to the King. Thoſe alſo who are not ſoldiers, not we 

cultivate the ground, and plough it, and when, after thY,,q beſt 
have endured the labour, and all the inconveniencies Who js 1c 
ſuch works of huſbandry, they have reaped and gather: dame, th 
in their fruits, they bring tributes to the King. And wha nd his 
ſoever it is which the King ſays or commands, it is dof. hea 
of neceſſity, and that without any delay, while he in Med he f 
mean time is fatiated with all ſorts of food and pleaſure woordin 
and ſleeps in quiet. He is guarded by ſuch as watch, a wiſe an 
ſuch as are, as it were, fixed down to the place throug 1 
fear, for no one dares leave him, even when he is aſlee fat him.“ 
nor does any one go away and take care of his own a 6. And 
fairs, but he eſteems this one thing the only work of n@,;}.r he 
ceſſity, to guard the King, and accordingly to this he who | have a 
ly addicts himſelf, How then can it be otherwiſe, bi both th 
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that it muſt appear that the King exceeds all in ſtrength, 
while ſo great a multitude obeys his injunctions?“ 

z. Now when this man had held his peace, the third of 
em, who was Zorobabel, began to inſtruct them about wo- 


2 n, and about truth, who ſaid thus: Wine is ſtrong, as 

* s the King alſo, whom all men obey, but women are ſu— 
oned Merior to them in power, for it was a woman that brought 
and i g 


the King into the world ; and for thoſe that plants the 


us, Ines and make the wine, they are women who bear them, 
- POV nd bring them up: nor indeed is there any thing which 
1 e do not receive from them; for theſe women weave gar- 
ng me 


nents for us, and our houſehold affairs are by their means 
aken care of, and preſerved in ſafety; nor can we live 
eparate from women. And when we have gotten a great 
deal of gold, and ſilver, and any other thing that is of 
great value, and deſerving regard, and ſee a beautiful wo- 
nan, we leave all theſe things, and with open mouth fix 
our eyes upon her countenance, and are willing to forſake 
chat we have, that we may enjoy her beauty, and procure 
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1 ta to ourſelves, We alſo leave father, and mother, and 

f theme earth that nouriſhes us, and frequently forget our dear- 

1 Welt friends, for the ſake of women; nay we are ſo hardy 
* 


3s to lay down our lives with them. But what will chief. 
ly make you take notice of the ſtrength of women is this 
that follows : Do not we take pains, and endure a great 
deal of trouble, and that both by land and fea, and when 
we have procured ſomewhat as the fruit of our labours, do 
not we bring them to the women, as to our miſtreſſes, 
and beſtow them upon them ? nay I once ſaw the King, 
who is lord of ſo many people, ſmitten on the face by A- 
there pame, the daughter of Rabſafes 'Themaſius, his concubine, 
haf and his diadem taken away from him, and put upon her 
dosen head, while he bore it patiently ; and when ſhe ſmil- 
in tied he ſmiled, and when ſhe was angry he was ſad z and 
aſure according to the change of her paſſions, he flattered bis 
h. a wiſe, and drew her to reconciliation by the great humilia- 
TOUL tion of himſelf to her, if at any time he ſaw her diſpleaſed 
lleeW:t him,” 

wn *Y 6. And when the princes and rulers looked one upon a- 
of nd ther, he began to ſpeak about truth; and he ſaid, © I 
hoff | have already demonſtrated how powerful women are; but 


', bu both theſe women themſelves, and the King himſelf, are 
th « weaker 
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| God of Ifrael. To which doctrine, ſuch as Cyrus, and Darius, &c. 1 
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* weaker than truth; for although the earth be large, Nad to bui 
* the heaven high, and the courſe of the ſun ſwift, yet Ile veſſels 
all theſe moved according to the will of God, who is i led to Ba 
and righteous, for which cauſe we ought allo to eſte now p 
truth to be the ſtrongeſt of all things, and that what is Wen judged 
righteous is of no force againſt it. Moreover, all ti,. So th. 
elſe that have any ſtrength are mortal, and ſhort lived, Wie and ki 
truth is a thing that is immortal, and eternal. It affofr, and en 
us not indeed ſuch a beauty as will wither away by ti te going 
nor ſuch riches as may be taken away by fortune, but rigs to tho 
teous rules and laws. It diſtinguiſhes them from injuſti n and c 
and puts what is unrighteous to rebuke “.“ aft him 

7. So when Zorobahel had leſt off his diſcourſe about tt the capt 
and the multitude had cried out aloud, that he had {pol prohibit 
the moſt wiſely, and that it was truth alone that had ins upon 
table ſtrength, and ſuch as never would wax old, the KW: all tha 
commanded, that he ſhould aſk for ſomewhat over and ab tribute: 
what he had promiſed, for that he would give it him, beca che inh: 
of his wiſdom, and that prudence wherein he exceeded Wi taken 
reſt ; and thou ſhalt fit with me, ſaid the King, and ſhalt Wits ſhoul 
called my couſin, When he had ſaid this, Zorobabel put M alſo p 
in mind of the vow he had made, in caſe he ſhould ever h that w 
the kingdom. Now this vow was, © To rebuild JeruſaleW1 thoſe f 


*1 ould be 


uments. 
* The reader is to note, that although the ſpeeches or papers of Huld be 
three of the King's guard are much the ſame, in our third book of 
dras, chap. iii. and iv. as they are here in Iren yet that the 
troduction of them is entirely different, while in our Eſdras the w 
is related at the contrivance of the three of the King's guard themſely 
and even the mighty rewards are ſpoken of as propoſed by themſeh 
and the ſpeeches are related to have been delivered by themſelves 
the King in writing, while all is contrary in Joſephus. I need not 
whoſe account is the moſt probable, the matters ſpeak for themſely 
and there can be no doubt but Joſephus's hiſtory is here to be very mu 
preferred before the other. Nor indeed does it ſeem to me at all u 
likely, that the whole was a contrivance of King Darius's own, in « 
der to be decently and inoffenſively put in mind by Zorobabel, of fi 
filling his old vow for the rebuilding of Jeruſalem and the temple, 2 
the reſtoration of the worſhip of the Ons Txux God there. Nor d 
the full meaning of Zorobabel, when he cries, out, 3 Eid. iv. 40. Bly 
ſed be the God of Truth; and here, God is true and righteous, or even 
all the people, 3 Eſd. iv. 41. Great is Truth, and mighty above all thing 
ſeem to me much different from this There is but One Txux Gob, tt 
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urge, Nad to build therein the temple of God ; as alſo to reſtore 
yet Ile veſſels which Nebuchaduezzar had pillaged, and car- 
10 is Hied to Babylon.” And this, ſaid he, is that requeſt which 
to eſteWu now permitteſt me to make, on account that I have 
hat is Wn judged to be wiſe, and underſtanding. 

all this. So the King was pleaſed with what he had ſaid, and 


lived, Nie and kiſſed him; and wrote to the toparchs, and gover- 
It affe, and enjoined them to conduct Zorobabel and thoſe tliat 
by tire going with him to build the temple. He alſo ſent let- 
but ri to thoſe rulers that were in Syria and Phenicia to cut 
injuliWxa and carry cedar trees from Lebanon to Jeruſalem, and 
aſliſt him in building the city. He alſo wrote to them, that 
the captives who ſhould go to Judea ſhould be free; and 
prohibited his deputies and governors to lay any king's 
ics upon the Jews: He alſo permitted, that they ſhould 
re all that land which they could poſſeſs themſelves of with- 


ut try 
d ſpo 
d imn 


the K 


nd abꝗ e tributes. He alſo enjoined the Idumeans and Samaritans, 
, becaW the inhabitants of Celeſy ria, to reſtore villages which they 
eded Wd taken from the Jews : and that, beſides all this, fifty ta- 
ſhalt Wits ſhould be given them for the building of the temple, 
put li: alſo permitted them to offer their appointed ſacrifices, 
ver h; 


| that whatſoever the high prieſt and the prieſts wanted, 
4 thoſe ſacred garments wherein they uſed to worſhip God 
ould be made at his own charges; and that the muſical in- 
uments which the Levites uſed in ſinging hymns to God 
ould be given them, Mcreover, he charged them, that 
at the Nrtions of land ſhould be given to thoſe that guarded the ci- 
the W and the temple, as allo a determinate tum of money eve- 
.cmſelyW year for their maintenance: and withal he {cut the veſſels. 
zemſel nd all that Cyrus intended to do before him relating to the 


w_— toration of Jeruſalem, Darius allo ordained ſhould be done 


-mſelveW&cordingly. | 

[ery mul 9. Now when Zorobabel had obtained theſe grants from 
at all qe King. he went out of the palace, and, looking up to hea- 
a, he began to return thanks to God for the wiſdom he 


N. ' id given him, and the victory he had gained thereby, even 


ruſale 
66 


rs of th 
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Nor di the preſence of Darius him! ; for. ſaid he, I had not 
40. BF been thought worthy of mages, O Lord, unleſs 
r even thou kadfit been favourabl- to in.” hen therefore he 
— id returned theſe thanks to Cc | v7 tne preſent circumſtan- 


Kc. es he was in, and had prayed a afford him the like 
he entilirour for the time to come, he came to Babylon, and brought 
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the good news to his countrymen of what grants he had p hew the 
cured for them from the King; who when they heard Here we 
ſame, gave thanks alſo to God that he reſtored the land M,our of t 
their forefathers to them again: So they betook themſclyiiiſ ies they 
to drinking, and eating, and for ſeven days they continy realogies 
feaſting, and kept a feſtival, for the rebuilding and reſtoi red and 
tion of their country : after this they chooſe themſelves thoſe tha 
lers, who ſhould go up to Jeruſalem, out of the tribes nd thir 
their forefathers, with their wives, and children, and cattM;yo hun; 
who travelled to Jeruſalem with joy, and pleaſure, undi nd thirt 
the conduct of thoſe whom Darius ſent along with the and five 
and making a noiſe with ſongs, and pipes and cymbals. TW dis mul: 


reſt of the Jewiſh multitude alſo beſides aceompanied the 
with rejoicing. 
10. And thus did this men go a certain and determin: 


Salathie 
and Jeſh 
theſe, tl 


number out of every family, though I do not think it prog 
to recite particularly the names of thoſe families, that Im 
not take off the mind of my readers from the connexion 
the hiſtorical facts, and make it hard for them to follow tl 
coherence of my narrations; but the ſum of thoſe that we 
up, about the age of twelve years, of the tribes of Jud 
and Benjamin, was four * hundred ſixty-two myriads at 
eight thouſand ; the Levites were ſeventy-four ; the numb 
of the women and children mixed together was forty thouſa 
ſeven hundred and forty- two; and beſides theſe, there we 
ſingers of the Levites one hundred and twenty-eight, and pc 
ters one hundred and ten, and of the ſacred miniſters thr 
hundred and ninety-two : there were alſo others beſides the 


who ſaid they were of the Iſraelites, but were not able 
ſhe 


This ſtrange reading in Joſephus's preſent copies of 4,000,000 1 
ſtead of 40,000, is one of the groſſeſt errors that is in them, and oug 
to be corrected from Ezra ii. 64. 1 Eſd. v. 40. and Neh. vii. 66. who: 
agree the gencral ſum was but about 42,360. It is alſo very plain, th 
Joſephus thought, that when Eſdras afterward brought up another co 
pany out of Babylon and Perſia, in the days of Xerxes, they were al 
as well as theſe, out of the two tribes, and out of them only, and we 
in all no more than a ſeed, and a remnant, while an immenſe number 
the ten tribes never returned, but, as he believed, continued then b 
yond Euphrates, chap. v. f 2, 3. Of which multitude the Jews beyo 
Euphrates he ſpeaks frequently elſewhere, though, by the way, 
never takes them to be idolaters, but looks on them ſtill as obſervers 
the laws of Moſes. The certain part of the people that now came 
from Babylon, at the end or this chapter, imply the ſame ſmaller nun 
ber of Jews that now came up, and will no way agree with the 4, 000, O0 
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had pf new, their genealogies, ſix hundred and ſixty- two: Some 


dard mere were alſo who were expelled out of the number and ho- 

land ur of the prieſts, as having married wives whole genealo- 
emicly ries they could not produce, nor were they found in the ge- 
ontinuY nealogies of the Levites and prieſts; they were about five hun- 


reitoy 


red and twenty-five : the multitude allo of ſervants followed 
lves 


thoſe that went up to Jeruſalem ſeven thouſand three hundred 


tribes and thirty-ſeven ; the ſinging men and ſinging women were 
d catti w hundred and forty-five : the camels were four hundred 
? und and thirty five; the beaſts uſed to the yoke were five thou- 
h the 


nd five hundred and twenty-five: and the governors of all 
this multitude, thus numbered, was Zorobabel, the fon of 
Salathiel, of the poſterity of David, and of the tribe of Judah, 
and Jeſhua, the ſon of Joſedek the high prieſt ; and beſides 
theſe, there were Mordecat and Serebeus, who were diſtin- 
guiſhed from the multitude, and were rulers; who alſo con- 
tributed an hundred pound of gold, and five thouſand of fil- 


ls. T 
ed the 


-rmin; 
k prop 
tim 


exion Mer. By this means therefore the prieſts and the Levites, 
low ti ind a certain part of the entire people of the Jews that were 
rat wel in Babylon, came and dwelt in Jeruſalem, but the reſt of the 
0 ue multitude returned every one to their own countries. 
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CRAP. IV. 


nouls How the temple was built, while the Cutheans endeavoured in 
"WY vain to oblruft the work, 

ind po 

rs thre 


| 1, Now in the ſeventh month, after they were depart- 


es the ed out of Babylon, both Jeſhua the high prieſt, 
able ¶ aud Zorobabel the governor, lent meſſengers every way round 

ſheW bout ; and gathered thoſe that were in the country together 
* af to Jerufalem univerſally, who came very gladly thither. He 
id oug 


then built the altar on the ſame place it had formerly been 


S 4 = built, that they might offer the appointed ſacrifices upon it to 
her conf God, according the laws of Moſes. But while they did 
vere al this, they did not pleaſe the neighbouring nations, who all 
nd vl of them bear an ill-will to them. They alſo celebrated the 
u feaſt of tabernacles at that time, as the legiſlator had ordain- 


s beyof ed concerning it; and after they offered ſacrifices, and what 
way, Wf were called the daily ſacrifices, and the oblations proper for 
ervers @ the ſabbaths, and for all the holy feſtivals. 'Thoſe alſo that 
ern had made vows performed them, and offered their ſacrifices, 
000,0Y om the firſt day of the ſeventh month. They alſo began to 
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” 
build the temple, and gave a great deal of money to the ma. 
ſons, and to the carpenters, and what was neceſſary for the 
maintenance of the workmen. The Sidonians alſo were very 
willing and ready to bring the cedar trees from Libanus, to 
hind them together, and to make an united float of them, and 
to bring them to the port of Joppa, for that was what Cyrus 
had commanded at firſt, and what was now done at the com. 
mand of Darius. 

2. In the ſecond year of their coming to Jeruſalem, as the 
ſews were there in the ſecond month, the building of the 
temple went on apace : and when they had laid its founda. 
tions, on the firſt day of the ſecond month of that ſecond year, 
they ſet, as overſeers of the work, ſuch Levites as were full 
twenty years old; and Jefliua and his ſons, and brethern, 
and Cadmiel, the brother of Judas, the ſon of Aminadab, 
with his ſons ; and the temple, by the great diligence of thole 
that had the care of it, was finiſhed ſooner than any one 
would have expected. And when the temple was finiſhed, 
the prieſts, adorned with their accuſtomed garments, ſtood 
with their trumpets, while the Levites, and the ſons of Aſaph, 
ood and ſing hymns to God, according as David firſt of 
all appointed them to bleſs God. Now the prieſts, and Le- 
vites, and the elder part of the families, recolleQing with 
themſelves how much greater and more ſumptuous the old 
temple had been, ſeeing that now made how much inferior 
it was, on account of their poverty, to that which had been 
huilt of old, conſidered with themſelves how much their hap- 
py ſtate was funk below what it had been of old, as well as 
their temple. Hereupon they were diſconſolate, and not a- 
ble to contain their grief, and proceeded ſo far as to lament 
and ſhed tears on thoſe accounts; but the people in genera] 
were contented with their preſent condition, and becauſe they 
were allowed to build them a temple, they defired no more, 
and neither regarded, nor remembered, nor indeed at all tor- 
mented themſelves with the compariſon of that and the for- 
mer temple, as if this were below their expectations ; but the 
wailing of the old men, and of the prieſts, on account of the 
deficiency of this temple, in their opinion, if compared with 
that which had been demoliſhed, overcame the ſounds of the 
trumpets, and the rejoicing the people. 

3. But when the Samaritans, who were ſtill enemies to 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, heard the found of the 
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trumpets, they came running together, and deſired to know 
what was the occaſion of this tumult? And when they per- 
ceived that it was from the Jews, who had been carried cap- 
tive to Babylon, and were rebuilding their temple, they came 
to Zorobabel and to jeſhua, and to the heads of the farnlies; 
and deſired that they would give them leave to build the tem- 
ple with them, and to be partners with them in building it; 
for they ſaid, We worthip their God, and eſpecially pray to 
„him, and are deſirous of their religious tettlement, and 
this ever ſince Shalmanezer, the King of Aſſyria, tran{- 
« planted us out of Cuthah and Media, to this place.“ When 
they ſaid thus, Zorobabel, and Jeſhua the high prieſt, and 
the heads of the families of the Iſraelites, replied to them, 
That © it. was impoſſible for them to permit them to be their 
© partners, whilſt they [only] had been appointed to buill 
that temple at firſt by Cyrus, and now by Darius, although 
it was indeed lawful for them to come and worſhip there if 
« they pleaſed, and that they could allow them nothing but 
© that in common with them, which was common to them 
« with all other men, to come to their temple and worſhip 
God there.” 

4. When the Cutheans heard this, for the Samaritaus 
have that appellation, they had indignation at it, and per- 
ſuaded the nations of Syria to deſire of the governors, in the 
ſame manner as they had done formerly in the days of Cyrus, 
and again in the days of Cambyſes afterwards, to put a top 
to the building of the temple, and to endeavour to delay and 
protract the Jews in their zeal about it Now at this time 
Silinnes, the governor of Syria and Phenicia, and Sathra- 
buzanes, with certain others, came up to Jeruſaltem, and atk- 
ed the rulers of the Jews, © By whole grant it was that they 
„built the temple in this manner, fince it was more like to 
ea citadel than a temple ? and for what reaſon it was that 
they built cloiſters and walls, and thoſe ſtrong ones too, 
about the city?” To which Zorobabel, and Jeſhua the 
high prieſt, replied, © That they were the ſervants of God 
„ Almighty : that this temple was built for him by a King 
of theirs, that lived in great proſperity, and one that ex- 
© ceeded all men in virtue, and that it continued a long 
& time, but that, becauſe of their fathers impiety towards 
„God, Nebuchadnezzar, King of the Babylonians and of 
+ the Chaldeans, took their city by force, aud deſtroyed it, 
F t 2 : aud 
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and pillaged the temple, and burnt it down, and tran | 
* planted the people whom he had made captives, and re 
moved them to Babylon: that Cyrus, who, after him 
* was King of Babylonia and Perſia, wrote to them to built 
the temple, and committed the gifts, and veſſels, and 
* whatloever Nebuchadnezzar had carried out of it, to Zol 
* robabel, and Mithridates the treaſurer ; and gave order tg 
* have them carried to Jeruſalem, and to have them reftored 
to their own temple, when it was built; for he had ſent 
to them to have that done ſpeedily, and commanded Sa 
** nabaſlar to go up to Jerulalem, and to take care of the 
* building of the temple ; who upon receiving that epiſtle 
* from Cyrus came, and immediately laid its foundations : 


Book XI 


* this, it hath not yet been finiſhed, by reaſon of the malig. 
* nity of our enemies. 


„ ter,” 
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anſwer, Sifinnes, and thoſe that were with him, did not re- 
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foretold this to them. So, in dependance on thoſe prophets, 


termit one day. 


and in their epiſtle had accuſed the Jews, how they fortified 
the city, and built the temple more like to a citadel than to 


. — — 
= 


| | a temple ; and ſaid, that their doings were not expedient for 
4 the King's affairs; and beſides, they ſhewed the epiſtle of 
A Cambyſes. wherein he forbad them to build the temple : and 
1 when Darius thereby underſtood. that the reſtoration of je- 
ruſalem was not expedient for his affairs, and when he had 
read the epiſtle that was brought him from Siſinnes, and thoſe 
| that 


and although it hath been in building from that time to 


If therefore you have a mind, and 
* think it proper, write this account to Darius, that when 
* he hath conſulted the records of the kings, he may find} 
that we have told you nothing that is falſe about this mat- 


5. When Zorobabel and the high prieſt had made this} 


ſolve to hinder the building, until they had informed King 
Darius of all this. So they immediately wrote to him about 
theſe affairs; but as the Jews were now under terror, and 
afraid leſt the King ſhould change his reſolutions, as to the 
building of Jeruſalem, and of the temple, there were two 
prophets at that time among them, Haggai and Zecharizh, ! 
who encouraged them, and bid them be of good cheer, and | 
to ſuſpe& no diſcouragement from the Perſians, for that God 


they applied themſelves carneſtly to building, and did not in- 


| 6. Now Darius, when the Samaritans had written to him, 
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hat were with him, he gave order that what concerned the ſo 
aatters ſhould be fought for among the royal records. Where- 
pon a book was found at Echatara, in the tower that was 
un Media, wherein was written as follows: “ Cyrus the 
+ King, in the firſt year of his reigu, commanded that the 
* temple ſhould be built in Jeruſalem; and the altar in 
height threeſcore cubits, and its breadth of the farce, with 
three edifices of poliſhed tone, and one editice of flone of 
* their own country; and ke ordained, that the expences or 
„it ſhould be paid out of the King's revenue. He alſo con 
* manded, that the veſſels which Nebuchadnezzar lad pil- 
* Iaged [out of the temple], and had carried to Babylon, 
ſnould be reltored to the people of Jeruſalem; and tha: 
the care of thele things thould belong to Sanaballar the ge- 
* yernor and preſident of Syria and Phenicia, and to his 
* allociates, that they may not middle with that place, but 
* may permit the ſervants of God, the Jews, and their ru- 
„lers, to build the temple. He alio crdained that they 
* ſhould aſſiſt them in the work; and that they ſhould pay 
* to the Jews, out of the tribute of the country where they 
* were governors, on account of the ſacrifices, bulls, and 
rams, and lambs, and kids of the goats, and fine flower, 
* and oil, and wine, and all other things that the prieſts 
* ſhould ſuggeſt to them; and that they ſhould pray for the 
+* preſervation of the King aud of the Perſians : and that for 


'* fuch as tranſgreſſed any of theſe orders thus ſent to them, 


be commanded that they ſhould.be caught, and hung up- 
on a crols, and their ſubſtance confiſcated to the King's 
* uſe. He alſo prayed to God againſt them, that if any 
„One attempted to hinder the building of the temple, God 
„ would ſtrike him dead, and thereby reitrain his wicked- 


* neſs.” 


7. When Darius had found this book among the records 


of Cyrus, he wrote an anſwer to Siſinnes, and his aſſociates, 
whoſe contents were theſe : © King Darius to Siſinnes the 
„ goyernor, and to Sathrabuzanes, ſendeth greeting: Hav- 
ing found a copy of this epiſtle among the records of Cy- 
* rus, I have ſent it you; and I will that all things be done 
« as is therein written, Fare ye well.” So when Silinnes, 
and thoſe that were with him, underitood the intention of the 
King, they reſolved to follow his directions entirely tor, the 
time to come. So they forwarded the ſacred works, and 

| F 3 aſſiſtec 
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drim, and the ſtructure of the temple was with great diligenc 
brought to a concluſion, by the prophefies of Haggai an 
Zachariah, according to God's commands, and by the i 8 
junctions of Cyrus and Darius the kings. Now the templ$ 
was built in ſeven years time: And in the ninth year of thE 
reign of Darius, on the twenty-third day of the twelfth 
month, which is by us called Adar, but by the Macedonif 
ans Dy/trus, the prieſts, and Levites, and the other multif 
tude of the Iſraelites, offered ſacrifices, as the renovation ff 
their former proſperity after their captivity, and becauſe they 
had now the temple rebuilt, an hundred bulls, two hundred 
rams, four hundred lambs, and twelve kids of the goats, ac4 
cording. to the number of their tribes, (for ſo many are the 


the temple itſelf. 


8. And as the feaſt of unleavened bread was at hand, in} 
the firſt month, which according to the Macedonians is call. 
ed Aantbicut, but according to us Ni/an, all the people 
ran together out of the villages to the city, and celebrated the! 
teſtival, having purified themſelves, with their wives and chil- 
Eren, according to the law of their country; and they offer- 
ed the ſacrifice which was called the Paſſover, on the four- 
teenth day of the ſame month, and feaſted feven days, and} 
{pared for no coſt, but offered whole burnt-offerings to God, 
and performed ſacrifices of thankſgiving, becauſe God had 
led them again to the land of their fathers, and to the laws | 
thereto belonging, and had rendered the mind of the King | 
of Perſia favourable to them. So theſe men offered the 
largeſt ſacrifices on theſe accounts, and uſed great magni- | 


ficence in the worſhip of God, and dwelt in Jeruſalem, and 
made uſe of a form of government that was ariſtocratical, but 
mixed with an oligarchy, for the high prieſts were at the head 
of their affairs, until the poſterity of the Aſamoneans ſet up 
Kingly government; for before their captivity, and the diſſo- 
lution of their polity, they at firſt had kingly government from 


Saul and David, forfive hundred thirty-two years, fix months, | 


and ten days; but before thoſe kings, ſuch rulers governed 
them as were called,yJudges, and Monarchs, Under this 
form 


tribes of the Iſraelites), and this laſt for the fins of every 
tribe. The prieſts alſo, and the Levites, ſet the porters at 
every gate, according to the laws of Moſes. The Jews allof 
built the cloiſters of the inner temple that were round about? 
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orm of government they continued for more than f&ve hun- 
fred years, aſter the death of Moſes, and of Joſhua their 
commander. And this is the account I had to give of the 
Jews who had been carried into captivity, but were deliver- 
ed from it in the times of Cyrus and Darius, 

9. But the Samaritans being evil and enviouſly diſpo- 
ed to the Jews, wrought them many miſchiefs, by reliance 
n their riches, and by their pretence that they were allied 
to the Perſians, on account that thence they came; and what- 
bever it was that they were enjoined to pay the Jews by the 
King's order out of their tributes, for the ſacrifices, they 
would not pay it. They had alſo the governors favourable 
to them, and aſſiſting them for that purpoſe; nor did they 
ſpare to hurt them, either by themſelves, or by others, as far 
2s they were able. So the Jews determined to ſend an am- 
baJage to King Darius in favour of the people of Jeruſalem, 
and in order to accuſe the Samaritans, The ambaſtadors 
were Zorobabel, and four others of the rulers : and as ſoon 
as the King knew from the ambaſſadors the accuſations and 
complairts they brought againſt the Samaritans, he gave them 
n epiſtle to be carried to the governors and council of Sa- 
maria. The contents of which epiſtle were theſe : © King 
Darius to Tanganas, and Sambabas, the governors of the 
« Samaritans, to Sadraces, and Bobelo, and the reſt of their 
* fellow ſervants that are in Samaria: Zorobabel, Annani- 
as, and Mordecai, the ambaſſadors of the Jews, complain 
* of you, that you obſtru them in the building of the tem- 
„ple, and do not ſupply them with the expences which I 
* commanded you to do for the offering their ſacrifices. My 
„vill therefore is this, that upon the reading of this epiſtle, 
you ſupply them with whatſoever they want for their ſacri- 
« fices, and that out of the royal treaſury, of the tributes of 
*« Samaria, as the prieſt ſhall deſire, that they may not leave 
« off offering their daily ſacrifices, nor praying to God for 
me, and the Perſians.” And theſe were the contents of 


* that epiſtle.“ 
CH AF. 


* The hiſtory contained in this ſection is entirely wanting in all our 
copies both of Ezra and Etdras. 
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. 
How Xerxes, the fon of Darius, was well diſpoſed 10 ;, 


Jews : As alfo concerning Eſuras and Nehemiah. 


$ 1. Un the death of Darius, Xerxes his ſon too 

the kingdom, who, as he inherited his father 
kingdom, fo did he inherit his piety towards God, and h. 
nour of him; 1or he did all things ſuitably to his father re 
lating to divine worſhip, and he was exceeding friendly to th 
Jews. Now about this time, a fon of ſeſhua, whole nam 
was Joadcin, was the high prieſt, Moreover, there was not 
in Babylon a righteous man, and one that enjoyed a great re 
putation among the multitude: He was the principal prieſt 
the people, and his name was £/dras. He was very ſkilf 
in the laws of Moles, and was well acquainted with Kin 
Xerxes. He had determined to go up to Jeruſalem, an 
to take with him ſome of thoſe Jews that were in Babylon 
and he deiired that the King would give him an epiſtle to th 
governors of Syria, by which they might know who he way 
Accordingly the King wrote the following epiſtle to thoſe g. 
vernors : * Xerxes, King of kings, to Ezra the prieſt, ae read th 
* reader of the divine law, greeting: I think it agreeab!|Mut he k 
Ito that love which I bare to mankind, to permit thoſe of th Hioſe of h 
* Jewith nation that are fo diſpoſed, as well as thoſe of thMews had 
„ prieſts and Levites that are in our kingdom, to go tod what 
* gether to Jeruſalem. Accordingly I have given comman Hleaſed; 1 
for that purpoſe z and let every one that hath a mind go me to B 
* according as it hath feemed good to me, and to my ſeveſhut thent 
** counſellors, and this in order to their review of the affairountry, 
* of Judea, to ſee whether they be agreeable to the law offope ſubj 
God. Let them alfo take with them thoſe preſents whic{Cupbrate 
J and my friends have vowed, with all that filver and gol; e eſtima 
that is found in the country of the Babylonians, as dedicahpf prieſts 
* ted to God, and let all this be carried to Jeruſalem to Gofhcred le: 
* forſacrifices, Let it alſo be lawful for thee and thy breK the ca] 
** thren to make as many veſſels of ſilver and gold as thou pleaFtbree da; 
„ ſeſt. Thou ſhalt alſo dedicate thoſe holy veſſels whicWnake the 
have been given thee, and as many more as thou haſt might fu 
„mind to make, and ſhall take the expences out of theenemaes, 
King's treaſury. I have moreover written to the treaſuYbefore h 
* rers of Syria and Phenicia, that they take care of thold{crve. thi 

affair 
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affairs that Eſdras the prieſt and reader of the laws of 
God 1s ſent about. And that God may not be at all 
/ 19 engry with me, or with my children, I grant all that is 
5. neceſſary for ſacriſices to God, according to the law, 
s far as an hundred cori of wheat. And I enjoin you 
n tool not to lay any treacherous impoſition, or any tributes, 
lather upon their prieſts or Levites, or ſacred ſingers, or por- 
ind hq ters, or ſacred ſervants, or ſcribes of the temple. And 
ther rf do thou, O Eſdras, appoint judges according to the wil. 
y to tig dom [given thee] of God, and thoſe ſuch as underſtand 
& nau the law, that they may judge in all Syria and Phenicia ; 
as no and do thou inſtruct thoſe allo which are ignorant of it, 
eat ref that if any one of thy countrymen trunſgreſs the law of 
rieſt q God, or that of the King, he may be puniſhed, as not 
ſkilfq tranſgreſſing it out of ignorance, but as one that knows it 
King indeed, but boldly deſpiſes and contemns it; and ſuch may 
n, aui be puniſhed by death, or by paying fines. Farewell.“ 
ylon] 2. When Eſdras had received this epiſtle, he was very 
to tliþyful, and began to worſhip God, and confeſſed, that He 
1c Mahd been the cauſe of the King's great favour to him, and 
oe glat for the ſame reaſon he gave all the thanks to God. So 
lt, ane read the eꝑiſtle at Babylon to thoſe Jews that were there, 
ecab|Wut he kept the epiſtle itſelf, and ſent a copy of it to all 
of th 


of thFFews had underſtood what piety the King had towards God, 
go toad what kindneſs he had for Eſdras, they were all greatly 
man leaſed; nay many of them took their effects with them, and 
1d go ame to Babylon, as very defirous of going down to Jeruſalem : 


ſeveWut then the entire body of the people of Iſrael remained in that 


affairYrountry, wherefore there are but two tribes in Aſia and Eu- 
aw oFfope ſubject to the Romans, while the ten tribes are beyond 
whicWEEuphbrates till now, and are an immenſe multitude, and not to 
| golFþe eſtimated by numbers. Now there came a great number 


of prieſts, and Levites, and porters, and ſacred fingers, and 
acred ſervants, to Eſdras. So he gathered thoſe that were 
in the captivity together beyond Euphrates, and ſtayed there 
three days, and ordained a faſt for them, that they might 
vhicmake their prayers to God for their preſervation, that they 
aſt Mnight ſuffer no misfortunes by the way, either from their 
f tha enemies, or from any other ill accident; for Eſdras had ſaid 
ealuYbefore hand, that he had told the King, how God would pre- 
tholdrve. them, and ſo he had not thought fit to requeſt that he 
fair | would 
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would ſend horſemen to conduct them. So when they Never, 


finiſhed their prayers, they removed from Euphrates, ont 
twelfth day of the firſt month of the ſeventh year of 
reign of Xerxes, and they came to Jeruſalem on the f 
month of the ſame year. Now Eſdras preſented the ſacr 
money of the treaſurers, who were of the family of t 
ptieſts, of ſilver ſix hundred and fifty talents, veſſels 
filver one hundred talents, veſſels of gold twenty talen 
veſſels of braſs, that was * more precious than gold, twel 
talents by weight ; for theſe preſents had been made by t 
King, and his counſellors, and by all the Iſraelites th 
ſtayed at Babylon. So when Efdras had delivered thi 
things to the prieſts, he gave to God, as the appointed! 
crifices of whole burnt-offerings, twelve bulls, on accou 
of the common preſervation of the people, ninety rams, 3 
ſeventy-two lambs, twelve kids of the goats, for the 
miſſion of fins. He alſo delivered the King's epiſtle tot 
King's officers, and to the governors of Celeſyria and Ph 
nicia ; and as they were under a neceſſity of doing wh 
was enjoined by him, they honoured our nation, and we 
aſhtant to them in all their neceſſities. 

3. Now theſe things were truly done under the conduct 
Eſdras, and he ſucceeded in them, becauſe God eſteeme 
him worthy of the ſucceſs of his conduct, on account of h 
goodneſs and righteouſneſs : But ſome time afterward the 
came ſome perſons to him, and brought an accuſation again 
certain of the multitude, and of the prieſts, and Levites, wh 
had tranſgreſſed their ſettlement, and diffolved the laws « 
their country, by marrying ſtrange wives, and had broug! 
the family of the prieſts iuto confuſion. Theſe perſons deſire 
him to ſupport the laws, leſt God ſhould take up a gener 
anger againſt them all, and reduce them to a calamito 
condition again, Hereupon he rent his garment imme 
diately out of grief, and pulled off the hair of his head an 
beard, and caſt himſelf upon the ground, becauſe this crim 
had reached the principal men among the people ; and con 
ſidering that if he ſhould enjoin them to caſt out thei 
wives, and the children they bad by them, he ſhould not 
be hearkened to, he continued lying upon the ground 

However 

* Dr. Hudſon takes notice here, that this kind of braſs or copper 


or rather mixture of gold and brat3 or copper, was called aurichalcun 
and that this was of old eſteemed the moſt precious of al! metals. 
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owever, all the better ſort came running to him, who 
o themſelves wept, and partook of the grief he was un- 
r for what had been done. So Eſdras roſe up from the 
ound, and ſtretched out his hands towards heaven, and 
d, That © he was aſhamed to look towards it, becauſe 
of the fins which the people had committed, while they 
had caſt out of their memories what their fathers had un- 
dergone, on account of their wickedneſs: and he beſought 
God, who had ſaved a ſeed and a remnant out of the ca- 
lamity and captivity they had been in, and had reſtored 
them again to Jeruſalem, and to their own land, and had 
obliged the Kings of Perſia to have compaſſion on them, 
that he would alſo forgive them their ſins they had now 
committed, which, though they deſerved death, yet was 
it agreeable to the mercy of God to remit even to theſe 
the puniſhment due to them.“ 

1. After Eſdras had ſaid this, he left off praying; and 
then all thoſe that came to him with their wives and children 
ere under lamentation, one whoſe name was Jechonas, a 
rincipal man in Jeruſalem, came to him, and ſaid, that the 
ad ſinned in marrying ſtrange wives; and he perſuaded him 
b adjure them all to caſt thoſe wives out, and the children 
horn of them, and that thoſe ſhould be puniſhed who would 
ot obey the law. So Eſdras hearkened to this advice, ard 
nade the heads of the prieſts, and of the Levites, and of the 
Iaclites, ſwear, that they would put away thoſe wives and 
hildren, according to the advice of Jechontas. And when 
ie had received their oaths, he went in haſte out of the tem- 
ile into the chamber of Johenan, the ſon of Eliaſib, and as 
ze had hitherto taſted nothing at all for grief, ſo he abode 
here that day. And when proclamation was made, that all 
hoſe of the captivity ſhould gather themſelves together to Je- 
ſuſalem, and that thoſe that did not meet there in two or three 
days, ſhould be baniſhed from the multitude, and that their 
ſabſtance ſhould be appropriated to the uſes of the temple, 
iccording to the ſentence of the elders, thoſe that were of the 
ribes of Judah and Benjamin came together in three days, 
viz, on the twentieth day of the ninth month, which, accord- 
ing to the Hebrews, is called Tebeth, and according to the 
Macedonians, Ape/leus, Now as they were ſitting in the 
upper room of the temple, where the elders alſo were pre- 
ſent, but were uneaſy becauſe of the cold, Eidras Rood up, 


and accuſed them, and told them they bad ſinned in marry- 
| 188 
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ing wives that were not of their own nation; but that nd 
they would do a thing both pleaſing to God, and advantf 
geous to themſelves, if they would put thoſe wives awa 
Accordingly they all cried out, That © they would do f 


That however the multitude was great, and that the ſe 2 1 
&« ſon of the year was winter, and that this work would 1 0 Fed 
„ quire more than one or two days. Let their rulers ther 3 ent, 

& fore, [ſaid they], and thoſe that have married ſtrand} ©? © 
« wives, come hither at a proper time, while the elders ** ah 
© every place, that are in common to eſtimate the numbM)”.:*<* 

„of thoſe that have thus married, are to be there alſo 3 
Accordingly this was reſolved on by them; and they beg: a cher 
the inquiry after thoſe that had married ſtrange wives 0 aac. 
the firſt day of the tenth month, and continued the inquiry * wg 
the firſt day of the next month, and found a great many I: © es 2 
the poſterity-of Jeſhua the high prieſt, and of the prieſti 8 — 
and Levites, and Iſraelites, who had “ a greater regard es - 
the obſervation of the law than to their natural affectio "rc 
and immediately caſt out their wives, and the children, ka | 
which were born of them. And in order to appeaſe Gol?" 1 

they offered ſacrifices, and ſlew rams, as oblations to him * bens 


but it does not ſeem to me to be neceſſary to ſet down thM. uri 
names of theſe men. So when Eſdras had reformed thi} © 


ſin, about the marriages of the fore-mentioned perſons, ht 3 
reduced that practice to purity, ſo that it continued in tha 1 
ſtate for the time to come. og : 
5. Now when they kept + the feaſt of tabernacles in thM 3 
ſeventh month, and almoſt all the people were come togethet = 
A 6. Ne 


* This procedure of Ezra, and of the beſt part of the Jewiſh nation ed capti 
after their return from the Babyloniſh captivity, of reducing the Jewiſſivas Net 
marriages, once for all, to the ſtrictneſs of the law of Moſes, withou metrope 
any regard to the greatneſs of thoſe who had broken it, and withou 
regard to that natural affection or com 2aſſion for their heathen wives, 
and their children by them, which made it ſo hard for Ezra to correct 
it, deſerves greatly to be obſerved and imitated in all attempts for re- 
formation among Chriſtians, the contrary conduct having ever been the came fr 
bane. of true religion, both among Jews and Chriſtians, while political what ſt 
views, or human paſſions, or prudential motives, are ſuffered to take 4 
place inſtead of the divine laws, and ſo the bleſſing of God is forfeited, ruſalem 
and the church ſtill ſufſered to continue corrupt from one generation to Ve 
another. See chap. viii. { 2. | 

f This Jewiſh feaſt of tabernacles was imitated in ſeveral heathen Y , Thi 
ſolemnities, as Spanheim here obſerves and proves. He alſo farther Anoft Ii 
oblerves preſently, what great regard many heathens had to the mo- * 
numents of their forefathers, as Nehemiah had here, 9 6. 


entering 
in the F 
hence 


Cuay. V. 


OK N 


o it, they went up to the open part of the temple, to the 
gate which looked eaſtward, and defired of Eſdras that the 
laws of Moles might be read to them. Accordingly he flood 


at no | 
Ivan 


Boe in the midſt of the multitude, and read them; and this he 
he f lid from morning to noon. Now by hearing the laws read 
ald: to them, they were inſtructed to be righteous men for the 


preſent, and for the future; but as for their paſt offences, 
they were diſpleaſed at themſelves, and proceeded to ſhed 
tears on their account, as conſidering with themſelves, that 
if they had kept the law, they hed endured none of theſe 
miieries which they had experienced. But when Eſdras 


ther 
ſtran 0 
ders ( 


numbe 


1 aw them in that diſpoſition, he bade them go home, and 
ves ot weep, for that it was a feſlival, and that they ought 
wiry wt to weep thereon, for that it was 8 not lawful lo to do. 
pany { He exhorted them rather to proceed immediately to feaſt- 
pries and to do what was ſuitable to a feaſt, and what was 


ard os <cable to a day of joy, but to let their repentance and 
OO 0 for their former fins be a, ſecurity and a guard to 
hildrell hem, that they fell no more into the like offences. 80 
Gon Efdras's exhortation, they began to {-aſts and when 
e Go? ' . . . 

\ him ey had fo done for eight days, in their tabernacles, they 
vn thdeparted to their own homes, ſinging hymns to God, and 
d chi rturning thanks to Eſdras, for his reformation of what 
: corruptions had been introduced into their ſettlement. So 


my t came to paſs, that after he had obtained this reputation 
_— among the people, he died an old man, and was buried in 
in tha magnificent manner at Jeruſalem. About the ſame time 
oethe MI” bappened allo, that Joacim the high prieſt died; and his 
8 * bn Eliaſib ſucceeded in the high prieſthood. | 


6. Now there was one of thoſe Jews that had been carri- 
\ nation Med captive, who was cup-bearer to King Xerxes; his name 
> Jewillnas Nehemiah. As this man was walking before Sula, the 
withoutſſmetropolis of the Perſians, he heard ſome ſtrangeis that were 


Ru entering the city after a long journey, ſpeaking to one another 

corre Min the Hebrew tongue, fo he went to them, and aſked them, 
for re- I hence they came? and when their zniwer was, that they 
on came from Judea, he began to inquire of them again, in 
PO 1041 


what ſtate the multitude was? and in what condition je— 


to take . 0 

1 ruſalem was? and when they replied, that they were in 
ation to Vor. IL G g A 
1 * This rule of Ezra's, not to faſt on a feſtival day, is quoted in the 


88 Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, B. V. as obtaining among Chriſtians allo. 
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a * bad Nate, for that their walls were thrown down to the 


ground, and that the neighbouring nations did a great dealf 
of miſchief to the Jews, while in the day time they over- 
ran the country, and pillaged it, and in the night did them} 


miſchief, inſomuch that not a few were led away captive 


out of the country, and out of Jeruſalem itſelf, and that! 


the roads were in the day-time found full of dead men. 
Hereupon Nehemiah ſhed tears, out of commiſeration of 
the calamities of his countrymen : And looking up to hea- 
ven, he ſaid, How long, O Lord, wilt thou overlook} 
* our nation, while it ſuffers ſo great miſeries, and while 
«© we are made the prey and the oil of all men?” And 


while he ſtayed at the gate, and lamented thus, one told} 


him, that the King was going to fit down to ſupper ; ſo he 
made haſte, and went, as he was, without waſhing himſelf, 
to miniſter to the King in his office of cup-bearer ; But 
as the King was very pleaſant after ſupper, and more cheer- 
ful than uſual, he caſt his eyes on Nehemiah, and ſeeing 
bim look ſad, he aſked him, why he was ſad ? whereupon 
he prayed to God to give him favour, and afford him the 
power of perſuading by his words; and ſaid, © How can I, 
O King, appear otherwiſe than thus, and not be in trou- 
ble, while I hear that the walls of Jeruſalem, the city 
** where are the ſepulchres of my fathers, are thrown down 
to the ground, and that its gates are conſumed by fire; 
but do thou grant me the favour to go and build its wall, 
and to finiſh the building of the temple.” Accordingly 
the King gave him a ſignal, that he frecly' granted him 
what he aſked; and told him, that he ſhould carry an epil- 
tle to the governors, that they might pay him due honour, 
and afford him whatſoever aſſiſtance he wanted, and as he 
pleaſed, * Leave off thy ſorrow then, ſaid the King, and 
be cheerful in the performance of thy office hereafter.” 
So Nehemiah worſhipped God; and gave the King thanks 
for his promiſe, and cleared up his ſad and cloudy counte- 
nance, by the pleaſure he had from the King's promiſes. 

Accordingly 


* This miſerable condition of the Jews, and their capital, muſt have 
been after the death of Ezra, their former goverrior, and before Ne- 
hemiah came with his commiſſion to build the walls of Jeruſalem : 
Nor is that at all diſagreeable to theſe hiſtories in Joſephus, fince Ezra 
came on the th, and Nehemiah not till the 25th of Xerxes, at the in- 
terval of 18 years, 
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Accordingly the King called for him the next day, and 
gave him an epiſtle to be carried to Adeus the governor 
of Syria and Phenicia, and Samaria; wherein he ſent to 
him to pay due honour to Nehemiah, and to ſapply him 
with what he wanted for his building. 

7. Now when he was come to Babylon, and had taken 
with him many of his countrymen, who voluntarily followed 
him, he came to Jeruſalem in the twenty and fifth year of 
the reign of Xerxes: And when he had ſhewn the * epiltles 
to God, he gave them to Adeus, and to the other governors, 
Healſo called together all the people to Jeruſalem, and ftood 
in the midſt of the temple, and made the following ſpeech to 
them: © You know, O Jews, that God hath kept our fa- 
„ thers, Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, in mind continual- 
« ly; and for the fake of their righteouſneſs hath not leſt 
off the care of you: Indeed he hath aſſiſted me in gainin 
„this authority of the King to raiſe up our wall, and finiſh 
i* what is wanting of the temple. I defire you therefore, who 
* well know the ill-will our neighbouring nations bear to us, 
and that when once they are made ſenſible that we are in 
« earneſt about building, they will come upon us; and con- 
* trive many ways of obſtructing our works, that you wilt, 
in the firſt place, put your truſt ja God, as in him that 
* will affifl us againſt their hatred, and to intermit building 
* neither night nor day, but to uſe all diligence, and to hat- 
ten on the work, now we have this eſpecial opportunity 
for it.” When he had ſaid this, he gave order that the 
rulers ſhould meaſure the wall, and part the work of it 
among the people, according to their villages and cities, 
as every one's ability ſhould require. And when he had 
added this promiſe, that he himſelf, with his ſervants, would 
aſſiſt them, he diſſolved the afſembly. So the Jews prepared 
for the work : That is the name they are called by from the 
day that they came up from Babylon, which is taken from 
the tribe of Judah, which came firſt to theſe places, and 
thence both they and the country gained that appellation. 

G g 2 8. But 


This ſhewing King Xerxes's epiſtles to God, or laying them open 
before God in the temple, is very like the laying open the epiſtles of 
Sennacherib before him alſo by Hezekiah, 2 Kings xix. 14. Iſa. xxxvii. 
14. although this laſt was for a memorial, to put him in mind of the 
enemies, in order to move that divine compaſſion, and the preſent as a 
token of gratitude for mercies already received, as Havercamp well ob- 
leryes on this place. 
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8. But now when the Ammonites, and Moabites, and 
Samaritans, and all that inhabited Celeſyria, heard that the 
building went on apace, they took it hainoully, and proceed | 
ed to lay ſnares for them, and to hinder their intentions) 
They alſo flew many of the Jews, and fought how they might 
deſtroy Nekemiah himſelf, by hiring ſome of the foreigners, 
to kill him. They alſo put the Jews in fear, and diſturbed® 
them, and ſpread abroad rumours, as if many nations were 
ready to make an expedition again(t them, by which means 
they were harraffed, and had almoſt left off the building: 
But none of theſe things could deter Nehemiah from being 
diligent about the work; he only ſet a number of men about 
him as a guard to his body, and ſo unweariedly perſevered 
therein, and was inſenſible of any trouble, out of his deſire 
to perfect this work. And thus did he attentively, and with 
great forecaſt, take care of his own ſafety, not that he feared? 
death, but out of this perſuaſion, that if he were dead, the 
walls for his citizens would never be raiſed. He alſo gave 
orders, that the bailders ſhould keep their ranks, and have 
their armour on while they were building. Accordingly the 
malon had his ſword on, as well as he that brought the mate- 
rials for building. He alſo appointed that their ſhields ſhould} 
lie very near them; and he placed trumpeters at every five 
hundred feet, and charged them, that if their enemies appear- 
ed they ſhould give notice of it to the people, that they might 
ght iu their armour, and their enemies might not fall upon 
them naked. He alſo went about the compals of the city by 
night, being never difcouraged, neither about the work itſelf, 
vor about his own diet and ſleep, for he made no uſe of thoſe} 


things for his pleaſure, but out of neceſſity. And this trou- 


Lle he underwent for “ two years and four months: for in} 


ſo | 8 


* It may not be very improper to remark here, with what an un- 
ulual accuracy Joſephus determines theſe years of Xerxes, in which the 
walls of Jeruſalem were built, viz. that Nehemiah came with his com- 
iniſhon in the 25th of Xerxes; that the walls were two years tour r 


in building; and that they were fini! hach on the 28th of Xerxes, \ 7, 8, 
It may aliv be remarked farther, at Joſephus hardly ever mentions 


more than cnc infallible aftronomical character, I mean an eclipſe of the 


moon, and this a little before the death of Herod the Creat, Antiq. B, 
XVII. ch. vi. 4. vol. IV. Now on theſe two chronological characters 
in great meaſure depend ſome of the moſt important points belonging 

to Ubriſtiunity, vie, the explication of Daniel's 79 weeks, and the du- 
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ſo long a time was the wall built, in the twenty- eighth year 
of the reign of Xerxes, in the ninth month. Now when the 
walls were finiſhed, Nehemiah and the multitude offered ſa- 
crifices to God for the building of them, and they continued 
in feaſting eight days. However, when the nations which 
dwelt in Syria heard that the building of the wall was fin:ſh- 
ed, they had indignation at it : But when Nehemiah ſaw that 
the city was thin of people, he exhorted the prieſts, and the 
Levites, that they would leave the country, and remove 
themſelves to the city, and there continue; and he built 
them houſes at his own expences : and he commanded that 
part of the people which were employed in cultivating the 
land to bring the tithes of their fruits to Jeruſalem, that 
the prieſts and Levites having whereof they might live per- 
petually, and might not leave. the divine worſhip z who 
willingly hearkened to the conſtitutions of Nehemiah, by 
which means the city Jeruſalem came to be fuller of people 
than it was before. So when Nehemiah had done many 
other excellent things, and things worthy of commendation, 
in a glorious manner, he came to a great age, and then 
died. He was a man of a good and a righteous diſpoſition, 
and very ambitious to make his own nation happy: and 
he hath left the walls of Jeruſalem as an eternal monument 


for himſelf, Now this was done in the days of Xerxes. 


c HA P. VI. 


Concerning Eſther, and Mordecai, and Haman : And how, 
in the reign of Artaxerxes, the whole nation of the Jews 


was in danger of periſhing. 


\ 1. Arrrs the death of Xerxes, the kingdom came to 
be transferred to his ſon Cyrus, whom the Greeks 
called Artaxerxes, When this man had obtained the go- 
vernment over the Perſians, the whole * nation of the Jews, 
| Gg 3 with. 


ration of our Saviour's miniſtry, and: the time of his death, in corre- 
ſpondence to theſe 0 weeks. See the Supplement to the Lit. Accomp. 
of Proph. p. 72. 5 : | : 

* Since ſome ſceptical perſons are willing to diſcard this book ot 
Eſther as no true hiſtory ; and even our learned and judicious Dr. Wall, 
in his late poſthumous critical notes upon all the other Hebrew books 
of the Old Teſtament, gives us none upon the Canticles, or upon 


Eſther, and ſeems thereby to give up this book, as well as he gives up 
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with their wives aud children, were in danger of periſhing $ 
the occaſion whe:c51 we ſhall declare in a little time, for ig 
is proper, in the fir place, to explain ſomewhat relating to 


this King, and how he came to marry a Jewiſh wife, whe 
was herſelf of the royal family alſo, and who is related to have 
ſaved our nation; for when Artaxerxes bad taken the king 
dom, and had ſet governors over the hundred twenty and ſeve 


provinces, from India even unto Ethiopia, in the third year 


of his reign, he made a coſtly feaſt for his friends, and for 
the nations of Perſia, and for their governors, ſuch an one a 
was proper for a King to make, when he had a mind to make 
2 public demon: ration of his riches, and this for a hundred 
and fourſcore days; after which he made a feaſt for other 


nations, and for their ambaſſadors, at Shuſhan, for ſeven days. 


Now this feaſt was ordered after the manner following: He 


cauſed a tent to be pitched, which was ſupported by pillars off 


gold and ſilver, with curtains of linen and purple ſpread over 
them, that it might afford room for many ten thouſands to fit 
down. "The cups with which the waiters miniſtered were of 
gold, and adorned with precious ſtones, for pleaſure and for 
light. He alſo gave order to the ſervants, that they. ſhould 
not force them to drink, by bringing them wine continually, 
as is the practice of the Perſians, but to permit every one of 


the gueſts to enjoy themſelves according to his own inclina-} 


, tion. 


the Canticles, as indefenſible-; I. fhall venture to fay, that almoſt al! 
the objections againſt this book of Eſther are gone at once, if, as we 
certainly ought to do, and as Dean Prideaux has juſtly done, we place 
this hiſtory under Artaxerxes Longimanus, as doth both the Septuagint 
Interpreters and Joſephus. The learned Dr. Lee, in his poſthumous 


diſſertation on the ſecond book of Eſdras, p. 25. alſo ſays, That the 
truth of this hiſtory is demonſtrated by the feaſt of Purim, kept up 


* 


from that time to this very day: And this ſurpriſiug providential re- 
evolution in favour of a captive people, thereby conſtantly comme- 
morxated, ſtandeth even upon a firmer baſis than. that there ever was 
** ſuch a man as King Alexander [the Great] in the world, of whoſe 
reign there is no ſuch abiding monument at this day to be found any 
** where, Nor will they, I dare ſay, who quarrel at this,.or any other 
of the ſacred hiſtories, find it a very eaſy matter to reconcile the dif- 
ſerent accounts which were given by hiſtorians of the affairs of this 
King, or to confirm any one fact of his whatever with the. ſame evi- 
** dence which is here given for the principal fact in the facred book, 
or even ſo much as to prove the exiſtence of ſuch a perſon, of whom 
ſo great things are related, but upon granting this book of Eſther, or 
« ſixth of Eſdras, (as it is placed in ſome of the moſt ancient copies 
of the vulgate), to be a moſt true and certain hiſtory,” Oc. 
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hing on. Moreover, he ſent meſſengers through the country, 
for ind gave order, that they ſhould have a remiſſion of their 
ing tohbours, and fhould keep a feſtival many days, on account 
„ whoWht his kingdom. In like manner, did Vaſhti the Queen 


> haveMrather her gueſts together, and made them a feaſt in the 


KingFMhilace. Now the King was defirous to ſhew her, who ex- 
leveniMiceded all other women in beauty, to thoſe that feaſted 
d yearrith him, and ſent ſome to command her to come to his. 
nd forraſt. But ſhe, out of regard to the laws of the Pertians, 


one asFhich “ forbid the wives to be ſeen by ſtrangers, did not 


maße to the King; and though he oftentimes ſent the eunuchs 
ndredMo her, the did nevertheleſs ſtay away, and refuſed to come, 
other! the King was ſo much irritated, that he brake up the 
days. Watertainment, and roſe up, and called for thoſe ſeven who 


g: Heid the interpretation of the laws committed to them, and 
lars ofccuſed his wife, and ſaid, that he had been affronted by 
d overWer, becauſe when the was frequently called by him to his 
to ſit Feaſt, ſhe did not obey him once. He therefore gave or- 
ere offer, that they ſhould inform him what could be done by 
nd for he law againſt her. So one of them, whoſe name was 
bould Wlemucan, ſaid, That © this affront was offered not to him 
ually, W alone, but to all the Perſians, who were in danger of lead- 
dne of ing their lives very ill with their wives, if they mult be 
clma-M thus deſpiſed by them; for that none of their wives would 
tion. have any. reverence for their huſbands, if they had ſuch an 
example of arrogance in the Queen towards thee, who ru- 
leſt over all.“ Accordingly he exhorted him to puniſh her, 
ho had been guilty of ſo great an affront to him, after a ſe- 
ere manner; and when he had ſo done. to publiſh to the na- 
ions What had been decreed. about the Ougen, So the re- 
ſolution 


oft al! 
as we 
e place 
uagint 
mmous 
the 
ept up | 
tial re- If the Chaldee paraphraſt be in the right, that Artaxerxes intend- 
omme- to ſhew Vaſhti to his gueſts naked, it is no wonder at all that ſhe 
er was Would not ſubmit to ſuch an indignity ; but {till if it were not ſo grols 
whoſe I that, yet it might, in the King's cups, be done in a way fo indeeent, 
id any I the Perſian laws would not then bear no more than the common 
other Wis of modeſty. And that the King had ſome ſuch deſign, ſeems not 
he dif- Wnprobable; for otherwiſe the principal of theſe royal gueſts could be 
of this Wo ſtrangers to the Queen, nor unappriſed of her beauty, fo tar as de- 
ae evi- Werncy admitted. However, fince Providence was now paving the way 
book, Wir the introduction of a Jewels into the King's affections, in order to 
whom ring about one of the moſt wonderful deliverances which the Jewiſh 
zer, or Ir any nation ever had, we need not be farther ſolicitous about the 
copies Motives by which the King was induced to divorce Vaſhti, and marry 
Lther, 
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digni 


Bd the principal men of the nations, for a whole month, on 
count of this his marriage. Accordingly Eſther came to 


10t ways royal palace, and be ſet a diadem on her head: And thus 
dmit Was Eſther married, without making known to the King 
ing it What nation ſhe was derived from. Her uncle alſo removed 
 frienWom Babylon to Shuſhan, and dwelt there, being every day 
mory out the palace, and inquiring how the damſel did, for he 
to {ered her as though the had been his own daughter, 

out z. Now the King had made * a law, that none of his own 
like People ſhould approach him unleſs he were called, when he 
ould Wt upon his throne; and men, with axes in their hands, 


dneſs 
> plac 
rſuad 
rlons 


jood round about his throne, in order to puniſh ſuch as ap- 
toached to him without being called. However, the Kin 

t with a golden ſceptre in his hand, which he held out 
hen he had a mind to fave any one of thoſe that approached 


ole ti him without being called; and he who touched it was 
mber ee from danger. But of this matter we have diſcourſed 
] a daWittciently. 

ſhe 4. Some time after this [two eunuchs] Bigthan and Te- 
her uiW:h plotted againſt the King: and Barnabazus, the ſervant 
ain, a one of the eunuchs, being by birth a Jew, was acquainted 


Now 
was t 
er CO 
on he 
the c: 
odou 
er bo 

for 


th their conſpiracy, and diſcovered it to the Queen's un- 
e; and Mordecai, by the means of Eſther, made the con- 
irators known to the King. This troubled the King, a2 
e diſcovered thetruth, and hanged the eunuchs upon a crols, 
hile at that time he gave no reward to Mordecai, who had 
een the occaſion of his preſervation. He only bid the ſcribes 
o ſet down bis name in the records, and bid him ſtay in the 
alace, as an intimate friend of the King's. « 


nndrel 5, Now there was one Haman, the ſon of Amedatha, by 
1 ſuffi @irth an Amalekite, that uſed to go in to the King; and the 


now reigners and Perſians worſhipped him, as Artaxerxes had 
ne Ki bmmanded that ſuch honour ſhould be paid to him; but 
he ſeMWloredcai was ſo wiſe, and fo obſervant of his own country's 
to hit laws, 
damſe ; 

| kept * Herodotus ſays, that this Jaw [againſt any one's coming uncalled 
ſeven the King's of Perſia when they were fitting on their thrones] was firſt 
C nated by Deioces,] i. e. by him who firſt withdrew the Medes from 
ent ae dominion of the Aſſyrians, and bimſelf firſt reigned over them}. 
 natiofMkus alſo, ſays Spanheim, flood guards, with their axes, about the 
is malſflirone of Tenus, or Tenudus, that the offender might by them bg 
Med niſhed immediately. 
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laws, that he would not * worſhip the man. When Ham 
obſerved this, he inquired whence he came? and when | 
underſtood that he was a Jew, he had indignation at hi 


writing 
tained t 
to my d 
that is 1 


and ſaid within himſelf, That * whereas the Perfians, w but hay 
© were free men, worſhipped him, this man, who was il their p 
„better than a ſlave, does not vouchſafe to do ſo,” At might e 
when he deſired to puniſh Mordecai, he thought it too m cherea: 
a thing to requeſt of the King that he alone might be puniſi account 
ed; he rather determined to aboliſh the whole nation, for W eſteem, 
was naturally an enemy to the Jews, becauſe the nation fidelity 
the Amalekites, of which he was, had been deſtroyed WS ,atured 
them. Accordingly he came to the King, and accuſed theij to our! 
ſaying, © There is a certain wicked nation, and it is diſpe condud 
* {ed over all the habitable earth that was under his don, diſpot 
* nion; a nation ſeparate from others, unſociable, neithW tat all 
admitting the ſame ſort of divine worſhip that others di hath in 
nor uſing Jaws like to the laws of others; at enmity wil dren, a 
* thy people, and with all men, both in their manners ani fer pity 
„ practices. Now if thou wilt be a benefactor to thy ſubjeAyi this I \ 
* thou wilt give order to deſtroy them utterly, and not lea twelfth 
the leaſt remains of them, nor preſerve any of them eith have er 
for ſlaves, or for captives.” But that the King might n may be 
be damnified by the loſs of the tributes which the Jews pa after. 
him, Haman promiſed to give him out of his own eſtate fo to thi 
ty thouſand talents whenſoever he pleaſed; and he ſaid, Nie aboli! 
would pay this money very willingly, that the kingdo ; and t 


might be freed from ſuch a misfortune. r. Ac. 
6. When Haman had made this petition, the King bo ſting 1 
forgave him the money, and granted him the men, to do vs in di 
he would with them. So Haman, having gained what | 7. No 
deſired, ſent out immediately a decree, as from the Kin. rent h 
to all nations, the contents whereof were theſe : “ Artaxe don his 
* xes the great King, to the rulers of the hundred twen 
and ſeven provinces, from India to Ethiopia, ſends th 
© writing 


nation | 
ed. 

alace, 4 
o into 10 
ews tha 
ubliſhec 
alamiti1« 
erſons | 
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* Whether this adoration required of Mordecai to Haman were 
him deemed too like the adoration due only to God, as Joſephus ſee 
here to think, as well as the Septuagint interpreters alſo, by the 
tranſlation of Eſth. xiii. 12, 13, 14, or whether he thought he ou 
to pay no ſort of adoration to an Amalekite, which. nation had be 
ſuch great ſinners as to have been univerſally devoted to deſtruction | 
God himſelf, Exod. xvii. 14, 15, 16. 2 Sam. xv. 18. or whether bo 
cauſes concurred, cannot now, I doubt, be entirely determined. 
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writing: Whereas I have governed many nations, and ob- 
tained the dominions of all the habitable earth, according 
to my deſire, and have not been obliged to do any thing 


OOK A 


Ham 


when } 


at hiq that is inſolent or cruel to my ſubjects by ſuch my power, 
ns, un but have ſhewed myſelf mild and gentle, by taking care of 
„Was i their peace and good order, and have ſought how they 

iS might enjoy thoſe bleſſings for all time to come. And 
35 im; whereas I have been kindly informed by Haman, who, on 
* account of his prudence, and juſtice, is the firſt in my 
tor eſteem, and in dignity, and only ſecond to myſelf, for his 
arion oh fidelity and conſtant good-will to me, and there is an ill- 
T7 WF natured nation intermixed with all mankind, that is averſe 
d the to our laws, and not ſubje& to kings, and of a different 
s diſpeſſ conduct of life from others, that hateth monarchy, and of 
8 do TT 2 diſpoſition that is pernicious to our affairs, I give order 
neithſ that all theſe men, of whom Haman, our ſecond father, 
hers d path informed us, be deſtroyed, with their wives and chil- 
ty WY dren, and that none of them be ſpared, and that none pre- 
oh au fer pity to them before obedience to this decree. And 
uDJcc this I will to be executed on the fourteenth day of the 


0. 8 twelfth month of this preſent year, that ſo when all that 
n cn have enmity to us are deſtroyed, and this in one day, we 


ight n may be allowed to lead the reſt of our lives in peace here- 
es Pal after.“ Now when this decree was brought to the cities, 
tate fo to the country, all were ready for the deſtruction and en- 
ſaid, e aboliſhment of the Jews, againſt the day before mention» 
k1ngdol ; and they were very haſty about it at Shuſhan in particu- 


r. Accordingly the King and Haman ſpent their time in 
aſting together with good cheer and wine, but the city 
as in diſorder. 

. Now when Mordecai was informed of what was done, 
1e Kin. rent his cloaths and put on ſackcloth, and ſprinkled aſhes 
\rtaxF:on his head, and went about the city, crying out, That © a 
| twen@ nation that had been injurious to no man was to be deſtroy- 
nds US ed.“ And he went on ſaying thus as far as to the King's 
Writ S.lace, and there he ſtood, for it was not lawful for him to 
o into it in that habit. The ſame thing was done by all the 
lews that were in the ſeveral cities wherein this decree was 
ubliſhed, with lamentation and mourning, on account of the 
alamities denounced againſt them. But as ſoon as certain 
erſons had told the Queen, that Mordecai ſtood before the 
ourt in a mourning habit, ſhe was diſturbed at this Nen 
an 
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and ſent out ſuch as ſhould change his garments ; but whe 
he could not be induced to put off his ſackcloth, becaule t 
ſad occaſion that forced him to put it on was not yet ceaſe 
ſhe called the eunuch Acratheus, for he was then preſe 
and ſent him to Mordecai, in order to know of him what ſe 
accident had befallen him, for which he was in mournin 
and would not put off the habit he had put on at her defir 
Then did Mordecai inform the eunuch of the occaſion of 
mourning, and of the decree which was ſent by the King i 
to all the country, and of the promiſe of money whereby H 
man bought the deſtruction of their nation. He allo gay 
him a copy of what was p:ivclaimed at Shuſhan to be carrie 
to Efther ; and he charged her to petition the King aboutt 
matter, and not to think it a diſhonourable thing in her t 
put on an humble habit, for the ſafety of her nation, where 
ſhe might deprecate the ruin of the Jews, who were in dit 
ger of it; for that Haman, whoſe dignity was only inferie 
to that of the King's, had accuſed the Jews, an. had irrit 
ted the King againſt them. When ſhe was informed of thi 
ſhe ſent to Mordecai again, and told him, that ſhe was ne 
called by the King, and that he who goes in to him witho 
being called is to be lain, unleſs when he is willing to fa 
any one he holds out his golden fceptre to him; but th 
to whomſoever he does fo, although he go in without ben 
called, that perſon is ſo far from being lain, that he obtait 
pardon, and is entirely preſerved. Now vken the eunud 
carried this meſiage from Eſther to Morde. bie bad him: 
ſo tell her, that ſhe muſt not only provide for her own pre 
ſervation, but for the common preſervation of her nation, fc 
that if ſhe now negleRed this opportunity, there would ce 
tainly ariſe help to them from God ſome other way, but (| 
and her fether's houſe would be deſtroyed by thoſe whom 
now deſpiſed. But Eſther ſent the very ſame eunuch ba 
to Mordecai, [to defire him] to go to Shuſhan, and to ge 
ther the Jews that were there together to a congregatio! 
and to faſt, and abſtain from all ſorts of food on her accoun 
and to [let him know that] ſhe with her maidens would d 
the ſame; and then ſhe promiſed that ſhe would go to th 
King, though it were againſt the law, and that if the mu 
die for it ſhe would not refuſe it. 

8. Accordingly Mordecai did as Eſther had enjoine 
him, and made the people faſt; and he beſought God, toge 
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ut whether with them,“ Not to overlook his nation, particularly at 
auic ti this time, when it was going to be deſtroyed, but that, as 
cealeſß“ he had often before provided for them, and forgiven, when 
preſemi they had ſinned, ſo he would now deliver them from that 
hat (fl deſtruction which was denounced againſt them; for althc? 


ourninM* it was not all the nation that had offended, yet muſt they 
r defi ſo ingloriouſly be ſlain, and that he was himſelf the occ:- 
Mn of "9 fion of the wrath of Haman, becauſe, ſaid he, I did net 
King ys worſhip him nor could 1 endure to pay that honour to 
eby HF him which I uſed to pay to thee, O Lord; for upon that 
lo ga his anger hath he contrived this preſent miſchief againit 
9 thoſe that have not tranſgreſſed thy laws.” The ſame ſup- 
out th 


jlications did the multitude put up; and entreated that God 
1 her Would provide for their deliverance, and free the Iſraelites, 
wher that were in all the earth, from this calamity which was now 
in dit coming upon them, for they had it before their eyes, and ex- 
inferie pected its coming. Accordingly Eſther made ſupplication to 
d ir rig God after the manner of her country, by caſting herſelf down 
| of thi upon the earth, and putting on her mourning garments, and 
was 1hidding farewell to meat and drink, and all delicacies, for 
withollree day's time; and ſhe entreated God to have mercy upon 
to fa ber, and make her words appear perſuaſive to the King, and 
ut thErender her countenance more beautiful than it was before, 
ut bei mat both by her words and beauty ſhe might ſucceed, for the 


 obtait werting of the King's anger, in caſe he were at all irritated 
15 4 gainſt her, and for the conſolation of thoſe of her own coun- 
im 2 


try, now they were in the utmoſt danger of periſhing; as alſo 
g that he would excite an hatred in the King againit the ene- 
ion, \finies of the Jews, and thoſe that had contrived their future 
uld ceſſfaeſtruction, if they proved to be contemned by him. 

but f 9. When Efther had uſed this ſupplication for three days, 


wn pre 


hom ſill, p'it of thoſe garments, and changed her habit, and a- 
ch bac dorned herſelf as became a queen, and took two of her hand- 
d to 8M naids with her, the one of which ſupported her, as ſhe gent- 


egatiolly leaned upon her, and the other followed after, and lift 
zecounſup her large train (which ſwept along the ground), with the 
ould des tremeties of her fingers: And thus ſhe came to the King, 
9 having a bluſhing redneſs in her countenance, with a plea- 
he mu; agreeablenels in her behaviour, yet did ſhe go in to him 
. Avich fear; and as ſoon as ſhe was come over againſt him, as 
none}. was fitting an his throne, in his royal apparel, which was 


d, toga, garment interwoven with gold and precious ſtones, which 
gethe Vo... II, H h made 
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made him ſeem to her more terrible, eſpecially when he look 
ed at her ſomewhat ſeverely, and with a countenance on f 
with anger, her joints failed her immediately, out of t 
dread ſhe was in, and ſhe fell down ſideways in a ſwoon 
but the King changed his mind, which happened, as I ſup 
poſe, by the will of God, and was concerned for his wif 
leſt her fear ſhould bring ſome very ill thing upon her, an 
he leaped from his throne, and took her in his arms, and re 
covered her, by embracing her,.and ſpeaking comfortably 
her, and exhorting her to be of good cheer, and not to ſu 
pect any thing that was ſad on account of her coming to hi 
without being called, becauſe that law was made for ſubjeq 
but that ſhe, who was a _ as well as he a. King, mig 
be entirely ſecure: and as he ſaid this, he put the ſceptre i 
to her hand, and laid his rod upon her neck, on account « 
the law; and ſo freed her from her fear. And after ſhe ha 
recovered herſelf by theſe encouragements, ſhe ſaid, M 
* Lord, it is not eaſy for me, on the ſudden, to ſay what hat 
happened, for as {oon as I ſaw thee: to be great, and come 
« ly, and terrible, my ſpirit departed from.me,. and I ha 
{© no ſoul left in me.” And while it was with difficult 
and in a low voice, that ſhe could ſay thus much, the Kin 
was in a great agony and diſorder, and encouraged Eſther t 
be of good cheer, and to expect better fortune, fince he w 
ready, if occaſion ſhould require it, to grant to. her-the ha 
of his kingdom. Accordingly Eſther deſired that he an 
his friend Haman would come to her to a banquet, for ſf 
ſaid ſhe had prepared a ſupper for him. He copſented to it 
and when they were there, as they were drinking, he bi 
Eſther to“ let him know what ſhe deſired, for that ſh 
**' ſhould not be diſappointed, though ſhe ſhould defire th 
half of his kingdom.” But ſhe put off the diſcovery « 
her petition till the next day, if he would come again, tog 
ther with Haman, to her banquet. | 
10. Now when the King had promiſed ſo to do, Hama 
went away very glad, becauſe he alone had the honour « 


lupping with the King at Eſther's banquet, and becauſe“ ne 


one elſe partook of the ſame honour with kings bat himſelf 
yet when he ſaw Mordecai in the court he was very 
diſpleaſed, for he paid him no manner of reſp-& when he ſa 


him. So he went home, and called for his wife Zereſh, ani 


his friends, and when tkey were come; he ſhewed them wha 
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honour he eyes not only from the King, but from the 
neen alſo, for as he alone had that day ſupped with her, 
gether. with the King, ſo was he alſo invited again for the 
ext day; yet, ſaid he, am I not pleaſed to ſee Mordecai 
he Jew in the court. Hereupon his wife Zereſh adviſed 
im to give order, that a gallows ſhould be made, fifty cu- 
bits high, and that in the morning he ſhould aſk it of the 
King that Mordecai might be hanged thereon. So he com- 
mended hcr advice, and gave order to his ſervants to prepare 
the gallows, and to place it in the court, for the puniſhment. 
df Mordecat thereon, which was accordingly prepared. But 
God laughed to ſcorn the wicked expectations of Haman 
ind as he knew what the event would be, he was delighted. 
it it, for that night he took away the King's ſleep : and as 
the King was not willing to loſe the time of his lying awake, 
but to ſpend it in ſomething that might be of advantage to 
bis kingdom, he commanded the ſcribe to bring him the chro- 
nicles of the former kings, and the records of his own acti- 
ons; and when he had brought them, and was reading them, 
one was found to have received a country on account of his 
excellent management on a certain occaſion, and the name of 
the country was ſet down; another was found to have had a 
preſent” made him on account of his fidelity: then the ſcribe 
came to Bigthan and Tereſh, the eunuchs that had made a 
conſpiracy againſt the King, which Mordecat had diſcovered; 
and when the ſcribe faid no more but that, and was going on 


to another hiſtory, the King ſtopped him, and inquired, 


„Whether it was not added that Mordecai had a reward 
„given him?“ and when he ſaid there was no ſuch addition, 
he bid him leave off, and he inquired of thoſe that were ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe, what hour of the night it was? 
and when he was informed that it was already day, he gave 
order, that if they found any one of his friends already come, 
and ſtanding before' the court, they ſhould tell him. Now it 
happened that Haman was found there, for he was come 
ſooner than ordinary to petition the King to have Mordecai 
put to death: And when the ſervants ſaid, that Haman was 
before the court, he bid them call him in; and when he was 
come in, he ſaid, ** Becauſe I know that thou art my only 
« faſt friend, I deſire thee to give me advice, how I may 
% honour one that I greatly love, and that after a manner 
e ſuitable to my magnificence.“ Now Haman reaſoned with 

H h 2 himſelf, 
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himſelf, that what opinion he ſhould give it- would he fo 
himſelf, fince it was he alone who was beloved by the King 
ſo he gave that advice which he thought of all other the beſt 
For he ſaid, © It thou wouldſt truly honour a man who 
thou ſayeſt thou doſt love, give order that he may ride ot 
* horleback, with the ſame garment on which thou, weareſt 
and with a gold chain about his neck, and let one of thy 
intimate friends go before him, and proclaim through thi 
* whole city, that whoſoever the King honoureth, obtainetl 
„this mark of his honour.” This was the advice whic 
Haman gave, out of a ſuppoſal that ſuch reward would com 
to himſelf, Hereupon the King was pleaſed with the advict 
and ſaid, ** Go thou, therefore, for thou haſt the horſe, the 
** garment, and the chain, aſk for Mordecai the Jew, and 
give him thoſe things, and go before his horſe, and pro 
* claim accordingly ; for, ſaid he, thou art my intimate 
* friend, and haſt given me good advice : be thou then the 
*© miniſter of what thou haſt adviſed me to. This ſhall be 
his reward from us, for preſerving my life.“ When he 
heard this order, which was entirely unexpected, he was con 
founded in his mind, and knew not what to do. However, 
he went out, and led the horſe, and took the purple gar 
ment, and the golden chain for the neck, and findin Mor. 
decai before the court, clothed in ſackcloth, he bid him 
put that garment off, and put the purple garment on : But 
Mordecai, not knowing the truth of the matter, but thinking 
that it was done in mockery, ſaid, O thou wretch, the 
** vileſt of all mankind, doſt thou thus laugh at our calami- 
© ties?” But when he was ſatisfied that the King beſtowed 
this honour upon him, for the deliverance he had procured 
him, when he convicted the eunuchs who had conſpired againſt 
him, he put on that purple garment which the King always 
wore, and put the chain about his neck, and got on horſe- 
back, and went round the city, while Haman went before, 
and proclaimed, ** This ſhall be the reward which the King 
* will beſtow on every one whom he loves, and eſteems wor- 
** thy of honour.” . And when they had gone round the ci- 
ty, Mordecai went in to the King; but Haman went home, 
out of ſhame, and informed his wife and friends with what 
had happened, and this with tears; who ſaid, That “ he 


would never be able to be revenged on Mordecai, for that 
4 God was with him.“ | 
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Now 


while theſe men were thus talking one to ano- 
his eunuchs haſtened Haman away to 28 to 
oper : But one of the eunuchs, named Sabuchadas, faw 
Fee that was fixed in Haman's houſe, and r 
one of his ſervants for what purpoſe they had Sura - ! 
h he knew that it was for the Queen's uncle, becauſe * 
an was about to petition the King that he might be 1 0 ts 
d, but at preſent he held his peace. Now when the gs 
th Haman, were at the banquet, he deſired the * p 
l him what gift ſhe deſired to obtain, and aſſured 0 - a 
e ſhould have whatſoever ſhe had a mind to. She > * 
mented the danger her people were in; and 2 oa 
he and her nation were given up to be deſtroyed, an _ 
ſhe, on that account, made this her petition : That 0 
would not have troubled him if he had only given = er 
that they ſhould be ſold into bitter ſervitude, 2 a 
misfortune would not have been intolerable; but ie de. 
# fired that they might be N from _ iy e 
| ing inquir her, who w 
1 — ? the then openly accuſed Haman, _ 
convicted him, that he had been the wicked N N ha 
this, and had. formed this plot againſt them. N a 3 
Ling was hereupon in diſorder, and was gone haſti Fax 5 
the banquet into the gardens, Haman began to 1 « * — 
Eſther, and to beſeech her to forgive him, as to w my e = 
offended, for he perceived that he was in a very bad caſe. 


And as he had fallen upon the Queen's bed, and was ma- 


icati her, .the King came in, and being ſtill 
5 he ſaw, @ O thou WR, ſaid he, 
thou vileſt of all mankind, Yoſt thou aim to gg = 
* wife?” And when Haman was aſtoniſhed 1 is, — 
not able to ſpeak one word mow, rRNA NN 
in Haman, and ſaid, 

3 bi 13 for Mordecai, for that 2 * 
vant told him ſo much, upon his Inquiry, r * 20 
* ſent to him to call him to ſupper. „E. — — et 7 
That the gallows was fifty cubits high:““ Which w 3 
King heard, he ae e N NN 5 
after no other manner than that w i eee 
him againſt Mordecai : ſo he gave or 3 n 
mould be hung upon thoſe gallows, an p T nee 
ter that manner. And yy I cannot * 115 
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mire God, and to learn hence his wiſdom and his juſtice, u 
only in puniſhing the wickedneſs of Hama, but in fo dif 
ung it, that he ſhould undergo the very ſame puniſhme 
which he had contrived for another; as allo becauſe therel 
he teaches others this teflon, that what miſchiefs any one p 
pares againſt another, he, without knowing of it, firſt cc 
trives it againſt himſelf, 

12. Wherefore Haman, who had immoderately abuſt 
the honour he had from the King, was deſtroyed after t 
manner; and the King granted his eſtate to the Queen. 
alſo called for Mordecai, (for Eſther had informed him th 
ſhe was a-kin to him), and gave that ring to Mordecai whie 


he had before given to Haman. The Queen alſo gave H 
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man's eſtate to Mordecai; and prayed the King to delv@* by de 
the nation of the Jews from the fear of death, and ſheweW be an 
him: what had been written over all the country by Hama in dai 
the ſon of Ammedatha; for that if her country were deſtroſ® calun 
ed, and her countrymen were to periſh, the could not be“ ancie; 
to live herſelf any longer. So the King promiſed her, tha“ ly, b 
he would not do any thing that ſhould be diſagreeable to hei der o- 
nor contradict what ſhe defired, but he bid her write wh to ca 
{the pleaſed about the Jews, in the King's name, and ſeal i“ other 
with his ſeal, and ſend it to all his kingdom, for that thoſY* have 
who read epiſtles whofe authority is fecured by having this“ it, ar 
King's ſeal to them, would no way contradi& what was writÞ* hath 
ten therein. So he commanded the King's ſcribes to be ſen“ birth 
for, and to write to the nations, on the [ews behalf, and t“ ſtans, 
his lieutenants, and governors, that were over his hundred“ part 
twenty and ſeven provinces, from India to Ethiopia. Now great 
the contents of this epiſtle were theſe:“ * The great King“ along 
Artaxerxes to our rulers, and thoſe that are our faithfu* the fe 
# ſubjects, ſendeth greeting: Many men there are who, ou coulc 
| **. accountÞ* tude 
a * conlr 

*The true reaſon'why King Artaxerxes did not here properly revoke* thori 
his former barbarous decree for the univerſal ſlaughter of the Jews, butſiu facto 
only empowered and encouraged the Jews to ng ht for their lives, and tofl;, TE. 
kill their enemies, if they attempted their. deſtruction, ſeems to have, 1 
been that old law of the Medes and Perfians, . nat yet laid afide;. that domi 
whatever decree was ſigned both by the King and his Lords, could net“ mear 


te changed, . but remained unalterable, Dan. vi. 7, 8, 9, 12, 16, 17. 
Eſth. 1. 19. viii. 9. And Haman having engroſſed the royal favgur, might 
perhaps have himſelf ſigned this decree for the n 0 
oy nem Lords, and fo might have rendere 

cable. 


»The 
it by their rules irrevo-Adengn in 
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7 
tice, account of the greatneſs of the benefits beſtowed on them, 
o dilpM* and. becauſe of the honour which they have obtained from 
uihmeWQ* the wonderful kind treatment of thoſe that bettowed it, are 
theres not only injurious to their inferiors, but do not ſcruple to 
one piii do evil to thoſe that have been their bene factors, as if they 
irſt co“ would take away gratitude from among men; and by, their 
* infolent abuſe of ſuch benefits as they never expected, they 

abuſq turn the abundance they have againit thoſe that are the au- 
ter ti thors of it, and ſuppoſe they ſhall lie concealed from God 
en. in that caſe, and avoid that vengeance which comes from: 
1m th_* him. Some of theſe men, when they have had the ma- 
ai whigf® nagement of affairs committed to them by their friends, 
ve HY” and bearing private malice of their own againft ſome others, 
delv* by deceiving thoſe that have the power, perſuadet!;-m to 
ſheweW be angry at {uch as hæve done them no harm, till they are 
Hamas“ in danger of permhing, and this by laying accuſations and. 


deſtrofſ® calumnies: Nor is this ſtate of things to be diſcovered by 
ot beg“ ancient examples, or ſuch as we have learned by report on- 
er, thaſ® ly, but by ſome examples of ſuch impudent attempts un- 
to hei der our own eyes; ſo that it is not fit to attend any longer 
te whall* to calumnies and accuſations, nor to the perſuaſions of 
| ſeal i. others, but to determine what any one knows of himſelf to 
t thoſſi have been really done, and to puniſh what juitly deſerves: 
ing thE* it, and to grant favours to ſuch as are innocent. This 


as writ hath been the caſe of Haman, the ſon of Ammedatha, by: 
be ſen birth an Amalekite, and alien from the blood of the Per- 
and t; frans, who, when he was hoſpitably entertained by us, and 
wndreQ” partook of that kindneſs which we bear to all men to fo- 
. Non great a degres, as to be called my father, and to be all 
at King along worſhipped, and to have honour paid him by all in- 
faithful the ſecond rank aſter the royal honour due to ourſelves, he 
he, onf could not bear his good fortune, .nor govern the magni- 
ccountÞ* tude of his proſperity with ſound reaſon ; nay he made 2 
conſpiracy againſt me, and my life, who gave him his au- 


y revokeſſ® thority, by endeavouring to take away Mordecai my bene- 
ews, butſa factor, and my ſaviour, and by baſely and treacherouſly re- 
" * J, quiring to have Eſther, the partner of my life, and of my- 
de, that ® dominion; brought to deſtruction, for he contnved by this 
ould neil“ means to“ deprive me of my faithful friends, and transfer 


16, 17. % the 
r. might : E ; FE be hg | 
iſtead off * Theſe words give an intimation as if Artaxerxes julpected a deeper 
s irrevo-Ideagn in Eamun 'than openly appeared, viz. that knowing 8 

rev. | | 4 
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« the government to others: But ſince I perceived that the 
„% Jews, that were by this pernicious fellow devoted to de 
«© ſtruction, were not wicked men, but conducted their live 
© after the beſt manner, and were men dedicated to the wor 
„ ſhip of that God who hath preſerved the kingdom to m 
& and my anceſtors, I do not only free them from the p 
„ niſhment which the former epiſtle, which was ſent by H: 
+ man, ordered to be inflicted on them, to which it you r 
* fuſe ebedience, you ſhall do well, but I will that they hay 
„all honour paid them. Accordingly I have hanged up th 
„ man that contrived ſuch things againſt them, with his fe 
„ mily, before the gates of Shuſhan, that puniſhment bein 
* ſent upon him by God, who ſeeth all things. And I giy 
* you in charge, that you publicly propoſe a copy of thi 
*« epiſtle through al my kingdom, that the Jews may be pe 
* mitted peaceably to uſe their own laws, and that you afſif 
them, that at the fame ſeaſon whereto their miſerable eſtat 
„did belong, they may defend themſelves the very ſame da 
from unjuſt violence, the thirteenth day of the twelft 
% month, which is Adar, for God hath made that day a da 
„ of ſalvation inſtead of a day of deſtruction to them; and 
« may it be a good day to thoſe that wiſh us well, and 
memorial of the puniſhment of the conſpirators againſt us 
« And I will that you take notice, that every city, and eve 
„ry nation, that ſhall diſobey any thing that is contained it 
this epiſtle, ſhall be deſtroyed by fire and ſword. How 
ever, let this epiſtle be publiſhed through all the countr 
that is under our obedience, and let all the Jews, by al 
means, be ready againſt the day before mentioned, tha 

they may avenge themſelves upon their enemies.” 
13. Accordingly the horſemen who carried the epiſtle 
proceeded on the ways which. they were to go with ſpeed 
| bu 
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wauld be faithful to him, and that he could never transfer the crow 
to his own family, who was Agagite, Eſth. iii. 1. 10. or of the poſ 
terity of Agag, the old King of the Amalekites, x Sam. xv. 8. 32, 33 
while they were alive, and ſpread over all his dominions, he therefore 
endeavoured: to deſtroy them. Nor is it to me improbable, that thoſc 
75,800 of the Jews enemies which were ſoon deſtroyed by the Jews, on 
he permiſſion of the King, which muſt be on ſome great accaſion 
were Amalekites, their old and hereditary enemies, Exod. xvii. 14. 1c 


and that thereby was fulfilled Balaam's prophe 1 

e ey, Amalet was the fir/ is. that « 
of the nations, 5 1 | . . . 
Numb, xxiy, 200 FUF cep thel 
lordecal 
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as for Mordecai, as foen-as he had aſſumed the royal 
ment, and the crown of gold, and had put the chain 
ut his neck, he went forth in a public proceſſion ; and 


le wor 

to men the [ews, who were at Shuſhan, faw him in ſo great 
he pur with the King, they thought his good fortune was 
by Hal mon to themſelves alſo, and joy, and a beam of ſalva- 


n, encompaſſed the Jews, both thoſe that were in the 


ou re : | 
v hayes, and thoſe that were in the countries, upon the pub- 
up th} of the King's letters, inſomuch, that many even of 


his Der nations circumciſed their foreſkin for tear of the Jews, 


bein t they might procure ſafety to themſelves thereby; ſor 
I giv the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which, accord- 
of thi to the Hebrews, is called Haar, but according to the 
de pe acedonians, Dy/irus, thoſe that carried the King's epiſtle 
u ane them notice, that the ſame day wherein their danger 


eſtar Ws t2 have been on that very day ſhould they deſtroy 
ne da ir enemies. But now the rulers of the provinces, and 
welft MW tyrants, and the Kings, and the ſcribes, had the Jews 
elteem, ſor the fear they were in of Mordecai forced them 


a da tet e in 

; and act with diſcretion, Now when the royal decree was 
and Ine to all the country that was ſubjeQ to the King, it fell 

nſt us t that the Jews at Shuſhan flew five hundred of their ene- 

d evel$<5: and when the King had told Efther the number of thoſe 

ned it were ſlain in that city, but did rot well know what had 


en done in the provinces, he aſked her, whether ſhe 
ould have any thing farther done againſt them? for that it 
ould be done accordingly : Upon which ſhe deſired that the 


ws might be permitted to treat their remaining enemies in 


| 

' tha e ſame manner the next day; as allo that they might hang 
piſtleF* ten ſons of Haman upon the gallows. So the King per- 
peed itted the Jews ſo to do, as defirous not to contradict Eſther. 


they gathered themſelves together again cn the fourteenth 
y of the month Dyftrus, and ſlew about three hundred of 
eir enemies, but touched nothing of what riches they had. 
ow there were ſlain by the Jews that were in the country, 
d in the other cities. ſeventy-five thouſand of their enemies, 
d theſe were flain on the thirteerth day of the month, and 
e next day they kept as feſtival. In like manner the Jews 
at were in Shuſhan gathered themſelves together, and feaſt. 
Ion the fourteenth day, and that » hich followed it; whence 
is, that even now all the Jews that are in the habitable earth 
cep theſe days feſtival, and ſend portions to one another. 
lordecai alſo wrote to the Jews thut lived in the 
0 
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of Artaxerxes to obſerve theſe days, and celebrate them Mer Art 
feſtivals, and to deliver them down to their poſterity, thiMibutes o1 
this feitival mig ut continue far all time to come, and tharWſered th 
might never he buried in oblivion for ſince they were abo ſheke 
to be deſtroyed on theſe days by Haman, they would doWicnd of : 
right thing, upon eſcaping the danger in them, and on theicfthooc 
inflicting puniſhments on their enemies, to obſerve thoſe dayWith Johr 
and give thanks to God on them: For which cauſe the Je his ang 
ſtill keep the fore-mentioned days, and call them“ days Hing for 
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2. Ne 


Phrurim, [or Purim]. And Mordecai became a great a 
illuſtrious perſon with the King, and aſſiſted him in the g 
verament of the people. He alſo lived with the Queen; 
that the affairs of the Jews were, by their means, better th 
they could ever have hoped for. And this was the ſtate 
the Jews under the reign of Artaxerxes f. 


GK. 


How John flew his brother Jeſus in the temple : and how B 


goſes offered many injuries to the Jews ; and what Saab 
lat did. 
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| Ee x ery Eliaſhib the high prieſt 

1 . gh prieſt was dead, | 

\ W ſon Judas ſucceeded in the high prieſthoc 

and when he was dead, his ſon John took that dignity; 

| whoſe account it was alſo that Bagoſes, the general of þ : 
ot 
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| F * Take here part of Reland's.note on this diſputed paſſage :- * ucceede 
2 Joſephus's copies theſe Hebrew words, days of Purim, or Lots, as 
: the Greek copies of Eſther ix. 26, 28, 29, 30, 31, 3%, is read days 
f 8 Pburim, or days of protection, but ought to be read days of purim, in aMiaA 
4 in the Hebrew; than which emendation, ſays he, nothing is m or. of 
A * certain.” And had we any aſſurance that Joſephas's copy mention * = I: 
* the caſting of lots, as our other copies do, Efth. ili. 7. I ſhould fully wy A P 
1 Fm with Reland, but as it now ſtands it ſeems to me by no means c 1 I; 
N ain. 8 : 
1 | f As to this whole book of Eſther in the preſent Hebrew copy, it be 6. 
. ſo very imperfect, (in a caſe where the providence of God was o ve 2 : 
remarkable, and the Septuagint and Joſephus have fo much af religi 1 ak 
that it has not ſo much as the name of God once in it; and it is j | 71 — 
to ſay who made that epitome which the Maſoritcs have given us : 
the genuine book itſelf; no religious Jew could well be the authors 2 K 
it, whoſe education obliged them to have a conſtant regard to Ge N 0 1 
and whatſoever related to his worſhip ; nor do we know that there e arius I 
was ſo imperfect a copy of it in the world till after the days of Barel anon of 
cab, m the ſecond century. | tioned t] 
1 Concerning this scher Artaxerxes, called Mie mon, and the P hone. 
- s 4 1 Þ - 1 


them her Artaxerxes's army, polluted the temple, and impoſed 
ty, thiWibutes on the Jews, that out of the public ſtock, before they 
| tharWiered the daily ſacrifices, they ſhould pay for every lamb 
re aby ſhekels. Now Jeſus was the brother of John, and was a 
1d doicnd of Bagoſes, who had promiſed to procure him the high 
on theieſthood. In confidence of whoſe ſupport, Jeſus quarrelled 
re dayyith John in the temple, and ſo provoked his brother, that 
he Je his anger his brother flew him. Now it was an horrible 
days Wing for John, when he was high prieſt, to perpetrate ſo 


reat a crime, and ſo much the more horrible, that there ne- 
er was ſo cruel and impious a thing done, neither by the 
reeks, nor Barbarians. However, God did not negle& 
s puniſhment , but the people were on that very account 
alla ved, and the temple was polluted by the Perſians. Now 
hen Bagoſes, the general of Artaxerxes's army, knew that 
ohn, the high prieſt of the Jews, had ſlain his own brother 
eſus in the temple, he came upon the Jews immediately, and 
egan in anger to ſay to them, © Have you had the impu- 
dence to perpetrate a murder in your temple!” And as he 
as aiming to go into the temple, they forbad him ſo to do; 
ut he ſaid to them, Am not I purer than he that was 
ſlain the temple ?” And when he had ſaid theſe words, 
e went iritg, the temple. Accordingly Bagoſes made uſe 
ity ; this — and puniſhed the Jews ſeven years for the 
of t aFWurder of Jeſus. 

ot 2. Now when John had departed this life, his fon Jaddua 
age «Miccceded in the high prieſthood, He had a brother, whole 


ore, as name 


purim, 
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an affliction and captivity of the Jews under him, occaſioned by the 
nurder of the high prieſt's brother in the holy houſe itſelf, fee Authent. 
dec. at large, p. 49. And if any wonder why Joſephus wholly omits 
he reſt of the Kings of Perſia after Artaxerxes Mnemon, till he came 
0 their laſt King Darius, who was conquered by memes the Great, 
| all give them Voſſius's and Dr. Hudgſon's anſwer, though in my own 
vords, viz. that Joſephus did not do ill in omitting thoſe Kings of 
Perſia with whom the Jews had no concern, becauſe be was giving the 

tary of the Jews and not of the Perſians : [Which is a ſufficient rea- 


COPY, it 
as 10 ve 


f rehiz1 


1 ſo why he entirely omits the hiſtory and the book of Job, as not 
n varticularly relating to that nation.] He juſtly therefore returns to the 
4 to G Ovid affairs after the death of Longimanus, without any mention of 
7 arius II. refer Artaxerxes Mnemon, or of Ochus, or Arogus, as the 
f Bareli non of Ptolemy names them after him. Nor had he probably men- 
tioned this other Artaxerxes, unleſs Bagoas, one of the governors and 

the Pemmaunders under him, had occaſioned the pollution of the Jewiſh 

© "Micmp!e, and had greatly diſtreſſed the Jews upon that pollution, 
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name was Manaſſeb. Now there was one Sanballat, w 
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Concerning Sanballat, and Manaſſeh, and the temple Should g 
they built in mouut Gerizzim ; as alſo how Alexander mus, for 
his entry into the city Jeruſalem ; and what benefits he there wa 


feowed on the Jews. 4 alem, be 
ed in ſu 


a t by Darius, the laſt King {of Perſia], into Sama 
He — a Bede by birth; of which ſtock were the Sa 
ritans alſo, This man knew that the city Jeruſalem was « 
mous city, and that their kings had given a great deal of tr 
ble to the Afſyrians, and the people of Celeſyria; ſo that 
willingly gave his daughter, whoſe name was Ncaſo, in n 
riage to Manaffeh, as thinking this alliance by marri: 
would be a pledge and ſecurity, that the nation of the Je 
ſhould continue their good-will to him. | 


$ 1. novT this time it was that Philip, King of Manballa 


cedon, was treacherouſly aſſaulted and flain For tillag 
Egz by Paufanias, the ſon of Ceraſtes, who was derivf ay to g 


from the family of Oreſtæ, and his ſon Alexander { 3. Al 


ceeded him in the kingdom; who paſſing over the Hell. .der hs 
pont, overcame the generals of Darms's ar Yan a batſieutena 
fought at Granicum. So he marched over £LYdia, and [i farther ; 
du:d lonia, and over-ran Caria, and fell upon the places and foot 
Pamphylia, as has been related elſewhere. . - Tins befo: 

2, But the elders of Jeruſalem being very uneaſy thattÞ,.q.q o 
brother of [addua the high prieſt, though marriedto a foreigCilician 
er, ſhould be a partner with him in the high prieſthood, quqtnemy, 
relled with him; for they eſteemed this man's marriage ſhallat w 
ſtep to ſuch as ſhould be deſirous of tranſgreſſing about the manaſſeh, t 
riaze of [ſtrange] wives, and that this would be the begiſnd this 
ning of a mutual ſociety with foreigners, although the offenhhad bea 
ot ſome about marriages, an i their having married wives thlwere in 
were not of their oπn country, had been an occaſion of the, 14 n 
former captivity, and of the miſeries they then underwen es 
ſo they commanded Manaſſeh to divorce his wife, or not than the 
approach the altar, the high prieſt himſelf joining with tiſcedonia- 
people in their indignation againſt his brother, and driving; mot 
bim away from the altar. Whereupon Manaſſeh came to ives, an 
father-in-law, Sanballat, and told him, That“ althoug ria, and 
he loved lis daughter Nicaſo, yet was he not willing:to | Vor. 

x | * deprive 
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deprived of his ſacerdotal dignity on her account, which 
was the principal dignity in their nation, and always con- 
tinued in the ſame family.” And when Sanballat pro- 
iſed him not only to preſerve to him the honour of his prieſt- 


OK J 


at, w 
Sama 
16 Sar 


was «Wood, but to procure for him the power and dignity of an 
| of tre iigh prieſt, and would make him governor of all the places 
o thatF himſelf now ruled, if he would keep his daughter for his 
n ite. He alſo told him farther, that he would build him 2 


marris 


the. Je 


emple like to that at Jeruſalem, upon mount Gerizzim, 
hich 1s the higheſt of all the mountains that are in Samaria, 
nd he promiſed that he would do this with the approbation 
pt Darius the King. Manaſſeh was elevated with theſe pro- 
uſes, and ſtayed with Sanballat, upon a ſuppoſal that he 
e Should gain an high prieſthood, as beſtowed on him by Da- 
der mAFius, for it happened that Sanballat was then in years. But 
its he here was now a great diſturbance among the people of Jeru- 
alem, becauſe many of thoſe prieſts and Levites were intang- 

. _ Bcd in ſuch matches; for they all revolted to Manaſſeh, and 

of Mpanballat afforded them money, and divided among them land 
| ſlain For tillage, and habitations alſo, and all this in order every 


| derivf.ay to gratify his ſon-in-law. 
** 8 3. About this time it was, that Darius heard how Alex- 
e He 


ander had paſſed over the Helleſpont, and had beaten his 
lieutenants in the battle at Granicum, and was proceeding 
farther ; whereupon he gathered together an army of horſe 
and foot, and determined that he would meet the Macedoni- 
ans before they ſhould aſſault and conquer all Aſia. So he 
paſſed over the river Euphrates, and came over Taurus, the 
Cilician mountain; and at Iſſus of Cilicia, he waited for the 
enemy, as ready there to give him battle: Upon which San- . 
ballat was glad that Darius was come down; and told Ma- 
aſſeh, that he would ſuddenly perform his promiſes to him, 
nd this as ſoon as ever Darius ſhould come back, after he 
e ONEDJhad beaten his enemies; for not he only, but all thoſe that 
es tüwere in Afia alſo, were perſuaded, that the Macedonians 
1 of the ould not ſo much as come to a battle with the Perfians, on 
derwenk. count of their multitude. But the event proved otherwiſe 
om than they expected, for the King joined battle with the Ma- 
with th. edonians, and was beaten, and loſt a great part of his army, 
I driviſtlis mother alſo, and his wife, and children, were taken cap- 
me to hives, and he fled into Perſia, So Alexaxder came into Sy- 
althoug ria, and took Damaſcus; and when he had obtained Sidon, 
ling to Vor. II. I i he 
deprive 
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he beſieged Tyre, when he ſent an epiſtle to the Jewil 


nar. V. 


high prieſt, * To ſend him ſome auxiliaries, and to ſupply Al. 
his army with proviſions z and that what preſents he fo p to Je: 
© merly ſent to Darius he would now ſend to him, and chooſſſuat, was 


the friendſhip of the Macedonians, and that he ſhould ne 
© yer repent of ſo doing.” But the high prieſt anſwered t 
meſſengers, That he bad given his oath to Darius not te peop 
bear arms againſt him; and he ſaid, that he would nim in of 
* tranſgreſs them while Darius was in the land of the li that 
* ing.” Upon hearing this anſwer, Alexander was ver "ming u 
angry; and though he determined not to leave Tyre, whicKhhich ca 
was juſt ready to be taken, yet as ſoon as he had taken iS he ſhou 
he threatened that he would make an expedition againſt th gates; 
Jewiſh high prieſt, and through him teach all men to whonſ that he 
they muſt keep their oaths, - So when he had, with a goo@ proper 
deal of pains, during the fiege, taken Tyre, and had ſettle$ quence 
its affairs, he came to the city of Gaza, and beſieged botſhpon wh 
the city, and him that was governor of the garriſon, whoſſd; and 
name was Babemeſes. od. A 

g. But Sanballat thought he had now gotten a proper ophaited fe 
portunity to make his attempt, ſo he renounced Darius, and 5, Anc 
taking with him ſeven thouſand of his own ſubjects, he camſity, he 
to Alexander; and finding him beginning the ege of Tyrchultitude 
he ſaid to him, that he delivered up to him theſe men, whe mann. 
came out of places under his dominion, and did gladly accepſd to a pl; 
of him for his lord, inſtead of Darius. So when Alexandefpnifies a 
had received him kindly, Sanballat thereupon took couraghſalem 2 
and ſpake to him about his preſent affair. He told him, Thahe Chalc 
* he had a ſon-in-law, Manafleh, who was brother to thfberty to 
„ high prieſt Jaddua ; and that there were many others ofeath, w 
his own nation, now with him, that were deſirous to havhe very 
* atemple in the ſame places ſubje& to him: that it wouldie multi 
* be for the King's ad vantage to have the ſtrength of the Jevſtieſts ſtc 
* divided into two parts, leſt when the nation is of one minqurple an 
and united, upon any attempt for innovation, it prove trouþg the g 
bleſome to Kings, as it had formerly proved to the Kingſd, he ap; 
* of Aﬀyria.” Whereupon Alexander gave Sanballat leavgluted th 
ſo to do; who uſed the utmoſt diligence, and built the temjne voic 
ple, and made Manaſſeh the prieſt, and deemed it a great re VWhereup 
ward that his daughter's children ſhould have that dignity |t-what / 


e ſhould 
d at his 


but when the ſeven, months of the ſiege of Tyre were overſis mind. 
and the two months of the ſiege of Gaza, Sanballat died}iſked hin 
Norv dored | 
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Jewil 
ſupp lo Alexander, when he had taken Gaza, made haſte to go 
he fo p to Jeruſalem : and Jaddua the high prieſt, when he heard 
| Chool hat, was in an agony, and under terror, as not knowing how 
_ na: ſhould meet the Macedonians, ſince the King was Slplea- 
red t 


d at his foregoing diſobedience. He therefore ordained that. 
not the people ſhould make ſupplications, and ſhould join with 
uld nofffim in offering ſacrifice to God, whom he beſought to pro- 
the lit that nation, and to deliver them from the perils that were 
as verhoming upon them: Whereupon God warned him in a dream, 
» WhicFhich came upon him after he had offered ſacrifice, That 
aken ii he ſhould take courage, and adorn the city, and open the 
inſt thi gates; that the reſt ſhould appear in white garments, but 
> whor that he and the prieſts ſhould meet the King in the habits 
a $OOE proper to their order, without the dread of any ill conſe- 
ſettle quences, which the providence of God would prevent.” 
ed botſhpon which, when he roſe from his ſleep, he greatly rejoic- 
, Whol; and declared-to all the warning he had received from 
od. According to which dream he acted entirely, and ſo 
per OPFaited for the coming of the King. 
us, and 5. And when he underſtood that he was not far from the 
le Camgity, he went out in proceſſion, with the prieſts, and the 
f Tyrqhultitude of the citizens. The proceſſion was venerable, and 
en, Whtke manner of it different from that of other nations. It reach- 
accepd to a place called Sapha, which name tranſlated into Greek 
exandeſgnifies a profpect, for you have thence a proſpect both of Je- 
:ouraghſalem and of the temple : and when the Phenicians, and 
a, Thahe Chaldeans that followed him, thought they ſhould have 
to th berty to plunder the city, and torment the high prieſt to 
hers o eath, which the King's diſpleaſure fairly promiſed them; 
to havſhe very reverſe of it happened; for Alexander, when he ſaw 
; woulSte multitude at a diſtance, in white garments, while the 
ne Jewjriefts ſtood clothed with fine linen, and the high prieſt in 
e minqurple and ſcarlet clothing, with his mitre on his head, hav- 
e trouſig the golden plate whereon the name of God was engrav- 
e Kingſd, he approached by himſelf, and adored that name, and firſt 
it leaveluted the high prieſt. The Jews alſo did all together, with 
ne temjne voice, ſalute Alexander, and encompaſs him about: 
reat re Vhereupon the kings of Syria, and the reſt, were ſurpriſed 
ignity ſt what Alexander had done, and ſuppoſed him diſordered in 
e ovenjis mind. However, Parmenio alone went up to him, and 
at diedjiked him, How eit came to paſs, that when all others a- 
Now dored him, he ſhould adore the high prieſt of the Jews lug 
112 0 
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To whom he replied, “I did not adore him, but that Go 
« who hath honoured him with his high prieſthood ; for 
« ſaw this very perſon in a dream, in this very habit, whet 
I was at Dios in Macedonia, who, when I was conſider 
„ing with myſelf how I might obtain the dominion of Afiaj 
« exhorted me to make no delay, but boldly to paſs over thy 
« ſea thither, for thats he would conduct my army, and would 
give me the dominion over the Perſians ; whence it is 
that having ſeen no other in that habit, and now ſeeing 
« this perſon in it, and remembering that viſion, and the ex 
« hortation which I had in my dream, I believe that I bring 
* this army under the divine conduct, and ſhall therewit 
conquer Darius, and deſtroy the power of the Perſians 
© and that all things will ſucceed according to what is in m 
* own mind.” And when he had ſaid this to Parmenio 
and had given the high prieſt his right hand, the prieſts ra 
along by him, and he came into the city : And when he wen 
up into the temple, he offered ſacrifice to God, according tc 
the high prieſt's direction; and magnificently treated bot 
the high prieſt and the prieſts. And when the“ book o 
Daniel was thewed him, wherein Daniel declared that one 
of the Greeks ſhould deſtroy the empire of the Perſians, he 
luppoſed that himſelf was the perſon intended: And. as h 
was then glad, he diſmiſſed the multitude for the preſent 
but the next day he called them to him, and bid them all 
what favours they pleaſed of him ; whereupou the high prie 
defired, that they might enjoy the laws of their forefathers 
and might pay no tribute on the ſeventh. year. He grantec 
all they defired. And when they intreated him that he woule 
permit the Jews in Babylon and Media to enjoy their owr 
laws alſo, he willingly promiſed to do hereafter what the! 
deſired. And when he ſaid to the multitude, that if any o 
them would liſt themſelves in his army, on this condition tha 
they ſhould continue under the laws of their forefathers, anc 
live according to them, he was willing to take them watl 
him, many were ready to accompany him in his wars. 
6. So when Alexander had thus ſettled matters at Jeruſa- 
lem, he led his army into the neighbouring cities: and wher 
al 


»The place ſhewed Alexander might be Dan. vii. 6. 3—8, 1 


21, 22. xi. 3. ſome er all of them very ** predictions of Alexander 
conqueſts and ſucceſſors, 
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37T 
all the inhabitants, to whom he came, received him with 

great Kindneſs, the Samaritans, who had then Shechem for 
their metropolis (a city ſituate at mount Gerizzim, and in- 

habited by apoſtates of the Jewiſh nation), ſeeing that Alex- 

ander had ſo greatly honoured the Jews, determined to pro- 
fels themſelves Jews, for ſuch is the diſpoſition of the Sama- 

ritans, as we have already eiſewhere declared, that when 

the Jews are in adverſity they deny that they are of kin to 
them, and then they confeſs the truth; but when they per- 
ceĩve that ſome good fortune hath befallen them, they imme- 
diately pretend to have communion with them, ſaying, that 
they belong to them, and derive their genealogy from the poſ- 
terity of Joſeph, Ephraim, and Manaſſeh. Accordingly they 
made their addreſs to the King with ſplendour ; and ſhewed 
greatalacrity in meeting him at a little diſtance from Jeruſalem. 
And when Alexander had commended them, the Shechemites 
approached to him, taking with them the troops that Sanbal- 
lat had ſent him, and they defired that he would come to 
their city, and do honour to their temple alſo. To whom 
he promiſed, that when he returned he would come to them. 
And when they petitioned that he would remit the tribute of 
the ſeventh year to them, becauſe they did not ſow thereon, 
he aſked who they were that made ſuch a petition, and when 
they ſaid that they were Hebrews, but had the name of S- 
domians, living at Shechem; he aſked them again, whether 
they were Jews, and when they ſaid they were not Jews, 
It was to the Jews, ſaid he, that I granted that privilege ; 
* however, when I return, and am thoroughly informed by 
“you of this matter, I will do what I ſhall think proper.“ 
And in this manner he took leave of the Shechemites ; but 
ordered that the troops of Sanballat ſhould follow him into 
Egypt, becauſs there he deſigned to give them lands, which 
he did a little after in Thebais, when he ordered them to 
guard that country. 

7. Now when Alexander was dead, the government was 
parted among his ſucceſſors, but the temple upon mount Ge- 
rizzim remained. And if any one were accuſed by thoſe of 
Jeruſalem, of having eaten things“ common, or of having 
broken 


Here Joſephus uſes the very word KoinoPnAGlA, eating things 
common, for eating things unclean ; as does our New 'Tcltament, Acts 
x. I4, I5, 28. xi. 8, 9. Rom. xiv, 14. 
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broken the Sabbath, or of any other crime of the like nature, 
he fled away to the Shechemites, and ſaid, that he was ac- 
cuſed unjuſtly. About this time it was that Jaddua the high 
prieſt died; and Onias his ſon took the high prieſthood, 
This was the ſtate of the affairs of the people of Jeruſalem at 
this time. 
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